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REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL EDUCATION

I. Introduction

On June 3, 1982 the University Senate legislated a 36-credit hour
nlnimum general education requirement for all undergraduates of Oakland
University. To inplement this legislation, in November L982 the Senate
established the Conmittee on General Education as a Senate standing
committee and charged it with the initial task of drawing up a

University-wlde general education requirement. The Committee was also
charged to "define areas via groups of courses, set distributional
requirements over these areas and approve and maintain pools of courses
that may be used to satisfy the requirements." The Committee has
completed its first ltem of business and has identified elght field
categories which would comprise the general education requirement. In
addition it has drafted catalog descriptions of the field categories'
developed guidelines for the inclusion of courses in each field and made

several recommendations for the inplenentation of the University-wide
. program of general education.

II. Conmittee's APProach

The Cornmittee on General Education held its first meeting in January
1983. With a few exceptions, to permit members to carry out specific
assignments or draft reports, the Commi.ttee met weekly through the
Spring semester and resumed that schedule in Septernber. The six members

of the Comrnittee attended every rueeting during that period.

Committee members began their task by discussing at length their
respective vi.ews on the goals, components and value of particular
schemes of a University-wide program of General Education. Probing one
anotherrs convicEions, challenging and defending particular proposals on
broad organizational matters, the members arrived at a measure of
agreement. from which to proceed. The Comrnittee then researched the
General Education component of twenty-five universities of similar size
and structure to Oakland, including all state-supported institutions in
Michigan. That investigation demonstrated that a significant najority
of those reviewed had a University-wide General Education requirement,
that General Education occupied an approximate average of 3O% of their
curricular space, and that the Oakland Senatets mandate of a

University-wide General Education program of 36 credits was consistent
with comparable institutions in Michigan and nati-onwide. Conmittee
members also consulted the available literature on General Education and
became ful1y conversant with the current General Education requirements
of Oakland's College and Professional Schools. The Chairman also
attended an AAC conference on general education in Baltimore in April
1983.

The initial phase of the Committee's work made clear the wide diversity
in both content and credit requirements among the various units of the
University and the distance which existed between Oakland and other
institutions concerning the commitment to widely-aceepted views on



education. A nunber of the General Education programs extant at other
universities were consistent with the Connittee membersr broad agreement
on phllosophy and content. However, given the Senate constraints of a

36-credit maximum program in a 4-credlt per course system, none I^lere

appropriate to Oakland. Ihose institutlons which had 36-credit programs
required a minlmum of twelve courses distributed in variously conbined
fields or disciplines. The nine courses provlded for the General
Education component at Oakland placed the Conmittee under a unique
restraint. Our credit system and the inelusion of rhe ldriting
competency requirement in General Education required hard decisions of
field selectlon and organization.

After the Comrnittee agreed on a preliminary proposal, members visited
all department chairs in the College and met as a group with the Provost
and wi-th each Dean in the University. As a result of these sessions,
the proposal was revised and put in final form, wlth field descriptions
for the inclusion of speclfic courses by field. Committee members then
net with Deans and Chairs to acquaint them with the General Education
proposal to be subrnitted to the Senate.

III. Recommendations

The Corunlttee on General Education recornmends to the University Senate
the followlng legislation:

A. That al1 students must complete 32 credits in general education; of
these, at least one course must be taken ln each of elght fleld
categories.

B. That the field categories be specified as:

l. Arts

2. Literature

3. Language

4. Western Civilization

5. International Studies

6. Social Science

7. Mathenatics, Logic and Computer Science

8. Natural Science and Technology

C. Ihat each field category contain a limited number of courses, to be
approved by the University Committee on General Educatlon.
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D.

A.

ThaE the 32-credits of General Education be considered a minimum
credit requlrement which academic units may increase for their own
students.

Commentary

The General Education Committee's proposal takes into account that
students now can satisfy the University writing proficiency
requirement by a) courpleting RHT 101 with a grade of 2.0 or better;
or b) transferri-ng two college-level English composition courses (ar
least 6 credits); or c) petitioning the Proficiency Committee of the
Department of Rhetoric, Communications and Journalisn with samples
of proficient wrltlng; or d) demonstrating superior writing ski11s
in a student-initiated proficieney examination administered by the
Department of Rhetoric, Communications and Journalism (Undergraduate
Catalog 1983-1984 , p. 23) .

The Comittee thus is recommending the continuance of the current
Senate policy which separates the writing proficiency requirement
from a General Education component based on credits. In accord wlth
the Senaters charge to the Committee, however, completion of RHT 101
should be construed as part of the mandated 36-credit program.

The Co 'nittee proposes the following introductory statement on
General Educatlon for publication in the Undergraduate Catalog:

The General Education Program is designed to provide a comnon
and coherent educational experience for all Oakland University
undergraduates. It is based on the belief that educated persons
should possess not only knowledge in a particular field of
specialization but also an understanding of the world around
them, an appreciation of the legaey of the past and some vision
of the future. Exposure to a variety of disciplines will enable
students to acquire a breadth of knowledge, to develop
analytical skills and to examine fundamental questions of human
experi-ence.

C. The Conmittee proposes the following catalog descriptions of the
field categories:

General Education Field Categories:

1. Arts

Courses in the arts category are designed to provide an
understanding of how people express through the arts their
experience of the world. The arts are the visual and audi-tory
material of culture. Courses in this field will help students
approach, understand and appreciate the aesthetic dimensions of
human experience.

B.
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2. Literature

The study of literature enables the student to move beyond
lndlvidual experlence by partlclpating in the intellectual,
emotlonal and spiritual experiences of others. The study of the
ways literary works fuse form and content cultivates sensitivity
to language and enhances awareness of our hunanity.

3. Language

Language both reflects and shapes human culture. The systematic
study of a foreign language or of language systems will help
students become aware that people think, behave and perceive
reality in ways related to the languages they speak.

4. Western Civilization

Courses ln this category examine signlficant politi,cal, social,
economic and intellectual developroents of llestern cultures from
an historical perspective. Students will develop skills of
critical inquiry into historical events and will investigate the
foundations of Western thought.

5. International Studies

The examination of a culture other than their own will help
students understand and value Ehe traditions and experiences of
other peoples. It will also provide then with fresh
perspectives on their own assumptions and traditions.

6. Social Science

Courses in this category will introduce students to major
concepts in a field of social science and to its nethods of
scientific inquiry. The social sciences examine the influences
of social and cultural factors on individual or group behavior
and values.

7. Mathematics, Logic and Computer Science

Courses in this category examine systematic ways of approaching,
processing and analyzing data and ideas frono different
disciplines. While divergent in approach, these courses will
help the student become more familiar with means of
quantification and synbolic systems.
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8. Natural Science and TechnologY

Courses in thls category will introduce students to major
concepts in a field of natural science or modern technology and
to the methods of scientiflc inqulry. Students will also galn
understanding of the impact and impllcations of natural science
and technology ln the modern wor1d.

IV. Implementation

If the University Senate approves the legislation proposed in this
report early in the Winter term of 1984, the following set of timetables
and procedures will be followed:

A. Tinetable

1. University-wide general education requirements would pertain to
all FTIAC students entering Oakland in Fal1 1985.

2. Irnrnediately after Senate approval, the General Education
Comrnittee will send a set of guidelines for general education
courses to departments, programs, and schools. The units
submitting proposals for the inclusion of specifie courses
should indicate the category it deems appropriate for the course
and explaln how the content of the course promotes the
distinctive understandings of that category. Proposals for
courses to be included in the catalog of 1985-86 would be
subnitted to the Committee by Aprit 15, 1984.

3. The Conurittee on General Education will evaluate the course
proposals and announce its selection by August 15, 1984.

4. After the initial selection tras been completed, the General
Educatlon Committee will function as a curricul,rp semmi-ttee and
consider proposals from academic units for additions or
substitutions of General Education courses.

B. Transfer Credits

1. The Provostts office should provide communi.ty colleges with
information about the new requirements of General Education and
determine the t.imetable and manner of inplementation for
transfer students.

2. Ihe Committee believes that the policy for accepting courses in
transfer should be flexible; Oakland should accept a course as
satisfying a particular field category as long as it meets the
spirit of the catalog description of that particular category.
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3. A Ehree-credit course w1,11 satisfy a course requirement for a
given category. However, the total of 32 credits in General
Education must be met as well as the category requlrements.

C. Approval of Courses for General Education

1. General GuLdellnes

A11 courses designated as part of General Education should
provlde a breadth of coverage, an introducti-on to the
methodology of the discipline, and a writing component, where
posslble. In considering whether specific courses should be
deslgnated as satisfying a particular category, g5g f,6mrnittee on
General Educatlon will weigh the approprlateness of the course
as the only one an undergraduate might have in that particular
fteld.

2. Guldelines for Specifie Field Categories

Courses proposed for a given cateogry should attemPt to satisfy
as many of the guidelines as possible.

Courses should:

a. Arts

1) Center oo the criticism, theory or history of the arts
of architecture, dance, film, graphic arts' music,
painting, seulpture, or theatre.

2) Stress the value of works of art as vehicles of
knowledge and experience.

3) Show how careful thought and systematic analysis can add
to the enjoyment of the arts as well as to their
understanding.

b. Literature

1) Encourage students' response to literary art by
introduclng the processes of literary analysis.

2) Broaden through the study of literature studentsr
understanding of the human experience.

3) Provide students ltith a sense of the cultural,
historical and biographical contexts out of which a work
has grown.
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c. Language

1) Help sEudents understand language as an individualrs
cent.ral mode of expression.

2) Teach a second language in a way that illuminates
relationships between that language and iEs culture.

d. Western Civilization

1) Introduce students to a substantial and coherent body of
historical knowledge within Ialestern culture.

2) InEroduce students to the development of Western Ehought.

3) Introduce students to the nature of historical inquiry.

€o International Studies

1) Examine an important and distinctive foreign culture,
one different from the common experience of persons who
live in Europe and North America.

2) Provide students with an appreciation of customs,
Eraditions and values different from their orirn.

3) Develop in sEudents an understanding of how to approach
the study of another culture.

f. Social Science

1) Introduce the major themes, concepts and findings rhat
are central to that field.

2) Examine and evaluate Ehe rnajor methods of data
collection and analysis used to investigate
scientifically the central problems in that fie1d.

3) Introduce Ehe origin and breadrh of the field being
studied and give students some understanding of the
impact of the work in that field.

g. Mathematics, Logic and Computer Science

1) Provide students with some understanding of the concepts
and spirit of mathematics and with an appreciation of
its position as an important. part of hurnan culture.

2) rntroduce st.udents Eo the abstract.ion of formal theories
and demonstrate the power of such theories to clarify
Ehought.
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3) Glve students some understanding of the powers and
lirnltatlons of computers and of their impact upon our
world.

h. Natural ScLence and Technology

f) Introduce some major concePts of a field of natural
science and expose studenLs to the experimental nethods
of that field.

2) Illustrate relationships which exist among
experlmentation, nodels and theories.

3) Glve students some understanding of the impact of
natural science and technology on the wor1d.

2. On the basis of the above Guidelines' the Committee will approve
a lfunlted number of courses in each field category.

3. InitiaUy, some academLc units night wish to present for
Conmittee approval courses which they currenrly offer for
General Education. However, it is hoped that unlts wll1 review
their current offerings and explore the posslbility of
restructuring then or creating nerd courses which have a strong
General Education emphasis.

4. The Conmittee will accept courses at tl'Ie 300-1eve1, if such
courses satisfy the Cornmitteers guidelines.

5. Courses approved for General Education should be offered durlng
sprlng and sunmer terms as well as in the evening.

6. Students may count General Education courses toward their
majors; excluslon from the major of courses in the field
categories will be the responsibllity of the unit authorizing
the major.
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