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HOTES ON MEADOW BHOOK

The first week of the Meadow Brook concerta provided ceveral
pleasant surprises for Lhe listener.

To starc with., Sizten Bhrling and the Detrolt Symphony
Orchestra tock 1t upon chemselves to put a Beachuven symphud
the copening night program. On several ccvasious fhave had the
mlschance €o hear Ehriing attenpt to do Beselhoven. t always secens
o be an agon! zlng cxp»r'uuuﬂmﬁfcr Bheiing as well as the audlience,
My most vivid memory of this fate was last summer when the Detreit
Orchestra did a reading of Beethoven's Thizxd {ck@ YExol u’}»
Aithough the gecond movement .8 ugppww 3d to deplec a funeral
dirge, the entive symphuny scunded that way. With this mewoxy
8till fresh in my mind, I looked to the ovpening ui gﬂu with a ilittle
more than fear--possibly horror. Iooking back on 1t now, the
cpening night performace is a pleasant memuIy o Ehrling and the
Orchestira did mn excellient job of lnter p;ﬁu'u% chie fine points of
the generally light, lycic bfxuh {(*Pastorale*) Symphony. Bhriiag's
usual faultk with Beethoven—-a heavy-handed, strict, and unyielding
style—-were only present in che second movemenbt. Other Chan this
mincr flaw, the Pesthuven was excellent. T especialily 11ked the
extra falir of the piccole, pievcing its @ay through the eutire
orchestre in the {fourth movemsnt.

The second plo&saau mu&pszb also ceccurred during the firet
coucert. The g&@&v artist for the uwvad & weel was Misha Dichter.
Although he is not well kucwn,., hlis appearancs heie lagt week
indicated he will be soon. As a fitting finale tou the f;yat
concert, Dichter and cthe Detreit S mphony ﬂuéfocde R C i
‘Rhapsody oa & Theme of Paganinl.® This nmmbu Le
of the Romantic variety, with its use of the La;gu
brass and percussion, and grandicge tome predominaie.
displayed e kncwledge of ezactlug tschnigue in the more ¢if
passages, while alsc ghowing a sensitvive gide in vhe hubib@ﬂ&hg
contracsting passages. The overalil effect was powerful, grand,
almost ¢vexr pu’ﬂ&Bngg and Dichter's efforts were well-vewarded w.th
a stand'ng cvation and numercus curtdn calls.

On Saturday wnight, Fhrling decided o show oIf the lmprovewmsnts
in his orchesira. Frist be surprised everyoue with Schuman®s
wpmerican FPestival Overiture.' This piece 1is W¢queﬂ predominatiey
for strings. The Detroit Symphony has been novorious for its weak,
sioppy strings. Well, 1t was shown Saturday wh&b there are S0Me
guts in the siring sechon--a deflinite lmprovement. They played with
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NOTES ON MEADCW BHOOCK

The first week of the Meadow Brock conceris provided several
pleasant surprises for the listensr.

Te start with, Sizten Ehrling snd the Detrolt Symphony
Orchestra took 1¢ upon themselves te put & Beechoven symphuny on
the upening night program. On several cccasions Thave had the
mischance ©o hear EBhrling atteapt to do Beethuven. IU alwaye scens
to be an agonlizing experience-~for Ehrilug as well as the audlieuce.
My most vivid memory of this fate was lasl summer when the Detrole
Orchestra did a reading ¢f Beethuven'®s Third (the fEroica’)e.
Although the sgecond movement L& suppoused Lo deplct a foneral
dirge, the entive symphuny scunded that way. With Chis memory
still fresh in my wmind, I looked vo ths upening night with a litile
more than fear--pussibly horrer. Looking back on it now, the
vpening night performace is a pleasant WERUIY. Ehrling and the
Orchestra did en excellent job of iluterpreting the fiue points of
the generally light, iyric 8ixth (‘Pasvorale’) Symphony. Ehrling's
aeual fanlth with Beethoven—-a heavy-handed, strict, and unylelding
style—~were only present in the second movement. Other thau this
miner flaw, the Beethoven was eicellent. I especially ilked the
extra falir of the piccolo, piercing its way through the eutire
orchestra in the fourth uwovement.

The second pleasant surprige also veourred during the first
concert., The guest artist for the opening week wag Misha Dichter.
Although he is not well kaown., his appearance here last week
indicated he will be socn. A8 a Fitting fiunale Tov the first
concerc, Dichter end thse Detruit 5 mphuny perfoimed Rachmaninelf’s
‘Rhapscdy oin a Theme of Pagaunini.® Thiz numbsr is dgefinltely
of the Rumantic variety, with its use of the large archegtra, loud
brass and percussion, and grandlose tume predimihaic. D chier
displayed a knowledge of exacting technique iu the more difficult
passages, while also showing a zengivive side in the intexrvening
contrasting passages. The overall effact was powerful, grand,
almost cverpuweriug, and Dichter's efforis were welle-reuarded with
a standlng ovation and nuw ) curtsin calls.

On Saturday nlight, Ehrliing decided teo show off the improvenents
in his orchestra. Frist he surprised everycne with Schuman's
wpmearican Festival Overture.' ‘This piece is writlen predominatley
for strings. The Detroit Symphony has bsen notoricus for its weak,
sloppy strings. Well, 1t was shown Saturdey vhat thers are some
guits in the string scobon--a defliniie ILprovemwent. They played with
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presision and confldence instesd of the usual muddy and Tiwle
sound that was often the case,

Secondly, in the Mousscrgsky piece, 'Pictures at an BExhibition,®
the Detrolt brass was put on dlsplay. Although there has uever
been any problem hearing the brass secsion, their abillty to ‘
play the more difficult passages that avige in the repelolre used
t¢ be nile A lot has happened since last summer. The Delrolit
Orchestra acguired a new trumpeter from the Chicago Symphony, and
he is now the leasder of the brass here. This new feature was
definitely in evidence with the performace ¢f the Moussoergeky.

The difficult trumpet parts were played well, the brass chols
passages contained a new depth of sound, and were much more refined.

The ualy real dissppolntment c¢f the first week was the
Beethoven °*Pisnc Conceric No, 1, with Misha Dichiter as seloist.
Although the plece was well-pluyed from a techuical staudpoint,
the musical expression was somewhat lacking. It seem as tThough
Dichter's youth showed in this number. He looked nervous, and hic
playing was shallow snd heslitant. Perhaps 16 was just a bad night
but I tend tov believe that the romantic numbers, such as the
RElshmanineff of the previcus nlighi, are easier Longsier then tThe
Iy ris Bethoven.

~—Speicer Lep ley

STUDEET LIFE COMMISSIOW

Slowly the results of the Commisslon on Student ILife's
hearings are belng distributed to students. IFf a bedy, suck as
the Commission, is te be judged by the guality of its work, I must
gay that I am disenchanted with that pawrt of the Commigsion which formed
thelfommittee on Student Parcicipation in Declsior Making and Pund
Allocetlion. The rveccmmendatlion submitied te¢ the Chancellor for
approval and distributed to studante feor the first time in middie
June, makes seversl prepoelitions of guestionable merit,
Basically the Committee recommends the following:

&) A Gontrol Board, having slightly more influence than
the House of lLords, with the sole power of rejecting a proposed
activities budget three times before being overruled by the
Allecetions Committee. 'The Control B.ard 18 %o be composed of twe
membere of Dorm Councile-including the chairman--and twe from
Commuter Council, the chalrman of the Allecaticns Committee and iwo
students elected at large.

_ b) the Allocations Cemmitiee, composed of sne Derm

student, ovne Commuter student snd three students elected at large, has
the responsibility of formulating and presenting to the Contrel Board
for appreval a student activities dudget. Once rejected by the Control
Board, the Allocations Commitiee could override the veto siuply
by repassing the same budget two times. | »

©) the third commlttee of the proposed structure 18 the
University Aciivities Planning Commitiee, whih plans snd coordinates
campus activitles., Thias commitiee ig to bhe capesed of two Dorm

gtudents, two Computer gtudents, one Inter«Club Council Tepregentative
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and two studenis elected at large. _ e St
= 1ng§£§2§2ﬁa are tc be held simultansously e maipﬁaindintezemhnbu?
in the event wvacapncies remain after ele@ti@nﬂ,a &gmpli:§§$4nns It
procedure hag been esgtablished to f111 thahr??ain‘u%/ig ;é;;nr;pa
is concelvable that a pevriod of weeks may elapse defcre vacansle
would be filled and committees could function nergal}yo . 5
By first cblectlion tc the structure cutlined in tge repgg. in
that the Contrel Beard is to inslude the Ereaiﬂenﬁabof peim ag
Fommuter Councils, While it 18 cextdnly true that thu§a :gunwil
heada are aiready coverwecrked and should be spared frusbf?ulng
responsibllifiea ona powerless board, 1 feel there’is {BT,%
wofe compelling arguement agaiunast this sectlon of the report. o
Oakland activigts have long been concerned with the student
apathy teward cappus affirs. Concelvably, this apathy could bg .
lessensd by maximizing the spportunities f@rtatudenta to paftigipa»e
in student government, This cannct be done if, as the COmm$tﬁee__
recoumends, we contintue the present policy of heaping appeintment
¢n the same persons. In reality. the Centrel Beoard pregents an .
opportunity for new students to become ‘nvelved in student government
and hsould not be regarded as an arens veserved for the heands and
enbers of other oups .,
ot While the gﬁuvg is a factor weakening the effect of the repowt
U feel theve 18 a more serious cirticism which may be leveled at the
proposed structure. On each of the thres commlttees wich together
compese the Student Activitiles BHoard, the repert calls for a guaranteed
number ¢f seats of r Dorm and Commuiter students, I can see no justie
fication for the hypothesis that each group of students, regardless
of their pelitical power. should be representod. 1if Dorm or Commuter
students camnnot elect thelr favorites to cffice, perhaps the defeat
would be a valuable lesson which could result in mere vigorous
interest 1n the Activitles Roard. Furthermere, the report itselef
envisions th e eventuel formation of campug politicsl parties to spomscr
candidates for these offices and then provides that the seats should
be apporticned, some to Dorm students 2nd some to Commuter studentsa.
It appears that the Coumittee is esiablishing.an ideal of vigewous
lnterest in the Activities Board and then establishes a system wheh
encourages the traditionsl Oskland apathy.
It way my impressicn that the Commlfsion on Student Life was
formed to explore solutions tec the problems which have plagusd
Oakland Btudent government. In contrast to this ideal, the
Committee on Student Participation in Decision~Making and Fund
Allocation has outlined =nd recommended for approval a structurs which
enshrines the forces which have been, at least in rart, responsible
fer the problems of student non~parvticipaticn. The Committee might
have been better advised to have ezplered new ideas which could bave
included more students in activities planning.

=+Ron Kladder
THOUGHTS OH MEADOW BROOK
Summer i8 upen us and ao 18 Mesdow Brook. The LRCewgarene

0.U, campus has beccome a home for 400 music studneta, uny one of whom
is capable of waking encugh noiga all by himself to disturb the
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entire plage. Many of thew play tennlie and, since there are only
four coudrtrs, things sometlmes get a bt tight behlnd the IM building.
The Gold Room is reserved all week, and Robert Shaw has a free office
ir the 0C. Some ¢f the mere cobnixious music students insist on
humpling along with the Detrolt Syamphony during s concert, and naturally
2ll cof them feel qualified Yo argue the merits of ezoh workesususlly
in the niddle of the next one. A% least one professor has becn asked
to leave his calsarcom by e Headow Brook instructor. Various giudnet
groups have been forred to throw practicing studnets cut of their
offices. All of thie 1is not to menition the primary problem,
nemely the Meadow Brook students who inaist on practicing in Anibal
from Bam to Tipm. And a2bove our campus, from the flagpele, files the
blue and white Meadow Brook flag. V
Some ¢f these probleme undoubtedly arise from simpis mise
understandings of the situation at 0.U. Such problems are quickly and
easlly solved, A few of the others, like the God Room and tennis
courts, might arise during the course of the semester anyway if there
were more students here., And in every group there are a few
obnixious people; the instrucior mentionesd ebove, and her humming
charges, show that the Meadow Brook Schoel of Music is no exception,
Many of the difficulties, however, Scem to Biom frome lsek of “
communication bstwesn the 0.0, sdministration and thoe hléV?éohy of
the muslic school., %his lack of communicailon is pointed ﬁw B tﬁg
fact that the administration felt it neceasgary to send a mimvyté the
Meadew Brock atudents and faculty informing them that there %ara
real live university studnets om thin cempus, %00l Aniddl was not
intended as a practice area-=ihe Tooms were éo be used ﬂa'e+udigﬁdb
the music school faculty. HNumérous memo® to +his effesg we§ maet ’
out dbut the practicing wnt on. Slgns were ey hp in the d rg 8“?9
the Btudents to be & little more considerate-wand té eve grn T &
great surpreie, two days later the practiclog aéagyaﬁ ‘fgigae 8”
course, may algso be becauge ong day after the siagng ot .
Avplat: . lgna wext up Mr.
bpleton, Mr. Petermon, and Mr. Collins Dean of the music hog
went over to Anibal and perzcnally requga&sd thé ve"tiéeé ag —
%;aveo} The students themselves had nething to dg-ﬁgth“thz N
Th?g gg?; 23 fa; as ?henhlgnﬁ?wupg are concerned, long may it wave.
g9 us to the point of this article~=who 38 res onsibl
the lack of comwunication which causes many:grnblém@? o o
Certainly not the studente themselvrea wﬁh n
Asalistant B : X Ll on Wilber Kent,
- lasteggagf the 2c€§nlrmf Performing Arte, makes a SpeoChe=ap
. _ w8 DOW @ 'artistic tempersment? of th -
students and thelr genersl super t $ o
falese impression iagéreated ig,tigréigdgvgﬁ ;ﬁg ggné ﬁfudenta, )
and do, galisve what they heazr, B | ucent8.  They can,
The Meadoew Brook administradsion? & : .
vfg?tiva% time rolls around, ﬁhesza;zggge égnﬁﬁfgeizgigéayggéerAa
ihcreasing pressure and often tend to do what &een
the time, only to find later that thel Bemporare feiisozent at
creatéd lasting puoblems, As an exqg“i Qeigorary declsions have
whather the music a@hggz‘aﬁmxnjg¢rggﬁp @, baere is some doubt
their studio doors \pibal.  T¢ trood told 1ts faculty to lock
ththe bes;imxf}.n(afrn?wig*u}l??iO orig Dese doors had been locked from
g, vudents would have been mble to pracetice th
i Th@;g A8 only one group left--the university admiﬁié%ratiggfo
- communication erxors cannot be blamed 8quarely on them, but 1éf
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ug lock &t sBome examples, Firet, few students are aware that the _
Meadow Brock program is absclutely necessary for the suumer operatiocn
of the university--as are Upward Bound and the NDEA Fremch Tnstituts.
Without the msdditional monies brought in by these programs, Ozkland
could not stay open for the Spyring semester. ©Second, the basis for
many declsiong--who lives where, who sails where, what flags fly from
the flag pole, eto.-~a8re seidom communicated to the studente.
Perhaps this should be the Job of Dorm Counocil, but In fact they are
often ignorant of the facts too., Iastly, an adeguate Job of
preparing the incoming Meadow Brook students for 1life at Oakland
University obviously has net bheen done. These pecple must be inforumed
that there are rebular students on this campus, students who wust
sleep and study. This should preciude any nocturnal song-fesis

or aarly worning concerts, It weuld alsc go far to eliminste ihe
attitude of 'ownership' prevalent among the music school students.
In shert, it ia unfair t¢ blame woany for the mistakes of a fowe
eapecially when the few are 0.U, adminletrators.

e Mike Vitale

Qur recently adopted critic sent us two letters this week, Hie
second ia as fellows:

A wonderful thing heppened at the Pavilion Wednesday night.
The Meadow Brook Orchestre, under the direction of Jamss Ievine,
presented their first concert of the seascn,

One almost alwaye 18 hesitatnt about such orchestras as
Meadow Brook's. The players are young and gnerally not used to the
difficult musci and limited time for preparation. Ancther reascn is
that the perfermers come from varied musical backgrounds and have thair
own ideas about how the music should be played. It takee scmecne
with a clear, tranemiesible knowledge of music and an enormous
amount of leadership to meld all of the players into a chherent
group. James Levine ascowplished this feat last night.

The Orchestra had to overcome meny of the herdships that
plague cpening nighte~-=from collapsing instiruments to disintegrating
music racks., It was gratifying to see how well the musiciansg coped
with those winor catastrophes, Anyway, the program itself was
lmpressive. After the opening plece, Overiure to ‘Phe Bartered
Bride, ' +the maln part of the first half of the concert was
presented-«~Bartok'B Concerte for Orchestra. This wide open 20th
century work displays wach of thoe instruments of the orchestrs in
some kind of s0lo part. Although & few of these open passages wers
& little ragged, the cverall effect was cne of freshness and vitality.
The reading as & whele wag ercepticnally well done. :
) Because of the gifficulty of Braims Symphony No. 1 in
¢ Mlnor--hoth musically and intsrpretively-~T did not expect this
nearly perfect performance, one of the most ezciting and beautiful T
- have gver heard. Mr. Levine had couplete command of hig group -

28 he helped to breathe life inmto one of the mere difffeult symphonics
ever written. The total effect was studiing and the Orchestrs w
received & well~deserved standing cvation for their Wwork, A gpecial
note of praise must g¢ to the concerimaster for his superb effmrtm
during }?e ielo passages in the second movement,

. this is only the beginnin wonder
Wedngaday night this summar et the SZVilﬁmnuful ittt
axre here.

1 happen
Meadow Brook, glad you

sz 1) SN @ Leple v




