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36 Die, 40 Hurt in Carrier Explosion 
Inquiry Board | 
to Probe Cause 
of Leyte Blast 
‘1. Michigan Man Killed 
in Mishap While Ship 
Is Docked at Boston 

BOSTON (AP)— An ex- 

plosion and flash fire 

turned belowdeck com- 

partments off the Aircraft 
Carrier Leyte into a death- 

dealing inferno yesterday. 

At least 36 men died and 

40 were injured, many 
critically. 

The blast occurred for- 

ward on the port side of the 
big, 27,500-ton carrier that 
cost 90 million dollars when 

she was launchea at New- 

port News, Va., in 1945. 
Unofficial reports said 1,- 

400 officers and men were 
on board when tragedy 
struck. 

It was the worst navy explosion 
in peacetime since 48 men died 

aboard the Battleship [Mississippi 

off the California coast June 12, 
1924. 

A court of inquiry was expect- 
ed to be convened by Vice Adm. 

Victim Born Here 

  

  

John J. Ballentine, Atlantic Fleet 
air commander. 

The 856-foot-long Leyte, docked 

eA Se PM AO EON 
Korea in October-December, 

1950, came here last December and 
was almost ready to go to sea| 

again. She had been out for a 
trial run only Wednesday. 

The cause of the biast was | 
not known. The Leyte's skipper 
Capt. Thomas A. Ahroon, 46, of | 

Norfolk, Va., in command of the | 
ship less than three weeks, said | 

the fire may have started on | 
the deck immediately below the 
hangar deck. 

But he could not be sure, it 

happened so fast. 
In his cabin when the blast shook 

the ship — “A dull rumble like 

a subway train going through” — 

Ahroon found the second deck cut 
off by smoke and climbed through 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 5) 

Pleasant Weather 

to Continue Here 
Mostly fair and mild weather is 

expected to continue in the Pontiac | 

area tonight and tomorrow, ac- 

cording to the U. S. Weather 

Bureau. 
The low tonight of 48 to 52 is 

expected to rise to a high of from 

80 to &2 on Sunday. 
Friday sent the mercury climb- 

ing from a low of 44 degrees to a 

high of 74 in the city. 
Today at 8 a.m. the mercury 

in 

downtown Pontiac the reading was 

&2 degress. 
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SMOKE SEEPS FROM CARRIER—A smal! amount 
of smoke seeps from the bow of the Aircraft Carrier 

Leyte at the South Boston Naval Shipyard Annex 
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after an explosion aboard the 2%,000-ton vessel Fri- 
day. At least 36 men were killed and 40 others injured. 
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Offer Terms   
Germany and Austria. 

The note was approved by Secretary of State John | 
| Foster Dulles, British Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden| OAKLAND, Calif. (UP)—A rag- | 

Big 3 OK Note to Russia; 
on Pact Talk 

_ LONDON (UP)—The United States, Great Britain 
and France approved a note to Soviet Russia today of- 

fering to discuss an East-W = ssion pact—but ts TREES HAR ached on EMOTE 

  

Ex-Navy Secretary 
Ousted From Meeting 
WASHINGTON «h—Being an ex- 

secretary of the Navy isn't the 

same as having a security clear- 
ance, Dan Kimball found out yes- 
terday. 

Kimball, Navy secretary under 
former President Truman and now 
a vice-president of General Tire & 
Rubber Co., turned up unexpect- 
edly at a meeting of rubber in- 
dustrialists and government offi- 
cials under State Department aus- 
pices 

Although he formerly had ac- 
cess to top military secrets, Kim- 
ball did not have the specific clear- 

ance required for the meeting, so, 
| while his industry friends roared 
with laughter, he had to leave. 

A State Department spokesman 
said it never would have happened 
“if we had ‘known in advance he 
was coming.” 

Moro Kills 5 Civilians 
MANILA ®—A Moro slashed to 

death five civilians with a razor- 
sharp knife yesterday before he 
was killed by police, Philippine 
Army headquarters said today. 

* ing at the foreign office, 

It had been modified to 
meet objections by the West 
German government 
against any premature dis- 
cussions on a security pact. 

The Big Three foreign minis- 
ters, ranging over a wide pro- 

gram of discussion of world is- 

sues, also agreed to frame a 
warning against new aggression 

in the Middle East as the result 
of a bloody Isracli attack on a 

Jordan border village. 

Critical situations piled up 
around the three ministers on the 
second day of their three-day meet- 
ing—the note to Russia, in a new 

attempt to get going on treaties 
for Germany and Austria; the Is- 
raeli attack and Trieste including 
a threat by Italian Premier 
Guiseppe Pella to. resign unless 

Italy gets the northern part of 
Trieste territory as promised by 
the Big Three. 

One result favorable to the Unit- 

ed States in the meeting was re- 
ported by diplomatic informants— 
that Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill has decided to wait a 
| while before pressing for a Big 
  
Four meeting including himself, | 
President Eisenhower, French. Pre- | 
mier Joseph Laniel arid Soviet Pre- 
mier Georgi M. Malenkov. 

  

‘People Should Demonstrate Democracy’ 
  

Canadian News Commentator Speaks 
at Final Session. of Teachers’ Conclave? Highways Head 

By HAZEL A. TRUMBLE 

“The Communist’s greatest fear | 

{s the ‘Song in the American) 

heart.’ ” 

Thus spoke John Fisher, Canada 

noted news commentator and world 

affairs annalyst, at the conclusion 

of the two-day Oakland County- 

Michigan Education Association 

teachers’ institute held in the Bir- 

mingham High School Thursday 
and Friday. 

Dexterously weaving the “‘les- 
son of America” into “Cobwebs 

are Contagious,”’ Fisher said the 

American people in 1776 gave 

the world its most beautiful con- 

cept of freedom when “We the 
people” was written and drama- 
tized in bloody battie. 

“In the name of liberty; you, 
with a bathtub navy, dared defy   

the biggest navy in the world, And 
you won,” he said. 

Chiding the pessimist, the fellow 

who says ‘‘Let George do it” and 

the fear-ridden citizen, Fisher said 

that if more people will believe and 
demonstrate democracy than do 
not, we cannot help but win. 

Urging teachers and parents to 
teach respect for people’s differ- 
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ences, Fisher said that people 
are born as individuals and they 

have a right to keep this indi- 
viduality. 

Recently he returned from a 

semi-giobal tour including a visit 
with the late Dr. Ernst Reuter 
of Berlin. 

“I found dissatifaction among 

our troops and the American troops 
because the beloved hamburg or 

chocolate soda is not available in 
Edrope. There is a feeling that be- 
cause other nationalities do not 

$10:Million Fire 

Red Chinese 
Officer Kicks 
U. 5. Interpreter 
Brain-Washing Session 
Breaks Up in Near Riot 
at Panmunjom 

PANMUNJOM, Korea 
(UP)—A Red Chinese of- 
ficer kicked an. American 
interpreter today during a 
violent argument over the 

repatriation of a confused 
anti - Communist Chinese 
prisoner. 

The “brain washing” ses- 
sion broke up with a near 
riot by kicking, free-swing- 
ing Chinese prisoners who 
objected to the explanation 
sessions. 

Ninety-eight per cent of 
the 450 anti-Red Chinese 
who faced Communist 

propagandists in the in- 
terviewinge tents rejected 
repatriation. 

An American officer, acting as 

three-hour interrogation of one 

prisoner. He cursed a Polish 

member of the repatriation team. 

During the heated argument over 

returned to the POW compound, 
a Red Chinese officer kicked 

the American.   ‘Hits Warehouse 
larm., Blaze 

Army Supplies Destined | 
for Korea 

   

   
   

   

| estimated at $10,000,000 late Friday server sided with the Communist | 
}nighi when it destroyed a ware- 

| house crammed with army supplies 

\for Korea and a nearby marine | 
works. 

No injuries were reported. 

The blaze, which broke out 

shortly after 8 p.m., was believed 
to have started with an explosion 

in a paint locker at the Hurley 

Marine Werks on the Oakland 
Estuary. The flames spread 

quickly tothe adjoining Allied 

Enterprises Warehouse. 

Robert J. Cooney, owner of the 

warehouse reported the loss to the 

block-long, two-story structure and 
stored army supplies would ap- 

proach the ‘‘$10,000,000 mark." 

The flames, whipped by a strong 
offshore breeze, towered more than 

1530 feet in the air before the first 
of 30 pieces of fire fighting equip- 

ment reached the scene. 

Coast guard launches were dis- 

patched immediately to pick up 
any persons trapped by the 

flames. A family living on a 

houseboat tied to the flaming pier 

was carried to safety. 

Four fire boats poured tons of 
water on the ing area as fire- 

men battled for more than three 
hours to put down the blaze. 
The first alarm was turned in at 

8:37 p.m. Five more alarms were 

sounded before firemen reported 
the flames controlled at 10 p.m. The 

fire continued to blaze for more 

than an hour after it was confined. 

  
  

Area Fatality List 
Sixteen of 30 fatal accidents 

jhandled so far this year by the 

Oakland County Sheriff's Depart- 

ment occurred on three highways. 

According to Sheriff Clare L. 

Hubbell seven of the fatal crashes 

occurred on U.S. 10, five on M. 24 

and four on Telegraph road. 

“These roads are main traffic 

arteries,” said Hubbell. Motorists 

should take the figures as a warn- 

ing and observe extra caution 

when traveling on them.” 

      have our customs, there is some- 
thing wrong with them. This is one | 
respect in which we must change | 

, Our presumptions,” he declared. 

Dr. Reuter told Fisher that the 
cold war will be won with ‘““big- 

ger people whe stand up for big-   
| 

| Presents Credentials 
HAVANA, Cuba (UP) — United 

States Ambassador Arthur Gard- 
ner presented his credentials to   (Continued on Page 2, Col. 8) 

jd 

day. 

and pretended to change drivers. 

President Fulgencio Batista Fri-| reliance on God and his unchang- 
ing laws,” Williams said. 

ant vbberst 27 times -qre- 
viously to leave the tent through 
the door indicating rejection of 
Communism, but was called back 
by the Reds. 

interpreter, was angered by a} 

whether the prisoner should be | 

  

St., Auburn Heights, a jobsetter 

field. division general manager, 

1,000th Pontiac Motor employe to 

1,000th Worker Is Honored 

26-YEAR SERVICE—Daniel B. Fitzpatrick (left) of 3196 Margaret 

Motor Division, is presented an engraved watch by Robert M. Critch- 

service with the company. In congratulating Fitzpatrick, who is the 

“We in General Motors realize that our most valuable asset is the 
good people we have working with us.” 
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in the motor plant of Pontiac 

in recognition of his 25 years of 

receive this honor, Critchfield said, 

  

for our destruction.” 

Orleans celebrate the 150th 

Purchase, said the United S 

come “independent of direct 

Ike Says U.S. Must Build 
Strength of Allies Abroad 
NEW ORLEANS (AP)—President Eisenhower declared 

today this country must build strength in its friends 
abroad or else put itself “at the mercy of those who hope 

At the same time the President, here to help New 
anniversary of the Louisiana 
tates must help its allies be- 

  

alt 
Heart-Attack 

‘|Mfter Ordeal 
Neither of Pair Struck 
When State Police Fire 

During Pursuit’ 

JACKSON (AP)—Brand- 
ishing an 18-inch. butcher 
knife a three-time convict 
abducted a Southern Mich- 
igan Prison farm guard to- 

day. But blazing state po- 
lice shotguns finally halted 
his across-state dash. 

The guard suffered a 
heart attack and was 
rushed to a Muskegon Hos- 
pital upon his rescue. He 
also was suffe 
shock. 

Neither the convict nor 
the , however, was 

in the 
that ended a screeching, 90- 
mile-an-hour chase 

the 
hdl car for his : 

veral pistol bullets were 
— into it before 
ice blew out tires 
shotguns.   aid from wealthier nations.” 

  

City Parks End 

Summer ts Estimated. at 
About 200,000 

Closing of city parks this week 

end wilheg@ijimcs: 
cessful seasons in Pontiac's his- 

tory, said Parks Supervisor Ray- 

  
  
mond C. Keller today. 

. : | The American interpreter explod-| The supervisor*for Pontiac Parks 
and French Foreign Minister Georges Bidault at a meet-| im six-alarm fire caused a loss ed with anger when the Polish ob- 

Say Toy Pistol 

Used in Holdup 
2 Pontiac Men Jailed 
for Investigation After 
Gas Station Robbery 

Two men who told authorities 

they used a toy pistol to rob a 

gas station were arrested 15 min- 

utes after the holdup this morning 

by two Pontiac patrolmen who rec- 

ognized their car as a stolen auto. 

Booked on investigation of armed 

robbery are Frank Freely, 50, and 

Joseph Slusher, 17, both of a local 

hotel. 

Patroimen Frank Randolph and 

Gay White dr., whe received a 
stolen car report on their radie 

about an hour before, said they 
immediately recognized the car 

as one belonging te Louis Chause 

dr, of 8 Edma St. The pair was 
arrested at Mt. Clemens and 

Perry Sts. 

Freely and Slusher, according 

to the patrolmen, admitted rob- 
bing a filling station at 6065 S. 
Saginaw St. when the officers 

found $158 in their possession. 

  

Attendant Hobert L. Martin, 22, of | | 
197 Nebraska St., who was alone 

in the station at the time, said the 

pair bought a dollar’s worth of gas 

“Then the young one stuck the 
gun in my back and asked for the 
money,”’ said Martin. 

In a police show-up later Martin 

identified Freely and Slusher as 
the holdup men, according to Det. 

William Hanger. 

Bible Week Proclaimed 
by Governor Williams 
LANSING (UP) — Gov. G: Men- 

nen Williams today urged Michi- 
gan citizens to :read the Bible 
daily as he proclaimed the week 
of Oct. 19-25 as “Bible Week’’ in 

Michigan. 
“I urge our citizens during this 

week, through daily readings of 
the scriptures, to strengthen their 

  

and Recreation Department esti- 

mated the season's attendance at 

nearly 200,000, or about 10 times 

greater than last year's. 

An estimated 65,000 took advan- 

ltage of picnicking facilities and 

about 10,000 attended the Indepen-| Purchase, Eisenhower said, re- 
dence Day. celebration at Oakland 
Park. 

The Labor Day weekend 

brought a turnout of 7,500 at 

Murphy Bark alone, pointed out 
Keller. 

Other special events swelled the 

attendance. The annual Easter 
Egg Hunt at Beaudette Park drew 

some 2,500 children and adults, 

~~ Obviously, he meant a 
tapering off of outright 
American aid and an in- 
crease in American buying 
overseas — so that other 

countries, in return, can     “buy from us what we must 

} | in two days of earnést talks with 
| themen and farmer appyt their , 
twin’ problems of drought and sag- 

ging prices. 

He hit at that same theme 
in a speech prepared for de- 

livery at New Orieans Old 

Spanish City Hall, after a parade 

threugh the gaily-bedecked 

streets of this bustling port and 

earty American settlement. 

A single state — lowa — of the 
| thirteen involved in the Louisiana 

| cently reported a corn crop valued 

at more than 700 million dollars, 
or 30 times as much as the United 
States paid France for the Loui- 
siana Territory in 1803, 

Luncheon Guest 

YOKOSUKA, Japan #®—Shigeru | 

Yoshida, prime minsiter of Japan, 
was luncheon guest of Vice Adm. 

  

  while a fishing “‘rodeo’’ attracted | 
about 300 children to Dawson's Mill | 

Pond. ' Wisconsin today. 

Joseph J. Clark, U. S. Tth Fleet 
commander, abord the battleship   
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600,000th SHELL, CASE—Loyal Riley (left), super- . 
intendent of maintenance and 38-year employe of | dent of Willys Motors, Inc. The other half went to R. &. . 
Wilson Foundry Division here, presents half of the | Kalmbach, division general manager. The awards 
500,000th 90mm cartridge case produced by the/| were presented last night on behalf of 
division to Raymond R. Rausch, executive vice presi- | the division, a Willys subsidiary. 
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