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 April 11, 2011 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing in support of the Department of Psychology Proposal for an M.S. and Ph.D. 
Program in Psychology.  This proposal, from a department that has begun to seriously 
strengthen graduate level research expertise, is timely and well developed.  As academic 
units evolve they frequently develop expertise in particular areas and to capitalize upon 
such collections of individuals pays dividends for the institution, both faculty and 
students, as well as society at large.  The proposal from the Department of Psychology is 
an example of seizing such an opportunity. 
 
The newer faculty in the Department of Psychology are working hard to be active, 
productive scholars who are indicative of the evolution and maturation of Oakland 
University.  Development of these graduate programs will enhance their productivity, it 
will provide stimulation and vitality, and it provide well trained scientists for the future. 
 
Finally, from the procedural standpoint, the proposal presented is well considered and 
realistic.  Resource needs are reasonable while performance metrics are sensible and 
achievable.  It proposes things it is likely to be able to deliver.  This program will make 
Oakland University stronger and continue our upward trajectory as an academic 
institution of distinction. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Arthur W. Bull, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair 
abull@oakland.edu 
248-370-2347 
 









 
 
Todd Shackelford 
Dept Psychology 
Oakland University 
Rochester, MI 48309 
      October 18, 2011 
Dear Todd, 
 
 I am writing in support of your proposed MS/PhD program in Psychology. I believe this 
program will enhance the biomedical research opportunities at Oakland University. 
 
 Over the last few years, I have watched as the Department of Psychology has become 
more active in biomedical research. Two faculty in your department—Keith Williams and 
Lakshmi Raman—are members of the Center for Biomedical Research. Raman currently has 
funding from the National Institutes of Health, and Williams recently had an NIH grant. Michele 
Parkhill Purdie has an active research program that certainly has the potential for NIH funding. 
Other researchers, such as Andrea Kozak, approach psychology from a clinical perspective. 
Many other researchers in your department-including yourself and your two new faculty 
members this fall-- study topics that have biomedical implications. My understanding is that the 
Department of Psychology is planning on hiring a new faculty member whose research 
interests overlap with research projects at Beaumont Health System, the clinical partner for our 
new medical school. Having a graduate program in Psychology would support the research of 
these biomedically-oriented faculty. One of the goals of the CBR is to enhance graduate 
education in the biomedical sciences, and I believe that a graduate program in Psychology 
would be an important step in that direction. 
 
 I am particularly pleased that one of the two areas of emphasis in the proposed MS/PhD 
program would be a Biological and Basic Processes Concentration. I think that this 
concentration would open many possibilities for interaction with the Department of Biological 
Sciences and with the School of Health Sciences (for example, I know that Williams and Sumi 
Dinda in the SHS have submitted a joint NIH proposal recently). I believe that this program 
would also broaden the opportunities for students in the OU-William Beaumont School of 
Medicine to do their capstone research projects in psychological research. 
 
 The Department of Psychology has been a leader in undergraduate research at OU for 
many years. I am confident that with this new graduate program the department will likewise 
become a leader in graduate research. I fully endorse your proposed MS/PhD program. 
 
      Sincerely, 

       
      Brad Roth 
      Director, Center for Biomedical Research 


