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Mr. a d  Mrs. U r e d  G, Wilson &re givin-g t h e i r  UOQ-acre es ta te  

L 

t o  serve Oakland County and ad joining areas, it sras announced ?F . + 5-< 
Thursday. They a r e  supplementing the- gif% of Meadow Brook Farms with v 

' L . * I  

a cash endowment of $2,000,M)O t o  underwrite the construction of aat- --&?- , 
:. demic buildings. The-value of the  t o t a l  g i f t  is estimated c--- 

g,. t i v e l y  a t  $l0,000,000, 
a 

The announcement was made by E l s .  !.lils.cn a t  a 
C . 

the  Bloomfiald H i l l s  Country Club f o r  a number of industr ia l ,  business , 

educational and p o l i t i c a l  leaders from Oakland County and fo r  repre- 

s e n t a t i v e s  of State University. Fbbert Swanson, Sr, , Blo 
f i e l d  H i l l s  a rch i tec t  who as chairman of the Oakland County Plannin 

Cornmission was act ive  i n  the  negotiations t o  assure a four-year 

f o r  Oakland County, presided a t  the  m i o n  a t  which the annmcament''o.~:(iTr 

was made. 

O t I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  put in to  appropriate words the  grati tude 
I 

of us f e e l  towards,lJlr. and Mrs. Wilson f o r  the  generous g i f t  of 

has been t h e i r  home f o r  many years, and f o r  the  addi t ional  endowment 

t o  get t h i s  new educational project underway ," President John 

of Michigan State ,  sa id  a f t d r  the announcement. "It is a g i f t  

surely comes f r o m  t h e i r  hearts ,  f o r  no one l igh t :  gives i n t o  the  care 8 
I . . 

of others a property which means what &aam B r o o ~  Farms has meant t o  L 
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President Hannah reca l led  that Mrs. Wilson was a member of the  

S ta te  Board of Agriculture, the  governing body of Michigan S ta te  

University, from 1931 through 1937, and had an  opport;.unity t o  develop 

an intimate knowledge of Michigan State  and its educational philosophy, 

On t h i s  point he commented: 

#This, t he  most generous benefaction ever received by Michigan 

State, reaffirms the  abiding in t e re s t  in young people and the  desi re  

t o  help them achieve t h e i r  f u l l  potential which charrioterised her 

sentice as a board member and her subsequent a c t i v i t i e s  on behalf of 

Michigan State. E1 

This continuing in t e re s t  i n  higher education of Mrs. Wilson was 

recognized by Michigan S ta te  University when it conferred up-on her 

the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws a t  the  97th Annual Commencement 

on June 5 ,  1955, i.11 one of the major events of the  Centennial Year, . 
Both Mrs. Wilson and her husband - have been members of t he  Bpard of 

Trustees of Beloit College f o r  many years. . - 
Speaking f o r  her husband and herself,  Mrs. Wilson said: V'We a r e  

very happy t o  tu rn  Pkadow Brook Farms over t o  Michigan State  Univer- 

s i t y ,  My long associat ion with Michigan S ta te  University has shown 

me the tremendous contribution it is making t o  our educational and 

cu l tura l  l i f e .  Mr. VJilson and I have admired the  po l ic ies  adopted i n  

East Lansing and we believe the i n s t i t u t i o n  has a tremendous future  

i n  t h i s  area. We are very happy t o  be of a~s i s t ance .~ '  

The of fe r  of l.!Ir, and Nrs, Wilson has beendiscussedwith  the  . . rn 

governing board of Michigan State ,  and accepted unanimously and enthu- 

s i a s t i ca l ly ,  subject C t o  legisltktive approval, President Hannah said. 
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Only the most p n e r a l  plans have been made f o r  the  branch college, 4 : 

President Hannah said, p e n d w  consultation with local i n t e r e s t s  as t o  

how the  needs of the  area could best be met, It is probable tha t  the  
, .(: 

emphasis, a t  l e a s t  originally,  w i l l  be in the f i e l d s  of engineering, . ." t 

business, science, and the arts, 

It was pointed out t h a t  within a fifteen-mile radius of Meadow 

Brook Farms -- considered by educational au thor i t ies  t o  be a reasonable 
. . 

commuting distance -- the  population is now about 516,000. Reasonable 

projections show the population of t h i s  area,  including a portion of 

&comb County, increasing by 1960 t o  632,000, by 1965 t o  753,000, and 

by 1970 t o  926,000, The college age population (18-24) is presently 

estimated a t  44,000, This segment is expected t o  increase t o  54,000 

by 1960, t o  73,000 by 1965, and t o  103,000 by 1970. 

Oakland County -- estimated t o  have a population well i n  excess 
. . .. 

of 500,000 i n  1955 -- is  by f a r  the larmst county i n  Michigan without 

a public ins t i tu t ion  of higher learning, It produces the  second L a r e s t  . 

' - number of high school graduates each year (3,219 i n  1955) and has the  
1 

second largest number of high school graduates i n  college (1,112 i n  

19551. 

srUmccount;ably, Oakland County has been bypassed in  the  develop- 

m n t  of M i c h i m t s  outstanding system of higher education," President 

Hannah commented. ItDespite t h i s  handicap, it has grown i n  population . 
and wealth, I'am sum the l e @ h t u r e ,  which must approve the establish- 

ment of branches of exis t ing ins t i tu t ions ,  w i l l  agree tha t  it is high 

time t h a t  the young people of t h i s  major economic area had educational 
*' 

opportunities equivalent t o  those provided i n  other parts of the  state. .. :. z b-:? 

. .,-7 
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"Michigan S ta te  Unimrsisy welcomes t h i s  great o p p o r t d . t y  t o  

ext;end iks operations into an--area of tremendous importance t o  the  

s ta te ,  end to improve upon its Long and unbroken record of service t o  
- 3 

the  people of Michigan, People have always been accorded a posit ian 
-, 
5. 

of first importance- at our university, which was created originally 

t o  meet an unmet need, and has always operated on the premise that it ' ' 

could have no finer mission than t o  help people learn how t o  l i v e  

,richer, more l a t i s f y i n g  . . lives. . .  . t 

"It is to the  e te rna l  credi t  of those who l ive  i n  t h i s  area tha t  

they have combined t h e i r  thinking, and t h e i r  resources t o  make available 

f o r  the young people of Oakland County and v i c i d t y  w h a t  can, i n  time, 

become one of our s t a t e t s  outstanding educational, cultural ,  and ' 

4 

technical centers," . 
Meadow Brook Hall, considered to .  be one of the outstanding private 

residences in  the IVorld, is i n  i t s e l f  an art  treasure, and housed with- 

i n  it are  some of the world's most famous paintings and valuable 0bjet.s 

dtart ,"  Mr. and Mrs. tJilson are retain- a l i f e  in te res t  i n  the res i -  

dences on the  es ta te ,  but these, too, wCL& eventually become a part of 
I 

the .campus of the  branch college, 

A g r i d t u r f 3 ,  part icular ly  the b m d i n g  of f ine  livestock, has been 

practiced actively at Meadow Brook, and there a r e  several modern farm 

centers on the es ta te ,  lending t o  the' possibi l i ty  . that  some of Michigan 

S ta te t s  agricultural resea.rczh operations might be carried on there, 

In r e 4 t i o n . t o  t h i s  si tuation,  it is pointed out t h a t  Miss Sarah 

Van Hoosen Jones:, of Rochesl%r, . a l s o  a former member of the governing 

board, recently convey& her home farm of. more than 300 acres t o  Michi- 

gan State. Her es ta te ,  'in the' possession of her family fo r  more than ... - 
. i- 

a century, is : s i tua ted : .ms  than five miles-:east 'of the-.Wils-on esh%e, 
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Meadow Brook Hall is the resul t  'of  &ny 'years of.ph'nning on t 

part; of Mr. and Nrs. Wilson. It was b u i l t  more than a quart 

century ago. I&. and Mrs. Wilson took with them t o  Europe an archi 

with whom they v i s i t ed  many of the  outstanding residences of Ewland 

and o%her sowntries, When they faund features  which appealed t o  the 

par t icular ly ,  the  a rchi tec t  took careful measurements of room dimen- 

sions and made notes of decorative d e t a i l s  on which t o  base what a r e -  -. . 


