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Minutes of the Meeting
of the

Oakland University Board of Trustees
March 8, 1989

Present: Chairman Patricia Hartmann, and Trustees Phyllis
Law Googasian, David Handleman, Ken Morris, Stephan
Sharf, James A. Sharp, Jr., and Howard Sims

Absent: Trustee Larry Chunovich

Chairman Hartmann called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. in the
Gold Rooms of the Oakland Center.

Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of February 8, 1989

Trustee Handleman, seconded by Trustee Morris, moved approval of
the proposed minutes. The motion was voted on and unanimously
carried.

Recommendation to Accept Gifts and Grants to Oakland University
for the period of January 1, 1989, through January 31, 1989

Mr. David Rodwell, Vice President for External Affairs, stated
that the gifts and grants for the period of January 1, 1989,
through January 31, 1989, totaled $486,833.71.

Trustee Handleman, seconded by Trustee Sharp, moved approval of

the recommendation. The motion was voted on and unanimously
carried.

Information Report on Gifts and Grants to the Oakland University

Foundation for the period of January 1, 1989, through January 31,
1989

Mr. Rodwell stated that the gifts and grants to the Oakland Univer-
sity Foundation for the period of January 1, 1989, through January
31, 1989, totaled $13,765. The report was accepted by the Board
of Trustees. P

Faculty Personnel Actions

Dr. Keith Kleckner, Senior Vice President for University Affairs
and Provost, made the following recommendations:

Appointment

Kapil, Vikas, Clinical Assistant Professor of Industrial
Health and Safety, effective January 1, 1989, through
December 31, 1989 (new appointment to an honorary
position) ‘@
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Emeritus Appointments

Feeman, George F., Emeritus Professor of Mathematical
Sciences, effective March 8, 1989

Dettman, John W., Emeritus Professor of Mathematical
Sciences, effective March 8, 1989

Leave of Absence

Klemanski, John S., Assistant Professor of Political
Science, leave from August 29, 1989, through April 26,
1990 (with no pay)

Leave of Absence Withdrawn

Beardman, John L., Professor of Art and Art History,
sabbatical leave from August 29, 1989, through April 26,
1990 (with half pay) [Supersedes previous Board action of
February 8, 1989]

Resignatio o) ti e

Hart-Gonzalez, Lucinda, Associate Professor of Linguis-
tics, Sociology and Anthropology, effective August 14,
1989

Hilbers, Pamela A., Special Instructor in Physical
Therapy, effective August 14, 1989

Trustee Googasian, seconded by Trustee Handleman, moved approval
of the recommendations. The motion was voted on and unanimously
carried.

Restructuring of Current Program in Physjcal Therapy from

accalau te to Master’s Degqree lev
Trustee Sims joined the meeting at this time.

Mr. Kleckner stated that many schools across the country are revis-
ing their physical therapy programs to require more science and
professional practice courses in response to the changes in the
profe551on. Oakland’s present program requires 162 credits, which
is considerably more than the 136 credits which is the highest
number of credit hours required for any other baccalaureate pro-
gram. It is recommended that the required credits for the physi-
cal therapy program be expanded to 187 with the granting of a
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master’s degree at the end of the five-year program. He stated
that all four of the institutions in Michigan which offer a phys-
ical therapy degree will be increasing their credit requirements
within the next few years. He added that the University Affairs
Committee has reviewed this item at its February 8, 1989, meeting.

Chairman Hartmann asked if Mr. Kleckner was stating that similar
proposals were being approved by other universities in Michigan.
Mr. Kleckner confirmed that all of the universities which offer
physical therapy degrees are moving toward this change. He added
that a statewide plan has been developed to "phase the moves".
One third of the programs around the country have now gone to the
master’s degree program. This new program would offer more sub-
ject depth to Oakland physical therapy students.

Trustee Sims stated that the University Affairs Committee has
reviewed the proposal, and he moved approval of the recommenda-
tion. Trustee Sharp seconded the motion.

Trustee Morris asked if there were any negative aspects in making
this change. Mr. Kleckner stated that there were slight addi-
tional costs which have been supplied to the Board members in the
accompanying material to the agendum. He added that the physical
therapy students preferred the option of the master’s degree
program.

Trustee Sims stated that this new program would enhance the stu-
dents’ professional opportunities.

Trustee Sharp asked if any educational training was being offered
to the alumni of the physical therapy program in order that they
may update their skills and be eligible candidates for the mas-
ter’s degree in physical therapy. Mr. Kleckner stated that there
will be some "slots" reserved for those who have graduated with
the baccalaureate in physical therapy to return to Oakland for
this reason.

The motion was voted on and unanimously carried.

Amendments to University Student Congress Constitution

Ms. Wilma Ray-~Bledsoe, Vice President for Student Affairs, stated
that a referendum was held in the fall of 1988, and two amendments
to the Oakland University Congress Constitution were passed. The
first amendment was the change of the name of the group from

Oakland University Congress to Oakland University Student Congress
in Article I, Name. The second amendment was to insure that there
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would be one vote per congressional seat in each election in
Article IV, Membership and Election. She stated that both items
passed.

Ms. Ray-Bledsoe made the following recommendation:

WHEREAS, a student referendum has been held to amend
the Oakland University Congress Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the referendum vote approved amendments to
Article I and Article IV, section vii, to read as
follows:

Article I, Name - The name of this organization
shall be the Oakland University Student Congress.

Article 1V, Membership a ection, section vii, -
Each student enrolled at the time of any election
shall have the right to cast one vote for President
and twenty votes for Congress members The method of
voting shall be one vote per person per congres-
sional seat. No half votes shall be permitted.

Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the
aforementioned amendments to the Oakland University
Congress Constitution.

Trustee Googasian, seconded by Trustee Handleman, moved approval
of the recommendation.

Chairman Hartmann asked Mr. Brian Murphy, Oakland University
Congress President, if he had any comments. Mr. Murphy expressed
his opinions on this issue by reading a memorandum addressed to
the Board. The following are excerpts from this memorandum:

The advantage to the name change from "Oakland University
Congress" to "Oakland University Student Congress" is
that it offers more credibility and understanding to the
duties of the Congress. The overwhelming disadvantage to
this referendum is the cost of changing all of the sta-
tionery and stenciling to the new name. At a time when
the Congress is constrained by a tight budget, the name
change cannot be afforded without damaging programming.
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The students saw no need for the cumulative voting clause
in Article IV. Unfortunately this leaves many of the
minority students at a severe disadvantage in gaining a
seat on Congress as they already have a smaller pool of
students voting on their behalf. The biggest misconcep-
tion was that cumulative voting only inflated the votes,
when in all actuality, it offered the students the oppor-
tunity to weigh their support for one candidate over
another without forfeiting their right to their constitu-
tionally bound twenty votes. The way the referendum was
written leaves the constitution reading oddly. The final
line "no half votes shall be permitted" is redundant and
unnecessary.

Chairman Hartmann thanked Mr. Murphy for his comments and noted
that he was not totally in favor of the recommendation.

Trustee Sims stated that the initial changes were discussed by the
University Affairs Committee members. He concurred with the pro-
posed recommendation made by Mrs. Ray-Bledsoce. The motion was
voted on and unanimously carried.

Recommendation for the Establishment of the 1989-90 Residence
Halls Rates

Ms. Ray-Bledsoe stated that traditionally at the March Board
meetings residence halls rates are presented for the ensuing
academic year. The present rates have been in effect since the
1987-88 academic year due to the rate freeze last year resulting
from lower than anticipated utility costs and prudent management.
The recommendation for 1989-90 is a rate increase of 6.5 percent
producing an average 3.2 percent increase over the two year
period, 1987-1989. Oakland’s position in terms of rates remains
the same among the State higher education institutions.

Ms. Ray-Bledsoe made the following recommendation:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the
following new residence halls rates:

1. Regular academic year current room and board nineteen
(19) -meal plan is $2,873.

Recommended increase is $186 (6.5%).

Total rate for the 1989-90 academic year would be $3,059.
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2. Regular academic year current room and board, four-
teen (14)-meal plan is $2,753.

Recommended increase is $179 (6.5%).
Total rate for the 1989-90 academic year would be $2,932.

3. Regular academic year current room and board, nine
(9) -meal plan is $2,670.

Recommended increase is $173 (6.5%).

Total rate for the 1989-90 academic year would be $2,843.
4. Regular academic year current room only is $1,821.
Recommended increase is $118 (6.5%).

Total rate for the 1989-90 academic year would be $1,939.
5. Current summer session room and board rate is $729.
Recommended increase is $48 (6;5%);

Total rate for summer 1989 would be $777.

6. Current spring session room and board rate is $651.
Recommended increase is $43 (6.5%).

Total rate for spring 1990 would be $694.

7. Current summer session room only rate is $440.
Recommended increase is $29 (6.5%).

Total rate for summer 1989 would be $469.

8. Current spring session room only rate is $456.
Recommended increase is $30 (6.5%).

Total rate for spring 1990 would be $486.

9. Current Matthews Court Apartment monthly rent is
$325. B

Recommended increase is $25 (7.7%).

Total monthly apartment rent would be $350.
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Now, therefore, be it further

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the
provision of tuition reimbursement for up to 8 credit
hours per semester for successfully completed courses
taken by Head Residents, Administrative Assistants, and
the Security Coordinator.

Trustee Handleman, seconded by Trustee Sims, moved approval of the
recommendation.

Trustee Sims inquired why all of the increases are at 6.5 percent
except for the Matthews Court Apartment monthly rent which is
increased by 7.7 percent. Mr. Jack Wilson, Associate Vice
President for Student Affairs, stated that there were fewer apart-
ment units over which to distribute the cost increases and to
achieve a "rounded" rental figure it was necessary to make the
percentage increase 7.7 rather than 6.5.

Trustee Morris asked what the total impact of the recommended
increases in residence halls rates and all other areas is on an
Oakland student for the 1989-90 academic year. He stated that in
the absence of comparative information, he has an "instinctive
reaction" against increases incurred by the students.

Ms. Ray-Bledsoe stated that at this juncture, it is not known what
the tuition and fees rates will be for next year. She stated that
students residing in residence halls would incur the combined cost
increases of residence halls rates and tuition and fees. She
reminded the Trustees that the present residence halls rates were
in effect for two years prior to this recommended increase. She
stated that the somparative data distributed to the Board indi-
cates that the rate of increases this year at other institutions
ranges from a low of 5 percent to a high of 9 percent. Oakland’s
6.5 percent increase is in the median range.

President Champagne stated that the residence halls must be
self-supporting, because they are not subsidized by the General
Fund. Also, there is a provision in the food service contract for
a negotiated roll-up of costs due to inflation which contributes
to the necessity for a rate increase. He believes that tuition at
Oakland last year was approximately $14 below the State average
and that Oakland’s increase in residence halls rates is also
average as compared to the State figures.

Trustee Morris requested a report indicating the total cost for a
student to attend Oakland University and the other public institu-
tions of higher education in Michigan.



























