
REPORT TO THE UlfIVERSITY SENATE

ONSTEERINGCOMMITTEEACTIVITIES

FOR THE SENATE AND ACADEMIC YEAR 1976-77

During the Senate and academic year, J.976-77 'the Steering Ccmmittee met in formal
session eighteen times, fal' an ave1'8geof 2.1 hours peX'session •. Agenda and
minutes for each meeting have ~n Jl&1DtaiDedand 8I'ecwailable fOX'inspection in
the Office of the Pl'ovost ,207 Varn•• Hall. In additicm numerous hoUI's weX'econ­
sumed in telephone conferences, whUe individual membeX'sdevoted additional hoUI'S
to special business. '

I. RegulaI' Ac~viti_s:

1. Senate Bus1Dus

a. Senate Heetlbg&t, The.$t.-.iag eommit~, ~.'teD meetings of the
UniveI'sity Senate dUI'ing which important, business of both rout'ine and
extraoI'dinaz-y chaX'acter was conducted with thoI'Oughness,and dispatch.
The r-ecOI'dmaJ,he fO\mdb•.the pubUCl1Y.dlstI'ibuted agenda arld minutes
of those aeet1Dgs.The 1975-77 Unlv"'ltif Senate should be congI'atulated.

b. Standing ~itt~s:Tb.steel'mg C~ttee examined thech8I'ges of
each SeDate Standing Cammittee aDd 8Z'J'qed for one majorX'eoX'ganization:
the functions of the'Academic Policy. Coumitteeand the Academic Budget
and Planning Committee were redisnibuted amongtwo new committees,
Academic Policy and Plalming and its peI'lDaDentsubeommitt~e the
Univel'sityCommittee on Qndcrgl'aduate Instruction. The Senate appI'Oved
these alTangemel1tsOIl March 17, 1977.

, '

The Steering ~tt" monitored the woz-ktit aU standing ,cOlllftittees,
and undertook s~ly to provide ,foX'.theit' 1977-79 membel'Shipin
as fail' a 1Ililnnel' a!l,poasib1e ~ . Unhappily -the nature of the case is such
that of the manywhO nah to be called, only a tew can be choosen.

c. Appeals fxtOJD ,the AcademicConduct Committee: ''.11le SteeX'ing Committee
I'eceived fout' requests fQt' appeal heaX'ings from judgments of the
AcademicCODductCClllDlttee. ,Twowere not consideI'ed, fOI' want of
sufficient grounds to wiiX'l'aDtan appeal -heaX'ing. Twowere, c~idered
and heaX'ings W4!re conducted. In each case, aft.eI' thorough del,iberation.
the AcademicCOnductCoaaittee was 'sustained in :Judgmentand penalty
imposed. While sustllining the, Academicc:on~ct COIIIIDittee.the Steering
Committee suggested certain pro¢e6UI'al lIOdifications to the Academic
Conduct Committee. These suggestions have been adopted.

II. Special Activities:

1. The Gl'eat ConstitutIonal Question (GCQ)

AfteX' some 19 'months of discussion, negotiation, meditation (and some
fI'usnation), the SteeX'ing Committeebrought to the UniveX'sity Senate a
seX'ies of motions to amendthe Constitution. AfteX'thoX'ougband at times
lively debate StI'etching oveX'tbI'ee Senate meetings. a set of amendments



Stee~ing Committee Activities
AcademicYea~ 1976-77
Page Two

we~e appl'oveci. ,The S~~ing Committee'tlMmarTanged for an Open HeaI'ing,
after which the proposed amendmentswere submitted to the ~atifying
constituency for l'atification. The Elections Committee cel'tifiedon_­
l1~;y 2".1977,"t~tt~ ..iUfte'I1dmen1:swerel'a~ified'bj' (an ove%'Wheimingmajo:r>!t:Y.
A newconsti.:tuti~J. document.as, amended'snd r-atiriedwas then sent to
the BOaI-dof ;Tl?ufrt'6$SfOl'consideration.~The BOa~dapp~ve~ 'the' Canst;ttu·t{O!'l
as amen~edand1'4tified:May .2, 1977; at its mee"tingor! JUrtEi;,2,1977.

The GCQwas thu~ finally ~esolved.

Copies of the amended, ~atified, appI'oved Constitution are attached.

1:\:

The Steel'ing Committeewishes publicly to thank all those Who labo~ed
successfullY in the Constitutional vineyard, but special note should be
made.Oftlut .ffol't$ of lw. William'Hammerle, whodese"es a round' of
applause •.

2. The aClQoc,Committee on Pre$idential ReviewProoe~s: At the January 20,
1977, mee~ing of the Sen4t., on motion; f%'Omthe' ,Steering Cblllmittee, an
ad hoc Committee on Presidential Review Process was c~eated. This committee
conducted its business,' submitted its finding to the' SoaI'd tif '!'I'nstees and,
its WOl'kcompleted; was,t,4$.schargedby ttleSteeJ:ting· Committee'with thanks
on May6, 1977. ' .

3. The issues invQlved·J.D the so-called OpftMeeting Act caused a fl1lI'l'Y of
el,tc~tement anq ,ilQt!vity .dUI'i.ug 'PebI'Ua1"Y'and' MaIioh. The Steering Comm!ttee

'was in process of drafting a set of proposed Byi""'Lawsdesigned to aSSUI'e
Senate compliance with the law, when the Boa%'d~esolved the matteI' on
March 17'1i,l97'1,Nlte:viag thesSena'te of the necessIty' fomally to act, The
one bl~sing;to ~iof ,a:llthis~was that 'the Steering C~ittee extl'acted
a promif»8fromthe\Ch~l",'that he/ft/she'would cease smart-aasing al'ound
with the fomal agenda ,and minutes. Alas, she/he/it has alI'eady backslid.

Respectfully submitt~c1,for the St'eering Committee:

WilliamH~~rle
Nig~l Hampton
Eileen Hit~hingham
V~gini~ Sch~ldenberg
JobJI Sha~e;t:t
John ToweX' '.t.:'.: •

GeoI'geT. Matthews, Cha!rpe~son

GTM:jb
Office of the Pl'ovost
7/12/77
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