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Renique Kersch,
CAS ’99, is a
leader and mentor
to students

Donald Inman, CAS ’66,
devoted his career to
conservation
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Alumni give
back and create
a difference
in their
communities

Lohren Carter-Nzoma,
. CAS 02, teaches
7&5§ﬂional West African
Dance and Drum
k| |

There is a special kind of joy that fills us when we help others.
Whether we are buying lunch for someone, donating clothes
or volunteering, every small act makes an impact in not only
someone else’s life, but ours as well. It nurtures our mental
health and promotes compassion for all those who are witness
toit.

While fulfilling my undergraduate journalism internship at Oakland
University, | covered a story about a pet therapy organization. | traveled
with a team of people and their dogs to a special needs school in
Farmington Hills and spent hours watching the layers of altruism unfold:
the teachers and aides that work for the district; the pet owners who
volunteer their time; and the dogs that light up a child’s face. | realized
that my favorite stories to tell are the ones that share goodness,
strength and human decency for the betterment of society.

“We must do our part to make our community better for ourselves, our
loved ones and the common good,” says Shalonda Dennis, SBA ’08.

| find myself reflecting on how much our community has come together
for the betterment of society in the past few years. With the drastic

Travis Peterson, SBA*12/s
is an'advocate for the
protection of cheetahs

changes our world has endured lately, it is sometimes difficult to find a
foothold in this storm of uncertainty. We need to remember, however,
that there is good and love in the world. And in this issue of the Oakland
University Alumni Magazine, we shine a light on those stories and the
alumni who are making their communities better.

“Helping others provides a sense of contentment and shows that when
individuals from different backgrounds work together they can achieve
great things,” explains Katie Aleck, SHS *17. “Through helping others
you learn more about yourself, your strengths and weaknesses, and
how we can all make great changes in the world.”

As a student at OU, Aleck volunteered at a number of local community
centers. These experiences instilled in Aleck a love for community
involvement that continued to flourish. Today, she is involved with
various OU alumni boards and local sustainable nonprofits.

“It keeps me connected and enlightens my passions for the
communities | am a part of,” says Aleck. “Through being engaged with
communities that are important to me, | can share my experiences and
skills to better those communities while learning and exploring through
the perspectives of others.”

Judy Hegelund, SBA ’95, was also involved on campus, participating
in a number of different service projects including cleaning I-75, raising

Robert Laidler, CAS ’16,
gives his community a voice

money for the Kidney Foundation and volunteering at Lighthouse — an
organization striving to alleviate poverty in Southeast Michigan.

“The student organizations and their advisers do a terrific job of
identifying awesome causes and deploying resources toward those
causes,” Hegelund says. “Community engagement builds connectivity
among the citizens of a community — that connectivity improves the
quality of life and overall wellbeing for its citizens.”

In this issue, you’ll read about Don Inman, whose passion for
conservation runs inspiringly deep; Lohren Carter-Nzoma, who, with
her family, is keeping an important culture alive; Robert Laidler, who is
helping a community find its voice; and many other incredible alumni
who devote their time for the betterment of others.

“The more | serve others through engagement, the more I’m making an
impact by giving my most crucial asset, my time,” says Stephanie Pratt,
SBA’17. “A simple smile, a few sentences of encouragement or an hour
of volunteering can be a gesture that makes a ripple that can turn into
awave.”
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LETTERS

SEND A LETTER
TO THE EDITOR

at oumag@oakland.edu or to:

Oakland University
University Communications and Marketing
Anibal House, Room 124
630 Pioneer Drive, Rochester, MI 48309

| just read the Picture of Empowerment article in the magazine
and wanted to tell you how awesome it was! Great story, shots
and content. The way you wrapped it up with your personal
experience was really inspiring.

Kate Genord

Wow. What a great
change to the format
and feel (and look) of the
alumni magazine.
Excellent design. ™

Martin J. Beagen, SBA '92

When | was a student, there
were rumors that
underground tunnels could
be accessed under campus
that took you to Meadow
Brook Hall. Supposedly, the
tunnels were built for the
family to exit Meadow Brook
in case of an emergency or

threat. W

Brenda Price, CAS ’79

Our family has been excited to
see the article about the
gatekeeper of Meadow Brook
Hall, because William Bates was
our great uncle. Uncle Billy was
our grandmother’s brother-in-law,
married to Millie, who also worked
at Meadow Brook. We’re so
happy to see the picture of him,
and to know that the Gate Lodge
will be restored! My father — who
is now 101 years old — went to
live with his aunt and uncle during
the depression. While he lived at
the Gate Lodge, my father played
sometimes with Danny Dodge.
We've always been interested in
his stories about life during that
time. Thank you for your work.

Ellen Wigton de Pifia, SEHS ’72

TELL US WHAT YOU
WANT TO READ!

Have an interesting or unique campus story?

Want to follow up on a faculty or staff member?

Let us know at oumag@oakland.edu.
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ALUMNI
Voices

14

“My whole life I've been underestimated
and that’s fine with me, it gives me more
opportunities to prove people wrong. People
who are underrepresented have more to say
than people who aren’t. Their stories are more

important, more impactful.”

2)

ROBERT LAIDLER, CAS "16
page 9

Oakland University
alumni emit pride,
empowerment and
resilience. Your
diverse careers speak
to the wealth of
knowledge instilled

in all graduates.
Despite varying paths,
however, it’s evident
by your alumni voices
that you took the tools

you learned at OU and

used this knowledge
to become leaders in
your fields.
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OU MOMENT

Explore the magic of Meadow
Brook Hall this holiday season

November 25 - December 30, 2022

Located on the Oakland University campus, historic Meadow Brook Hall will be the most dazzling
destination this holiday season. Explore the historic mansion decked in shimmering splendor for
Holiday Walk during the day or let your nights be bright with an evening light show at Winter Wonder
Lights. Evening visitors also have the opportunity to tour the main level of Meadow Brook Hall.

OU ALUMNI AND THEIR GUESTS RECEIVE A DISCOUNT ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS:
Winter Wonder Lights: December 1 and 15
Holiday Walk OU Day: December 18

Join us for the most wonder-filled time of year at Meadow Brook Hall.

Campus cleanup

On April 24, 1974, Oakland University students, faculty and staff cooperated in a national Tickets available online at meadowbrookholidays.com

“College Pitch-In” campaign. The Student Congress, campus sponsoring organization, set
the campus theme as “Pick A Prof. For Pitch In.”” Students asked their favorite professors
or members of the administration to team with them during the cleanup work period.
Persons working at least two hours of the four-hour campaign were entitled to free food
and refreshments donated by area merchants. A post-cleanup celebration was held in the
Oakland Center.

Meadow Brook Hall
350 Estate Drive | Rochester, Michigan | 48309-4481
(248) 364-6200 | meadowbrookhall.org

ucm24649/6.22
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Living, page 24

There is a
connectedness
humans have with
nature. It nourishes
both body and soul.
Offers opportunities
for adventure. Instills
a sense of peace. The
natural world educates
and inspires anyone

who opens themselves

up to the magnificence

of it. W

5,

Robert Hall

Use code to remove your address
from the Oakland University Alumni
Magazine print mailing list and
receive the online edition only.






