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B®ard of Trustees introduces
bold new path t® growth
Di.awing from the Oakland
University StrateSc Plan
1995-2005, the OU Board of
Trustees Thursday approved
a hold initiative to establish
the university as a compre-
hensive leaner-centered, tech-
nologyi3nriched institution in
the years to come.

The initiative - caned
Creating the Future -will
focus on creating nine task
foi.ces comprised of communi-
ty leadei.s and opinion mak-
ers. The groups wh make
recol.nmendations on how best
to strengr, hen and improve
OU.

"This is the watershed

moment in Oakland
Ulrivei.sity 's storied 40-year
histoi.y," OU President Gary
D. Russi says. "Creating the
Future will position this great
institution as the standard
beai`ei. for involving the com-
munity in the vital pi.ocess of
educating tomori.ow9s leaders.
As we get set to enter a new
centul.y, we are poised on the
blink of exciting new initia-
tives that will elevate this uni-
versity to the next echelon of
educational leadership."

Oakland University

Boal.d of Ti.ustees Chair
Rex E. Schlaybaugh, Jr., says
Creating the Future's focus
on community partnerships
Sves OU a distinct advantage
as an institution of higher
lealing.

"The involvement of com-

munity leaders, both those
serving on the task forces and
those advising from outside
the university, will establish
Oakland as an indispensable
and I-esponsive resource," he
Says.

Creating the Future will be
based on the recommenda-
tions of the fonowing newly-
formed task forces:
• College of Arts and Sciences
• School of Business

Adnhistration
• School of Education and

Human Services
•  School of Engiveering aLil

Computer Science
•  School of Health Sciences
• School of Nursing
• Information Systems ,

Ijibrary and Learning
Resoun.ces

• Student Affairs and
Campus I.ife

• Market Positioning and
Visibhity
Each task force will consist

of a combination of commLmi-
ty leaders and university offi-
cials. And each task force will
present their recommenda-
tions to the Boai.d of Trustees
next spring. An event to cele-
brate the Creating the Future
initiative will be held in JLuneo
OU's trustees will then meet
to prioritize the recommenda-
tions into a fmal plan.

"I'm excited about Creating

the Future, because it will
enable us to fulfin our strate-
ric plan of met.chg the uni-
versity's strengths with the
needs of the colrmunity,"
Russi said.  "It's a foiward-
thinking plan that will focus
O akland University 's
resources on better pi.eparing
learners for the 2 lst-century
workplace and society."



Creating the Future Timetable
Recruit task force chairs ......... October 1997

Recruit task force members  ..... Oct.-Nov. 1997

Task force recommendation
development meetings ....... Jam.-June 1998

Task forces present recommendations
to the OU Board of Trustees ...... June 1998

Hold celebration event.  .  a  .......... June 1998

0U Board of Trustees
review recommendations .... Sept.-Dec. 1998

CREATING THH FUTURE

MISSION  STATEMENT

To fulfill the drecLm Of truly becowimg a

comprehensive learner-centered ,
teclunology-enriched university and to

best serve our studer.ts9 0c.kl,cund

University wil,I develop task forces

comprised Of outstanding lecLders to help

the urinjersity bwiid on the

Strategic Plan and vision for the future.

Strategic plan lmplementartion lndicart®rs
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