
Introduction
In June 2023, OUWB students and faculty 
members embarked on a trip to the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps in 
Poland for the second time. Throughout the 
experience, students were exposed to 
remote learning modalities, including 
memoirs from Holocaust survivors and 
online modules, and on-site learning 
modalities such as visiting the local 
Holocaust Museum, giving an oral 
testimonial of their assigned memoir at 
historical locales in Poland, visiting 
Schindler's Factory, and touring the 
concentration camps with historians. This 
study aims to understand the role of mixed 
learning experiences on student knowledge 
of the events of and role of physicians in the 
Holocaust.

Aims and Objectives
● Compare and contrast learning 

modalities.

● Analyze the impact of interdisciplinary 
learning among students.

● Assess how historical events shape 
medical students' perceptions of 
physicians' roles during the Holocaust.

Conclusions
The varied learning methods employed on the 
trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau enriched medical 
students' engagement and comprehension of 
medicine's role during the Holocaust. In 
particular, touring the historical locales provided 
the greatest amount of knowledge for students 
with an average score of 8.83/10. Furthermore, 
anecdotes from students on the trip all pointed 
towards greater understanding after engaging 
with online assignments, visiting the Zekelman 
Holocaust Center, and listening to first-hand 
testimonials, illustrating that student 
experiences and testimonials underscore the 
ongoing need for historical instruction and place 
learning in medical education, highlighting its 
importance in nurturing competent, culturally 
aware, and ethical physicians.

Methods
An online survey with qualitative and quantitative components was sent to the students who attended the trip. The qualitative 
component of the survey assessed student knowledge of the Holocaust after exposure to the following learning modalities: 
pre-trip assigned memoirs and online modules on Moodle, the Zekelman Holocaust Center tour, experiences giving and 
listening to testimonials in Poland, and touring the historic locales including Auschwitz-Birkenau. The quantitative component 
of the survey asked students to score their depth of knowledge of the Holocaust on a scale of 1-10, with 1 being the least 
comfortable and 10 being the most comfortable, after exposure to each of the above learning experiences. 

Results 

Discussion
Challenges: Our study initially faced challenges 
with survey participation. To combat this 
challenge, multiple reminders were sent, 
resulting in an 80% response rate.

Limitations: Limitations of this study involve 
possible recall bias as this study was executed 
months after the trip. Future cohort studies can 
limit this risk by surveying participants shortly 
after returning. 

Future Directions: Further studies with future 
cohorts will aim to increase response rate and 
evaluate the impact of varying learning 
modalities on different cohorts. 
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Twelve students who went on the trip completed 
the survey. Visiting the historic sites in Poland 
resulted in the highest average self-reported 
Holocaust knowledge score (8.83), while reading 
the memoirs and completing the modules on 
Moodle yielded the lowest average self-reported 
Holocaust knowledge score (6.58). Notably, after 
visiting the historic sites, no student reported a 
knowledge score less than 7, whereas the 
testimonials were associated with the lowest 
reported knowledge, with scores going as low as 1. 
Furthermore, student reflections praised each of 
the learning modalities.


