The gift of Mr., and Mrs. Alfred G. Wilson to Michigan State University is a
beautiful fourteen-hundred acre estate of rugged hills and river bottom lands
called "Meadow Brook Fams®, Deep wooded ravines and steep hillsides are
covered with a growth of oak, ash, beech, elm and many other trees and shrubs
indigenous to lower Michigan. About half the land is in cultivation or peasture,
and this with the natural areas forms a broad expansive setting for the Wilson
Manor House and Sunset House and their outlying fam units.

To adjust, plan and develop this valuable natural landscape into a site for a
university is a challenging design problem. It is a rare instaence where plans
contemplated for & completely new and so large an educational institution have
involved land with the natural beauty of Meadow Brook.

Hr., Durward B. Varner, Vice President of Michigan State University, has outlined
a general conception for the physical development of this University branch,
This contemplates that the University will scmetime reach a maximum enroliment
of 25,000 students, it may ultimately house about 25%¢ of its student body in
regident dormitories and apartments, and it will need apartments and single
family housing for some of its faculty.

The immediate needs are a classroom building (now under comstruction), student
service center, library, engineering building and an intramural sports center.

As a planning approach the natural beauty of Meadow Brook is to be preserved to
the maximum degree. Use of part of the land for concentrated university use
will necessarily alter natural land forms, but buildings, roads, parking areas
and other structures are to be developed in such a manner that they become a
part of this landscape and not dominate it.

The actual comstruction of the University will spread over many years, therefore,
the development plan must be phased in such s way that its earlier constructed
parts will ultimately fomm an ideal complete institution. Rach development stage
must be workable, function properly and be possible to build in an economical
manner.

A detailed plan for every acre of Meadow Brook has not been possible to date.
Such a plan cannot be wisely attempted until more specific needs of the University
become clarified as time moves along.

The following maps and plans show the environs of lMeadow Brook and the character
of the land, The development plans show a comprehensive use of land, a2 road
system for the entire estate and a close~up detail of the academic area.

To plan the physical plant for this University from its inception presents an
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urban planners, landscape architects, architects and engineers.

Harold W, Lautner
Campus Landscape Architect
Michigan State University
Decenber 8, 1958




The adjacent map shows the immediate physical
relationship of Meadow Brook to Pontiac, Rochester
and the Van Hoosen-Jones Estate, & gift also to the
University by Miss Jones.

The proposed Detroit-to-Flint state expressway and
the proposed new M-59 are shown to the west and south
of Meadow Brooke.



OF'_”

:_..--MIOHIGA_N STATE UNIVERSITY ; OAKLAND
EN ar MEADOWBROOK Tk B ey

'Jomss\

“MSUP OAKLAND -
MEADOWBROOK

P SRy |

.

v
——EEd trLE]

—

il F . INTERCHANGES
e PONTIAR , P S

MSU - Amma :

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY







MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY « OAKLAND
EXISTING SITE . CHARACTERISTICS

SHOWING » « «

h .'roooc,mx 1y
'. n RVAS

TREE MASSES

_ MUCK LAND
HAL FLOI




s&%gﬁaghag%gg«o.ﬂ%uﬁ?%%%
.ﬂnﬂgﬁggéggﬁgﬁ#gaﬂgag
goz*
ﬁl..!o oooooooooooooooooooooooooo 33 %
@ﬂ c.tioocooo-oocva_t.uooootao.o.»aa.‘.puooi
5 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo aeee® 3 Bﬁg
a .................................... sewew g W
ﬂﬁ ............................... g Rﬂg m
mﬂ ooooooooooooooooooooooooo o"’g § om
5 ................................ ég
8L eessscegqrody Jojeqoeds B SOTIOTURY TBIMWBIGU]
06 wvoxy Supied
orz SesTs Aurprind
§ Q'...Q..Q'QIOO.C.‘tQ.‘tO'l.it.i“l‘..‘%
oIy 20N
1SmoTTOF S8 are sesn Ly SIOATUN STOTIVA IOF OPFSE q08 L[EATiuqueq SoX0v pue]
ggsﬁuﬁaﬁ%%gﬁ%ﬁﬁ?g
sapjue oyy jnoge feayred peol peplA sesodoxd pueTHe0-£4 TSI0ATUn 09835 URITUIT uetd ayy,




TENTATIVE DEVELOPMENT

SHOWING » - -
LAND USE
MAJOR ROADS
PARKING SCHEME

BUILDING ARRANGEMENT

BEASED e o0}
MAXIMUM OF 25000 FULL-TIME STUDENTS
ACADEMIC FLOOR SPACE DPER STUDENT

2o 59 FT.

RESIDENTS AT UNIVERSITY - 8000
TOW N DORMITORIES
0% W APARTMENTS

PARKING FACILITIES
100% STAFF
50% STUDENTS

¥ SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION AS TUE NEEDS OF ety =
THE UMIVERSITY BECOME CLARIFIED AND DATA i i : e
BUCH AS AN ACCURATE TOPOGRAPHIC MAP BE- 3

COMES AVAILABLE. THIS PLAN BAIED UPON | TENTATIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN |

USG5 TOPOGRAPMY MAPS, | MEHIEaN STATE UNIERSITY - Caklabd

| MICHIGAN STATE UMIVERSITY
RAT LaMAING, MICHIGAR

i T {
ARSI, MRS LAVBSCASE ABGLITEST |




DEVELORMBENT PIAN (ACADEBMIC AREA)

This is & detailed plan of the arrangement of suggestive building forms, parking areas, malls,
tree forms in the general academic area "A" and in the proposed cultural or art
Manor House in section "C¥,

The scheme allows the faculty and students in automobiles to approach adjacent to or within a
short walking distance of every building and then be able to walk to every other building within

%
it
g8

This is essentially a linear campus built along a park mall extending in the future south into
section "B* and north and east into section "D¥,

The four campus areas as shown represent land area sufficient for over five million square feet
of building floor area or two hundred square feet per student for a contemplated student body of
twenty-{ive thousand.

The approximate floor area of buildings (assuming an average of three floors) in the areas shown ares:

Section M¥essessessenssess 2,670,000 Sq. Fto
Section "Basseessesssessss 976,800 Squ Pt
Section "CMeeeececssesvenses 332,500 Sq. Fto
Section "Meuivesssesvssese 19663,200 Sq. Fi,

556L2,500 Sq. Ft,

This academic area will ultimately surround Meadow Brook Park, an area of over cne hmndred acres
and made up of land at a much lower elevation than the academic area,
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