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START LIVING OLLEGE LIFE NOW
SIGN UP EARLY AND SAVE $100

Early sign-up for the residence halls and University Student Apartments begins in March. Students who submit a
contract during the specified early sign-up periods will not be required to submit the $100 down payment.

• FREE LAUNDRY FACILITIES • FLEXIBLE MEAL PLANS • FREE WIRELESS INTERNET
• WALK TO CLASS • FREE PRINTING AND PAPER IN THE HAMLIN COMPUTER LAB
• LOUNGES • FREE CABLE TV • FULLY FURNISHED ROOMS • FREE PARKING

• TELEPHONE SERVICE WITH VOICE MAIL

Housing Early Sign-up:
University Student Apartments — March 3-9

Residence halls — March 11-20

For more information, visit www.oakland.edu/housing.
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Quietly coming alive
Like many of us, you may
not have the opportunity

to see senior Franco
Vitella's plav"The Quiet
Present" lj4j1York

City. Howe e Oraikland
Post delivers a exclusive
slideshow of Tuesday's

rehearsal.

Only on
oaklandpostonline.com.
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Journalism 2.0 =
@ your service

Newspapers are a dying, yet cherished
icon of our past, like carburetors and
landlines. They're possibly the most fail-
safe way to get news, but are becoming
obsolete in a push by mainstream media
to find faster, cheaper and easier ways to
reach mass audiences.
As early as a 1981 report on KRON

San Francisco, the media has been
reporting on the inevitable demise of
printed newspapers as the world goes
digital. Even then it was acknowledged
tharwe would get "all of our newspapers
and magazines by home computer."
Twenty-eight years later, professional

and college journalists alike are still
reporting on the uncertain direction
of journalism with a touch of irony via
Twitter feeds, Flick'. Photostreams,
Tumblr blogs and other applications.
Meanwhile, mainstream media is

embracing new media and its potential
for story telling and interactivity with
readers. The New York Times gave
example on how to effectively accompany
traditional newspaper reporting online
in its coverage of the US Airways Flight
1549 crash landing on the Hudson. They
posted online updates, invited witnesses
to submit photos and linked to video
from MSNBC all on the day of the inci-
dent. The online reports were followed by
a polished piece in print the next day. In
doing this, The Times kept itself relevant
and competitive with radio and TV news
outlets that can deliver on the spot. All
of these techniques reach out to-different
groups of news consumers.
Most other mainstream media are

taking note and making adjustments to
the old business model. The Detroit Free
Press, for example, cut its home deliv-

ery to three days a week to accomodate
younger readers that get their news
online. Although the average age of The
Oakland Post's readers is presumably
much younger than that of the national
average, 50, we-aren't going to be putting
a stop payment on the check to the print-
er. Being a free weekly newspaper put
out by and for the Oakland University
community puts The Post in a unique
position.
But that doesn't mean The Oakland

Post should be complacent. We are mak-
ing partnerships with WXOU and SVP
to bring students more information and
entertainment without duplicating or
competing with what other students are
already creating. Look for web exclusive
stories, videos and other alternative
story telling on Oaklandpostonline.
corn. Post reporters will be on the air
Fridays at 2 p.m. on 88.3 FM WXOU,
discussing the biggest stories on campus.
These are just a few ways The Oakland
Post is thinking outside the print edition.
With that in mind, The Oakland Post

is looking for feedback on its ventures
into the World Wide Web and partner-
ships with other student organizations.
For journalism to truly go 2.0, there
needs to be a constant and robust discus-
sion among journalists and readers.
What would keep you coming back to

the website, what types stories do you
like to read in the print edition? Twitter
or ISSUU? Sports or satire? Your com-
ments and suggestions could be general
or specific, philosophical or logistic.
The door is literally open on Mondays

and Tuesdays for your feedback and sug-
gestions. Help guide us towards a solu-
tion for the next genera.lion of news.

EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERS

Lindsey Wojcik

Colleen Miller • Tim Rath
Amanda Meade - Katie Jacob

comments, concerns, questions:
"oakpostmanaging@gmail.com
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MIKE KEEFE/The Denver Post, :Cagle Cartoons

W
hat do you think? Send your comments to The
Oakland Post or stop in the office, 61 Oaldand Center.

By e-mail:
oakpostmanaging@gmail.com

By phone:
(248) 370-2537

Online:
oaldandpostonline.com

Letter Policy
Writers must provide full name, class rank, phone number and field of

study. Please limit letters to 250 words or less. Letters may be edited for cow
tent, length and grammar.

Network with The OP:
facebook.com
twitter.com/theoaldandpost
youtube.com/oaklandpostonline
myspace.com /theoaklandpost
flickr.com/photos/theoaklandpost

oaklanclpostonline

CORRECIIONS CORNER

• The Police Files on page 9 of the F eb. 11 issue should have said that one minor resident
had a Pl3T of .08.

The Oakland Post corrects all errors of fact. If you know of an error, please e-mail
oakpostmanaging@gmail.com or call (248) 370-2537. You can also write us at 61 Oakland
Center Rochester, MI 48309.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

- The First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States

 void
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Hey TV, there's no one way to be gay

Is it OK to invite gay men to baby showers? According
to ABC's "Brothers and Sisters," the answer is yes. For
clarification, here is a rundown of the characters: Nora
Walker is the mother. Tommy, Sarah, Kitty, Kevin and
Justin are the Walker children. Scotty is Kevin's hus-
band, and Saul is Nora's gay brother. Robert is Kitty's
husband.
Now that you're caught up — or as caught up as you

possibly can be with a word count — Kitty and Robert
are adopting a child, and in this episode Nora throws a
baby shower. The guest list includes all the women in
Kitty's life, plus Kevin, Scotty and Saul.
When asked by her granddaughter Paige why Tommy

isn't invited to the baby shower, Nora replied, "Honey,
it's a baby shower. You only invite girls to baby show-
ers. That's the tradition." Paige gives her a confused
look and points out that there are men being invited.

Nora gave a long pause, and a look of understanding
dawned on Paige's face paired with her saying, "Ohh, I
get it."
I don't get it. What's next, wedding showers?

Bachelorette parties? On second thought, that last one
might be completely appropriate. But I'm not alone in
my confusion. Saul was unhappy with his invitation.
He said, "I also happen to be annoyed and insulted ... I
didn't come out of the closet to become a cliche."
I'm not entirely sure what the right way to portray

gay men in the media is. But I think it's safe to say that
the wrong way is to lump them into the same category
as women.
In 1987 R.W. Connell studied the way we view

masculinity and femininity in the media. Some of this
research has become outdated, but there are still many
truths to what Connell uncovered. Men that fit under
the hegemonic masculinity category are men who are
aggressive, ambitious and self-reliant. Heterosexuality
is an important part of hegemonic masculinity. Men
that fit under the alternative masculinity category are
"men of color, non-native born men and gay males."
Part of Connell's distinction is that men in the former
category maintain dominance over those in the latter.
But who says that a gay man is any less masculine

than a straight one? Who says that heterosexual men
are the only ones who can display traits of masculinity?
With the perpetuation of the stereotype that gay men
identify better with women than with straight men, the

media is usually who is saying so. And that's not to say
that there are gay men who don't identify better with
women. But certainly not all of them do, and that's the
problem. The media only shows a small portion of the
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community, thus
confusing the audience about who they really are.

Let's not even get started on who gets to decide what
constitutes as masculine or feminine behavior. That
could take a lifetime. In fact, it's taken many lifetimes
to develop those social norms.
Programs like "Brothers and Sisters," "Will and

Grace," or "Grey's Anatomy" have made enormous
strides in depicting the alarmingly underrepresented
gay community. But it seems as though whenever the
writers of these programs get a little stuck, or need
something juicy, they revert back to stereotypes.
As a relatively straight person, I realize that I might

be the wrong person to be addressing this issue. Or
maybe I'm the perfect candidate, because I have no per-
sonal stock in this. No matter what, it bothers me that
people in the LGBT community — gay men in particular
— get pigeonholed into a very small category, when het-
erosexuals get to display all the colors of their personal-
ity rainbows (no pun intended).
Probably the most important thing to take away from

this "Brothers and Sisters" episode is what Scotty said:
'There's no one way to be gay." The rest of the media
needs to take heed. There is no one way to be gay, and
there is no one way to portray gay men in the media.

Oakland University

Eye Research Program

Summer Undergraduate
Program in Eye Research

May 11- July 31, 2009

Ideal S.U.P.E.R. candidates will be Oakland University
sophomores or juniors who are pursuing careers in
biomedical research or teaching. Up to six research
laboratories, working directly with ERI faculty. This

training program includes: lab saftey, research design,
Vision Science seminar series, a $3,000 scholarship,
independent research, and training in audio-visual

presentation. ERI scientists explore the biochemical,
physiological and molecular aspects of eye function

development, and diseases including: cataract, retinal
degenerations, and glaucoma.

Application packages may be obtained online at

http://ww2.oakland.edu/eri 

Brighter Facebook Smiles. FREE!

FREE Bleaching.
Student Discounts.
Call For Details.
Please bring this ad in at the time of your first visit.

Meadowbrook Dental, across from

O-U, is where you can receive

FREE bleaching of your natural teeth

(a $300 value). Call 248.373.0400.
You and your friends will love your
whiter, brighter Facebook smile. See
us online at meadowbrookdental.com

Just across from the university.

3421 Five Points Dr., Auburn Hills, MI 48326 • 248.373.0400 • meadowbrookdentaLcom
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Med school progress ongoing
By SEAN GARNER
Senior Reporter

Getting accredited as a medical school
is a lengthy, meticulous process, but
Oakland University officials say they are
confident they are on the right track.
After being approved as an academic

unit by the OU board of trustees on Feb.
4, the OU William Beaumont School of
Medicine is currently working towards
receiving accreditation, developing the
curriculum and hiring faculty.
The trustees also approved the hiring

of four associate deans: Dr. David Felten,
Dr. John Musich, Dr. Angela Nuzzarello
and Dr. Michele Raible.
Dr. Virindir Moudgil, provost at OU,

addressed the OU Senate — a secondary
legislative body made up of OU faculty
and administrators — on Feb. 12 and
updated the senate on the progress of the
medical school.
The school's first class, limited to 50

students, is scheduled to begin their
studies in the fall of 2010.
Under the planned curriculum, stu-

dents will spend the first two years
taking classes on the OU campus before
moving on to Beaumont for the final two
years of clinical training.

Getting accreditation
Moudgil said that the medical

school is still in the process of meeting
the requirements set by the Liaison
Committee for Medical Education, the
major accrediting body for medical
schools in the United States, before they
will consider accreditation. One of these
was recently fulfilled by hiring four asso-
ciate deans, bringing the total up to six.
Moudgil said LCME guidelines require

medical schools to hire about three full-
time professors for each of the seven dis-
ciplines laid out in LCME guidelines.
He said they will need to hire roughly

20 full-time professors before being
considered for accreditation. That fig-
ure increased from 14 in October when
LCME revised their guidelines.
Current LCME standards require the

school to have full-time backup faculty in
case one of the professors can not make
class or has to take an extended leave.

Hiring faculty
Dean Dr. Robert Folberg is currently

interviewing candidates for the faculty
positions. Lorna Bearup, Folberg's assis-
tant, said the school has received about

400 applications to fill the full-time posi-
tions, as well as an undetermined num-
ber of part-time positions.
Folberg was not available to comment,

but Moudgil said Folberg is "aggressively
recruiting" faculty from Beaumont.
Felten and Musich, two of the associ-

ate deans, will work through Beaumont.
Moudgil said this will help alleviate the
financial burden on OU because they will
not have to pay the Beaumont faculty.
"You have the expertise of someone

who actually does this for a living as
opposed to someone who teaches but has
never seen a patient," he added.
Faculty hired by the medical school, if

tenured, will retain their tenure, Moudgil
said. Faculty hired by Beaumont will not
be eligible for tenure from OU.
"I think it is a good measure to protect

the students," Moudgil said.
"The financial pieces are being worked

out relatively smoothly, but there are
still some things that have to be worked
out," said Ronald Mattei, assistant dean.

Working with others
Moudgil thanked OU faculty for

recently voting 228-18 in favor of includ-
ing the medical school as an academic
unit of the university.
This vote will allow the medical

school to work with the OU chapter
of American Association of University
Professors, which in turn, will allow OU
faculty to be directly involved in the hir-
ing of the initial medical school faculty.
Folberg has dual appointment with

OU and Beaumont, and will oversee all
faculty at both institutions. Moudgil said
this is vital for holding Beaumont faculty
to the standards of other OU professors.
"All of the physicians who claim to be

academic or are involved with any teach-
ing and research will report to [Folberg],"
Moudgil said. "It is a huge implication.
Beaumont faculty will be responsible to
the university."

Third time's the charm
The current venture with Beaumont

is OU's third attempt at establishing
a medical school. The first was in the
1960s when they tried to create one with
Pontiac Osteopathic Hospital. Later,
OU tried to create one with Henry Ford
Hospital in Detroit.
"This time we are making sure that

we do not engage in activities and obli-
gations that will create trouble for this
program," Moudgil said.

BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
From left to right) Deans Ronald Mattei, Michele Raible, Linda Gillum and Angela Nuzzarello.

Meet the new deans
Name: Linda Gillum
Job title: Associate Dean of
Academic Affairs and Faculty
Development
Duties: Develop curriculum and
recruit faculty.
Before: She comes from
University of Michigan's med
school and has been in the field of
academic medicine for 30 years.
Now: "It gives me the opportunity
to be on the cutting edge as far as
creating a new medical school."

Name: Ronald Mattei
Job title: Assistant Dean
Duties: Mainly overseeing the
financial operations as well as
recruiting and processing faculty.
Before: He was all set to enjoy
retirement in October after teach-
ing health sciences at OU, but
three days later, Folberg asked
him to return as Assistant Dean,
and he accepted.
Now: "The university is fulfilling
its obligation to the community by
creating this school, and it's just
great to be a part of it."

Name: Angela Nuzzarello
Job title: Associate Dean of
Student Affairs and Clinical
Associate Professor of Psychiatry
Duties: Student health and coun-
seling services, etc.
Before: She comes from
Feinberg School of Medicine at
Northwestern University, where
she had the same duties.
Now: "There's a lot of opportu-
nities for collaboration [on] an
undergraduate campus."

Name: Michele Raible
Job title: Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Medical Education
and Clinical Assistant Professor of
Pathology
Duties: Develop the curriculum.
Before: She practiced medicine as
a hematologist and oncologist.
Now: "It seems like most physi-
cians are teachers at one level or
another."

• Associate Deans David Felten
and John Musich weren't avail-
able for comment by press time.
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OU may lose 3% of
state funding next year
By MASUDUR RAHMAN
Campus Editor

The tuition rate could rise again next
year for Oakland University students.
Gov. Jennifer Granholm released her

fiscal year 2010 budget recommendation
for the state of Michigan on Wednesday,
Feb. 11. Part of her recommendation was
a 3 percent cut in state aid for public uni-
versities in Michigan.
Although it's a possibility, OU admin-

istration said that it's too soon to tell if
tuition will be increased.
"We are way too early in the budget

process to speculate as to whether there
will be a tuition increase," said OU
spokesperson Ted Montgomery.
The recommendation has not yet

been approved, and final approval is not
expected until later this summer.

If approved, this would mean OU
would lose about $1.6 million in funding
from the state. In 2008-09, OU received
$51.9 million from the state. Under the
governor's proposed budget, OU would
receive $50.3 million in 2009-10.
The state funding is not enough to

cover OU's budget. The remainder must
be raised from student tuition.
In 2008-09, $127 million — about 72

percent of OU's $170 million budget
— was covered by tuition.
If the state aid cut for next year is

approved, OU would have two options:
decrease next year's budget cost some-
how or increase the tuition rate to make
up for the loss.

State aid for some of
the public universities
in 2009-10 under Gov.
Granholm's budget
proposal

University of Michigan Ann
Arbor: $316 million
Michigan State University:
$284 million
Wayne State University: $214
million
Central Michigan University:
$80 million
Eastern Michigan University:
$78 million
Grand Valley State University:
$62 million
Oakland University: $50 million

— Associated Press

Granholm proposed offsetting the loss
in funding for the universities by offering
part of the $787 billion federal stimulus
package to public universities that keep
next year's tuition rate the same as this
year's.
Michigan is slated to receive about $7

billion of the package, which President
Barack Obama signed into law on
Tuesday.
However, it's too soon to tell if OU

will take this offer, especially given that
the tuition freeze proposal has not been
approved by the Michigan legislature yet.
Montgomery said it's unclear if OU will

benefit from the stimulus package.
"Remember that the governor may not

have discretion to mete out the money
as she sees fits," he said. "That may be
dictated by the federal government. In
other words, it might not be hers to give
away."
Montgomery said that the OU admin-

istration is currently developing the bud-
get for next year.
"Preliminary budget talks are under-

way, but remember, it's hard to craft a
budget when you don't know what kind
of money you have to work with," he
said.
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For previous coverage of the
tuition freeze proposal, visit
www.oaklandpostonline.com

State aid given to OU

1998-99: $42.5 million
1999-00: $44.3 million
2000-01: $48.1 million
2001-02: $52.9 million
2002-03: $52.4 million
2003-04: $50.5 million
2004-05: $46.6 million
2005-06: $47.2 million
2006-07: $51.5 million
2007-08: $46.6 million
2008-09: $51.9 million
2009-10: (proposed) $50.3 million

Percent of OU cost
paid by tuition

2008-09: 72%
2009-10: To be determined.

— OU's report to its board of trustees
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Web Exclusives this week:

• What is the"essence of manhood?"

• How do political science professors think the new presidential
administration will affect you?

• Half of the semester is gone already. How can you salvage the rest?

Find out by visiting www.oaklandpostonline.com

You're going on spring break, but The Oakland Post is not. We don't
have a print issue next Wednesday, but we will be updating content on

our Website daily.

Web Exclusives that will be online by Friday, Feb. 20

• What do OU supporters of Israel and Palestine have to say?

• What does recently-elected Gary Peters plan to do in Congress?

• Watch a slideshow about what happened on European Night.

• How does Arab Nationalism affect you?

• Blogs on 10 different topics updated Monday-Friday.

Now Accepting 

Applications and Nominations for:

Student Liaison to the Oakland University Board
of Trustees

Th• role of th• Student Liaison to the Board of Trustees is to serve as
a non-voting re-source on all student issues at monthly meetings of

the Board.

r

Term of Office:
• July 1. 2009 Oweitagh June 30. 2010 ot 2011
• Musl have at least a 2 5 GPA

• Must have earned 56 undergraduate or 18 graduate credit hours (0*
which 28 are at Oakland University)

• Must not hold any otner major elected campus off-ce

Applications are available at:

Student Affaws Office - 144 Oaktand Center
Student Congress Office - 62 Osiktalui Citnser

Center tot Student Attro14r4 -49 Oeldend Censer
Oektand University Boat(' of Truslees Web Page

Applications are due in the Student Affairs Office by
March 31, 2009

Fog quosepon-s Meas., coil. 2411-370-41tX)
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Play shows other side of 'King Kong'
By MACKENZIE ROGER
Staff Reporter

For playwright Jack Neary, January
was all about a gorilla. Not just any
gorilla, but an often-unseen, 30-foot-tall
one named King Kong.
The play "Kong's Night Out" was per-

formed Saturday, Feb. 14 at Meadow
Brook Theatre. Neary wrote and directed
play, and an all-new cast performed it.
The play is a spin-off of the movie clas-

sic "King Kong." It's set in the hotel room
before Kong's death on the Empire State
Building, showing what happened the
night Ann Darrow was taken from her
hotel room.
The play begins with theater pro-

ducer Myron Siegel, played by Oakland
University alumnus Christopher Howe,
on the night of the debut of his newest
play "Foxy Felicia." That same night,
rival producer Carl Denham, played by
Wayne Parker, has planned to unveil his
newest attraction "King Kong."
Denham has a history of often sabotag-

ing Siegel's plays. Siegel's right-hand
man Little Willie, played by Christo
Savalas, is infatuated with Daisy, played
by Kady Zadora.
Adding to the plot, Siegel's wife is

having an affair with Denham, and he
also has to deal with investor Darrow —
whom the ape desires — and her fiancé.

"Kong's Night Out" began approxi-
mately six years ago, and has been in
production twice before. The two previ-
ous runs shared several actors, but the
cast of the current run is entirely new.
The play boasting a cast with such

talent as Cindy Williams — who played
Shirley in the '80s sitcom "Laverne and
Shirley"— as Sally Charmaine and OU
alumnus Christopher Howe as Myron
Siegel.
"Cindy and Eddy [Mekka] were cast

by the theater, Christo Savalas actually
was cast through a video on the Internet,
and the rest were cast at auditions in
September," Neary said.
Pre-production ran smoothly, except

for one problem.
"The rehearsal room was much smaller

than the stage," Neary added. "We spent
a whole day on learning to make the
movements bigger."
Opening night at Meadow Brook was

a success, with virtually every seat being
occupied. Most in the audience were
couples celebrating Valentine's Day. For
several audience members, however,
`Kong" was less than tasteful.
But for audience member Nicki

Brandenburg, "Kong" was exceptional,
and allowed her to see Williams live in a
performance.
"I loved Cindy," she said. "She was

amazing, I'm hoping she'll sign my DVD

Photo courtesy of Rick Smith of Rick's Photography
Little Willie looks on as Daisy prepares for her role as the 'fake' Daisy in the play within the play.

cover."
Saturday's performance also brought

another treat for audience members.
Tickets for a raffle were sold for $3, with
the winner receiving two visitor passes to
the Empire State Building in New York
City and a basket full of Kong mementos.
"I thought the raffle was really cool,"

OU student Linda Camen said. "People

can go to New York and be where 'King
Kong' was set."
"Kong's Night Out" continues its run

until March 8, with several performances
with sign language accommodations for
the deaf and scene descriptions for the
visually-impaired.

Visit www.mbtheatre.com for a full
schedule of performances.

Student radio station and SVP win awards
By KAY NGUYEN
Staff Reporter

The Michigan Association of Broadcasters recently
awarded state honors to WXOU radio station and
Student Video Productions for achievements in their
respective fields.
WXOU and SVP are organizations run by Oakland

University students. WXOU produces radio shows that
can be heard on 88.3 FM, and SVP produces television
shows for channel OUTV.
"I was very excited when I found out, since we

have been working so hard for recognition," said Erik
Anderson, program director of both SVP and WXOU.
"Michigan State and Central Michigan usually get a lot
of awards, and we are excited that we were able to take
a couple from them."
Freshman communications major Matt Pocket

snagged a first-place award for WXOU in the sports
play-by-play category. His broadcast of the Michigan
high school Division II football state championships
clinched him the illustrious honor.
"When I sent in my entry, it was just a 'let's just see

what happens' feeling," Pocket said. 'When I got the
voicemail from Erik, it was the biggest surprise of my
life."
Pocket won another state award for his work in high

school sports radio last year and has aspirations of

MASUDUR RAHMAN/The Oakland Post
Matt Pocket prepares for a show at WXOU radio station.

becoming a professional play-by-play commentator.
He was courted by Spring Arbor University, another
awards powerhouse, but chose to come to OU because of
the opportunities presented to him.
"Sometimes I sit back and think about things and

think: wow, I am doing Division I college basketball
play-by-play," Pocket said. "[Oakland] has helped me
get my foot in the door and winning this award will
definitely help with my career."

Anderson, Mike Parsons, and Chuck Kanouse earned
an honorable mention in the station activities report
category.
The project involved creating a short essay and a

demo tape that highlighted the station's community
involvement throughout the year.
Along with senior journalism major Kim Yonick,

Anderson also won a second place award for SVP in
the best college television talk show category. Their
half-hour technology talk show "Best Tech" features the
latest in everything from tech news to movies to video
games.
"I think that it is awesome and it is good to see fel-

low students and members of SVP put their work out
there," said SVP president Demetrios Anastasiow. "I am
glad they did well."
As producer, Yonick's responsibilities range from

planning shows and their content to editing. As pro-
gram director, Anderson "oversees anything on the air."
"It is great when all the hard work you put into some-

thing is recognized," Yonick said. "After I found out, I
thought that maybe I could do this after I graduate."
Awards will be given out at the Great Lakes

Broadcasting Conference & Expo on March 11.
After the recent success, Anderson, a junior, is just

looking ahead to the future.
'We hope to win more awards next year," Anderson

said.
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Student presidential
candidates announced
By MASUDUR RAHMAN
Campus Editor

Oakland University Student Congress
announced the candidates for student
body president, vice president and OUSC
legislators Tuesday, Feb. 17. The dead-
line applications was Monday, Feb. 16.
The student body presidential and

vice-presidential candidates won't have
to face an incumbent ticket, because
president Dan Evola is not running for
re-election, instead choosing to run as
one of the 22 OUSC legislator candi-
dates. Vice president Jordan Twardy is
graduating this semester.
Jennifer Doptis, election coordinator,

said the candidates aren't allowed to
start campaigning until March 2, after
the OUSC general meeting ends. This
means they can't pass out campaign lit-
erature or hang signs until then.
On March 5, there is a "meet and

mingle" event to let students get to know
the candidates. Currently it's booked in
the Gold Rooms in the Oakland Center,
but Doptis said that could change.
Three of the four presidential tickets

are composed of current OUSC members.

The tickets are:
• Anthony Ivone (president) and
Jackie Craite (vice president)

• JaneIle Arbuckle (president) and
Nick McCormick (vice president)

• Kristin Dayag (president) and
Saman Waquad (vice president)

• Mark Medaugh (president) and
Ashley Marthen (vice president)

There will be.three debates after
spring break. The first is for the presi-
dential candidates on March 9-in the OC
Fireside Lounge. The vice presidential
candidates debate is on March 10 in the
Pioneer Food Court at noon. The final
presidential candidates debate is on
March 18 in the OC Gold Rooms at noon.
Voting days are March 21 through'

March 23. Students can vote only on the
OUSC website. Election results will be
made available on March 27.
Visit www.oakland.edu/ousc to read

the campaign platforms of the candi-
dates.
Go to www.oaklandpostonline.com

for the OUSC legislator candidates.
Read future issues of The Oakland

Post for further coverage of the elections.

Coming Up On Campus
Look out for these events after returning from spring break

• Spotlight: Lecture by Jeffrey Zaslow, the co-author of "The Last Lecture"

The Oakland Post invites you to attend the event at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 3 in the Gold Rooms in the Oakland Center. Youmay have
heard of or read the award-winning book "The Last Lecture," or at least
heard of it. Months before pancreatic cancer claimed his life, professor
, Randy Pausch gave his final lecture to his students at Carnegie Mellon
University. Jeffrey Zaslow, a Wall Street Journal columnist, attended this
lecture, and then co-wrote the book with Pausch. Oakland University's
journalism department is co-hosting this event, which is free and open
to the public. A book signing will follow the event. Part of the proceeds
of Zaslow's speech will go toward the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network
and the Randy Pausch Honorary Fund at Carnegie Mellon University.

Other events after spring break: 

• "Love & Sex Poetry Reading": Monday, March 2, from 3-4 p.m. on the
4th floor of Kresge Library.

• "Authors at OU: A Celebration of the Journal": Wednesday, March 4,
from 2-4 p.m. on the 4th floor of Kresge Library.

•"What Does it Mean to be a Transgender Woman?": Thursday, March 5,
from noon-1 p.m. in the Gold Room B of the Oakland Center.

• "Hunger Banquet": Thursday, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. in the Gold Rooms
of the Oakland Center.
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Helping high schoolers
By RORY MCCARTY
Senior Reporter

Some Pontiac Central High School
freshmen are looking up to several
Oakland University students to guide
them as role models.
Since January, members of Revive,

Educate, Dream, Change Our World
have been working with OU's Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for
Undergraduate Programs and the men-
toring program Winning Futures.

Jessica Reese, REDCOWs vice
president, said every mentor in Winning
Futures at Pontiac Central High is a
member of REDCOW.
"They serge as a positive role model

[the students] can adapt to," said
Jonathan Parks, REDCOWs advisor
from Pre-College Programs department.
Though part of Parks' job is to advise

REDCOW on things like what sort of
projects they should take on, he said they
already had it figured out.
"They had a plan, they knew exactly

what they wanted to do," Parks said.
'They just hit the ground running ... All
the pieces just jelled."
"We get the mentees to talk about their

strengths and weaknesses, and we help
them learn leadership roles and how it
can help them in college," Reese said.
She said mentors in REDCOW get to

know students better by putting songs
that make them happy and sad together
on a CD. They also talked about how
attitude is important to leadership.
Reese said she also made Valentine

cards with her mentees to deliver to
American House senior citizen homes.
REDCOW was formed last September.
"We felt like the campus was missing

something, and we wanted to fill that
void," said Norris Chase, president.
Reese said the goal of REDCOW is "to

provide social and political awareness
through community service, campus
involvement and academic enrichment."
Since the formation, members worked

in a haunted house and packaged
clothes to be shipped across the world
for Remnant Project Ministries. Future
plans include forming a team for Relay
for Life in March and working with
Habitat for Humanity in April.
REDCOW also hosts study nights in

the Oakland Center's Lake Michigan
Room on Mondays and Thursdays, where
everyone is welcome to attend.

POLICEFILES
On Feb. 10, a female student
reported that her black Dell laptop
computer was stolen from the
women's bathroom in the second
floor of Varner Hall. She said
the laptop was in a red bag that
she left out of her sight for five
minutes. The red bag was later
turned in, with textbooks with the
victim's name, but the $1,200-
$1,500 laptop was not found.

On Feb. 11, a female student
reported that her backpack was
stolen from the lounge in the
women's bathroom in North
Foundation Hall. She said anoth-
er female was nearby when she
went to the bathroom for five min-
utes, and when she returned, her
backpack was gone, as was the
other female. The victim also said
three to four other-students came

and went at that time, but OUPD
didn't conclude anything.

On Feb. 11, a female student
reported that her backpack was
stolen near the women's bath-
room in the lower level of the
Oakland Center. She said she set
it in a chair in the bathroom while
she applied makeup at the sink
for 15 minutes, and that it was
taken during that time. She said a
female came and used the bath-
room during that time, but OUPD
didn't conclude anything.

On Feb. 12, a male student
reported that he lost his wallet in
Kresge Library. He said his wallet
had his driver's license, OU Spirit
Card and debit card. He said
he canceled his debit card, and
requested a new Spirit Card.

He launched
the story

that inspired
millions
to follow1.

their dreams

Please join us for a conversation with the co-author 4z.
of the international best-seller 'The Last Lecture:
Mr. Zaslow also is an acclaimed journalist who writes
the popular 'Moving On' column for The Wall Street Journal.

Admission is FREE. Donations to the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network are encouraged.

-TUESDAY, March 3, 6:30 p.m.
OAKLAND UNIVERSITY GOLD ROOMS • BOOK SIGNING TO FOLLOW
Sponsored by the journalism program at Oakland University and The Oakland Post
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Talk to the 2009 student body president candidates!

Watch the new student
body candidates compete
in a newlywed game!

Mix C MINGLE 2009!
MARCH 5TH 6:00 PM

in the OC

-FREE FOOD!

WEAVAYS!

Contact Jennifer Doptis for more information: ildoptisaoakland.edu
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Candidates gear up for primary
Televised debate turns up heat on overlooked issues, poll leaders

By SEAN GARNER
Senior Reporter

The polls might say they won't win,
but that didn't prevent four candidates
for Detroit mayor from mixing it up ver-
bally in front of a capacity audience.
Freman Hendrix, Coleman Young Jr.,

Jonathan Edison and Jerroll Sanders
debated Tuesday night at Ambassador
for Christ Church in Redford. The debate
preceded the special primary by eight
days. The candidates discussed matters
of concern to Detroit residents, such as
the public school system, the future of
Cobo Hall, public safety and the best
ways to lift Detroit out its $300 million
budget deficit.
The event, which was broadcast on

the Detroit affiliate of the Christian
Television Network, was marked by bold
statements and an energetic audience.
Hendrix received perhaps the largest

applause of the night when he criticized
interim Mayor Ken Cockrel Jr.'s han-
dling of the proposed expansion of Cobo
Hall, accusing him of pandering to busi-
ness interests.
"Cockrel brags about how he was able

to work out the Cobo Hall plan in only
three months. I would submit to you that
for what he gave away, he could have
done it in three days," said Hendrix.
Cockrel wasn't the only frontrunner in

absentia to receive heat from the candi-
dates in attendance. Edison voiced his
attitudes toward Bing, garnering mixed
reactions from the audience.
"Dave Bing didn't even live in Detroit,"

Edison said. "He hasn't been around.
He doesn't know what ails this city.
My question to Dave Bing is, 'Why do

KIMBERLY P. MITCHELU Detroit
Free Press, Associated Press

SEAN GARNER/The Oakland Post
Mayoral candidates involved the Feb. 24 non-partisan primary participated in a televised debate host-
ed by Angelo Henderson of WCHB 1200 AM and Glenn Plununer of Ambassador for Christ Church.
(From Left) Johnathan Edison, Jerroll Sanders, Henderson, Plununer, Freman Hendrix and Coleman
Young Jr.

you want to come to our city In order to
invade our city?"'
The candidates spent a considerable

portion of the debate discussing educa-
tional policies. Jerroll Sanders, a long-
time employee of Detroit Public Schools
said one of the major problems is that
students in Detroit don't understand that
education can be a gateway to financial
prosperity.
"A while back we had a workshop

called, 'How you can become a million-
aire,' and it helped students understand
the connection between their educa-

(Left) Kate Kelly, 24, of
Waterford, and James
Sullivan after he proposed
on the replica of the U.S.S.
Enterprise bridge at the
grand opening of the Star
Trek exhibit at the Detroit
Science Center on Saturday,
Feb. 14. If couples proposed
during the opening of the
exhibit they were entered
into a drawing to have their
wedding at the exhibit.

tion and their potential earnings in
the future," Sanders said. "It inspired
students to want to learn, and that is the
impression I want to leave on the kids of
the city of Detroit."
Young, a 26-year-old representative in

the state legislature and son of Coleman
Young who served as Detroit's mayor
from 1974-1993, said recent cuts in the
Detroit Public Schools, coupled with the
millions of dollars lost in the city's con-
tracting scandal rivals criminal behavior.
"If you steal from our kids, then you're

stealing from the city, and you should go

-

CARLOS OSORIO/

(Left) A child prac-
tice dummy at the
Surgical Learning
Center at Beaumont
Hospital in Royal
Oak. The Beaumont
Commercialization
Center allows medical
device manufacturers to
use the Surgical Learning
Center with its simulated
operating rooms to help
develop and test medical

Associated Press technology

to jail," Young said.
Young suggested a young reader

program that has been implemented in
cities across the country such as New
York City and Chicago which he said
is entirely funded by private donations.
Young said his biggest objective is to
get children interested in learning when
they are young before they become cyni-
cal about education.
The two candidates with the most

votes in the Feb. 24 primary will face
each other in a runoff election May 5.
Although there will be 15 candidates on
the ballot, most polls indicate that the
primary is essentially a three-way race.
According to a tracking "robo-poll" by

michiganliberal.com, Hendrix was the
only candidate in attendance who has
a realistic chance of making the May
ballot. Hendrix is polling at 17 percent,
trailing former Piston Dave Bing at 31
percent and interim mayor Ken Cockrel
Jr. at 26 percent.
Clarence Thornton, a 71-year-old life-

long resident of Detroit, said he resists
the notion that the candidates in atten-
dance have little chance to win.
"I don't think Bing is as strong as they

make him out to be," Thornton said.
"Believe me, Cockrel is not as strong as
people think." Thornton said he is sup-
porting Coleman Young in the Feb. 24
primary. "His hands are clean," Thornton
said. "We have Hendrix, who was in [for-
mer Mayor Dennis] Archer's administra-
tion. They did more damage to us than
anyone, and they profited from their time
in office. Jerroll Sanders says she's been
in the schools for umpteen years, but all
you have to do is look at the state of our
schools right now. It's a disgrace."

RYAN EVON/Morning Sun,
Associated Press

(Left) Firefighters
battle the flames
fully engulfing
the HOIT Trading
Post in Sherman
Township, Mich.,
early in the morn-
ing on Tuesday,
Feb. 17. The store
had been closed
for about eight
Years before
reopening in 2005.
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Meeting to cull outcry
By RORY MCCARTY
Senior Reporter

A meeting on deer management held
by the Michigan United Conservation
Clubs and Department of Natural
Resources will be held Tuesday, Feb. 24
at Meadow Brook Hall.
The meeting is part of a statewide tour

which will, among other things, address
Rochester Hills' approach to prevent-
ing deer-car collisions. The previously
imposed deer cull was halted due largely
to public outcry. City councilman Mike
Webber also said that the effort hadn't
been as successful as he had hoped.
According to MUCC resource policy

specialist David Nyberg, the Meadow
Brook Hall meeting will give regular
citizens the opportunity to talk to a deer
advisory team comprised of experts
in a diverse range of fields affected by
the deer problem. Nyberg said that the
MUCC approached the DNR last year
to create a deer management program,
part of which included the creation of the
Michigan Deer Advisory Team.
"Part of that group's job is to go out

and talk to citizens about what concerns
them," Nyberg said.

Nyberg said the meeting will begin
with a DNR representative explaining
what is currently going on, and then the
floor will be opened up for citizen com-
ments.
In recent weeks, outcry from some

Rochester Hills residents has been
enough to put together a petition to
attempt to have Rochester Hills city
council president Greg Hooper and coun-
cilman J. Martin Brennan removed from
office. Cooper and Brennan were two of
the four council members who voted for
the deer cull.
Nyberg said all of the comments from

the meeting will be documented, and the
Deer Advisory Team will incorporate it
into a recommendation that will be sent
to the Natural Resource Commission.
Nyberg said that the deer management

plan is comprehensive for many issues.
"Issues affecting people in Oakland

County are going to be drastically dif-
ferent from those in the U.P.," he said.
"Every region in Michigan — whether
you're concerned about a deer eating
your shrubs or the size of antlers on a
buck — has concerns."
The meeting will be from 6:30 to 8:30

p.m. and will be open to the public.
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Student

Master ta.

111MINI
3 Roommates-$354 each
HUGE 3-BR Townhome 5 min. to O.U.
2.5 baths, washer, dryer, dishwasher,

pool, fitness center...and one free laptop!
www.KaftanCommunities.com

3V-tbury ilkge 248-852-7550
conditions apply

TOWNHOUSES

WHEN YOU'VE
GOT SPIRIT,
YOU'VE GOT

ACCESS.

cuone.org

248.475.2607

GET IN THE SPIRIT!
GET ACCESS TODAY!
WITH YOUR SPIRITCARD.

Your SpiritCard is your:
• University ID
• Meal plan and dining card
• Library card
• Access to SpiritCaSh funds and more!

When you add the PLUS feature you get:
• Totally FREE checking with no minimum deposit
• A debit card with worldwide access

Stop in our Oakland Center Branch for details!
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Is the economy affecting your plans for spring break? 

"No, the first weekend I am
going up north with my

family. The rest of the week I
am staying home. It's not the
economy that is affecting my
decision to stay home, I have

just chosen not to go anywhere."

Paul Schweiger
Junior,

computer information technology

"I did [have plans] but because
of the economy, I can't take the
trip. I was supposed to visit my
sister and aunt in South Carolina

with my family."

Courtney Kulikowski
Sophomore, business management

"The economy isn't affecting my
plans, school is. I have research
projects to do so I don't get to

go away."

Justin Kulwicki
Junior, environmental science

"I am going to South Carolina
to build houses for Habitat for
Humanity. The economy is not
affecting my break because I

raised all my money for the trip
by collecting cans and bottles."

Violet Niedbala
Junior, pre-medical laboratory science

If money was no issue, what would be your ideal vacation?

"I'd probably go 16 Cancun and
''party withpiends."

Milan Hermiz
/Senior,

Eomputer science and engineering

"My ultima[c springkb,reak
would be going to Miami,
Florida with all my friends."

Chaniece Coleman
Freshman,_nursing

"Taking my son to see the Myan
Ruins in Mexico, I've seen them
and I'd like to share it with him."

Shawn Hang
Senior, history/sociology

"A cruise in the Caribbean."

Tim Pancioli
Freshman, clinical laboratory science
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Would you rather... 
Go somewhere warm by yourself or stay at home with your friends?

"Staying with my friends
beGatlise I don't think it

would be any fun without
my Meads:"

TiffarycVdIfe
Sophornorejournalism

"Go somewhere warm
by myself because I
need warmth', I love,

the heat."

Rykel Peacock
Freshman, health sciences

Top 10 spring break hot spots for 2009
According to about.com.

1. Cancun, Mexico

2. Bahamas and Jamaica

3. Panama City, Florida

4. Acapulco, Mexico

5. Miami and South Beach, Florida

6. South Padre Island, Texas

7. Puerto Vallarta and Mazatlan

8. North American ski resorts

9. Europe

10. Baja, Mexico

COT A GRIZZLY APPETITE?
DIG INTO OUR SPECIALS! MBA Open House

Monday & Thursday
60 Boneless Wings!

TUESDAY I
Every Night

Late Night Drink Specials!
10 p.m. - Close

Buffalo Wild Wings promotes responsible drinking.

1234 Walton Rd.
ROCHESTER

Across from
Crittenton Hospital
248.651.3999

FREE WING
TUESDAYS!*
Limited time offer.

, • _ .

YOU HAVE TO BE HERE—
buffalowildwings.com

iestko.4

770 N. Lapeer Rd.
LAKE ORION
248.814.8600

'Buy any menu denomination of Traditional Wings, get the some menu denomination free. Pricing based on regular menu pricing
at time of purchase. Pricing subject to change without notice. Some restrictions apply. See manager for details. Price does not include

Celery, Ranch, or Bleu Cheese dressing, but items are available for an additional charge. Valid at participating locations.

Thursday, Feb. 19
4 to 7 p.m.

EMU—Livonia

1-275 and Six Mile Road

• Learn from the experts: Meet
academic advisers and faculty.

• Save money: Get your admissions
application fee waived.

• Tailor your program: Take advantage
of your unique experiences
and interests.

Julius Vincent, MBA Student

ce.emich.edu/mbadegree EASTERN
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

Education First
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In 5 New York Minutes
One-page play written by OU student to show in Manhattan

By LINDSEY WOJCIK
Editor in Chief

Just west of the over-stimulating lights and bustling
activity of Times Square is Manhattan's theater district.
Marquees are splashed with Broadway's biggest produc-
tions and the stars who deliver the entertainment.
Scattered throughout New York City a smaller, less

conventional theater community exists that is known
as off-off-Broadway. It is in that venue that Oakland
University senior Franco Vitella will debut his one-page
play ̀ The Quiet Present."

Vitella will drive nearly 10 hours and over 600 miles
to New York City this weekend to debut the five min-
ute performance in the "Zero to Sixty: One Page Play
Festival" on Feb. 21 at the Where Eagles Dare theater
on W. 36th Street.
"This I wrote just playing around. I never thought

anything would actually happen with it. Then I came
across [Zero to Sixty] and I said 'It's one page and I'll
submit it,"' Vitella said.

Vitella said he didn't expect his play to be selected; it
was more of a shot in the dark. "It seemed like it was
more for people who are in New York and it would be a
lot easier but they sent me an e-mail and asked if I was
iaterested."
According to the festival's producer, John Chatterson,

most of the one-page plays in the festival are from New
York playwrights, but he could recall Vitella's play.
"I remember [Franco] was delighted to be in the festi-

val and took a great effort to be in it," Chatterson said.
As producer, Chatterson said he read many plays

before choosing the 40 that will be showcased.
"I'm looking for plays that make a statement in a very

short amount of time and have a twist at the end, so
that's what I need to see in a play." Chatterson said he
saw those qualities in "The Quiet Present."
"It shows the mind of a very strange individual,"

Chatterson said.

Taking it to the [NYC] streets
Having roughly 19 days to prepare, Vitella said he

didn't really have much time for auditions.
"I kind of just put the message out to anybody I

thought would be interested in being involved. So it was
basically anyone who said yes," he said.

Director Robert Glowacki said he was a bit over-
whelmed at first.
"It started on Facebook like everything does nowa-

days. He sent us a message and said 'hey I have this
play, it's only five minutes and we have two weeks to
put it up and take it to New York City.' So at first it

was like this huge daunting task."
In order to raise money Vitella and his crew held a

stage reading on Sunday, Feb. 8, of another play he
wrote.
"We raised some money and so we have enough to

cover our travel expenses, at least to get there and
back."
With hotel and gas expenses, Vitella said the trip will

cost roughly $600. The drive will also be the first trip
to New York for some of the students. Glowacki said
in order to prepare for the trip the cast and crew have
been rehearsing almost every day.

Fierce competition
OU lecturer, Kitty Dubin, who is also a professional

playwright, said the playwriting field is very hard to
break through.

"It's highly competitive and very few plays are chosen.
It's a very tough thing to be involved in, you have to
really love doing it," she said.
Dubin also said that it is very unusual for students to

debut plays in New York City before they graduate.
"I think New York has a certain cache and myself,

when I had my first play done in New York, I was so
excited. I think it's neat that he's driving there and
being with other theater students. It will be an adven-
ture, an experience and he will learn things from it,"
she said.
Dubin had Vitella in both of her playwriting classes

and said that unlike many of her students, it's remark-
able that Vitella has continued to write plays outside of
class.
"He's very prolific and very disciplined, and very

inventive and original. Usually people need a deadline
for writing and Franco can give himself a deadline and
he will write and produce as opposed to needing an
external deadline."

A story coming to life
Vitella has produced three other plays at OU and two

others that have been produced in the metro Detroit
area. "The Quiet Present" derived from his full-length
play "Come Beauty" that was produced at OU in 2007.
The characters in "The Quiet Present" On, a lonely
mute boy and Tat, the corpse of Ori's dead friend are
extensions of "Come Beauty."
"He actually kills her in ['Come Beauty] by accident

again. The Quiet Present' would be sort of like a sequel
or a right after 'Come Beauty' and what they're left
with. He's by himself and it's just him and the girl,"
Vitella said.

BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
OU senior Franco Vitella perches on the steps inside the Varner
Hall practice lab during rehearsal of his one-page play.
Vitella and cast will travel to Manhattan to perform on Feb. 21.

Glowacki, a senior theater major who worked with
Vitella on "Come Beauty," said he enjoyed 'The Quiet
Present" a little more than its predecessor.
"It gets a little bit more into Ori's character than

'Come Beauty.' Really, this character is more candid
and allows you more, as an audience viewer, to relate to
things but also in the character is a challenge that he
didn't have in 'Come Beauty,"' Glowacki said.
"Because we have to get all of this out in five minutes

I think it's a little bit more in your face and a little more
avant-garde than 'Come Beauty,- he said.
The fact that the play has very few lines may contrib-

ute to the candidness of Ori's character. Senior theater
major Will Luchin, who plays On, described 'The Quiet
Present" as more of a physical play.

"It's very interesting. It's a one-page play that's all
physical. I mean there's literally no lines. It's a little dif-
ficult to get across," Luchin said.
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BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
(Clockwise from upper-left) Will Luchin and Lauren Rich rehearse a scene while Robert Glowacki
observes and offers direction. Luchin plays the male lead On and also serves as the play's fight
coordinator. Rich remains limp and lifeless for much of the performance.

Lauren Rich, a junior theater major
who plays Tat, said the story line is
unlike anything she has done in the
past.
"I've never really done anything that

was abstract befure," Rich said. "The
story is very interesting and it's kind
of cool that even though I'm dead I can
teach the other character 06 some
things along the way."

Portrait of a mute
While Vitella said he didn't draw

anything from his own experiences for
the story, his own interests in looking
for answers inspired "Come Beauty."
'That's what 'Come Beauty' is more

about, trying to find answers and just
getting more questions. As far as 'The
Quiet Present' goes, it's just playing
around with these interesting charac-
ters," he said.
"He thinks she's alive, so he kind of

does things with her like, pal kind of
stuff until it kind of goes too far and he
accidentally stabs her with a sword,"
Vitella said.
"The Quiet Present" will be Luchin's

first time working with Vitella and he
said the role was a blessing in disguise
because he's always wanted to work
with him.
"I enjoy this character a lot because

he doesn't get a chance to figure out
what's going on in his head. The char-
acter has a whole dark past and sub-
conscious in his mind that's constantly
running," Luchin said. "There's a whole
lot of moments of light hearted com-
edy because he's trying to get over his
really dark past."
Luchin also serves as the fight coordi-

nator for "The Quiet Present."
"It's essentially me lifting Lauren

Rich for about five minutes and carry-
ing her to different ends of the stage
and she has to fall sometimes on her
own."
Rich assists Luchin with the physical

movements.
"It's a challenge not to move and to

try not to breathe a lot. It's interest-

ing having to help because you can't
be completely limp because when he's
picking me up and stuff you have to
help him without it making it look like
I'm moving," Rich said.

The Big Payoff
Regardless of how physically drain-

ing a one-page play with virtually no
lines can be, the opportunity of work-
ing in an off-off-Broadway play in New
York City is worth it.
"Off-off-Broadway for us is a compli-

ment to be able to walk right in and
not have to audition. This is Franco's
project and we're all doing our best to
help, but at the same time it's a huge
benefit to all us," Luchin said.
Glowacki agreed that while perform-

ing in New York City will be beneficial
to his budding career, it will also help
put OU's theater department on the
map.
"I think it's a really good chance to

showcase to New York what Oakland
can do as a theater program," he said.
"We're trying to show that Oakland has
an up-and-coming theater department
and we're growing in numbers not only
in musical theater and production, but
also in playwriting."
Rich couldn't express her excitement

enough for the trip and said the perfor-
mance will also help her future career.
As for Vitella, he said he never really

thought about debuting a play in New
York City before graduation.

"It's sort of like an unwritten thing,
if you want to make it in theater it's in
New York City. I mean this isn't the
hugest thing but it almost seems silly
that I'm bothering to even take a one-
page play and going through all of this
but it's worth it for that."
While the bright lights of

Manhattan's theater district may seem
enticing, Vitella said the experiences
that OU's small community has afford-
ed him are things he will never forget.
"The coolest stuff I've done has been

here with people I know. I'm glad I get
to take people I know."
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Musical duo comfy in 'Corduroy'
By MACKENZIE ROGER
Staff Reporter

A guitar and a trumpet. Strings and
air. Two simple, distinct sounds that,
in the band Corduroy, work in literal
harmony.
Since Christina Droscha's freshman

year, she has musically collaborated with
then OU sophomore Lauren Donnay.
One year ago, the two formed a duo
called Corduroy.
Droscha's mother stressed the impor-

tance of a musical background for both
Droscha and her two sisters. Both sib-
lings played the piano, but Droscha — in
an effort to branch out — took up guitar
at age 5, and hasn't looked back.
"It was important to my mom that we

all did something musical," she said.
The two are looking into recording a

CD by the end of the semester, possibly
through Terry Herald, sound technician
and technical coordinator of OU's music,
theatre and dance department.
For right now though, Corduroy live

their daily lives as normally as possible,
performing at small, intimate open-mic
nights throughout the state.
Throughout high school, Droscha com-

bined her love of music with athletic and
academic pursuits, playing both soccer

and basketball, while also participating
in the National Honor Society. Despite
her involvement, Droscha still found it
difficult to make close friends.
"Most of the friends I had in high

school were through those activities," she
said. "I couldn't really talk to them about
stuff .,. it was a very shallow environ-
ment."
Following her high school graduation,

Droscha came to OU and had a difficult
first year.
"My freshman year was hard, not

being near family and having to find
something else," she said
In an effort to find that "something

else," Droscha turned to music, and
found a close friend in Donnay. The two
have known each other for three years
and counting, and last year chose to call
themselves Corduroy.
"We picked the name because ...

it symbolized comfort for both of us,"
said Donnay. Droscha plays guitar and
does lead vocals, and Donnay plays the
trumpet and Kvil, an African percussion
instrument.
For the duo, inspiration comes in the

name of Grammy Award winning singer-
songwriter Ani DiFranco, who serves as
a muse for both Donnay and Droscha.
"Am is a very aggressive guitar

player," said Donnay. "Her style is very
similar to Christina's."
"[Donnay's] musical style is very

improvisatory, and similar to [the band]
Umphrey McGee's style," said Droscha of
Donnay "s trumpet playing.
Currently, Droscha is a junior and a

resident assistant on the fourth floor in
West Vandenberg. In her leadership role,
she tries to give to other students what
she lacked her freshman year.
"I wanted to be an RA because I really

like being a part of a community away
from home," Droscha said.
Next year, Droscha will graduate with

a bachelor's degree in integrated studies.
She hopes to be accepted into a trade
school and, ultimately, become a carpen-
ter. Last December, Donnay graduated
with a degree in music education for
K-12. They are also looking into moving
out of Michigan within the next several
years.
Neither Droscha nor Donnay plan to

give up on music.
"We really just love doing music," said

Droscha. "We don't want to lose our pas-
sion ... by pushing too hard."
Corduroy perform weekly at the Word

of Mouth open-mic night in the Fishy
Lounge of West Vandenberg, including
Wednesday, March 4 at 9:30 p.m.

BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
Christina Droscha (left) and Lauren Donnay
make up the musical duo Corduroy, tune up out-
side on the steps of the Oakland Center.
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The 'Unold' story of swimming
Polish swimmer creates a dominant career at Oakland University

By MACKENZIE ROGER
AND JARED PURCELL
Staff Reporter/Sports Editor

As a child growing up in his native town Slaska,
Poland, Marcin Unold had one thing on his mind: swim-
ming. That one word has become a defining and suc-
cessful aspect of Unold's life.
In his third year of NCAA-eligibility swimming with

Oakland University, Unold has a chance to add to
his successful collegiate career at the Summit League
Championship, which begins Thursday and ends
Saturday.
In last year's Summit League Championship, Unold

broke school records in the 100 and 200 yard back-
stroke, along with being a part of the record-holding 200
and 400 medley relays.
"Marcin is extremely talented, if not the most tal-

ented swimmer that I've coached in the past 30 years,"
said OU head coach Pete Hovland. "And he hasn't even
reached his potential yet."
In 2008, Unold was named the Summit League's

Swimmer of the Year, made an impressive showing at
the NCAA Championships — coming in fifth in the 200
back with a time of 1:42.03. Unold also came in ninth in
the 100 back, with many of the swimmers placing above
him graduating last year.
Unold returned home to Poland in the summer of

2008, and made the Polish Olympic team but missed
the Olympic qualifying standard for the 100 backstroke.
Despite high expectations always surrounding Unold's

performances, hype and pressure are the last things on
his mind.
"I never put the pressure on me," Unold said. "I never

said I wanted to go to the USA and be the best swim-
mer in the world ... I just want to do the best I can."

Getting his feet wet
For the last 15 years, the 22-year-old Unold has been

competitively swimming in Poland, going back home in
the summers and for periods in the winter.
Since January 2007, he has been living in the United

States and swimming with the OU men's swim team.
Before that, in Poland, he swam for multiple teams,
the main one being the Oswiecim swim club where he
swam for three years.

Unold's OU teammate Dawid Tatarczyk has followed
much the same schedule. Both swam for Oswiecim,
and attended Szkota Mistrostwa Spoulowego — a high
school for athletes in Poland — where they lived in
dorms. If Unold was around, Tatarczyk was usually
close by.
"We raced each other since we were small kids,"

Tatarczyk said. "When we started [swimming together],
I would say we were even. When he went to high school,
he started to get better though."
In early 2007, Tatarczyk left Poland to swim for

OU, where he thrived under coach Pete
Hovland's guidance.
Because Unold spent a year as an

exhange student in Chicago while in high
school, he had to wait one more year in
school in Poland before he could go to the
states with his friend.
"Dawid is my age," Unold said. "But I

couldn't go [to OU] the same year because
I was an exchange student for a year in
high school."
In mid-October of that year while in

Poland for a visit, Tatarczyk informed
Unold about OU's dominance within the
league and the team's search for new
swimmers.
Although Unold almost decided to

attend Purdue, an immediate scholarship
wasn't offered which led to him to keep
searching for other schools. Unold and
coach Hovland conversed for around three
months prior to Unold's commitment to
OU. To Hovland, Unold was a recruit that
they didn't want to lose.
"I was pretty dissapointed when I heard

he was considering Purdue," Hovland
said. "He had the possibility of being the
best recruit we would have signed in
school history at the time. [I was] elated
when he was going to accept our offer
after all."
Helping greatly in Unold's transition

was the fact that there was already a
small group of foreign swimmers on
the team including Agnes SoIan and
Tatarczyk, who are Polish as well.
"We can understand each other better,"

Unold said of his fellow Polish swimmers.
"I think he was more adjusted and

adapted easier because of them," Hovland
said.
Both Unold and Tatarczyk found comfort in knowing

that they were swimming together again.
"It helps to know someone from where you came

from," Tatarczyk said. "It makes the change easier."
Unold now lives in the student apartments, close by

teammatel'atarczyk. Although Unold said they aren't
inseparable, they don't mind being around each other a
lot.
"He is laid back and likes to joke around," Tatarczyk

said. "It'd be a shame if he wasn't here."

All work, no sleep
Between September and February, Unold's days as an

OU swimmer usually begin at 5:30 a.m., in the pool by
6, practice until 8, then breakfast, studying and classes
until afternoon practice begins at 3 and lasts till 6.

BOB KNOSKATThe O- akl- and - Post
Marcin Unold takes accomplishments and records in stride as an OU swimmer.

After practice is dinner and more studying until he falls
asleep between 1 and 2 in the morning. Unold estimates
that he averages between 4-5 hours of sleep per night.
Keeping a schedule that would incapacitate most of

his peers, Unold admits that it can feel overwhelming
at times.

"It's a lot of stress from everyone," Unold said.
"Because I proved I can do well under pressure."
Each morning, practice consists of between 5,000 and

6,000 yards in the pool, with the afternoon practices
sporting a 45-minute weight session followed by 6,000-
7,000 additional yards.
Although he said he still enjoys swimming and finds

it fun, Unold is quick to note some of the hardships that

See Unold on page 21
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Golden Grizzlies
Game of the Week
MEN'S BASKETBALL VS IPFW

Benson, Kangas keep
men perfect at home
By JOE GUZMAN
Senior Reporter

The Oakland University men's bas-
ketball team (16-11, 9-5) finished a
three-game home stand Saturday eve-
ning with a win against IPFW (10-15,
5-9), 83-72. The team is undefeated at
the O'rena this season.
The last time the two teams met

in December, 3-point menace senior
Eric Kangas went off for 39 points in a
93-88 win at Fort Wayne. Fortunately
for the Grizzlies, IPF'W's attention to
Kangas allowed the rest of the team to
show off its depth.
Sophomore center Keith Benson led

the Golden Grizzlies with 23 points, 9
rebounds and 6 blocks, tying the all-
time blocks record with 101 in just two
seasons at OU. Meanwhile, Kangas
was still able to rack up 13 points on
5-10 from the field and 3-7 from 3-
point range.
After the game, OU head coach Greg

Kampe acknowledged the play of the
freshman duo of Blake Cushingberry
and Drew Maynard, who combined for
27 points on 11 for 16 from the field.
"We got our typical play out of the

rest of our veterans, but we had one of
our freshmen in the first half and one
in the second half," he said. "Maynard
played just an outstanding first half,
and I went with Blake in the second
half just because defensively he's a
little bit ahead of Drew for the scheme
we were running."
Maynard's 13 points in the first half

kept OU in the game as IPFW came
out playing with an aggressive, suffo-
cating defense. IPFW caused 11 first-
half turnovers despite OU outrebound-
ing the Mastodons 20-11. Leading by
nine with two minutes left in the half,
IPFW scored six unanswered points,
cutting the lead to 37-34 on a jumper
at the buzzer.
Kampe gave credit to IPFW for com-

ing into the O'Rena and changing their
defensive game plan, citing his team's
turnovers.
`Their pressure on the ball created

issues for us," he said. "They did a
...thce job of disrupting the flow [of our
game]."

IPFW came out ready for an upset
in the second half, usuing the momen-
tum of the first. At the 14:04 mark
former OU forward David Carson hit a
three to give his team the lead 48-47.
But moments later, as he did

last week against Centenary,
Cushingberry came through in the
clutch by hitting a three and jumper,
sparking a 12-0 OU run. He also con-
tributed 10 rebounds for the game, Six
in the second half.
"Who would have thought we would

have had an easy victory, and Kangas
was kind of nondescript," head coach
Greg Kampe said after the game.
"They did everything they could to
take him out of the game, and we
didn't force feed it to him and that
goes back to [junior Jonathan Jones]."
OU point guard and last week's

Summit League Player of the Week
honoree, Jones battled through IPFW's
pressure, en route to orchestrating the
second-half outburst. He scored eight
points while setting a new career high
in assists with 15, also breaking the
school's single-game assist record since
it joined Division I.
"Once I get through the initial pres-

sure and get into the paint, it opens
everything up," Jones said. "I have
Kangas on the wing, Cushingberry
one the wing, Benson down low, it just
opens up our game and allows us to
play better."
After the game, IPFW head coach

Dane Fife acknowledged how his team
neutralized Kangas and Jones for the
most part, but couldn't cover the fire-
power of the Golden Grizzlies depth.
"It was kind of pick your poison

tonight," Fife said. "We did a nice job
stopping Kangas and Jones, but we let
their role players really stick it to us."
Before the game the players,

cheerleaders and fans wore pink to
acknowledge breast cancer aware-
ness month. Coach Kampe recognized
the program's long history with the
Coaches vs. Cancer program that
brings attention to the cause.
"Sometimes when you can take your

status in the community and reach out
to help people, I think it's important
that you do it," he said.

February 18, 2009

BOB KNOSKA/The Oakland Post
Keith Benson tied OU's all-time blocks record with his 101st against IPFW in Saturday's victory.

BOB KNOSKA/The Oakland Post BOB KNOSKA/The Oakland Pos
Erik Kangas logged a 13 points against IPFW. Drew Maynard scored 13 points in the first half.
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The lucky seven
University announces 22nd class to
be inducted in the Hall of Honor

By JARED PURCELL
Sports Editor

The Oakland University's depart-
ment of athletics has announced the
2009 inductees to the Hollie L. Lepley
Athletic Hall of Honor.
The seven inductees include Becki

Bach Simmons (women's swimming
and diving, 1993-97), Ericka Burns
(women's softball, 2000-03), John Eley
(men's basketba11,1969-72), Giovanni
Gentile (men's soccer, 1991-94), Ashley
McGhee (women's soccer, 1998-2001),
David Paxton (men's swimming and
diving, 1994-97) and Anita Rapp
(women's soccer, 1997-2001).
"The individuals selected represent

the very best of our championship
tradition here at Oakland and it is our
privilege to have the opportunity to
honor them," said Director of Athletics
Tracy Huth.
OU's men's and women's swimming

head coach Pete Hovland was glad to
see his former swimmer, Paxton, hon-
ored in such a way.
"David truly was an outstandng ath-

lete," Hovland said. I've been blessed
over the years with all kinds of quality
athletes that come through our door ...
and David was no exception."

Paxton was a part of four consecu-
tive Division II national championship
teams and a 17-time All-American
with OU.
Simmons was All-American eight

times as a diver for OU.

"[Simmons] was someone that came
into our program with a lot of talent
and a lot of untapped potential," said
Huth, who was the head women's
swimming and diving coach during
Bach's career. "[Simmons] worked
extremely hard to make herself into
one of the top divers that Oakland has
ever had."
Burns holds 12 OU career offensive

records in softball including batting
average (.392), hits (265), runs (127),
doubles (42), triples (24), and home
runs (19).
McGhee and Rapp played together

and led OU to its first ever NCAA
Division I tournament. McGhee holds
the record for goals (49) and Rapp
became the first OU student athlete
ever to win an Olympic gold medal in
2000 while playing for Norway.

Gentile was a second-team All-
American sweeper as a senior and was
a member of four NCAA tournament
teams that posted a combined 63-15-8
record.
"He was one of our hest players,"

said former men's soccer coach Gary
Parsons. "He was an excellent leader
that led by example."
Eley is still in the top 10 in rebounds

at OU (690) and, at the end of his
tenure, he held OU records in scoring
(1,085 points).
The selected group of athletes will be

officially inducted at the annual Hall
of Honor induction ceremony on April
25 at the O'Rena.

Continued from page 19

UNOLD
have come with his work ethic.
"I get tired," Unold said. "I've been

doing this for 15 years, I just want get
enough sleep, you know, go to bed at a
normal time and have a normal life."
As bright of a future as he has,

Unold said that he will only continue
to swim until it no longer makes him
happy.

Student athlete
As successful as Unold has been as

a swimmer, he always believes that
there is more to accomplish.
"I tell myself that I never know

enough," Unold said. "A lot of other
people walk around thinking that they
know everything but I don't think that
way."
Hovland believes that Unold lives

up to his motto by the way he carries
himself around the team.
"You can tell that he is a student of

the sport," Hovland said. "You'll see
him help other kids on the team. He's
very very astute."
After watching Unold grow into the

swimmer he is today, Tatarczyk still
manages to be surprised by Unold
urgency to compete.
"He's extremely competitive,"

Tatarczyk said. "When you get some-
one like him, you never know what'll
happen."

— Brad Slazinski contributed to this report.
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ICE HOCKEY
2/20 @ PSU, 9 p.m. (State College, PA)
2/21 (a) PSU., 9 p.m. (State College, PA)
2/28 vs GVSU, 8:30 p.m. (Onyx Arena)

WRESTLING
2/28 @ Conference Tournament (GVSU)

MEN'S BASKETBALL
2/19 @ W. Illinois, 8 p.m. (Macomb, IL)
2/21 @ IUPUI, 7 p.m. (Indianapolis)
2/26 vs Southern Utah, 7 p.m. (O'Rena)
2/28 vs UMKC, 6 p.m. (O'Rena)

Coming attractions
GAME SCHEDULE FOR FEB. 18-MARCH 3

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
2/21 @ IUPUI, 4:30 p.m. (Indianapolis)
2/23 @ W. Illinois, 8 p.m. (Macomb, IL)
2/28 vs UMKC, 3:30 p.m. (O'Rena)
3/2 vs Southern Utah, 7 p.m. (O'Rena)

INDOOR TRACK & FIELD
2/26-2/28 @ Summit League
Championships (Sterling, IL)

SWIMMING AND DIVING
2/19-2/21 — Summit League
Championships @ Oakland University

Watch for LIVE BLOGS of each day
of the Swimming and Diving Summit

League championships at
www.oaklandpostonline.com

n„.9kt

BASEBALL
2/21 @ E. Kentucky (Richmond, KY)
2/24 @ Charlotte (Charlotte, NC)

SOFTBALL
2/20-2/26 @ GSU Eagle Classic
2/28-3/1 @ E. Kentucky Tournament

it
After watching Nate "Kryp-

tonite" Robinson's jump over
opponent Dwight "Superman"
Howard in the NBA's slam dunk
competition, it comes as no surprise
that Robinson won. I mean, how often
can a 5-foot-9 guy say he jumped over
a 6-foot-11 guy en route to slamming
a basketball into a hoop?
Since sports editor Jared Purcell is

also 5-foot-9, we figured we'd let him
try some extreme jumping attempts
because he's so sure that his mad
hops can rival Robinson's. Here are
Purcell's four jumps of awesomeness.

1) Jumping over a rock
= Success

2) Jumping over a larger rock
= Great success

3) Spike a ball over a volleyball net
= Easy peasy

MATT YORK/Associated Press

4) Jumping over 6-foot-4 You/Local
Editor Dan Hiebert = Priceless

*Make sure to check out Tim Rath's
video blog on the slam dunk competi-
tion at Oaklandpostonline.com.

Photos by BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
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And the Oscar goes to.
The Oscars are upon us again, and the nominees are...

Performance by an
actor in a leading role

Richard Jenkins in
"The Visitor"

Frank LangeIla in
"Frost/Nixon"

Sean Penn in "Milk"

Brad Pitt in "The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button"

Mickey Rourke in
"The Wrestler"

Performance by an
actor in a

supporting role

Josh Brolin in "Milk"

Robert Downey Jr. in
"Tropic Thunder"

Philip Seymour Hoffman in
"Doubt"

Heath Ledger in
"The Dark Knight"

Michael Shannon in
"Revolutionary Road"

Quick Oscar facts

Kate Winslet is the youngest
person to receive six Oscar
nominations, a mere age 33
with her nod for "The Reader!'

Performance by an
actress in a
leading role

Anne Hathaway in
"Rachel Getting Married"

Angelina Jolie in
"Changeling"

Melissa Leo in
"Frozen River"

Meryl Streep in "Doubt"

Kate Winslet in
"The Reader"

Performance by an
actress in a

supporting role

Amy Adams in "Doubt"

Penelope Cruz in
"Vicky Cristina Barcelona"

Viola Davis in "Doubt"

Taraji P. Henson in
"The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button"

Marisa Tomei in
"The Wrestler"

With 13 Oscar nods, "The
Curious Case of Benjamin
Button" is not the most
nominated movie ever. It
is trumped by "Titanic" and
"All About Eve," with 14
nominations each.

Best foreign language
film of the year

"The Baader Meinhof
Complex"- Germany

"The Class"- France

"Departures"- Japan

"Revanche"- Austria

"Waltz with Bashir"- Israel

Best motion picture of
the year

"The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button"

"Frost/Nixon"

"Milk"

"The Reader"

"Slumdog Millionaire"

Meryl Streep is Oscar's most
nominated performer, with
this year bringing her total to
15. She has three more than
Katharine Hepburn and Jack
Nicholson, who each have 12.
According to huffingtonpost.com.

The 81st Academy Awards
air Sunday, Feb. 22 on

ABC at 8 p.m.

Top ten most

nominated films of 2008
.1;

1. "The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button" -1i3

A -
V4 re.

2."Slumdog Milkeiniire"- 10

3."The Dark Knight"- 8

4."Milk"- 8 %IR

5."WALL-E"- 6

6."Doubt"- 5

7."Frost/Nixon"- 5

8. "The Reacres-r"'=-5

9. "Changeling

1 "Revolutionary0. 
hoto courtesy of Ascortated Press

The Oakland Post will be live blogging
the Academy Awards.

Go to www.oaklandpostonline.com.

We'll also be twittering the event.
Go to

www.twitter.com/theoaklandpost.
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EVAN AGOSTINI/AP tile photo
Conan O'Brien will take over "The Tonight Show" June 1.

O'Brien moves to Leno's spot
By LINDSEY WOJCIK
Editor in Chief

COLUMN

Nearly three years ago I drove 300 miles to Chicago,
waited seven hours in line with hundreds of people to
be part of a live audience for a special taping of "Late
Night with Conan O'Brien" at the Chicago Theater.
The adrenaline of being a front row audience mem-
ber is an experience I'll never forget and now, during
O'Brien's last week as host of "Late Night," it's an
experience that is more meaningful to me.
For 13 years the Harvard-educated talk show host

brought an intellectual humor combined with a some-
times-immature silliness to NBC's 12:35 a.m. time slot.
Side-kick Andy Richter left the show in 2000 but drum-
mer Max Weinberg has led The Max Weinberg 7 since
the shows debuted.
This week marks the end of an era as O'Brien wraps

up his time in studio 6A of New York city's Rockefeller
center and begins his trek to Los Angeles to take over
"The Tonight Show" at 11 p.m. on NBC in June.
As O'Brien bids his farewell, a bit of nostalgia kicks

in. Masturbating Bear and Triumph the Insult Comic
Dog became household names, and sketches like "If
They Mated" and "In the Year 2000" encouraged view-
ers to think about what could never really happen.
Mannerisms during his monologue and the infamous

string dance have become staples of "Late Night."
Many wonder if O'Brien's unique comedy will trans-

late in an earlier time slot. Will the sketches mature?
Will the monologues become as dull as Jay Leno's?
While contracts are still ongoing with Max Weinberg,
most of the band's members and the show's writers will
be with O'Brien on "The Tonight Show," according to
USA Today. With that in mind I think it's safe to say
that "The Tonight Show" will be a smooth transition for
its new host.
Although O'Brien's new time slot will allow me to

sleep a little longer on weeknights, my feelings of
exhausted jubilation at the end of every episode of
"Late Night" are sure to remain. O'Brien may be in a
different city, but his intellectual comedy will always
have a home with me.

°P*oaldandPoswrine .G°r°
QUICK HITS

The Oakland Post staff reviews a new movie, album
and newly released DVD.

Go to

www.oaklandpostonline.com
under "Web Exclusives"to check them out.

Make a "Splash" with a Grid4 Summer Internship
Grid4 is currently offering exciting Internship opportunities to inspire professional
growth in the "technology hub" of the Great Lakes State.

Grid4 is seeking interns in ALL DEPARTMENT
Grid4 Internships are suitable for individuals who wish to:

• Utilize Existing Talents

• Acquire New Knowledge

• Develop Valuable Skills

gridgcommunications 8

the switch is on"

Summer Internship Submissions are due by March 3, 2009.
For more information please contact us at:

248 - 244 - 8100

intemship@grid4.com

http://www.grid4.com/About_Grid41intemship.php

check us out on oucareerlink.com
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Alternative spring break
Trust a journalist, we've been there (and maybe came back)

By TIM RATH
Web Editor

In recent times, new technologies and
economic hardships have drastically
changed the way newspapers do busi-
ness.
We here at The Oakland Post are not

immune to these changes; in fact, our
inability to adapt has forced us to quickly
go the way of the dodo bird — extinct. As
such, we're getting out of the newspaper
business entirely to enter the world of
travel marketing.
Why travel marketing, you ask? Well,

years of theorizing exactly what you, the
average student at Oakland University,
"really wants" out of your college experi-
ence has led us to only one conclusion:
You want to leave OU and never return.
Thankfully, with spring break right

around the corner, the options for such
an escape are plentiful. Although we
here at The Oakland
Post are out of the
wordsmithing game,
we remain commit-
ted to giving you
what you really
want.
With that in mind,

please consider one
of the exquisite
vacation packages
we now offer as part
of our new, spring
break travel cam-
paign we call, "I
Mean It: Anywhere
But Here." Really,
consider it. Please.
We're in trouble.

Mariana Trench Marina land
While your friends are partying near

the water in the beaten trails of Cabo
San Lucus and South Padre Island,
you'll be having a more-fulfilling experi-
ence, partying in the water — 6.8 miles
deep in the Pacific Ocean. Once you've
lived on a diet of nothing but Tang in a
nosebleed-inducing high-pressure envi-
ronment, you'll wonder how you ever did
without! The tiny, bolted-in windows of

your submarine offer thrilling views of
ethereal species like the seven-arm octo-
pus, immortal jellyfish and oarfish that
God never wanted you to see. $2,000 per
person, $1,850 for OU students.

Cape Horn Safari
You say you like sailing? How about

sailing through large gusts of wind, ice-
bergs and waves the size of skyscrapers?
If so, a cruise around this "sailors' grave-
yard" may be right up your alley: two
weeks spent encircling the southern tip
of Chile despite the presence of the more
easily-navigated Panama Canal to the
north. Upon your return, you'll be the
talk of the class: "You got sunburned on
your cruise? That sucks..I was attacked
by the Chilean Navy. Yeah, they don't
have an ointment for that yet. Pansy."
$2,500 per person, $2,000 for OU stu-
dents, stowaways are free.

Afghanistan
Adventure
OK, maybe the water's not

your thing. That's cool — what
about Afghanistan's endorheic
Sistan Basin, one of the dri-
est regions in the world? We'll
drop you from a helicopter
into the desolate desert with
a bottle of Dasani water and
an AK-47 for the "authentic"
experience. You'll be sleeping
in only the most rat-infested
of caves, being kicked awake
by only the wildest horses
and fleeing in terror from only
the most violent of American

bounty hunters. It's great for families
with children! $1,800 per person, $1,400
for OU students.

Everest Experience
Some of your classmates may spend

spring break clubbing in New York City
alongside the Olsen Twins, doing lines
of coke off of Paris Hilton's breasts with
a Krazy Straw and learning how to do
the "Soulja Boy" once and for all, but
where's the creativity in that? Where's
the joy? We here are The Post know

Graphic illustrations by BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
Web Editor Tim Rath experienced the "I Mean It Anywhere But Here" tour and approved.

where we'll be: getting our "Sir Edmund
Hillary" on along the border of Nepal and
China, trapping goats with the sherpa
mountaineers and learning how to avoid
frostbite. Oh yeah, that's hot.
Not only will you get the experience of

scaling the world's largest peak, but we
also offer survival training before the trip
(walking to class at OU dur-
ing Michigan winter should
suffice if you can't make
it) and psychiatric evalua-
tions after (in case you come
home with a new friend
like Wilson in "Castaway").
$1,600 per person, $800 for
OU students.

Mumbai Escape
If you thought that

Bollywood films projected
the Indian nation in a fas-
cinating, thrilling light, just
wait until you're trapped
for two weeks in its largest
city, Mumbai! Once again,
you'll be getting an "authentic" Mumbai
experience, living in slum pockets that
encompass a mere 6 percent of the city's
land, yet total 60 percent of its entire

population to create one of the most
densely populated cities on the planet!
You'll work low-paying, high-stress jobs
to keep the economy moving by day,
fend off nationalist construction crews by
night and desperately try to stay healthy
in-between! $2,700 per person.
Remember, lots of newspapers-turned-

travel-agents will make
grandiose claims about
the beautiful sights
you'll see and exciting
times you'll live with
their vacation pack-
ages. However, only
The Oakland Post's
"I Mean It: Anywhere
But Here" packages
offer you the most hon-
est opportunity to test
your mind and spirit
in the most extreme of
locales. In fact, if you
can imagine an area
on this planet more
intense than the ones

above, we'll send you on a weeklong voy-
age free of charge!*
*This offer is not valid for the city of

Detroit.
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Keep your blankets in beds, not on your back
By MIKE SANDULA
Guest Columnist

You've probably seen them before.
It was one of those late nights that you

could have gone to bed, but you decided
to fight sleep for no real reason other
than to watch some more TV. Maybe a
good rerun or an enticing made-for-TV
movie was on. Or perhaps you were
mindlessly surfing through channels,
content with the waves hitting you,
unwilling to shut them off.
Then it appeared.
They looked harmless; after all, they

were made of fleece. The people wearing
them seemed nice too, even if they were
cheesier than the cast from "Full House."
But the combination of a blanket and a

bathrobe just didn't add up.
The family looked too happy, too sure

they looked cool, like when someone tries
to impersonate an actor or a comedian
and think they're doing it spot on, but
you know it's nowhere close.
Then the scene transferred to a sport-

ing event, and those same people were
showing them off there, too.
What is this preposterous product I

speak of? It's called a Snuggie.
That's right. Snuggie. Take a minute,

and maybe some paper towel, and try
your best to absorb that.
For those who haven't seen the com-

mercial, Snuggies are ... well, they're
blankets
with sleeves.
Apparently

lots of people
have spent
years walk-
ing around,
wrapped
up in blan-
kets, their
arms feeling
trapped,
wondering,
"If only there

That averages out to over 22,000 a day.
To put that in perspective, Oakland

University's student body, as of fall
2007, totaled just over 18,000. Imagine
  everyone

"They looked harmless; after
all, they were made of fleece.
The people wearing them

seemed nice too, even if they
were cheesier than the cast

from 'Full House."
was some
way my hands could be free while my
body remains warm."
That was the idea behind clothes; only,

most clothes don't resemble a bedspread.
If you're like me, you laughed it off,

thinking surely no one would buy a
product with a name too lame for even
a teddy bear. So you can imagine how
crazy I went when I found out that these
things have become a national craze.
Four million of them have been sold —

and they've only been out since August.

on campus,
plus a few
extra thou-
sand in the
surrounding
area, wear-
ing one. A
literal sea
of blanket-
shirts.

It's only
a matter of
time before
that sea

becomes an ocean. To avoid drowning
in said ocean, here's what to look out
for: a line of suitable-for-public Snuggies
coupled with more cheesy advertising:
The Beach Snuggle. Protects you from

the sun's harmful rays and turns into
a beach towel. The addition of a large
pouch capable of holding Frisbees, maga-
zines and your favorite sandwich make
this a shoreside must.
The Golf Snuggle. Complete with tee

holsters and a built-in ball bag, this

Snuggie serves as a comfy caddy out on
the course.
The Corporate Snuggie. The single-

breasted pocket is perfect for storing
your BlackBerry and lends a classy touch
while allowing you to add some warmth
to your business meetings.
Product placements in popular sitcoms:

I hate to admit it, but sadly, I can pic-
ture Michael Scott of 'The Office" in a
Corporate Snuggie.
A children's show with a cartoon

Snuggie: sounds innocent enough, but
I think Snuggies could be frighten-
ing for children — well, anyone really
— because it'd be easy to pretend to be a
blanket, only to attack people.
Imagine this scenario: 6-year-old

Caitlyn goes to bed one night, thinking
it's a night like any other, when her
blanket, which she thought was a source
of comfort and relaxation, betrays her.
It turns out to be a Snuggie-wearing
kidnapper. The sleeves allow for a sneak
attack, making the incident all the more
horrifying.
So in order to avoid becoming a fleece-

clad nation that runs around scaring
children, I think we should let clothes
remain clothes and leave the blankets in
bed.

• • • • • •
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Employment / Miscellaneous
Students needed to work

with our autistic son.
Great experience for social work,

education, psychology and related majors.
Flexible hours and training provided.
Sterling Heights, 17 and Dequindre.

(586) 795-9344.

AUBURN COLONY APARTMENTS
1250 E. Walton.
BIGGEST* BEST

1,000 sq feet 1 & 2 bedroom $500
Alex (248) 242 - 1845
Mike (734) 996 - 4992

Roommate Matching Available:)
www.orchard10.com • •

LOW COST HEALTH INSURANCE
BLUE CROSS' NEW YOUNG ADULT PLAN

ONLY $47/MO.
CONTACT CHUCK @ [800]215-2577 /

cman1960@sbcglobal.net or
0835303.coverageforone.com

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
Microsoft Certified Professional.

John (248) 892-5667

 GET NOTICED!
Adverdie-With The Oakland Post

oakukNoPosTADwitnsiNcec.mAiLcom
(248) 370-4269

Auburn Hills,
1 Bedroom Condominium

for rent/option to buy
700 sq ft. Completely updated,
Second Floor, $500 per month_

Includes water
(248).224-9097

****** • • • • •

•
•
•
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GM seeks up to $30B in aid
By TOM KRISHER AND KEN
THOMAS
Associated Press Writers

DETROIT — General Motors Corp.,
presenting a dire outlook for the future,
said Tuesday it may need $30 billion in
total government financing to weather
the economic downturn and would cut
47,000 jobs worldwide and shutter five
more U.S. factories in a massive restruc-
turing plan.
The automaker is already surviving

on $13.4 billion in federal loans and said
in a plan submitted to the Treasury
Department that it would seek an addi-
tional $16.6 billion if economic conditions
worsen, but it could achieve profitability
in two years and repay its loans by 2017.

The U.S. automaker presented its
turnaround plan to the Obama adminis-
tration as it worked to win concessions
from the United Auto Workers union
and bondholders to dramatically resize
the company. The UAW said it reached
a tentative deal with GM, Chrysler LLC
and Ford Motor Co. on contract changes
but discussions were still under way
about how the companies would fuhd
union-run trust funds that will take over
the companies' retiree health care obliga-
tions starting next year.
GM said it was making progress but

had not yet achieved all the concessions
from union workers, debt holders, deal-
ers and suppliers that the Bush adminis-
tration sought in the loan terms provided
last December.

N I W BRIEFS
02-111 A series of tornadoes kill eight
people in Oklahoma. I A 2,600-year-old
Egyptian sarcophagus is lifted out of its
burial chamber.
02-121 An autopsy is performed on a body
dragged by a car 20 miles in New York City.
02-131 A British tabloid reports a 13-year-
old boy is a father.
02-141 Mexico City sets kissing record with
40,000 people kissing at the same time.
02-151 Illinois Republican lawmakers call
for U.S. Sen. Roland Burris' resignation
during investigation of whether he perjured
himself in Gov. Blagojevich's impeachment.
02-161 A 200-pound chimpanzee is shot and
killed after mauling a Conneticut woman.
I A court lifts the ban on identifying the
arson suspect in Australian wildfires.
02-171 President Obama signs the $787 bil-
lion stimulus package.

President Barack Obama's administra-
tion will review the plans from GM and
Chrysler LLC but could pull the loans
if they don't approve the turnaround
plans by March 31. The review could be
extended into April, but if the govern-
ment demands the money back it would
force the companies into bankruptcy.
GM predicted it could run out of money

before the March deadline and said it is
seeking the additional funding under a
worst-case-scenario projection, as U.S.
sales have plummeted to a 26-year low
and auto sales have fallen in other parts
of the world.
In December, GM said it may need $18

billion in government financing but only
got a commitment of $13.4 billion, includ-
ing $4 billion received Tuesday.

Island riots result in chaos

DOMINIQUE CHOMEREAU-LAMOTTE/Associated Press
Burned-out cars and debris litter the street in the aftermath of a night of protests against high
prices and low wages, in Point-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe, Tuesday, Feb. 17.

Changes on Facebook spark protests
Associated Press Report

NEW YORK — Tens of thousands
of Facebook users are protesting new
policies that they say grant the social-
networking site the ability to control
their information forever, even after they
cancel their accounts.
Facebook's new terms of use, updated

Feb. 4, largely went unnoticed until
the popular consumer rights advocacy
blog Consumerist.com pointed out the
changes Sunday.
That prompted a clarification from

Facebook's founder, Mark Zuckerberg,
although the new terms remain in force.

Zuckerberg told users in a blog post
Monday that "on Facebook, people own
their information and control who they
share it with."
When someone shares a photo, a mes-

sage or a status update telling friends
what they are up to at the moment, they
first need to grant Facebook a license so
the site can pass that information along
to authorized friends, Zuckerberg said.
Without the license, he said, Facebook
wouldn't be able to help people share
information.
Zuckerberg said the new terms are

necessary to reflect the fact that friends
may retain a copy of that message or

other information once a user shares it
with them.
"Even if the person deactivates their

account, their friend still has a copy of
that message," Zuckerberg said. 'We
think this is the right way for Facebook
to work, and it is consistent with how
other services like e-mail work. One of
the reasons we updated our terms was to
make this more clear."
Zuckerberg did acknowledge that

Facebook, which boasts 175 million users
around the world, still has "work to do
to communicate more clearly" about how
information is shared on the site. The
site has had previous run-ins with users

RAHMAT GULJAssociated Press
Afghan villagers shout slogans against the
U.S. and Afghan government during a dem-
onstration following a U.S. operation on their
village in Mehterlam, Afghanistan on Jan. 24.
Worsening conflicts led to a 40 percent increase
in Afghan civilian death in 2008.

Afghan deaths
jump 40 percent
By JASON STRAZIUSO
Associated Press Writer

KABUL — The number of civilians
killed in Afghanistan's worsening con-
flict jumped 40 percent to a new high
last year, and more than half of the
deaths were inflicted by Taliban insur-
gents and other militants, the United
Nations said Tuesday.
The report said insurgents increas-

ingly use roadside bombs, car bombs
and suicide bombers in attacks that are
"undertaken regardless of the impact
on civilians." In the latest such attack,
the U.S. military reported a roadside
bomb killed five civilians Monday in
Kandahar province.
Two of the worst civilian tolls from

insurgent attacks came in a February
suicide bombing at a dog fight in
Kandahar that the U.N. said killed
67 civilians and a car bombing at the
Indian Embassy last July that killed 55
civilians.
Commanders of U.S. and other inter-

national troops in Afghanistan have
long sought to emphasize how militant
attacks kill far more civilians than the
soldiers or officials targeted.
The U.N. said a record 2,118 civilians

died from violence last year, up from
1,523 the previous year.

Its report blamed insurgent attacks
for 55 percent of the deaths. It said
U.S., NATO and Afghan government
forces accounted for 39 percent of those
killed. No responsibility was deter-
mined for the remaining 130 deaths.

•

op



28 www.oaklandpostonline.com February 18 „2009

()Mk SURVEY AT:
Lo http://www.oaklandpostonline.com

click on the BEST OF link on the right of
the homepage and fill out the survey!

BEST OF

1

WIN GREAT PRIZES INCLUDING:

A NINTENDO Wii! - (1) $25 Gift Card to Barnes & Noble!

- (3) $10 Gift Cards to Caribou Coffee!

- (10) Oakland Post T-shirts!

Deadline is Friday, February 20,2009
To be eligible, you must be an OU student and cannot be a staff member of The Oakland Post. You must provide

your name, phone number, and e-mail to be automatically entered in the drawing. One entry per person.


