
CONTRIBUTORS 

Vincent Khapoya, Professor and Chair in the Department of Political 
Science, is the author of a widely used college textbook, The African 
Experience, now in its second edition. At Oakland since 1973, Profes-
sor Khapoya teaches courses in international, African, and compara-
tive politics and the politics of development. His research at the mo-
ment centers on the politics of reconciliation in South Africa since 
the end of apartheid and the struggle for democracy in Kenya. 

Louisa C. Ngote (Lisa) is both Curator of Visual Resources and Spe-
cial Lecturer at Oakland University. Her special interest has been in 
ancient art. For the last several years Rome was her favorite vacation 
spot with its tremendous variety of ancient Roman, Early Christian 
and Medieval, as well as more recent (Renaissance and Baroque) 
Christian monuments. It is this close proximity of all these different 
churches that gave rise to this particular study in the urban develop-
ment of Christian Rome. 

Mary Karasch is a Professor of History with a specific interest in the 
social history of Brazil. She has published Slave Life in Rio de Janeiro, 
1808–1850, which was recently translated and published in Brazil as 
A vida dos escravos no Rio de Janeiro, 1808–1850. Her current research 
focuses on Central Brazil in the late colonial period, 1780–1835. 

Jim Ozinga taught at Oakland from 1967 to 2000, most often in the 
Political Science department, Area Studies (Russia), and Charter 
College when it was there. His books are on communism or altruism 
and his friendship with Robbin Hough was instant and lasting. 

Michael D. Sevilla, is Professor of Chemistry, Chair of the Chemistry 
Department and a long time researcher on the effects of radiation 
on biomolecules. His more than 120 publications have helped to ex-
plain the chemical events after radiation damage to living systems. 
He enjoys the intellectual life of a university and promotes it at Oak-
land in the Science and Religion series. 

Chaunda L. Scott is an Instructor of Human Resource Development 
in the School of Education and Human Services. Her scholarly in-
terests are in multicultural education, adult learning, experiental 
learning and training. She comes to Oakland University by way of 
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the University of Detroit Mercy, the Harvard Graduate school of Ed-
ucation and Teachers College/Columbia University. She is also the 
founder and president of a new Michigan statewide student higher 
education association entitled Diverse Voices. 

Richard J. Burke has been at Oakland since 1959. He was Chair of 
the Philosophy Department from 1969 to 1988. He has been a Full 
Professor since1973. His areas of interest within philosophy include 
history of Western philosophy, ethics, social philosophy, and philos-
ophy of religion. 

Sheldon Appleton is Professor of Political Science at Oakland Uni-
versity. In 1960, he had the opportunity to conduct a lengthy inter-
view with former president Harry Truman. 

Carl F. Barnes, Jr. has been Professor of Art History and Archaeol-
ogy at OU since 1971. He teaches a wide variety of subjects, from 
Gothic Cathedrals to James Abbott McNeill Whistler, and offered the 
only course in erotic art ever taught at OU. Barnes retires January 1, 
2001 and will devote more time to fishing. 

Kim Johnson is a senior at Oakland University, majoring in English 
and Spanish. Next year she will pursue a Master’s degree, specializ-
ing in African-American literature. 

Chris Brockman is a 1971 graduate of Oakland University with a BA 
in Philosophy. He also has an MA in English from Eastern Michigan 
University. He currently teaches 8th-grade language arts in North 
Carolina. His writing has appeared in over three dozen diverse pub-
lications, from NOMOS: Studies In Spontaneous Order to Essence. 

James Hoyle joined the Oakland English Department in 1968 and 
retired in 1997. 
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