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The motto, Seguir Virtute E Canoscenza, has a very distinguished
origin, Canto XXVI, 1 . 120, ol Dante's lnferno. These are the final
words of Ulysses'great speech to his men urging them to sail on
and on in pursuit of knowledge and experience of the world-even
beyond the pillars of Hercules, traditionally the frontier and limit of
legiti mate exploration.

This is the three-line stanza:

Considerate la vostra semenza

Fatti non foste a viver come bruti

Ma per seguir virtute e canoscenza.

Consider your birth

You were not made to live like brutes

But to follow courage and knowledge.
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OAKLAND UNIVERSITY'S
SCHOOL OFNURSING

On May 22, 1974, the Oakland University Board of Trustees, acting
on the recommendation of the president and the University senate,
established the oakland University school of Nursing and the
Faculty of Nursing, effective July 1, 1974.

The study of nursing at oakland combines general education in
the humanities and the behavioral, biological, and physical sci-
ences with special education in the theory and practice of nursing.

The major purposes of the program are:

To prepare practitioners capabre of independent functioning,
able to develop nursing regimens and to enter the health care
system for the purpose of meeting the nursing needs of individu-
als, families, groups, and communities.

To inculcate the nature and operation of identity in conduct
for an image of self that is consistent, believable, and sustainable.

To prepare individuars capabre of serf-directed inquiry who view
learning as a lifelong process.
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PROCESSIONAI- . Trumpet Votuntary
Nancy Kleckner, Marshal

George Feeman, Guesf Marshal

Charles Lindemann, Guest Marshal

EXORDIUM

Geraldene Felton, Dean

PERORATION

lrene L. Beland
Protessor Emeritus of Nursing
wayne state university

INVESTITURE

George T. Matthews
lnterim President

VALEDICTlON

Judy Anderson,
Oakland University Nursing Alumni Association
Melvin Cherno
Professor of History, Associafe Dean and Director of the Honors

College, College of Arts and Sciences

RECESSIONAL

The audience is raquested to stand and remain standing during the ptmessional
and the racessiona/.

MUSICAL ARTISTS
Ron Prelogger, organ

John Smith, trumpet



On Academic Regalia
An edifying note contributed by 

"certain anonymous doctor of philosophy
On at least two solemn occasions during the academic calendar-
spring and fall commencement-the faculty of theuniversitypublicly
displays its full academic regalia and participates in the liturgy of
processional and recessional, that curious coming and going that
symbolizes the ceremony of commencement. The purposes of
commencernent are well known, but the reasonsforthe peculiargarb
of the celebrants and theirodd orderof marchareoften asobscureto
the audience as they are, in fact, to the faculty itself. This note may
serve to explain academic dress and the professional pecking order it
costumes.

Contemporary academics are descendants of clerical schoolmen in
the universities of medieval Europe. Liketheclergy, membersof the
bench and bar, and other learned professions, the medievalscholar
clothed himself in heavy robes to stay warm in unheated stone
buildings. Like all members of an hierarchicalsociety, the medieval
faculties rejoiced in visible insignia of rank. These outward signs of
accompl ishment and authority were tai lored i nto the robes. Although
the need for such voluminous garments to keep the scholar from
freezing is long past, the r.rse of them as emblems of dignity remains.

You will observe that all caps and gowns worn by our faculty are
black, with certain disturbing exceptions. Black was the color
adopted by mutual agreement among American universities at the
end of the nineteenth century. ln Europeeach university has its own
distinctive gown, varying in color and cutf rom allothers. A European
academic assemblage is a far gaudier occasion than its counterpart
in America. Recently, certain universities in thiscountry rashly broke
the agreement and authorized robes i n thei r own colors: for example,
the crimson of Harvard and the green of Wayne State may be seen in
our ranks. This unsuitable spontaneity has been frowned on bysister
institutions, yet the mavericks not only persist in their madness, but
gain adherents to their ranks with each passing year.

There are three basic academic degrees: the baccalaureate or
bachelor's degree, the master's degree, and the doctorate. A special
style of robe is prescribed for each. The bachelor's gown is sparsely
cut, neat, but a bit skimpy and unadorned, as befits apprentices. The
maste/s gown is still simple, butfuller, sports a sleeve of extraordinary



design impossible to describe, and has a hood draped from the
shoulders down the back. Once used to keep the frost from the
tonsured heads of medieval clerks, the hood now is solely a badge of
a degree of scholarly achievement. The master's hood is smalfand
narrow, but displays the colors of the institution that awarded the
degree. lf you knew the colors of American universities, you could
easily identify whence came our masters. The doctoral robe is the
most handsome of academic raiment. Generous of cut, of fine
aristocratic stuff, it is faced with velvet and emblazoned with velvet
chevrons on the ample sleeves. You will note that most of the velvet
facings and chevrons are black, but that some are of other colors.
According to personal taste, the doctor may display the color of his
doctoral degree on his sleeves and facings: light blue foreducation,
pink formusic, apricot for nursing, orange forengineering, and many
more. The royal blue of the Doctor of philosophy (ph.D.) is the most
commonly seen in a liberal arts institution such as oakland. The
doctor's hood is the most elegant of all academic appuftenances.
Large and graceful, it is lined in satinwiththecolorsof theuniversity
that awarded the degree and is bordered with the color of the degreil
itself. Most academic costumes include the square cap called a
mortarboard; the doctor's tassel may be either black or gold-tassels
of all other degrees are black and stringy.

To instructed eyes, the order of march in the processional and
recessional reveals the standing of individuals in the institution's
formal hierarchy. ln the processionalthe order of entrance intothe
hall is, quite fittingly, from most junior to most senior. The bacca-
laureate candidates enter first, followed successively by the masters
and doctoral cand idates with the whole separated f rom th e facu lty by
a decent interval. ln the faculty order, the instructors precede-the
assistant professors who in turn are followed by the associate pro-
fessors. The august full professors bring upthe rear.Afterarespe6uul
distance come the deans who in turn are separated by a significant
space from the awful majesty of the platform party, the presi-ent, the
vice-president, and the members of the board of trustees. Ail remain
standing until the board is seated. After the ceremony, the order of
recessional is the reverse of the processional. The greatest dignitaries
steam out of the hall first, with the artfully organized ranks oi priority
wallowing in their wake.

It is hoped that these notes may make more intelligible the spectacle
you are witnessing today. A discerning intelligence may detect in it
many clues to an understanding of the academic proiession as it
confronts the ambiguities of the future with ancient wisdom and
dignified confidence.



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
INNURSING

DECREES AWARDED DECEMBER 1979

Anita Grace Bachwich
Patricia Ann BeVier
Lynel Sue Blatchley
Katharine Lynn Braden
Kathleen Joy Brundage
Patricia Mae Burgoyne
Elizabeth Ann Cahill
Cheryl Diana Daugherty
Rose Marie Dura
Robin Leslie Evans
Nancy Ann Felock
Joanne Gobble
JoAnn Grillo
Denise Ann Grogan
Patricia Sue Gross

Elaine Ann Baron
Sharon Ann Bass
Michelle Lynn Bechard
Ann Kathryn Bell
Paula S. Berrich
Karen Susan Blonde
Frances Elaine Brown
Cheryl L. Dolmage
Julie Ann Dungan
Marilyn Gaye Edwards
Teresa Marie Evola
Maureen Therese Flynn
Mary Ann Fornasiero
Susan Elizabeth Fortunate
Susan Valerie Gaudin
Mary Frances Griffin
Patrice Marie Guilmet
Carol Marie Gurdjian
Leslie Mary Hastings

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES APRIL 1.980

Jill Leslie Hodgins
Debra Ann Kennedy
Nancy T. Kuida
Elizabeth Marie Lorenzi
Catherine T. Neall
Pamela C. Orth
Laurie Jean Parker
Jeffrey Harry Penney
Cynthia J. Petrack
Sherry Lynn Seldes
Gwendolyn An nette Shu mpert
Joanne Sraj
Patricia Ann Stirling
Carla Lorayne Tompkins
Theresa Marie Zehnder

Deanna Lynne Hoisington
Linda Jean House
Beatrice M. lho
Patricia Ann lvery
lngrid C. Jansen
Candace Ruth Johnson
Judith Anne Klein
Denise Ann Kost
Lisa Dianne Krueger
Julie Mary Kszych
Diane Mcclellan Lewis
Jayne Hansche Lobert
Cynthia Louise Lombardi
Diane Khami Mansoor
Donna Marie Masel
Darla Jean McMellen
Lynn Ann Mikula
Margaret Ann Mollica
Gretchen Dorn Mosher



Shirley L. Osterlund
Barbara B. Penprase
Laverne G.E. Perrollaz
Valerie Ann Perry
Janet V. Reed
Kathy Diane Reid
Lori Dee Reimer
Pamela Rae Reuter
Kathy Marie Samuelson
Christie Mae Schalm
Laura Ann Selenich
April Maureen Sieh
Cindy Lynn Siens

Karen Marie Stutzman
Katherine Suzuki
Maureen Emily Sweeney
Phyllis Denise Thomas
Kim Liane Troutman
Kristina Teresa Veselka
Mary Jo Ward
Debra Marie Watton
Dianna Jean Welke
Derita J. Wells
Ann Renee Williams
CherylWilson
Mary Renee Yakimchick



SCHOOL OFNURSING
HONORS

AWARDED APRIL 7980

Carol Marie Gurdjian
Margaret Ann Mollica
Laverne G.E. Perrollaz

Each student who has a record of superior achievement in the nursing
major is designated as graduating with School of Nursing honors. The
faculty of the school of Nursing has elected several graduating seniors
to receive nursing honors, all of whom have attained at least a 3.50 cum-
ultiave grade point average in nursing courses.



UNIVERSITY
HONORS

AWARDED APRIL T98O

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Margaret Ann Mollica

CUM LAUDE
Karen Susan Blonde
Gretchen Dorn Mosher
Dianna Jean Welke



SCHOOL OFNURSING
Faculty and Staff

Olfice of the Dean
Geraldene Felton, Ed.D., R.N., Professor and Dean
Nancy Kleckner, M.A.L.S., Assistant professor in the Library/

Assistant to the Dean of Nursing
Joyce Van Baak, M.A., Program Planning Adviser
Anita Weston, Executive Secretary
lola Adams, Faculty Secretary
Andrea Gentilcore, Secretary

Assistant Professors
Nadia Boulos, Ph.D., R.N.
Faithy Justin, M.S.N.
Pamela Reed, M.S.N.
Diane Wilson, M.S.N.

lnstructors
Janet Barnfather, M.S.N.
Hettie Brown, M.S.N.
Pamela Clarke, M.P.H.
Maria Decker, M.S.N.
Shirley Laffrey, M.P.H.
Diane Lenk, M.S.N.
Marilyn Lotas, M.Ed., M.S.
Sandra Lowery, M.S.N.
Stephanie Lusis, M.S.N.
Carol Milewski, M.S.N.
Joyce Paape, M.S.N.
Elizabeth Pinkstaff, M.P.H.
Barbara Russol, M.S.N.
Maria Strom, M.S.
Nancy Trygar-Artinian, M. S. N.

Special lnstructors
Joan Finn, B.S.N.
Ramune Mikaila, B.S.N., M.Ed.

Visiting lnstructor
Sandra Genrich, M.S.N.

Lecturer
Ellen Cary, M.S.N.

Applied Nursing I nstructors
Margaret McGee, B.S.N.
Victoria Meiburg, B.S.N.
Joanne Sedor, B.S.N.

Adjunct Clinical lnstructors
Jane Fitzsimmons, M.S.N.
Jean Mohan, M.S.N.
Janet Nagy, M.S.N.
Eileen O'Connell, M.S.N.
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Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees of Oakland University, appointed by the
Governor of the State of Michigan, has final responsibility of
approving all university policies, maintaining the university's
financial integrity, and insuring its overall advancement. The
President of Oakland University and the Secretary and the
Treasurer of the Board are appointed by the Board.

Ruth H. Adams

David Handleman

David B. Lewis
Chairperson

Alex C. Mair
Richard Headlee

Vice-Chairperson Ken Morris

Marvin L. Katke Arthur W. Saltzman

George T. Matthews, lnterim President

John H. DeOarlo, Secretary

Robert W. Swanson, Treasurer




