
THE OAKLAND POSTS2
EPTEVBE

4
R

OAKLAND UNIVERSITS NDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER

ALSO INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:

The Kettering
Magnetics Laboratory
has been on campus
for 51 years, yet few
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o
o theweb
Want to beef up your professional social media presence? Ditch the selfies
and group photos. Staff Reporter Philip Johnson explains the perks and
pitfalls of online professionalism at the GSA's OU Leadership ExplOUration.
Read more at ww.oaklandpostonline.com.

PHOTO uf THE WEEK
STRICTLY BUSINESS// A sea of employers flooded the rec center basketball court for the Fall Career Fair on
Tuesday, September 23. Prospective students and alumni walked among booths for various businesses, includ-
ing banks, news stations and automobile companies

Photo by Danielle Copocan/The Oakland Post

Submit a photo to photos@oaklandpostonline.com for a chance to be featured. View all submissions at oaklandpostonline.com

THE SHACK IN THE WOODS
Managing Editor Kaylee Kean
investigates the long-forgotten
Kettering Magnetics Lab on
campus, which hasn't been used in
decades.

BY THE
NUMBERS
Magnetics lab edition

NO PLACE LIKE HOME
Grizzly pride burned strong last
weekend as alumni and students
alike convened for homecoming
festivities.

BELLS WILL BE RINGING
The OU community came out to
celebrate the dedication of the
Elliott Tower on Friday, September
19, complete with an original ode by
Oakland's own James Lentini.

POLL OF THE WEEK
What are your thoughts on the new iPhone 6?

A I need one, like, yesterday.

1:1 Team Android fo' lyfe.

0 It's just a sales gimmick. Pass.

I'll wait until it goes on sale.

Vote at www.oaklandpostonline.com

LAST WEEK'S POLL
How do you combat the freshman 15?

A) I get down with my bad self at weekly Zumba in the Rec.

B) Free carnival food? WHERE?'

C) What's wrong with gaining fifteen pounds?

0) I eat and exercise what I want, when I want.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
September 21, 2005

The Grizzlies defeat the University of Michigan for the first
time in Division 1 men's soccer.

September 25, 1996

The first phase of excavation for a new student and recrea-
tion center begins.

September 29, 2007

OU attempts to break Guinness World Record for largest
CPR training session.

-Compiled by Megan Carson, Copy Editor
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Perspectives

OPINION

Opinion: A not-so-elite daily
Jake Alsko

Web Editor

E
lite Daily is today's
premier provider
of lowest common

denominator entertain-
ment. Billed as "The Voice
of Generation-Y," the outlet
generates BuzzFeed-like con-
tent, but with more sexism,
stereotypes and an outright
reliance on overgeneralizing
anything and everything to
attract (often angry) readers.
Give Elite Daily credit, its

formula works: publications
don't get one million-plus
likes on their Facebook pages
and thousands of likes and
shares on their articles with-
out dedicated readership.
"The Elite Daily ethos is

centered on reader engage-
ment and fostering a true,
unique connection with our
readership through a plat-
form that facilitates discus-
sion rather than blandly
presenting news," says the .
site's mission statement.
This isn't true. Elite Daily

panders to the people of
Generation-Y; coddling them,
telling them only what they
want to hear. Elite Daily's re-
cent article, "50 Things About
Millennials That Make Corpo-
rate America Sh*t Its Pants,"
exemplifies this, as well as
everything that's wrong with
(pseudo) journalism, our
generation and the publica-
tion as a whole.

Elite Daily isn't facilitating
discussion, unless by "dis-
cussion" it is referring to the
hundreds of comments the
articles receive that trash the
publication and its contribu-
tors for being poorly cited,
written and articulated.
"Like that girl you can't un-

derstand, Corporate America
has gone from scorning us to
fearing us," writes Elite Daily
senior writer Lauren Martin.

Besides the inherently sex-
ist claim, Martin also incor-
rectly posits that somehow
Millenials function against
the corporate grain.
According to the Federal

Reserve's new Survey of Con-
sumer Finances, the wealthi-
est 3 percent of American
households controlled 54.4
percent of the nation's wealth
in 2013, up from 44.8 percent
in 1989. The share of wealth
held by the bottom 90 percent
fell to 24.7 percent in 2013,
compared to 33.2 percent in
1989.
Corporate America is not

threatened by Millennials, or
rather the attitudes Millenni-
als purportedly hold, as Mar-
tin claims. The rich continue
to get richer at the expense of
everyone else.
They don't care that "We're

willing to work for nothing if
it means being happy... De-
spite being in debt," as Martin
claims.
Assuming they want to live

under a roof and not share
meals with rodents, people
still ultimately work to get
paid. Martin says "We don't
have to go to college to get
ahead," but new studies sug-
gest otherwise.
According to a Pew Re-

search study in February,
Millennial college gradu-
ates ages 25 to 32 who are
working full time earn about
$17,500 more annually than
employed young adults with
only a high school diploma.
The pay gap between the two
was also much smaller in pre-
vious generations. College-
educated Millennials are also
less likely to be unemployed,
holding just a 3.8 percent un-
employment rate compared
to the 12.2 percent rate of
Millennials without a college
degree.
Martin says "We want ca-

reers, not jobs": also harder to
accomplish without a college
education.

Eighty-six percent of Mil-
liennial college graduates say
their job is a career or a step-
ping stone to a career. Only 57
percent of Millenials with a
high school education or less
can say the same.

Martin says "We're not
about climbing the ladder,
we're about circumventing it."
Someone taking Martin's

"50 things" as fact could miss
out on a college education
and a career while accruing
debt, feasibly ending up on
welfare and taking on odd-
end jobs to pay off that debt.

Relying on the government
and minimum wage jobs for
survival doesn't sound like
someone that knows "how
to beat the system:' That is,
unless, Martin's idea of beat-
ing the system is forcing its
collapse by abusing social
programs that weren't meant
to be solely relied upon in the
first place.
And many of those odd-

end jobs will be disappearing
soon, job loss provoked by
people not skilled enough to
survive outside of the system,
challenging the system.

Protesters across the coun-
try are calling for fast-food
chains to raise their wages,
and the chains are respond-
ing by automating their ser-
vice. In April, Panera Bread
announced that within the
next three years it plans to in-
troduce self-service ordering
kiosks and a mobile ordering
option in all its locations.

Elite Daily isn't empow-
ering Generation-Y by any
means. Intentionally or not,
the publication is crippling
readers that blindly accept
what it has to say. Just like
the sinister side of Corporate
America, Elite Daily profits
off of the ignorance of its
consumers, operating with
no regard for quality, under
the guise of simply provid-
ing products its consumers
desire.
"The fact that some of you

actually can write or agree
with this kind of nonsense
basically proves the point,"
said Stephen Rexroth, the
top commenter on the "50
Things" article. "None of
these things scare corporate
America. The fact that you
actually believe this nonsense
and that someday soon you'll
be in charge is what actually
frightens people."

Contact lake Alsko at
web@oaklandpostonline.corn.

The views expressed in Perspectives do not
necessarily represent those of The Oakland Post.
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Campus

ADVISING
A

•
WWW.OAKLAND.EDU/ADVISINGAWARD

•

NOMINATE YOUR OAKLAND
UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC
ADVISOR FOR THE 2014-2015
OUTSTANDING \i')ROFESSIONAL
ADVISING AWit,RD.

Award Criteria:
The Selection Committee will evaluate
nominations on the evidence of qualities
and practices that distinguish an
outstanding professional academic advisor,
including:
-Building mentoring relationships
-Strong leadership skills
-Innovation in the creation of new programs

-High student satisfaction

To learn more about nominating your advisor and the qualifications please visit
www.oakland.edu/advisingawarcl

Classifieds
61 Oakland Center, Oakland University
Rochester, MI 48306

Rates:
$0.35 per word ($7 min.)

Unlimited Frequency
STUDENT DISCOUNTS!

APA

Beautiful

-Located

-Rent Inc'

-Each Apa

-On-site L

-OnThe B

-Student

Call 248.4

' ENTS AVAILABLE FOR RENT WORK AVAILABLE ROOMATE WANTED VALET NEEDED

I And 2 Bedroom Apartments Available

' Miles From Oakland University

ides Water And Parking (1 Bedroom Includes Heat)

rtment Has Central Air Conditioning

aundry

JS Line

)iscount Available

lard10 corn

Seeking person over 18 to work
5 hours between 8:30am and
3:00pm. Driving skills a bonus. Serv-
ing lunch at off site locations. Flexible
days. c_carilivvents..com (2481

Looking for a male roommate to share
expenses with. I have a place close
to campus, looking to cut expenses.
$405/month oududel23456,saol.com

Valet parking attendants, must be 21 or older, mL
know how to drive a stick-shift, must have a cleE
record (248) 740-0900 or apply online at nava
firstclassvaletcornivalet-parkinWeMPicivment-

DDDi i cat ion/
410-0876

Books Babysitting Request to inch.
Garage Sales Help Wanted picture or additi
Cars Carpools formatting as ni
Rent Misc., etc.

_ ..

74.3375 Or Email: MIchudnow@gmail.com
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II 1,,,111(4 r1 ,. , 10 Oakland POSt is subject to acceptance
by Ow newspaper, and The Llaklal 43,1 escrow the oght to repect copy at its sole
discretion at any Me prior to Publication
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Campus

Grizzlies on the Prowl: " activity?"
What is yo!a-favorite fall

Alayna Provost, junior, nursing

"Probably going to the cider mill
and getting donuts...any place

that has donuts works:'

William Snell, sophomore,
computer science

"I like football-related things.
Parties, tailgates, games, that sort

of thing."

DOWNTOWN EDUCATION NOOK
IN 4`iNTOWN AL,BURN HI L

The DEN is a community facility designed for students and the public
as a place to study (alone or with a group), research. ot simply read
Located in Downtown Auburn Hills, this 1,564-sq-ft historical log

cabin offers a truly unique and comfot table study environment as well as

• Free Wireless Internet • Free budding use

• Quiet study 8 casual study rooms • Fireplates tot study un Lula winttti tlay
• Free and convenient parking • Walk to bars, restaurants A coffee shops
• Outdoor deck, patio a seating (weather perynotttnei

Open days a week!

sat.

3388 Auburn Rd Au. • •• Mt

At the corner or Squirrel A.,: Roads

248-606-4392

auburnhills orgicommunity/downtown/theDEN

Shannon Robinson, junior,
nursing

"Buying the fall scents of
candles: apple pumpkin, you

know. It's in my car, my room.:

— Compiled by Kaylee Kean,
Managing Editor

W1111131
REIM

Submit an opinion column to
editor@oaklandpostonline.com
and you could see it in print

Be sure to provide contact information,
dass standing and field of study.

11

Marijuana found in residency
hall

Officers were dispatched to a
residence hall on September 21 at 11:57
p.m. responding to a report of possible
marijuana use.
The officers were informed that two

students coming into the building had
an odor of marijuana on them. They
were also told that there was an odor of
marijuana coming from a dorm room.
The officers knocked on the door

but got no response. Two students
approached the door and the officers
asked them both if they had smoked
marijuana. They both replied that they
had.

After receiving authorization to
search the room, the officers found a
small amount of marijuana and some
drug paraphernalia.
The officers then attempted to

search one of the students' vehicles,
which the student admitted to having
marijuana in, but after receiving a call
about a possible fight, advised the
students to dispose of the marijuana
and released them at the scene.

Fight in Hamlin Circle
Officers responded to Hamlin Circle

on Sept. 20 at 3:00 p.m. for a fight in
progress involving possibly 10 or more
people. The people involved in the fight
took off in a vehicle before the officers
arrived.
A witness said that two people were

walking by a vehicle and started yelling
at the occupants inside. Three oc-
cupants then exited the vehicle started
fighting the people who were walking.
A witness stated there was a lot of
hairpulling and yelling.
A witness said that the people

walking fled the scene on foot, and
the people in the vehicle took off down
Meadow brook towards Ravine.

Officers were not able to find out
how or why the fight ended.

— Compiled by Josh Soltman
Interim Chief Copy Editor

www.oaklandpostonline.com The Oakland Post // September 24, 2014 5



(TOP) A professor conducts work
in the lab. This lab, built in 1963,
was used steadily for 20 or so
years before being abandoned
due to lack of money, research-
ers and accessibility. The physics
department has unsuccessfully
pushed for renovations in the
past, and is currently waiting to
see how the new administration

will respond.

Photo courtesty of the University
Archives

(MIDDLE) Students
and professors tour the
lab after it first opens.
Research has been

conducted by both OU
and outside professors
on. the Einstein-deHaas
effect, beta ray spectros-
copy work, low tempera-
ture physics, magnetic
properties in blood, and
time reversal, among
many other things.

Photo courtesty of the
University Archives

(BOTTOM) A relatively-new sign
has been placed outside the

lab, there is power to the lights
inside, but the building itself has
fallen into a state of disrepair
after lack of use and vandal-
ism Repairs could cost up to
$200,000, according to Slavin

Photo by Kaylee Kean
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History in hiding
A historal bill1[1111 dECd\IS thg 100EIS les III MR? 13,teosr- iyg nb yb yK T3, en e DKeer amn iner

1

I
n the depths of the forest, a building crumbles, unused
and unknown to the civilization not too far away.

At the edge of campus, where the paved road ends, a
trail begins. This trail leads through the trees for less than half

a mile, soon reaching a field where there is a small, t-shaped

building made completely from non-magnetic materials, right

down to the aluminum nails and plastic light fixtures. The door

is decayed, the roof is caving in, and weeds are hugging the

dirty white walls that have stood for 51 years.

This building is called the Kettering Magnetics Lab, and it's

something that has been a part of Oakland University since

nearly the beginning.

What is it?
"It's rare, let's put it this way," said Dr. Andrei Slavin, chair

of the physics department. This department has had control
of the lab since it was brought to campus in 1963, when the
Kettering Magnetics Lab was moved from its original location

in Dayton, Ohio.
It is named for Charles F Kettering, the inventor of the au-

tomobile electric self-starter and initial director of the General

Motors Research Laboratories. Kettering had been extremely
interested in magnetics research and was searching for

someone to take the reigns on his lab.
After hearing of this, Chancellor Durward B. "Woody" Var-

ner wrote to the vice president of the Kettering Foundation,
proposing the lab's establishment at OU. He found it a great
opportunity for "unique types of magnetic research'," as he
wrote in the letter.
The foundation agreed to this proposal, promising to fund

the lab for five years and hand complete responsibility over

to OU after that period. The lab and its equipment was then
transferred with a grant of $60,000. Gifford F Scott of the

GM Research Laboratories was also transferred to continue

research with OU faculty.
The Kettering Magnetics Lab was, and still is, one-of-a-kind

due to its controlled nature. Completely built of non-magnetic

material and well-isolated from mechanical vibrations and
magnetic disturbances, the lab is located in an ideal spot for a
controlled or neutralized magnetic field, which can be created

by Helmholtz coils. These coils are regulated by other equip-

ment that follow the ever-changing magnitude and direction

of the earth's magnetic field, thus compensating for it and

allowing for a nearly perfect magnetic vacuum.
These and other conditions make the lab suitable for ex-

periments requiring mechanical stability and a near-zero or

accurately controlled, ambient magnetic field, according to
Slavin. He said he does not know of any other such facilities
in Michigan.

Falling into disorder
In October 1966, Robert Williamson, professor emeritus

and then director of the lab, began writing to Varner with com-
plaints. He wrote that he hadn't figured out how to improve
the lab, that the road was becoming impassible for private

vehicles and his requests for paving it were being ignored,

and that he didn't have control over the money .
"In short, I am not really director of anything," Williamson

wrote. "GM has more to give us than we have to give them "

Things have only fallen since then.

"The Kettering Lab has not been used for the main pur-
pose for which it was built for quite a while," Slavin said.

In 2009, the physics department found that the lab was in
bad shape and needed repairs for the roof and a few other
things, according to Slavin. Williamson then wrote a brief his-
tory on the lab for the university.

"In addition to serving as a platform for gyromagnetic ex-

periments, the Kettering Laboratory has played a major role in

the development of the Oakland Physics Department's medi-

cal physics program:" Williamson wrote. "Scott's Einstein-
deHaas measurements are still the best and most extensive
available."
He referenced work by Professor Norman Tepley on the

magnetic fields created by blood flow in students — research

that gave him the start needed to launch a successful research
program at Ford Hospital. He mentioned other research that
"attracted international interest, but not money."

The department applied to the university, and the decision
was to replace the roof and complete basic repairs. Campu

facilities soon said that would not be enough, however, and
that more extensive repairs would be needed to make the lab
operational. These repairs would come to nearly $200,000,
according to Slavin. The money was never found.

Since then, there have been several break-ins and acts of

vandalism to the magnetic lab. Equipment has been stolen,
including the Helmholtz coils that made the, controlled mag-
netic fields possible, and Slavin said the facility is currently

unusable.

'Cautiously optimistic'
The issue of renovations has not yet been presented

to the new administration, Slavin said, but he and other
members of the department are "cautiously optimis-
tic and hopeful" that the new administration will find it
worthwhile to aid in funding restoration.
"We think that it's just a historic symbol and a valu-

able space which could be used by not only us, but other
departments on campus," Slavin said. "You would think

that it should be restored. We want to attract the attention
of the campus community to this place and we think that
(the substantial repairs) should be considered."

Until then, the lab sits in its field in the woods. Its door
is broken, its roof caved in, and its interior full of scattered

and broken equipment. There is an empty space where
the Helmholtz coils once stood, and words scrawled

across a dusty chalkboard:

"OU campus continues to expand, but this time cap-

sule lays dormant."

This information was gathered from Slavin, the Univer-
sity Archives and The Oakland Observer archives.


