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100 Die, 125 Injured in Aircraft C 
Carrier Fire Victims 

  

Seaman 
  

  

Describes 
Smothering Smoke 

(Editor's Note: Below are the first 
eyewitness accounts of the fire 
e rd the aircraft carrier Benning- 
ton as told to United Press and As- 
sociated Press reporters} 

Bruno Costantini of Detroit, a 

seaman, said he was sitting in the 

mess hall when “I heard two 

blasts,”” and smoke began pouring 

into the room. 

“I was just putting my chow 

down on the table—that was about 
‘ on | heard the first 

blast and saw the heavy smoke. 
“I dashed up forward where the 

fire was, to see what I could do. - 

“There was smoke everywhere. 

A lot of the men were -tiN in 

their racks (bunks) when it hap- 

pened. 

“A lot of officers-were burned, 

as well as seamen. 

‘I dashed up to the hangar deck 

and began helping to pull men out. 

I guess I must have pulled out 

about 10. 
“Rumors say the fire was near   

a generator. But I don’t know. All 

I know is that I heard the blast 
and saw the smoke and everyone 
started shouting.’ 

Capt. Raborn, another Nayyman 
aboard, described the accident to 

reporters in the Bennington’s No. 1 

ready room. 

“We just completed our first 

successful launching of the first 

of our air groups when suddenly 

an explosion shook the forward 

part ef the ship down on the 

second or third deck. 

*‘Realizing a serious catastrophe 

had occurred we launched the rest 

of the air group to free the decks 

for casualty control. 

“I am mighty proud of the way 

the crew of the fighting Benning- 

ton handled this very serious cas- 

ualty catastrophe. They displayed 
remarkable feats of heroism and 

I can only say that as the truth 
of the story comes out you can 

judge for yourselves and be 

proud 

“The nature of the explosion at 

the moment is undetermined. The 

general location is in one of three 

or four major items of equipment. 

“The best information now is 

(that it occurred) possibly at the 

five-inch fuse magazine. 

and until we do get information I 

can only say it was a serious ex- 

plosion at the third level on the 

port side. 

“The cooperation of the shore 

activities in furnishing helicopter 

service bringing doctors and 

corpsmen et sea and at the dock 

has been magnificent. 

“One of our two doctors appar- 

ently was killed and the other, 
Commdr. Clyde Norman, did a 

heroic job to take care of the   injured."’ 

After the initial shock of the ex- 

| Plosion, Capt. Raborn said, the 

| men aboard the ship took quick ac- 
| tion. 

  

McCarthy Bolts Hearing 
  

Balks at Claim That Schine 
Took Unauthorized Leave 

From AP and INS Dispatches 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy angrily 

stalked out of the Senate inquiry into his dispute with 
the Army today with the assertion that he refused to 
listen to a young captain’s testimony, which the Senator 
labeled “drivel.” 
McCarthy’s walkout occurred during the testimony of 

Pvt. G. David Schine’s company commander at Fort Dix, 
N. J., Capt. Joseph J, M. Miller. 

|Showers Are Due 
in Pontiac Area 
on Thursday 

Partly cloudy skies tonight are 
expected to precede scattered 
showers in the area Thursday. ac- 

cording to the U. S. Weather Bu- 
reau. 

Temperatures are expected to 
range from a low of 42 to 4 to 
night and to a high of 74 to 78 

tomorrow. 

Tuesday, the mercury rose from 
a low of 43 to a high of 71 de- 

grees in the area. 
At 8 a.m. today the reading was 

4. but by 2 p.m. in downtown 

Pontiac, the temperature stood 
at 64 degrees. 
  

“This is completely unconfirmed |. 
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HELICOPTER AMBULANCE—Medical corpsmen 

carry a crewman injured in the fire on the carrier 

Bennington today from a helicopter 

Thosé injured the most seriously were airlifted from 

bag 

to an ambulance. | near the Naval 

the carrier as it raced to berth at Quonset, R. I. | history. 

About 100 are reported dead and 125 injured. The 

helicopters landed the seriously injured on a street 

fire was the worst peacetime disaster in the Navy's 

gy 
“a 

AP Wirephete 

Hospital in nearby Newport. The 

  

Report Adopted 

on Equalization 
Valuation Figures Only 
$1 Million Less, Affect 
Two Localities 

Oakland County Supervisors to- 

Memorial Parade Planned 
tor Pontiac on Saturday 

Thirty-four organizations will participate in the 

arrier Blaze 
| 

Copters Rush Victims 
to Hospitals in Newport 

Explosion Rips Bennington 
on Routine Atlantic Cruise; 
Battered Ship Docks 

QUONSET POINT, R. I. (AP) — Two explosions and a 
fire killed about 100 Navy men and injured 125 others 

aboard the aircraft carrier Bennington today as she 
cruised along the eastern coastline en route from Norfolk, 
Va., to her home base at Newport, R. I. 

Several hours after the Navy had announced 79 had 
died and 220 had been injured, the Bennington’s skipper, 

Capt. William F. Raborn Jr., told newsmen: that “about 
100 were killed.’”” 

The craft came into this port shortly after noon today, 
her decks lined with tired crewmen, their faces blackened 

by smoke. / 
Ens. Robert Grant of Brooklyn, N. Y., his own ankles 

bleeding, told newsmen “all I can say is, God I’m lucky 
to be alive.” He was directing the evacuation of the cas- 
ualties as he spoke. 

Grant estimated the first of two explosions occurred 

Bomb Damages ss" tanear'ty nen 

Door of Home 

ward hangar bay when I 

head genera! quarters 

alarm sounded. I listened 

for a moment and suddenly 
it dawned on me that there 

Police Find No Motive 
After Blast at House 
on Virginia Avenue 

A homemade bomb smashed 8] ing or killed in 1952 in a mid-Atan: 
screen door of a house on Vir-' tic collission between the destroyer 

  

was no report that this was 
a drill.” 
The disaster probably was one 

of the worst in Naval peacetime   
  

Memorial Day parade in Pontiac Saturday morning, 
William B. Thomas, general parade chairman, said 
today. 

The 500 marchers, led by the Marine Corps League 

color guards and Pontiac Police escorts, will step off at 
10 a. m. from Whittemore and Jackson Sts. and parade 

ginia avenue early today, spraying | 

debris 90 feet. 

Target of the bombing was the, 

family 

Hobson and the carrier Wasp. 

A shift of helicopters carried 
many of the injured 

home of the Ed Vanderworps at| #*here to the Newport Naval Hos- 

24 Virginie Ave. The Vanderworp| Pits! screse the bay from here as 
the 32,000-ton Essex class carrier 

commited ten 

State Plans War 

on Gypsy Moths 
Emergency Session Is 

  

    

not return until the Army 
vate life of David Schine.” 
However, McCarthy re- 

turned to the hearing room 
after a 15-minute absence 
and indicated he would sub- 
ject Miller to vigorous cross- 
examination. 
McCarthy objected to Miller's 

testimony about Schine’s absence 

from Fort Dix last Dec. 31, when, 
in violation of the company com- 

  
  day adopted a second “equaliza- 

lel tn ten an.an to| Truce Parley 

Plan Not OK'd 
British Proposal Fails 
to Win Support of All 
Anti-Red Delegations 

3968,008.754 — about’$1.000.000 less 

than the report they sent back to | 

committee last week. 
Elmer W. Haack. equalization | 

committee chairman, said only | 
Groveland Township and City of | 

Lathrup Village figures were 

changed. 

The committee lopped $143,973 

north on Saginaw street to the Civil War 
  —* Oakland Ave. 

NYC Leaders 
Battling Today 
Both Young and White | 

‘ind Sapo 
escaped injury. 

Capt. Clark M. Wheaton, head of | ™°ved toward port. 
tiac detectives, said the bomb-| There was no explana- 
“might have been a case of) tion of the explosiqng ane te   Following a yer serv- 

ice by Chaplain Orvin 

Weaver o;1 the Oakland 

County Council of Veterans, 
a trophy will be presented 
to the largest marching vet-   erans’ unit in the parade. 

After taps are sounded the units 

staken identity’ as there ap-|port said high octafie gas was im 
peared to be no motive for the | volved. 
violence. Grant said the fire evidently was 

Vanderworp, 72, a retired metal | caused by two explosions. one be- 
finisher, said he could not explain |fore the general quarters alarm 
it as he knew of no one with &| was sounded and one afterward 
grudge against his family Grant said: “Five guys went to 

" Pelice said the bomb had a the hatch and I saw them pulling 

time fuse and was fashioned prs it. Suddenly a terrific explo- 

from a six-inch lead pipe. It | Sion shook the ship and blew the 
apparently was laid between the hatch in. The five guys just van- 

  

Called to Finance Big 
Spray Job on Pests 

LANSING (#—Gov. Williams to- 

day called an emergency session | 

mander’s instructions, the former 
Senate committee aide left the 

post 

Both the Wisconsin senator and 
his chief counsel, Roy M. Cohn. as- 

serted that Miller’s testimony was 

  
of the Michigan “little legislature” “irrelevant” to the Army's charge 

to finance an all-out attack on a! that they used improper pressure 

destructive plant pest that has/|to force favored treatment for 

i 

mysteriously leaped 20 , miles | 

from Pennsylvania. 

Gypsy moths, 

found farther west than Pennsyl- 

vania, have been found in a two 

mile stretch along the south limits 
of Lansing. 

The “‘little legislature,” official- 

ly the emergency appropriations 
committee, was called to meet 

June 2. It will be asked to pro- 
vide between $20,000 and $30,000 
for airplane spraying of a three- 

mile radius around the infested 
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| Schine 

the first to be | 

  

at Fort Dix. 

Earlier, Miller said Schine 

once apparently tried to offer 

him a trip te Florida, and also 
told him he was in service “to 

remake the American military 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 2) 

Candidate Delegates 
Rush to File Petitions 

Petitions for efection as dele- 

gates to the August county con- 

ventions were filed by 113 Demo- 

crats and 117 Republicans before 

the 4 p. m. deadline yesterday, 

County Clerk Lynn D. Allen said 

today. . 
A last-minute rush accounted for 

the majority of petitions, Allen 

said, since only 59 Republicans and 

  

  

  

| GENEVA ®—A British plan to 
|open immediate military discus- 
| sions here between rival military 

| commands on how to end the war 

in Indochina has failed to win ap- 
|} proval from all the anti-Comm- 

nist delegations. 

This was disclosed today by a 

conference source, who said the 

delegations from Laos and Cam- 

bodia objected to a four-point pro- 
posal made yesterday by British 

Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden. 

Delegates from those two Indo- 

china states feared the plan 

might lead to partition of their 
countries. 

The conference was_ temporarily 
adjourned unti] tomorrow to give 

the delegations time to work out 

a new approach, the source said. 

Pham Van Dong, the Vietminh 

minister, put forward a plan yes- 
terday which emphasized earlier 

Communist claims on parts of 
Laos and Cambodia.   off its estimate of Groveland’s 

valuation, setting it at $1,740,973. 
Lathrup Village was valued at 
$8,337,949 — a reduction of $902,- 

@73 last week's. 

Lioyd Anderson of Waterford 
Township and several other super- 
visors tried to get the board to 

pass a compromise report based 
partly on last year's figures and 
partly on the equalization commit- 

tee’s new suggested figures. The 

board voted it down. 
The new total county figure is 

$121,000.000 higher than last year’s. 
Supervisors set valuation figures 

so that each city and township 
will share the county tax burden 

at the same rate — regardless of 

what per cent of sale value each 

local assessor sets on homes and 

lots, 
Haack said that for the first 

time this year, the county used 
figures worked out by its own 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 6) 
  

Visitor From Outer Space? 
  

still much higher. 
Base. 

at 60,000 feet. 

trailing from the balloon, 

to measure wind drift.       of the gas had escaped. 

Object in Sky Identified 
as Lonely Weather Balloon 

By BURDETT C. STODDARD 

What some suspicioned to be inhabitants of another world peering 

down on Pontiac from a flying saucer was identified as only a migrant 

weather balloon yesterday by the Lake Angelus observatory. 

Reports of the mysterious round-white object began reaching ‘the 

Pontiac Press about 2 p. m. It was proceeding slowly over Pontiac 

toward the northwest at a very high altitude. 

John Yungk of 45 Lewis St. was the first to call in about the 

“silvery object over northern Pontiac.” 

A plane from Detroit went up to 10,000 feet and said the object was 

A jet’was then dispatched from Selfridge Airforce 

"It reached 30,000 feet and reported the object appeared to be 
a balloon 150 feet in diameter drifting at about 15 miles per hour 

The jet’s pilot said some rope, probably about 70 feet long, was 

The McMath-Hulbert Observatory at Lake Angelus trained a six- 

inch telescope on the air-borne voyager. Dr. Orren C. Mohler, 

assistant director, said it “was plainly a plastic weather balloon used 

“It was moving from the southeast to northwest. We could see 
the wrinkles on the balloon'’s surface.” 

Queries revealed that the balloon did not come trom the U. 8. 

Weather Bureau in Detroit or the Grosse Me Naval Air. Station. 

Weather officials said the balloon may possibly have been released 

trom the vicinity of Cleveland. They said the wind-testing device was 

‘| probably filled with helium and would settle to earth when enough 

on Stockholders Train, | win assemble at the Perry Park 

Do Not Meet | Cemetery veterans plot for presen- 

ALBANY, N.Y. W—The titanic | ‘Sion of wreaths and prayer. Billy 
struggle for control of the 2%-bil- | Wickins, commander of the state 

lion dollar New York Central Rail-| American Legion, will address 

road system got under way in Al-| spectators after the service. 
bany today with both sides claim- | 

ing victory. 
Sponsored by the Pontiac Ameri- 

|ean Legion Cook-Nelson Post, the 
Robert R. Young, leader of the 

forces seeking to oust the present 
management and board of direc- 

tors of the second largest railroad 
in the world, arrived in Albany 
aboard the first section of a special 

train that brought approximately | 
1.000 stockholders from New York 

City 
He told reporters his group was 

certain of victory and added: 

“It's just routine now. The 

fight was over a long time ago, 

but the other side kept spending 
the New York Central’s money— 

about two million dollars of it— 

and we're going to try to collect 

it trom them when we get in.” 

Shortly after arriving at the Un- 
ion Station, Young went to the 10th 
Regiment Armory, where the an- 
nual meeting of Central stockhold- 
ers is being held. 

William White, president of the 

Central and the leader in the fight 
to keep the railroad under its pres- 

ent management, also was in the 
first section of the New York-Al- 
bany special But he got off at 
Poughkeepsie about halfway up the 
Hudson River and boarded the sec- 
Hond section. 

A spokesman said that White 

wanted to mingle with stockhold- 

ers in both sections. 

White and Young did not meet 
face to face on the train. 

White had moved like a politici 
through the first nine cars, shaki 

hands with stockholders and ex- 
pecting to meet Young at any mo- 

ment. But Young, who had been 
in the seventh car at the start. 
had worked his way to the rear 
observation car. 
Young also walked through the 

cars, shaking hands. and promising 
stockholders he would raise divi- 
dents on the stock. 

Sues Actor Glenn Ford 
LOS ANGELES #—Alleging that 

actor Glenn Ford refused to com- 

plete his part in the movie ‘‘The 
Americano,” Robert Stillman Pro- 
ductions has sued him for 1% mil- 
lion dollars damages. 
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We Tep All Deals, New or Used 

Oliver Buick 
  

Oemen's Tews Tet-Reren   

parade will last about two hours. 

Thomas said. ~ 
Other members of the patade 

committee are Miss Jackolyn 

Smith, co-chairman; John Hirlin- 

ger, float chairman; Harry Patti- 

son, honorary parade marshal, and 

Charles Foote, parade marshal. 

Pontiac city dignitaries, ac- 
cording to Thomas, have been 
invited to take part in the pa- 

rade, 

The “Betsy Ross,”’ a Girl Scout 

float, the American Legion 4 & 8 
locomotive and the Marine Corps 

League Float of low Jima will be 

featured in the parade. 
Other participating will 

be the Gold Star Mothers, Pontiac 
Senior High School Band, U. S. 
Navy, Army and Marine reserves, 
National Guards, Civil Air Patrol. 
Boy Scouts, 703rd Tank Battalion. 

Spanish American War Veterans, 
VFW, DAV, AMVETS, Korean Vet- 
erans, Candian Legion and auxil- 
iary, Daughters of the American 

Revolution, Daughters of Union 
Veterans, Navy Mothers, MOMS of 
America and Blue Star Mothers. 

screen door and the front door, 

The blast, heard throughout 

the neighborhood, blew fragments 

of the bomb 90 feet into ‘1 neigh- 

bor’s garage. 
Vanderworp said his wifi, Mabel, 

67, and son, Eddie, 26, a Pontiac 
Press photographer. were asleep 

and he was working a crossword | 

  

ished." 

Grant said the hangar suddenly 

filled with smoke and that there 
| must have been 30 or 40 men 

around, some choking and some 
coughing and others “just plain 
screaming.” 

Grant said “we all gripped an- 

other's hands and the lead man 
puzzle in the front room when he | made his way to an opening to the 
heard a loud explosion that ‘‘sound- | 
ed like a firecracker.” | 

He said he didn't see the} 

smashed screen at first but a later 

check showed that a hole had been 
blown through the screen's bottom, 

wooden crosspiece 
Pieces of pipe were found later | 

when police searched the neigh-| 
borhood 

Stranahan, Campbell’ 
Each Gain Victory 
MUIRFIELD, Scotland (INS) — 

Former Champion Frank Strana- | 

han of Toledo, Ohio, and big Bill} 

Campbell of Huntington. W. Va., | 
both advanced to the - fifth round | 

of the British Amateur Golf Tour- | 
nament today with victories at his- | 

toric Muirfield. 
Stranahan routed William Kirk- 

patrick of Scotland, 6 and 5, in his 
afternoon fourth - rounder, while 

Campbell downed another Scot, 
Stuart Murray, 2 up. 

  

  
starboard side forward. 

“"My ankles are raw and bleed- 

ing.”’ he said ‘‘but that is nothing, 

nothing at all compared to what 

happened to some of my buddies."’ 
Grant said the fire crews fought 

the blaze almost as soon as it 

started and were still fighting it 
at the time the carner docked at 

Quonset. 
The carrier reached port at 12:31 

p.m., more than ‘six hours after 
the estimated time of the explo 

sions 
A Navy spokesman said none 

of the names of the dead or in- 

jured would be released until 

next of kin were notified. 

An urgent radio appeal from 
the carrier to Quonset asking that 

‘| medical aid await her arrival gave 

the first inkling of the tragedy. 

The Bennington reported then that 

the fire was under control. 

Ambilances, doctors and nurses 

gathered at Quonset. Ambulances 
were manned and equipped at the 

Chelsea Naval Hospital. All fa- 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 7) 
  

May Precipitation Less Than Inch 
  

Farms Need More Rain 
Oakiand County farmers face 

serious crop damage unless soak- 

ing rains wash &way drought con- 

ditions in the next 10 days. 

  & Ceentry— 
Open Every Mite ‘Til § O'clock 

“Crops will start to wilt because 
of the lack of moisture, which 
means that benefits from the early 
spring rains will have disap- 

peared,”’ said Alchin. 

“Coming into May our moisture 

content was good. But now it is 

starting to go downhill.” 
  

In Today’s Press 
Birmingham 
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Precipitation records show that 

less than an inch of rain — .79 
of an inch to be exact — has 

fallen so far this month. Normal 

May rainfall is 3.61 inches. 

Aichin pointed out that rainfall 
measured in the hundredths of an 

inch compares with heavy dew and 
is virtually worthless from an 
agricultural standpoint. 

Only twice since May 1 has pre- 
cipitation risen to the 

 


