
--
August 29, 1974

To

From

Subject

Members of the Academic Policy Committee
Membersof the University Senate Ste(!rinq Ccn:m.itb'~~

"t.'
George F. Feeman, Chairman l'
Academic Policy Committee r.~
Report on the activities of the Academic
POlicy Committee during the year 1973-74.

This is a summaryof the issues considered a,'d th(~
actions taken by the Academic Policy Committ.eeduring 19'13-74
As is evident froID.the listing, 'the APe had a very full ~Iear,.
its deliberations result.ing in several significant pieceB of
legislation.

The Committee consisted of sixteen members U;is
past year, eleven from the facult.y and administrat.ion ar,f~ f1v(;<
student.s. Included in the eleyen were representatives of the
fi ve Cammit.tees on Instruction from the College of Arts ,~nd
Sciences,. the Schools of Education, Engineering and Econcmlcs·"
Management, and the Library. This arrangement worked we:: y
well after we met a few times and grew aceustomed to the idea.
of sharing information. The Committee performed partict~> arly
well during the Winter Term.

The students were very aotive on the Committ,:e
during the first te~. Many,weeks went by in the second term
before a new group of £i'\"'ewas appointed. The new appoL~teef';
contributed a great deal during the few weeks they att.er~d,ed
meetings and, no doubt, will continue in th 1.s fashion du.'inq
the Fall Term 1974.

Tbe Committee met twenty-five (25) times from
October 24, 1973 through May 22, 19740 The. minimum atte:"danc~
was eight, the maximumsixteen, for an averaqe attendanc,,,': of
between t~·elve and thirteen -- not bad for n ::tlrgG com!:i" t,ee.

The following list of items is arranged in a ran~
dom order, since any other sequence, by chronology or by
significance, would be difficult to prepare", The diseus!.idon
on each issue is kept as brief as possible but with the E~int
at .issue made as clearly as possible.
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1.. Reviewof policies and practices of the Learninq
Skills Department.

This review set.s the stage for a full scale
review this Fall to be followed by a report to the
University Senate. In 1973-74 t.he APe Was primar:i..ly
concerned about the LS grading' pract.iees and courS(~
addit.ions. The review resulted in the following
aotions:

a. Approval of new courses LS 060, LS 061, and LS 076.

b. Disapproval of SIN grading for LS 100 and LS 101,
which will be graded numerically in 1974-75. A
comparat.ive report of the two types of qrading
will be prepared in Winter 1975. This action
was taken to correct certain abuses and to pro­
vide greater clarity in LS practices for the
students.

Cu Discontinuance of LS 200 and LS 210 after the
Fall Term 1974. Theae courses bad been schedilled
and tauqht without approval and went beyond th(!
legislat.i'1'A mandate of LB. LS will create oe'\4
courses for RRDand ACTION, but these courDes ~#ill
not be open to all students, as in the case of
LS 200-210. The English Department will devel()p
technical writing .courses which assume profici'~ncy
in basie skills. Jurisdictional problems betw~~n
18 and EngliSh were resolved on the basis of
whether or not proficiency in basic skills can be
assumed 0 Future course proposals of LS will b~
.reviewed by the English Department.1 58 well aa t.he ;\pc~

d. Pirm establishment of the APCas the CollllDittee OD

Instruction of LS to review new course proposals,
grading practices, class schedules, and catalog copy.

2. Rev'iewof SIN graded courses in all units of the Uf3ive:udty ...

This review caued a reduction in the number 0f SIN
qraded courses by approximately 50 percent making it un,·,
Xllt'tcessary for the APe to consider legislation limiting' ;'be
number of such courses. Proper direction and adherence
to existing legislation will produce any desirable coot}!'::>l!L
For example, there is no need to limit the number ~f S
qJ:'ades a stud.ent may accumulate toward graduation,\' as i~.•
done in ma.ny schools •. since theJ:'e are no abuses of this
sort.;> All CtUIe-1S can be easily just.ified. WarnL)·gs
about effects (~nthe GPAand t~henegative views ot grae'
uate schools prov·i.de added control wit.hout legr..sla'i:io.n.
In 1974~75 tl'le number of SlN gr:ades fx:om S/'}~9)\':'ad.r~1 C'ot';J~sel!l
shOll.! d not e);;;ce.ed6 o;c "l percea.'1It. of. t he total"
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3. Review of the Community Services Program.

This review resulted in a change of grading in
CS 201 and CS 202 from SIN to numerical grading.
The credits in these courses will be reduced fro:n
8 each to 4 or 6 each, in order to provide greabi:r
flexibility of agency plaoement and stronger cou,rses.
In accordance with Senate legiSlation, 4 credits will
mean2 hours per week in class and 6 hours witho,n
agency, while 6 credits will mean 2 hours per we,'·k in
class and 10-12 hours witb an agency .. As in tb~ case
of LS, the APCestablished itself firmly as the::om­
mittee on Instruction for CS.

40 Request ~.t all scbools provide up-to-date COUX';Je
lists to the Provost's Office and the Reqistrar aach
year. There was qenerai compliance with t.his re<fUest
by the end of the year. It is hoped that this w'.ll
become a regular praotice.

S.. Review of the Allport College Program•.

This review produced no chanqes. The AC pr:ulram
seems to be well run. Its major problems are ccmflictB
wit.h Arts and Sciences departments eucb as Socio'i.o9Y·~
Anthropology and Psycholoqy, which have to be redolved
one at. a time ..

6.. Review of the N~Charter ColleqeProgram.

This review established the role of APC a.s
Committ.ee on Instruct.ion for approval of courses
scbedules, catalog copy, and grading practices .. In
ttae latter case a continua'tion of the dual gradj,;\9
system was approved .. (See my report to the Stee):ing
Committee dated January 3, ),974). This will prohably
be so indefinitely since there is no interest on the
part of APe at this time to change that practi.ce,
The basis for approval lies in the experimental'!atu£!l
of Nee offer1nga.

1.. Consideration of policy on "normal course loads" II

It was discpvered that no legiSlation eXiS\;H on
this matter, policy has simply evolved. Exper1ro~mtal
rules were set up for the S\umner Session 1974 w!1-.h
8-9 credits regarded as normal, 10-13 credits pe::­
missible without petition but ill-advised, and more
than 13 credits requiring approval .. Mr. Ruggles will
report to the APe in the Fallon an analysis of ':his
problem. It is likely that legislation will be:orth<o
coming in the Fall.
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80 Recommended legislation on the non-numeric grades
to complete our study of the grading system. l\.
preliminary report was distributed to selected
1:aculty,administrators, and students in May1974.
On the ba.is of responses to this report, a modified
proposal has been prepared and distributed to mem­
bers of the APCand others for consideration in
early September .. It is likely that leqislation. will
be proposed in time for the first Senate meeting in
the Fall.

9. Grade oonversion scheme.

This issue was finally resolved through Senate
legislation on December 6, 1974. The following
scheme was approved for external use and has been
announced 1:0 the community:

306 - 4.0 A
3.0 - 3.5 B
2.0 - 2.9 C
1..0 - 1,,9 D

10.

11.

New Definit.ion of a oredit and establ.ishment of a
new schedule matrix.

nis lengthy pieoe of legislation was approved h:j'
the Senate on January 31, 1974.. For details we refet'
you to tho.e minutes. Basically one credit was de­
fined to be equivalent to 3 hours of work per week in'"
cluding 50 Dlinutes of scheduled olass time, and the
standard Oakland course was defined to be one fer .•
credits and 200 minutes of scheduled clas$ time" The
new schedule matrix is beinq used for the first time
this Fall and appears in the Fall Schedule" So fax'
tbere have·-beeD.-r.elatively few problems with it and
el]l.rol~ents dO not seem 'to -haye been affected a.cvers~:!!.y
by it.~..- ... '-' .

New definition of the 'GPA~

For consistency the GPAwas defined to be ~t two­
decimal place number, such as 3.50 or 2073, unlike
grades, which are one-decimal place numbers. 1.1l<'lgis­
latton on this matter was approved on April 17g 1974
with instructions that all cataloq stat.ements wt.ich
use the GPA be brought int.o uniformity.

12. "H"assj.qnme,nt

The Registrar' will assign a "w" if a student. with­
draws officia.lly from a course during the refund
period a.nda "W"in all courses if a student \olii:b­
':xavvsofficially from the university at anytime,
The Committ.ee on Academic Standin.g and. Honors iWilS
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"W" assignment (continued)

instructed to study appropriate changes in dismissal
and probationary policies and report to the Sena-te
during the year 1974-75. Legislation on this issue
was approved by the Senate on April 17, 1974.

13. A new B. S. in NurSing program, studied by the .AYe,
was authorized by the Senate on April 23, 1974a
It will qo into effect in Fall 1974.

14. A preliminary study on the nature of concentraticlns
was made by the APC with a report to the Steer in Sf

Committee of the Senate on January 3, 1974. This
report was in the form of a taxonomy with no recom­
mended legislation. Further discussion on this
issue will be held in 1974-75 sinceclarificatiox.
is necessaryo It is likely that legislation will be
forthcoming sometime during the year",

15. The APe reviewed numerous petitions for grade Ch6\nges
and independent concentrations. This was done lEirqely
by the Chairman.

16. Procedural changes with respect to the "I" grade,
proposed by the APC, were approved by the Provost
and the Steering Committee of the Senate on JanU;5try
22, 1974. Petitions for extension will be submH:ted
to the Dean of the College or School or to t.heVice
Provost" whoever is the chief academic officer of the
unit.

17. Through a, subcommittee chaired by Louise Bugg of the
Library, extensive consideration was given to pa:r·ti­
cipation in the Servicemen's Opportunity College
In the end it was decided that such participatio:c would
not be meaningful to Oakland UniversitYIt and no cotion
was recommended. A report on this issue was submitted
to Provost Obear on May 10, 1974. He concurred .in the
decision"

18. The APC reviewed the proposed University Calenda'c for
1975-76 prior to its acceptance by the Sen.ate on April
17, 1974" The APe report was submitted to the S':.eerin1
Committee of the S,,,.nateon March 28" 1974" In t7'e
future all proposed University calendars will be re­
viewed by the APe"
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19. The APC reviewed in detail a proposed extension of
Senate leqislation of April 12, 1973, which per­
mitted veterans 4 hours of undesignated free elective
credit. The proposed extension would have provided
this courtesy to veterans of" ot'her t.han the U as ..
Armed Forces. The APC decided that such an extension
was not warranted, and recommended no action in this
issue. This decision was reported to Provost Obear
on March 14, 1974.

20.. The APC reviewed a request for -approval of ROTC
courses from another institution. After thorough
study, no action was recommen4ed. The APC reaffirmed
approval of the individual petition route which speci­
fies that content must be comparable to existing
courses at Oakland University and all transfers must
be approved by the head of the appropriate unit.

21., Review and certification. of new programs in Classica\
CiVilization and the Bi.ological Sciences ..

22.. Various APC members participated on subcommittees to
study the Matthews proposals" The entire APC will
sit on the University Commission to be formed this Fallo

23. Review of legislation on accelerated programs including
CLEP credit, as approved by the Senate on April 12,
1972. It was discovered that no administrative struc­
ture had been set up for the legislation to be enforcedo
This was reported to Provost Obear on April 19, 19740
In a memorandum dated April 30, 1974, he designated
Vice Provost Matthews as the administrator of accel­
erated programs.

8/74


