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Between here and there, being and becoming, and up and down, there are 
details. For Molly Brodak, details are the stuff one finds along the way and, if 
you let them, in the way. Brodak, who won the prestigious 2009 Iowa Poetry 
Prize with her collection, A Little Middle of the Night, is someone who gives 
details a good look and moves past them. She says she lets details work 
themselves out so she can stay focused on her vision.  

It occurred to me that many of the people in this issue have taken that same 
position when confronted with obstacles that distract from the overall purpose. 
Rebecca Smith, who spent 25 years in the banking industry and recently entered 
the job market again, finds herself moving on to new opportunities with an 
optimistic view to tomorrow and a steadfast refusal to cast a gloomy eye on  
the economy. 

Likewise, the not-so-small detail of trying a number of careers before finding 
his niche didn’t phase Omar George. After a short and not-very-profitable stint 
as a TV news reporter and an attempt at law that he described as “awful,” this 
32-year-old alum discovered what he really wanted — entrepreneurship. He 
built a multimillion-dollar business in just 24 months and found himself among 
Crain Detroit Business’ “Top 40 under 40” last year. 

And Edith Killins, as the director of Wayne County’s Department of Health 
and Human Services, faces down a mountain of devilish details every day but 
doesn’t let them distract from her mission. Killins’ raison d’etre is improving 
the quality of life for citizens in her county. She gets up every morning knowing 
that not always — but very, very often — her long work day results in just that. 

As the saying goes, the devil is in the details. However, as I’ve learned 
frequently in life and certainly read in these stories, that’s only if you’re looking 
for him. 

 

Lillian Lorenzi
Executive Editor

Behind the stories
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Letters

Welcome to OU Magazine’s Letters 
section. If you’ve read us in the 
past, you know we like to hear 
from our readers. Sometimes they 
comment on stories, sometimes 
they just drop us a line to share 
experiences they’ve had at OU. In 
this issue, we’re happy to share 
some fond memories of past OU 
instructors. Drop us a note. We’d 
like to hear from you, too.  
oumag@oakland.edu

—LL

Bridal Showers
Weddings
Anniversaries

Call us today at (248) 364-6220,  

and schedule your complimentary  

walk-through of the Hall and gardens.

You’re cordially invited ... 
        to the wedding of your dreams.

Fond memories
For the first time in many, many years, I had the occasion to be on OU’s campus in 
September 2009. It had been 40 years since I had walked those hallowed grounds as 
a young freshman. Clearly, much has changed since that time, but the walk brought 
back many vivid memories.

In writing to you, I wanted to mention two professors that especially stood out as 
inspirational during my four years of undergraduate study at OU from 1969-1973.  
They were:

Cornell Black — A young, enthusiastic and totally delightful French professor. I 
learned much from him my two semesters of French and remember well when 
his briefcase was stolen along with his notes for his dissertation. It was a most 
distressing time for him and yet he kept focused on his teaching, leading us through 
subjunctive mood as well as some French drinking songs. 

Jackie Wurtenberg — If it wasn’t for Jackie’s total commitment to making us into 
great teachers, I never would have survived the eight years of public school teaching. 
In my most challenging moments, I would always fall back to the methods and ideas 
she taught and gave us. I remember vividly the day she came into class reading 
chapters from The Phantom Tollbooth. I read that book to my classes for all of the 
years I taught and still have my rather worn copy!

I don’t know how long each of these professors taught at OU, but I feel strongly 
that each of them (and actually many others) deserve the honor and recognition of 
distinguished professor. Their commitment to their profession and their art were 
unequalled.

Alida Franco, CAS ‘73 
Denver, Colo.

Online or print? 
You decide.
If you would rather read  

OU Magazine online and not receive 
a printed copy in your mailbox, just 

let us know. Go to oakland.edu/
oumag/unsubscribe and fill out the 

outline form. We’ll remove your 
name from our printed mailing list 
and send an e-mail notification to 

the e-mail address you provide 
each time we release a new edition 

of the magazine.

This current issue, along with 
past issues, can be found at  

oakland.edu/oumag
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News

Oakland University forges  
partnerships with OCC and SC4

Oakland University has announced joint admission, concurrent 
enrollment programs with Oakland Community College (OCC) 
and St. Clair County Community College (SC4) to help provide 
seamless higher education options to area students. The 
partnerships, respectively called Oakland2Oakland, or O2O, 
and St.Clair2Oakland, or SC2O, were officially announced this 
past spring. 

The partnerships are the second and third of their kind in 
Michigan. The first partnership was between OU and Macomb 
Community College (Macomb2Oakland or M2O). 

These innovative endeavors offer:  

•	 joint admission through one free application available 
online at oakland.edu/o2o or oakland.edu/sc2o

•	 concurrent enrollment at the university and community 
college, allowing students to take courses at one or both 
institutions at the same time

•	 coordinated financial aid 

•	 expanded course selection

•	 coordinated advising and course planning

•	 timely completion of associate and bachelor’s degrees

•	 access to the on-campus resources of both institutions, 
including housing at OU

“A four-year degree is critical for students in today’s job 
market,” OU President Gary Russi says. “Given the dramatic 
changes we’ve seen to the state’s economic base — as well as 
the increasingly competitive nature of the global marketplace 
— I think it’s clear that a high-quality education is more 
indispensible now than it has ever been.” 

First-year and transfer students may begin applying to O2O  
for winter 2011 and to SC2O for fall 2010. l

Pre-college programs target  
minority students, girls
Oakland University’s Department of Pre-College Programs 
offered a pair of sessions this winter and spring aimed at 
building skills in computers, technology, science, math 
and engineering. The Detroit Area Pre-College Engineering 
Program (DAPCEP) held three courses on Saturdays from 
February 27 to April 3. 

Rockets, Rainbows & Motors explored physics experiments 
and projects relating to motion, light and electricity. 
Learn Math the Fun Way taught basic math concepts in 
an interactive way, targeting numbers and operations, 
algebraic equations, geometry, measurements and data 
analysis. Electrical and Computer Engineering provided 
an introduction to the field of analog and digital electronic 
circuits through lectures and hands-on laboratory 
experimentation.

The DAPCEP program also works to increase the number 
of historically underrepresented minority students such 
as African-Americans, Latinos and Native Americans. 
More than 4,200 students in grades K-12 participate in 
the DAPCEP program through Oakland and other partner 
universities.

In addition, the Promoting Underrepresented Girls 
Involvement in Research, Science and Energy (PURSE) 
program welcomed 60 high school girls in grades 9 through 
11 to participate in project-based, out-of-school science and 
engineering activities that taught concepts related to the 
production and storage of energy.

The course, Fossil Fuels and Petroleum, investigated the 
scientific principles that enable combustion and explored 
the chemical properties of fossil fuels that make them 
such an important part of the scientific world. For more 
information about the Oakland’s pre-college programs,  
visit oakland.edu/precollege. l

Pre-College programs staff and mentors gather.
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Provost Moudgil  
honored for academic 
leadership 
Virinder Moudgil, Ph.D., 
Oakland University’s 
senior vice president for 
Academic Affairs and 
provost, was awarded 
the 2009 Academic 
Leadership Award 
from the Michigan 
International Chamber of 
Commerce (MICC). 

“Dr. Moudgil was 
selected because he has 
impressive credentials, 
and is very involved in  
creating awareness about his Indian 
heritage within the local community, 
while also demonstrating exemplary 
work as the provost of Oakland 
University,” said Nipa Shah, founder  
of the MICC. 

Of particular note was Dr. Moudgil’s 
help in securing a visit last fall by Abdul 
Kalam, former president of India. Kalam 
spoke to a standing-room-only crowd of 
more than 1,000 people at OU’s O’rena 
in September 2009. His message was 
that international cooperation can solve 
global problems. 

Kalam stressed that youth and education 
are the most important factors in creating 
borderless cooperation between nations. 
International collaboration is the key 
to solving issues with climate change, 
energy, disease, economic turbulence 
and war, he said. 

“Dr. Moudgil, through his provost 
position at Oakland has promoted 
cultural awareness of international 
affairs,” Shah said. “His invitation 
to Dr. Kalam, one of India’s most 
noted presidents, was recognized as a 
wonderful achievement.” 

The chamber made a total of 12 awards 
recognizing exceptional examples of 
leadership, community service, cultural 
awareness, support of diversity and 
support of the mission of the chamber, 
according to Shah. 

This was the first year for the awards, 
but they will now become an annual 
recognition. Originally titled the Michigan 
India Chamber of Commerce in 2007, 
MICC was rebranded in its current form 
to draw a wider audience. l

OU Homecoming bigger, better than ever 
A huge success was the consensus of opinion heard by members of Oakland 
University’s Homecoming planning committee, reported at a post-event 
evaluation session. OU’s Homecoming, held in early February, was expanded 
this year to four days, and brought together students, alumni, current and former 
employees, university supporters, families and friends. 

“I was very pleased by the collaborative community effort to produce a wide 
variety of events and welcome our alumni back to campus,” says Glenn 
McIntosh, OU dean of students and assistant vice president for Student Affairs. 
“And I see the significant increase in the turnout for the weekend, particularly by 
alumni, to be quite encouraging for future homecomings.” 

Homecoming’s Thursday events included a pep rally and hip-hop dance 
competition. Both were well attended, and the dance competition, new in the 
Homecoming schedule, was termed a big success. Friday’s schedule included 
an ice skating party, bonfire, and the OU Hall of Honor Ceremony, hosted by Fox 
Sports announcer Mario Impemba. Six former student athletes and a recently 
retired head coach comprised the 2010 induction class. 

Another big hit was the Friday Night Live Comedy Show. This annual event 
attracted a huge turnout. Rounding out the evening were the Guard the Grizz and 
Snow Bowl events. Saturday’s afternoon events centered around the OU Alumni 
Association Family Festival, Alumni Hospitality Tent, Fraternity and Sorority 
Alumni event and Center for Multicultural Initiatives and Black Alumni Social. 

OU’s women’s and men’s basketball games were played before the largest 
crowds of the season. Against Oral Roberts University, the men’s team was 
victorious, while the women’s team lost a close game. Wrapping up the evening 
on Saturday was Casino Night, which drew a packed house. 

The final event of the weekend was Sunday’s inaugural Golden Grizzlies 
Homecoming 5K Run/Walk. About 150 participants braved fairly nasty weather 
to compete for various age-group awards, which were presented at the O’rena 
following the race. 

For more information on alumni events during Homecoming, see page 37. l

Virinder Moudgil



OU has implemented a valuable new program to help keep 
students on the path to graduation. The Early Alert program 
aims to identify students who are experiencing academic 
difficulties or who need help identifying resources on campus. 

Sponsored by Oakland’s Division of Academic Affairs, the 
program is a proactive way to assist students early in the 
semester, while there is ample time to resolve issues and 
overcome challenges. Plans for the program began two 
years ago when a committee was formed to explore different 
methods of intervention to help struggling students, says 
Christy Lee, Early Alert’s student retention assistant. 

Faculty members can submit a referral form online, 
which initiates the Early Alert process. Lee can respond in 
collaboration with other departments to address student 
challenges, which may include poor class attendance, 
incomplete or missing assignments, poor quiz and test 
scores, lack of course materials, not being at course level and 
inappropriate behavior. 

“One of our first recommendations is for students to talk with 
their professors to help fill in the gaps they may have,” she 

says. “We want students to know that someone is looking out 
for them and that faculty and staff do care about their overall 
success.” 

Lee said that one of Early Alert’s goals is to acquaint students 
with the wealth of campus resources available, including the 
Academic Skills Center, Writing Center, Advising Resource 
Center Disability Support Services and Center for Multicultural 
Initiatives. The program’s core mission is to help students stay 
in class, avoid academic probation and focus on the finish line 
of graduation, Lee said. 

For more information, visit oakland.edu/asc, then click on 
“Early Alert.” l

New Early Alert program assists students 

6     Oakland University Magazine | Spring / Summer 2010

News

Keeper of the Dream (KOD) 
scholarship winners celebrate 

with KOD keynote speaker 
(third from left) Susan L. Taylor, 

editor emeriti of Essence 
magazine. Scholarship  

recipients are (l-r) Chelsea 
Grimmer; Melissa DeGrandis 

and Juquatta Brewer. 

Scholarship winners promote cultural diversity, unity 

Three outstanding undergraduate students received the 
prestigious Keeper of the Dream Scholarship Awards for their 
contributions and promotion of interracial understanding and 
tolerance. At the 18th annual awards celebration, the $5,000 
scholarships were presented to English major Chelsea Grimmer, 
psychology major Juquatta Brewer and communications major 
Melissa DeGrandis. 

Grimmer is a member of The Honors College, Alpha Lambda 
Delta and two college ministries — QuarterLife and Inter-Varsity. 
She has served as a cultural ambassador in mission trips to 
Venezuela, Germany and Amsterdam, and regularly volunteers 
at home through a variety of organizations such as Habitat for 
Humanity, the Greening of Detroit, Helping Hands Food Pantry 
and a project that hosts barbecues for the homeless in Detroit’s 
Cass Corridor. 

As a resident assistant, Brewer addresses student concerns and 
helps educate students about multicultural understanding. With 
a focus on women’s and gender studies, she co-founded the 
student organization Encouraging Ladies by Inspiring Them to 
be Empowered, or E.L.I.T.E. Brewer is an active member of The 
Honors College and was Oakland’s 2009 representative to the 
Association of College and University Housing Officers’ STARS 
College in Maryland. 

Strong beliefs in cultural understanding inspired DeGrandis to create a permanent mural on Oakland’s 
campus to promote diversity after vandals spray painted racial slurs on campus sidewalks. A senior 
resident assistant, peer mentor, and Orientation Group Leader, she also volunteers on the Academic 
Conduct Committee and as a Jump Start Leader.  

Keynote speaker for the Keeper of the Dream celebration event was Susan L. Taylor, editor emerita  
of Essence magazine, who for nearly three decades served as its fashion and beauty editor, 
editor-in-chief and editorial director. For more information about the Keeper of the Dream event, 
please visit oakland.edu/kod. l
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News

Mary Beth Snyder, vice president 
for Student Affairs, received the 
prestigious Pillar of the Profession 
Award from the National Association 
of Student Personnel Administrators 
Foundation. 

Every year, NASPA recognizes 
distinguished individuals who 
have served as leaders, teachers 
and scholars in student affairs and 
higher education. This year’s winners 
were honored at the 2010 NASPA 
Conference in Chicago, Illinois. 
Snyder was selected for embracing 
and emulating NASPA’s core values 
of diversity, learning, integrity, 
collaboration, access, service, 
fellowship and the spirit of inquiry. 

“Mary Beth is very deserving of 
this award,” says Glenn McIntosh, 
assistant vice president for Student 
Affairs and dean of Student Life. “She 
is a person who has dedicated herself 
to the profession. She is truly a pillar 
of this community.” 

OU’s VP for Student Affairs honored with national award
The Pillar of the Profession awards 
recognize individuals of professional 
distinction who have served in leadership 
roles in NASPA, either regionally 
or nationally and are recognized or 
remembered by colleagues, friends, 
students or student organizations for 
extraordinary service and contributions. 
Award recipients are nominated and 
supported for designation by their 
colleagues, students, friends or others. A 
gift of $2,000 is made to the foundation 
to further research and scholarship in 
student affairs in the nominee’s name. 

Since joining OU in 1994, Snyder’s work 
across campus has been far-reaching. 
She has consistently expanded and 
developed programs and services from 
assistance for students with disabilities 
to creating new student organizations to 
affairs in housing. 

With more than 11,000 members that 
represent 29 countries, NASPA is the 
premier professional association for 
student affairs administrators, faculty, 
graduate and undergraduate students. 

Snyder’s involvement in a variety of 
professional organizations such as 
NASPA has enabled her to bring new 
and innovative ideas and information 
to OU, according to McIntosh. l

Teamwork approach to assisting veterans in any way possible 

Military service is all about teamwork. And after serving in 
the military, veterans at Oakland University know there’s a 
team in place to serve them, composed of members from 
the university’s Office of the Registrar and Veterans Support 
Services. 

Mike Brennan of Veterans Support Services may be the first 
person a veteran (or veteran’s dependent) will see. “About half 
my job is answering questions,” he says. “How to apply, where 
to go. Then I steer them to Ann.”

Ann Besaw of the university’s Office of the Registrar is one 
of the experts in veterans’ certifications. She sets up files, 
connects veterans with advisers and ensures they have a plan 
of study to qualify for benefits. Veterans are encouraged to 
research benefit programs to choose one that is right for them.

The Veteran’s Certification Office helps veterans and 
dependents negotiate the complexities in many ways: assisting 
with applying to the university and for Veterans Administration 
benefits; certifying school enrollment and any enrollment 
changes; providing grant and scholarship information; and 
helping veterans work with other university departments. They 
also assist citizen-soldiers who are deployed in the middle 
of a semester and veterans who change their classes or who 
transfer into or out of OU. 

Brennan helps students in their 
transition from the military or 
from deployment to campus 
life. “We can refer vets to 
Graham Counseling Center, to 
Disability Support Services, 
to the Academic Skills Center 
— even to the Pontiac Vet 
Center. We work with as many 
organizations as we can to 
offer help.”

The efforts of the entire 
veterans support team 
have been noticed: OU was 
recognized as a “military 
friendly school” for 2010 by 
GI Jobs magazine, which awards the honor 
to only the top 15 percent of all universities, colleges and 
trade schools in the United States. For more information,  
visit the Veterans Support Services Web site at  
oakland.edu/veterans. l

Mary Beth Snyder, vice president for 
Student Affairs, receives Pillar of the 
Profession Award. 
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Fulbright Scholar Keith Gottschalk, 
Ph.D., traveled from Cape Town, 
South Africa to teach at OU. 

Longtime Oakland friends lend support to School of Medicine
Stephan Sharf and Ann Nicholson, both longtime friends and 
visionary supporters of Oakland University, have stepped up to 
take leading roles in the development of the Oakland University 
William Beaumont School of Medicine with two generous and 
forward-looking gifts. 

Sharf has designated an estate gift of $4 million to support 
the School of Medicine deanship, which is currently held by 
Founding Dean Robert Folberg, M.D. The generous funding of a 
deanship for the School of Medicine has allowed OU to recruit 
a nationally recognized scholar and medical doctor to lead and 
launch the medical school. His visionary leadership oversees 
development of academic programs, hiring faculty, applying for 
and receiving accreditation, and recruitment and admission of 
the charter class of students. To hold a deanship (or a fellowship 
or professorship) is a significant honor and is generally awarded 
to a world-class scholar. Donor support for these positions 
allows Oakland to elevate the caliber of its programs.

Nicholson has established the Ann V. Nicholson Endowed 
Scholarship to provide support for medical students who have 
demonstrated an interest in community service. Her $500,000 
gift will support student capstone projects, a hallmark feature of 
the School of Medicine curriculum. Capstone projects provide 
a distinctive learning experience for students, allowing them 

Fulbright Scholar travels from Africa to OU 

Fulbright scholar and political science professor Keith Gottschalk is not accustomed 
to the cold. Hailing from Cape Town, South Africa, his first trip to the United States 
included his first snowy winter. 

Gottschalk’s long journey to Oakland University began three years ago when  
Vincent Khapoya, Ph.D., professor of Political Science, visited the University of the 
Western Cape (UWC). Impressed with the intellectual caliber of its political science 
department, Dr. Khapoya and Paul Kubicek, Ph.D., professor and chair of Political 
Science, applied for a coveted Fulbright Scholar in Residence grant to bring 
Gottschalk to Rochester. 

Arriving in mid-August 2009, Gottschalk 
taught several courses during the academic 
year. His current research involves the African 
Union and South African party politics, but his 
new passion is to create a permanent link 
between Oakland and his South African 
university. “I have been very impressed with 
OU’s resources and its efficient use of them,” 
he says. “At home, our political science 
department has four tenured faculty 
members, but Oakland has 14. It makes a big 
impression on someone from a Third World 
country like South Africa.” 

“The best outcome would be to have OU 
students see UWC as the optimal choice for  
a semester abroad in their graduate and 
undergraduate studies, and create the same 
reciprocity for our students,” Gottschalk  
says. l

to address societal needs by working on health care related 
projects beyond the classroom and clinical settings. Students 
completing capstone projects each year are eligible for full 
scholarships in year four.

The School of Medicine will begin instruction in August 2011. 
For more information, log on to oakland.edu/medicine. l

Mathematical major 
A new Bachelor of Science major 
in Actuarial Science will be offered 
starting with the fall 2010 semester. 

The degree will be offered by the 
College of Arts and Sciences (CAS), 
although the School of Business 
Administration (SBA) will help 
administer the program. CAS and 
SBA each will provide about half the 
courses to complete the major. 

Actuarial science is the discipline 
that applies mathematical and 
statistical methods to assess risk in 
the insurance and finance industries. 
Actuaries analyze data to estimate 
the probability and likely cost to a 
company of an event such as death, 
sickness, injury, disability or loss of 
property. 

Several Michigan public universities 
offer programs in actuarial science, 
but OU’s will be the only one 
offered in the metro Detroit area — 
where most firms in the state that 
employ actuaries are located. OU’s 
program is more interdisciplinary 
than traditional programs at some 
other schools, which could give OU 
graduates another advantage in the 
actuarial field. l



News

Disc golf course getting year-round use 
Oakland University’s disc golf course, unveiled in 
September 2009, didn’t get a winter break — disc golf 
enthusiasts have been using it almost nonstop since it 
opened.

“As I’ve driven by, I’ve seen people out on the course, for 
sure. People play year round,” says Greg Jordan, director 
of Campus Recreation. “I think they played with orange 
discs when there was snow.”

The 18-hole course, located near the upper fields, was 
funded by the Oakland University Student Congress 
(OUSC) and the Department of Campus Recreation. It was 
constructed by students in the Summer Student Campus 
Corps and was built with minimal disruption to the natural 
landscape. Trees, bushes and rocks occasionally dot the 
fairways. Stretching more than a mile, the course was 
dubbed Grizzly Oaks, and was approved last year by the 
Professional Disc Golf Association.

OU student Jarrett Schlaff designed the course and 
sponsored the appropriations bill in the OUSC to fund 

it. The course has been popular ever since its grand 
opening. “It’s been widely enjoyed by OU students and 
members of the community,” says Schlaff. “In the first 
week alone, we went through 500 score cards. We had to 
replenish the cards daily.”

There is no cost to play the course, although for the time 
being, players must furnish their own discs. “I equate it 
with regular golf,” says Jordan. “Just like having a bag of 
clubs, in disc golf there are several different kinds of discs 
to use, from driving to short-range accuracy.” 

Schlaff said a disc golf club is being organized at OU. 
Jordan noted that more than half of all the universities 
and colleges in Michigan now host a club. A charity 
tournament at OU also is planned. “Our course is just  
a venue to host a tournament,” adds Jordan.

For more information on disc golf at OU, contact  
Schlaff at jschlaff@oakland.edu or Jordan at  
jordan@oakland.edu. l

Student Life Corner
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Compiled by Daniel Bodene

OU awarded $2.7M grant to improve Human Health Building efficiency
Oakland University has received a welcome and generous 
boost to its efforts to develop a state-of-the-art,environmentally 
friendly academic building that upon completion in 2012 will 
house both the School of Nursing and the School of Health 
Sciences. A groundbreaking for the construction was held on 
April 12. 

The U.S. Department of Energy has awarded the university a 
$2,752,163 grant to install a geothermal heat pump system for 
the Human Health Building, which is planned for construction 
on the northwest corner of OU’s 1,441-acre campus. The heat 
pump system will include a roof-mounted solar thermal hot 
water array designed to provide the 160,000-square-foot facility 
with summer dehumidification of ventilation air, cooling, 
heating, and domestic hot water.

The Department of Energy grant is part of $338 million in 
Recovery Act funding that will support a total of 123 
geothermal field development and research projects in 39 
states. Oakland’s grant is one of 37 projects classified as 
ground source heat pump demonstrations. 

Jim Leidel, energy manager for OU facilities management, said 
the geothermal system installed in the Human Health Building 
will reduce energy related carbon emissions and will likely cut 
the building’s energy costs in half. 

“This is the first green building we’ll have as a new 
construction project, and we were originally planning on going 
for a gold rating,” he says, referring to the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building 
Rating System developed by the U.S. Green Building Council. 
“This grant will take us from the partial, hybrid geothermal 
system we originally had planned to a full geothermal system 
assisted by a solar thermal dehumidification component. We 
think that will most likely push us up to the platinum level, 
which would make this the first educational facility with this 
designation in the state of Michigan.”

OU has also received a $75,000 grant from the Kresge 
Foundation to help cover the costs of designing a green 
building. In awarding the grant, foundation administrators 
complimented the university for its commitment to developing 
an environmentally sustainable facility.

In addition to its green features, the $62 million Human Health 
building will feature state-of-the-art classrooms, seminar 
rooms, an interactive media center, physical therapy clinics and 
clinical, computer, simulation and distance learning labs. It is 
being financed with $40 million in Michigan Capital Outlay 
Budget funds, as well as funding to be generated through 
university general revenue bonds. l

The first shovels hit the dirt at the Human Health Building 
groundbreaking ceremony. Pictured are (l-r): Saman Waquad, 
Student Congress vice president; OU President Gary Russi, Ph.D.;  
Tawnee Milk, Presidential Scholar and Board of Trustees liaison; 
and Kristin Dayag, Student Congress president.

Senior Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Provost Virinder 
Moudgil, Ph.D.; Moon Jae Pak, M.D., 
Ph.D., founder of the School of 
Health Sciences (SHS) and current 
chair of the SHS Advisory Board; 
and Dean of the School of Health 
Sciences Kenneth Hightower, Ph.D., 
participated in the festivities.

Architectural rendering of the south view of the building.

Architectural rendering of the east view of the building.
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The Gold StandardThe Gold Standard

Andrei Slavin, Ph.D., professor and chair of Physics, has 
been elected a fellow of the American Physical Society 
(APS), one of the world’s preeminent organizations in 
the field of physics. Each year, no more than one half of 
1 percent of society members become fellows. 
According to the citation, Dr. Slavin was elected a fellow 
for “contributions to the understanding of linear and 
nonlinear spin wave dynamics in magnetic films and 
nanostructures, microwave magnetic envelope solitons 
and magnetization dynamics induced by spin 
momentum transfer.” The program was created to 
recognize members who have made significant 
contributions to physics through original research and 
publication, or made innovative contributions to the 
application of physics to science and technology. Dr. 
Slavin is the third member in the physics department to 
become an APS Fellow, joining colleagues Bradley Roth, 
Ph.D., and David Garfinkle, Ph.D. Dr. Slavin was also 
named an OU Distinguished Professor this spring.

Kim Holka, visiting nursing instructor, is working on an 
innovative project to accumulate vital information about 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) while raising 
community awareness of the growing concerns of 
FASD. She is working with Shelly Bania, a FASD 
Prevention Specialist from Community Assessment 
Referral and Education (CARE) of Macomb, and OU 
nursing students. Holka and Bania are working with the 
students through a series of presentations and off-
campus fieldwork that places them in participating OB/
GYN offices. The students can perform the dual function 
of gathering crucial information while raising awareness 
of FASD. This gives them the added benefit of valuable 
real-world experience with expectant mothers in a 
clinical setting. Holka will be giving a presentation this 
June at the Michigan Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies 
Coalition Conference.

Mary Stein, Ph.D., professor of Teacher Development 
and Educational Studies, has been named the 2010 
College Science Teacher of the Year by the Board of 
Michigan Science Teachers Association. Dr. Stein was 
chosen for using and modeling excellent teaching 
practices, inspiring her students, being an excellent role 
model for students and other teachers, demonstrating 
innovative teaching strategies and leadership, and 
exhibiting a passion for science and teaching.

OU’s Wellness, Health Promotion and Injury Prevention 
program has received gold status accreditation from the 
National Wellness Institute (NWI). Stafford Rorke, 
D.Phil., associate professor and program director, 
reports that OU’s program was ranked by the NWI 
among the top 10 in the country. The accreditation, 
which runs from 2010-17, means that graduates 
attaining an overall GPA of 2.75 can now register as 

Certified Wellness Practitioners (CWP) with the NWI. 
OU’s program is also indentified as one of only three in 
the country to receive the National Wellness Institutes’ 
Distinguished Program Award in July 2010. In the 
School of Health Sciences two other programs have 
received national accreditation: Occupational Safety and 
Health directed by Charles McGlothin, Ph.D., special 
instructor; and Physical Therapy directed by Kristine 
Thompson, Ph.D., special instructor.

Kieran Mathieson, Ph.D., associate professor of 
Management Information Systems, took 17 Honors 
College students through an innovative course on 
people’s beliefs. The course examined issues such as 
women’s belief in their bodies; if people are biologically 
disposed to prejudice; free will from a mind science 
perspective; how people make moral decisions, and the 
neuroscience and psychology behind religious beliefs. 
Each student wrote a personal reflection on what they 
learned and how they would apply those lessons, which 
are posted at http://believingtoday.org.

Xia Wang, Ph.D., assistant professor of Mechanical 
Engineering, has been selected to receive the New 
Investigator Research Excellence Award for 2010. Her 
research focuses on transport phenomena and scaling 
laws in fuel cells and turbulent boundary layers. This 
award acknowledges the genuine admiration of her 
students and colleagues for her superior level of 
professionalism in research.

Todd Estes, Ph.D., associate professor of History, gave 
his first lecture as a Distinguished Lecturer of the 
prestigious Organization of American Historians (OAH) 
at Central Michigan University last year. The talk, 
entitled “James Madison’s Reluctant Paternity of the 
Constitution,” was presented as a public lecture 
preceded by a smaller seminar for faculty and graduate 
students. The OAH is the largest professional society 
dedicated to the teaching and study of American history 
and Distinguished Lecturers serve at the invitation of the 
OAH president for a three-year term. Dr. Estes is 
currently researching a book on the ratification debate, 
tentatively entitled The Campaign for the Constitution: 
Political Culture and the Ratification Contest.

Lakshmi Raman, Ph.D., has received a three-year 
$222,000 National Institutes of Health (NIH) grant to 
support her research project entitled “Beliefs about  
the Role of Nutrition on Mind-Body Interactions.” Her 
research examines children and adults’ understanding 
of healthy and unhealthy nutrition on biological 
processes such as growth and illnesses and 
psychological processes such as mood states. Her 
overall research focus is children’s understanding of 
biological processes. l  
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Celebrating scholarships

Award-winning author makes 
in-kind donation

Acclaimed children’s book author and illustrator Ashley Bryan 
has given the gift of imagination — and inspiration — to 
Oakland University’s School of Education and Human Services 
(SEHS). Bryan made an in-kind donation of paintings, sketches, 
manuscripts and illustrations to SEHS, a generous gift that is 
laying the foundation for a future Center for Children’s Art and 
Literature that will be housed in Pawley Hall.

“It’s really become the backbone of our collection of children’s 
literature art,” says Jim Cipielewski, Reading and Language 
Arts department chair. “We have everything from pencil 
sketches to final art, so it’s possible to trace the creation of a 
book from beginning to end.”

In addition, Bryan’s work has been incorporated into the SEHS 
curriculum, providing discussion points for art education 
courses and creating opportunities for outreach programs at 
local schools. “Children’s literature is something that people 
have come to see as a viable, important subject, especially for 
young people,” Cipielewski adds.

One of the country’s most highly regarded children’s literature 
authors and illustrators, Bryan began painting as a child. After 
a tour of duty in World War II, he studied at the Cooper Union 
Art School in New York. He has been honored with many 
awards, including the Coretta Scott King Book Award and the 
2009 Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal from the American Library 
Association.

After coming to OU many times as a guest lecturer and visiting 
author, Bryan was awarded an honorary doctorate by SEHS in 
2003, the first award of its kind given by the school. The award 
recognized the extraordinary nature of Bryan’s stories, poems, 
illustrations and interpretive readings that have “enriched the 
African American experience and added new dimensions to 
American culture.” l

Jim AugustIrene Connors

Thomas Varner (center) with scholarship recipients Amanda 
McKee and Zack Jones. Both received the D.B. Woody Varner 
scholarship, which was named in honor of OU’s first chancellor 
and funded by donations from his son, Thomas.

Danielle Ager, recipient of  
the David and Marion 
Handleman Scholarship.

Stephan Sharf with Tricia 
Sawdon, who received the 
Stephan Sharf Scholarship.

Irene Connors, longtime volunteer and Meadow Brook 
Hall donor, and Jim August, donor for the College of Arts 
and Sciences Judaic Studies program, were honored as 
Distinguished Volunteers at the 2009 Association of  
Fundraising Professionals Greater Detroit Chapter  
National Philanthropy Day this past winter.
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Scholarship bequest will allow 
English majors to focus on studies,  
not finances

OU hosts first Grizzly Gala to  
benefit student scholarships

In life, words matter. That’s one of the reasons Tobye Stein, 
CAS’74, and husband Neal Alpiner have made a bequest in 
support of scholarship funding for Oakland University  
English majors. 

“The less a student has to focus on money, the better their 
experience will be,” Stein says. “And if they have more 
assistance, they can focus more on their studies.”

The retired executive vice president and chief human 
resources officer for the Ontario, Calif.-based CO-OP Network 
and Service Centers Corporation, knows how difficult it can 
be to cover the cost of higher education. As an Oakland 
student, she paid her own way, and more than once, almost 
had to quit when finances grew tight. “I’d seen people who 
said, ‘I’ll just take a semester off to work and then come 
back,’” Stein says. “That’s actually very hard for most people 
to do.” 

Focusing the bequest on English majors allowed Stein to 
share her enthusiasm for the humanities, an interest that 
began at OU. Before choosing English as a sophomore, 
Stein tested out a number of majors, from music to political 
science to history. Her interest in so many subjects paid off in 
the long run. “Over the course of my working life, I realized 
having a broad spectrum of knowledge was important,” she 
said. 

For Stein, perhaps the most valuable gift she gained at OU 
was an ability to write. “It’s helped in every job I’ve ever 
had,” she says. Throughout her career, Stein mentored young 
employees, helping them improve their own writing skills. 
She shared those teaching skills with OU, when she returned 
to teach courses in business and human resources.  

For Stein and her husband, giving back to OU offers a way 
for them to leave a legacy that will impact future generations. 
“We’re hoping that students who need the money and who 
are academically committed will benefit from this,” she says. 
There’s little doubt recipients of these scholarships will be 
grateful. And thanks to Stein’s passion for English, they’ll 
have the words to express it. l

Oakland University alumni 
and friends turned out to 
show their support for 
student scholarships by 
attending the first Grizzly 
Gala, chaired by OU alumna 
Lynn Gross, SBA ’87. Held 
at the Royal Park Hotel 
in downtown Rochester, 
Mich., attendees enjoyed 
a live auction that 

included tickets to the 
Ellen DeGeneres show, a getaway to the Rocky 

Mountains, an upper level suite at The Palace of Auburn Hills to 
see the Detroit Pistons play, and a diamond necklace courtesy 
of Lucido Fine Jewelry. 

Proceeds from the event raised $23,000 for the Oakland 
University Alumni Association scholarship fund and OU 
students. “The OUAA Scholarship program allows students 
to achieve their dream of pursuing an OU degree,” Gross 
said. “Our scholarship endowment fund totals more than 
$1.2 million, allowing us to provide nearly 40 scholarships 
each year to high achieving students who deserve an Oakland 
education.”

Oakland University student Rachael Schulskie, a senior in 
the School of Nursing who graduates in May agrees, “This 
[Nursing Alumni Scholarship] made it possible for me to 
maintain my grades, be as active as I wanted, and work at my 
dream job. I am grateful every day to those who made this 
possible for me. This scholarship made a difference in my 
life, so that I can go out and make a difference in the lives of 
others.” 

Schulskie will begin working at Children’s Hospital of Michigan 
in the pediatric intensive care unit after graduation. l

Members of the OUAA Board of Directors, including Grizzly 
Gala Committee Chair Lynn Gross, SBA ’87, (pictured third 
from right) attend the first Grizzly Gala, a strolling dinner and 
auction to benefit student scholarships at Oakland University.
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Sports Wrap-Up

Academic all-stars
Oakland University placed 62 student-
athletes on the Academic All-Summit 
League team for the fall 2009 season. 
A total of 511 Summit League 
student-athletes from men’s and 
women’s cross country, men’s and 
women’s soccer and women’s 
volleyball were honored for their 
academic excellence. Western Illinois 
led the way with a league-best 63 
selections to the Academic All-Summit 
League squad, edging out Oakland  
and IUPUI by one and two honorees, 
respectively. Of the 511 student-
athletes that were honored, 70 posted 
perfect 4.0 grade-point averages 
during the fall semester.

“I believe this is a testament to the 
commitment our student-athletes  
have to their primary goal of attaining 
a degree from Oakland University,” 
said Director of Athletics Tracy Huth. 
“The results can be directly attributed 
to the time and energy that our 
student-athletes, staff and coaches  
put forth in the pursuit of academic 
excellence. Anyone that follows 
Oakland Athletics will recognize the 
consistency of academic achievement 
that our student-athletes attain every 
semester.”

To be selected to the Academic 
All-Summit League Team, a student-
athlete must have a 3.0 or better 
grade-point average in the semester in 
which they compete and must use a 
year of eligibility.

Coaches vs. Cancer  
fundraiser a success
Several members of the Oakland 
University basketball team, including 
head coaches Greg Kampe and Beckie 
Francis, took time to grill it up for 
charity when they helped cook meals 
at bd’s Mongolian Barbeque to raise 
money for Coaches vs. Cancer. The 
January event raised more than $1,200. 

Joining Kampe and Francis behind the 
grill were men’s assistant coaches 

Darren Sorenson and Saddi Washington, 
women’s Associate Head Coach Eric 
Stephan and women’s assistant coaches 
Anne Noja and Katie Wolf. 

Coaches vs. Cancer is a program 
founded by the American Cancer Society 
and the National Association of 
Basketball Coaches. It empowers schools 
and communities to join the fight against 
cancer by participating in national and 
local events. Through the program, 
basketball coaches lead fundraising and 
advocacy efforts that provide individuals 
with a chance to give something back by 
rallying around an important cause. 

Softball coach retires
Softball coach Glenn MacDonald retired 
from coaching this past March. 
MacDonald finished his career as the 
all-time winningest coach in the 
program’s history with a record of  
92-134 in four-plus seasons. 

“We thank Glenn for all his hard work 
and dedication over the last nine years 
here at Oakland University,” says Huth. 
“We wish him well in the future.” 

MacDonald was the 2006 Mid-Con Coach 
of the Year and led his teams to two 
straight league tournaments, falling in 
the championship game in 2007. He 
posted winning records in 3-of-4 seasons 
inside league play and finished with an 
overall record of 40-44 in Summit League 
play. He was also part of back-to-back 
conference titles in 2002 and ‘03 as the 
top assistant coach, making NCAA 
tournaments in both those seasons. 

“I really enjoyed my time at Oakland 
University,” says MacDonald. “I want to 
thank Tracy Huth for the opportunity to 
coach collegiate softball. I have forged 
many great relationships during my time 
here and know that the girls will be 
successful on and off the diamond as 
they move forward.” 

Assistant Coach Jane Zimmerman 
served as the interim coach for the 
remainder of the season. 

2010 Hollie L. Lepley Athletic 
Hall of Honor class announced
Seven former OU Athletics standouts 
took their place in history this past 
February when they were named to 
the Hollie L. Lepley Athletic Hall of 
Honor: two 21-time All-America 
swimmers, an all-conference men’s 
soccer player at both the Division I 
and II levels, the captain of the 1996 
national runner-up men’s soccer 
team, a two-time all-region volleyball 
player, a women’s basketball player 
who led Oakland University to its first 
NCAA Tournament of the Division I 
era, and a coaching legend who 
served as Oakland’s head men’s 
soccer coach for 28 seasons comprise 
the 2010 class of honorees. 

They are:

Morgan Bailey  
(men’s swimming, 1994-97) 

James Collins 
(men’s swimming, 1994-97)

Mike Dodd  
(men’s soccer, 1996-99)

Paul Doroh  
(men’s soccer, 1993-96)

Holly Hatcher Conley 
(volleyball, 1987-90)

Sarah Judd  
(women’s basketball, 1998-2002)

Gary Parsons  
(head men’s soccer coach, 1981-2008)

Go to ougrizzlies.com for more 
information on the honorees. l

Compiled by Samantha Franz, OU 
Athletics Communications

Check out the online shop for  
exclusive Althletics Department GRIZZ gear 

OUGRIZZLIES.COM
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Men’s soccer
The Golden Grizzlies 

once again had a banner 
year when they clinched the 

regular season 
championship with an 
undefeated 5-0-1 record in 

league play and an overall 
mark of 9-5-3. Although 
the Golden Grizzlies fell 

short of winning The 
Summit League 

Tournament and advancing  
to the NCAA College Cup, 
Oakland found themselves 
among the nation’s best in 
several categories. This 

marked the second time in three 
seasons that Oakland hadn’t dropped  
a match in league play, earning the  
No. 1 seed in The Summit League 
Tournament on their home field. 
First-year head coach Eric Pogue was 
named Summit League Coach of the 
Year and sophomore goalkeeper Mitch 
Hildebrandt was named Defensive 
Player of the Year. In all, nine Golden 
Grizzlies received all-league honors. l

Volleyball
Oakland made 
history during 
the 2009 
campaign, 
putting together 
the finest season 
of the Division I 
era with a 17-10 
overall record 
and a 10-8 mark 
in league play. 
The Golden 
Grizzlies 
narrowly missed 
the program’s 

first-ever berth in The Summit League 
championship tournament, but set new 
records in both overall wins and league 
wins. Despite an injury-shortened 
season, senior Adrienne Leone became 
OU’s first-ever All-League first team 
selection after setting school records in 
kills, kills per set, attacks, and attacks per 
set. Meghan Bray and Brittany Holbrook 
were named to the Newcomer team. l

Cross country
Once again, the Golden Grizzlies proved 
their success on and off the course. In 
the competition field, the men’s team 
finished in third place at The Summit 
League Championship with senior Zack 
Jones earning first team honors and 
freshman Mario Palomino and 
sophomore Pat Cassady collecting 
second team accolades. Senior Sara 
Lieblien paced the women at the league 
championship with her second team 
placement. Jones, along with his sister, 
Lia Jones, both powered their way to 
strong finishes 
at the NCAA 
regional meet, 
with Lia 
earning 
All-Region and 
the U.S. Track 
& Field and 
Cross Country 
Coaches 
Association 
All-Academic 
team with a 
3.85 GPA. 
Both teams 
were also 
named 
USTFCCCA 
NCAA  
Division I 
All-Academic. 
l

Swimming  
and diving
The men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving 
teams continue to show 
their dominance in The 
Summit League, as both 
recently captured their 11th 
straight league titles at The Summit 
League Championship. This was the 
32nd consecutive league championship 
for the men and 19th for the women.  
The Golden Grizzlies swept the 
Swimmers of the Meet awards, with 
sophomore Anders Jensen and senior 
Agnes Solan winning the honors. OU 
also swept the Diver of the Year awards, 
thanks to the performances of junior 
Chelsea Oates and senior Adam Ralph. 
The women’s team also earned 
Newcomer of the Year and Coach of the 
Year honors with freshman Julieanne 
Stears and Pete Hovland picking up the 
awards. In all, 28 Golden Grizzlies earned 
all-league honors. 

THE SCOREBOARD

Mitch 
Hildebrandt

Women’s soccer
The Oakland University soccer team was 
involved in a tight race for a spot in The 
Summit League Tournament, but lost the 
final game of the regular season to 
Western Illinois, marking the first time in 
10 seasons that the Black and Gold has 
missed out on the postseason with a 
7-9-1 record. The Golden Grizzlies did hit 
a few highlights this season. On Oct. 2, 
OU tied a school record, scoring eight 
goals in an 8-0 shutout of league foe 
UMKC. Sophomore Deanna Colarossi 
was named to the All-Summit League 
second team and freshman Alyssa Fulton 
was honored as a member of the 
All-Freshman team. l

Deanna Colarossi

Adrienne Leone

Julieanne Stears

Sara Lieblien 

On the heels of its 11th straight Summit 
League Championship swimming and 
diving title, Oakland University’s 
women’s swim team also has been 
recognized for its scholarship. The team 
has won All-American Team honors from 
the College Swimming Coaches 
Association of America (CSCAA). CSCAA 
selects Scholar All-American Teams after 
each semester among swimming teams 
that have a minimum 3.0 grade-point 
average on a 4.0 scale. The women’s 
swim team earned the honor for the fall 
2009 semester with a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.14. The team joins 112 
other NCAA Division I women’s swim 
teams in earning the All-American Team 
honor. l
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Men’s Basketball
It’s been quite the season for men’s basketball. The Golden Grizzlies won both the 
regular season and Summit League Championship titles, earning an automatic bid to 
the NCAA Tournament, where they were the No. 14 seed in the West Regional against 
No. 3 Pitt. Though OU fell 89-66 in the first round game, the Golden Grizzlies stuffed 
the trophy case in the 2009-10 campaign. Junior Keith Benson was named The 
Summit League Player of the Year, and he, along with senior Johnathon Jones, was 
named to the All-Summit League first team. Senior Derick Nelson was named to the 
All-Summit League second team and junior transfer Larry Wright was named to the 
All-Newcomer team. Head coach Greg Kampe was named The Summit League Coach 
of the Year after leading his team to a Division I era-best 26 wins. The accolades 
continue to roll in for Oakland with Jones and Benson being named to the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches Division 12 first team, Nelson earning Mid-Major 
Defensive All-America team honors and Benson earning both Lefty Driesell Defensive 
All-America team accolades by CollegeInsider.com earned a spot on the Associated 
Press (AP) All-America honorable mention team. l

Women’s Basketball
The Golden Grizzlies overcame injuries and a tough non-league schedule with the 
help of strong senior leadership and a promising crop of young faces to end the 
2009-10 run with a 17-13 overall mark and a 14-4 record in league play, finishing 
second in The Summit League. The Black and Gold was riding a six-game winning 
streak entering The Summit League Tournament, where they were poised as the 
No. 2 seed to take on No. 7 seed Western Illinois, whom the Golden Grizzlies had 
defeated by double-digit margins on both occasions during the regular season.  
But OU had a rare off night of shooting from the floor and fell to the Fighting 
Leathernecks 68-57 in the tournament quarterfinals. Senior Melissa Jeltema earned 
an All-Summit League first team selection, as well as being named to the ESPN the 
Magazine All-District second team. Freshman Bethany Watterworth earned spots 
on both the All-League second team and All-Newcomer team, while senior Hanna 
Reising rounded out the postseason accolades by being named The Summit 
League’s Sixth Woman of the Year and became the 23rd member of the 1,000-
point club this season. l

Hanna Reising

Keith Benson

Johnathon Jones
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Compiled by Samantha Franz, OU Athletics Communications
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Toy story 
Globe-trotting grad takes the helm of the State Bar of Michigan By Rene Wisely
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From the very bottom of the ocean to the top  
of the class, Charles R. Toy’s intellectual voyage has 
followed a path that is long and often curious — but  
not dull.

Toy, CAS ’72, was sworn in as the 75th president of the 
State Bar of Michigan last fall. In doing so, he accepted one 
of his most challenging roles yet, leading an organization of 
more than 40,000 members that works to improve the 
administration of justice, promote the legal profession in 
the state and build public understanding of the legal 
system.

“Lawyers are people of influence in their communities 
and in their neighborhoods,” says Toy, a Lansing native. 
“My part will be to shine some light on the important work 
they’re doing to help people get a fair shake in the justice 
system.”

He is also the associate dean of Career and Professional 
Development at Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Lansing, 
Mich., where he helps recent law graduates find jobs — no 
easy task in today’s economy.

“It’s a tough market, so graduates have to be more 
resourceful, more persistent and look harder than ever 
before,” he says. “You must absolutely have something that 
sticks out on your resume,” he says. 

That’s a trick, Toy explains, that he learned firsthand 
during his OU days.

Ocean researcher
While finishing up his bachelor’s degree in biological 

sciences with minors in both chemistry and physics, he 
worked for the university’s motor pool. On a run to the 
airport one day, he picked up the founder of the biology 
department, Chairman Clifford Harding, Ph.D., who was 
returning from Woods Hole, Mass., the site of several 
famous marine science institutions. In the small talk that 
ensued, Toy asked Dr. Harding if there were any jobs in 
Woods Hole.

“Yes, there are jobs there,” said Dr. Harding, who 
owned a home there. Toy took that as an invitation and 
showed up on Dr. Harding’s doorstep in Woods Hole two 
weeks later. Within hours, Toy went to the oceanographic 
institution, filled out an application and got his first job 
offer. In short order, he was conducting research on 
subsurface ocean circulation on ships that took him to 
ports in exotic destinations, including the Arctic Circle, the 
Canary Islands, New Zealand, South Africa, Tahiti and 
Wales. 

Over three years, Toy traveled around the world twice 
as a shipboard oceanographer for the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution and Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography.

“He was always very enthusiastic in whatever he was 
doing,” recalls a now retired Harding. 

The adventure was fun but also had the effect of being 
an eye-catching feature on his résumé, notes Toy. “It was 
an experience of a lifetime and I attribute those 
opportunities given to me directly to Oakland University.” 
He cites Dr. Harding and John Cowlishaw, Ph.D., associate 
professor of Biological Sciences, as two of his most 
influential professors at OU.

“Charlie was liked by everybody,” recalls Dr. 
Cowlishaw. “He had a way of cocking his head, with a 
full-faced grin, that people found very appealing.”

Training new lawyers
Oakland will soon see more of that appealing grin, as 

Toy collaborates with the School of Education and Human 
Services in a partnership with Cooley to write a grant for a 
mentorship program for new lawyers, a program similar to 
a residency in the medical field. 

“There needs to be some kind of on-the-job training for 
new attorneys,” Toy explains. 

Teaching, it would seem, is his passion. Following his 
ocean voyages, Toy enrolled at Michigan State University in 
the master’s program for park and recreation resources 
with an eye on teaching. Following that, he enrolled at 
Cooley Law School with the hope of becoming an 
environmental law professor. He graduated first in his class. 

Realizing that practical experience is always valued in 
the classroom, he started his legal career as a clerk at the 
Michigan Court of Appeals in 1981. A year later, he was 
assistant prosecuting attorney in the Ingham County 
Prosecutor’s Office. In 1984, he joined East Lansing’s 
Farhat & Story, concentrating on environmental, property, 
and gas and oil law. He took the dean’s post at Cooley in 
2008.

“I suppose I sound a bit like an overachiever,” jokes the 
married father of four. “But I just feel so energized on every 
level when I’m learning something new.” n

Rene Wisely is a freelance writer from West Bloomfield, Mich.

“It’s a tough market, so graduates 
have to be more resourceful,  

more persistent and look  
harder than ever before.”

– Charles Toy
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Banking on integrity
Former bank executive stands on principle By Mary Gunderson-Switzer

Rebecca Smith believes in applying the gold 
standard to everyone. 

“It all comes down to the Golden Rule,” says Rebecca 
Smith, SBA ’81. “I was raised to always treat others with 
honesty and respect. It’s important to maintain your 
personal standards — whether on top of the world or 
down in the dumps.”

Smith is in the midst of one of the downs. 
With an impressive 30-year career in banking, Smith 

was employed at Huntington National Bank as president of 
Michigan’s eastern division. After three years of service 
there, a new direction at the bank meant a parting of ways. 
Like thousands of Michiganders, Smith is now on the job 
hunt. 

“I know this will result in another great opportunity, 
but it’s not a situation I would choose for myself — Who 
wants to be out of a job?” she laughs. “But life has its twists 
and turns. It’s another chance for me to grow.”

Lasting investments 
Referencing Stephen Covey’s book The Emotional 

Bank Account, Smith relates to Covey’s banker-friendly 
metaphor of “emotional deposits” — goodwill that builds 
from positive daily conduct and interactions. 

“If you focus on integrity in your home and work 
relationships, it’s not only the right thing to do,” Smith 
says, “but when adversity hits, people are there for you. 
I’ve received an abundance of goodwill.”

While regrouping, Smith has time to reflect. There’s 
one person who has come to mind often — a mentor 
whose high standards Smith has worked to emulate. Smith 
met Floyd Griffith in 1977, when he was a retail banker at 
National Bank of Detroit (NBD) Bancorp. He recruited 
Smith into the bank’s management training program shortly 
after she graduated with an economics/political science 
degree from Ohio Wesleyan University.

Griffith has since passed away, but his influence has 
not. “He was in many high-pressure situations, but I never 
saw him lose his temper or become defensive,” Smith says. 
“His moral compass was strong and steady.”

Under Griffith’s tutelage, Smith was exposed early on  
to exemplary work principles and supervisory skills. At 23, 
she was managing a number of NBD tellers and had 
enrolled in OU’s School of Business Administration. With 
branch manager training completed and an MBA in hand, 
Smith was accepted into NBD’s loan officer training in 
1982.

She was on NBD’s board for 22 years, eventually serving 
as integration director during NBD’s merger with Bank One 
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“I was raised to always treat others with 
honesty and respect. It’s important to maintain 

your personal standards — whether on top 
of the world or down in the dumps.”

– Rebecca Smith



and First Chicago. Smith came to Huntington Bank in 2006. 
She took courageous stances for the community, such as 
her decision that Huntington be the first investor in Detroit 
Renaissance Inc.’s venture capital fund — a fund that, in 
turn, invests in emerging local businesses.   

Through the years, Smith has been lauded for her 
ethics, fiscal responsibility and leadership skills. She’s held 
13 jobs within the banking industry. Ironically, it’s a field 
she never planned to pursue.

Growing up in Birmingham, Mich., teaching was the 
family business. Her father, Roderic Righter, was an 
education professor at OU. Her grandmothers, mother and 
several siblings all went into teaching. “I thought that’s the 
route I would go too,” Smith says. “But what began at NBD 
as an opportunity for some work experience turned into a 
profession I love.”

Unfortunately, Americans don’t currently share that 
love. A recent Rasmussen poll indicates that 53 percent of 
the public continues to lack confidence in the U.S. banking 
system. 

Checks and balances
With 8,430 FDIC banks operating in the United States 

today, an array of recent business decisions have strained 
the bond between customer and banker. The 2009 collapse 
of the markets and bank fallout has left a tangled web. 
“Decisions were made at the highest levels of government 
and industry. Some thought those decisions were right at 
the time, but we see the fallout,” she says. 

Although there are no easy answers, Smith is certain of 
one thing: for the banking industry to operate at maximum 
efficiency, a vital partnership must remain in balance. “It’s 
always been about the two-way street of responsibility 
between the bank and customer,” she adds. 

Smith says it’s more vital than ever to keep the lines of 
communication open. “Good bank leadership means 
continuous, effective communication inside and outside 
the organization. We need a broad range of information 
and divergent opinions to be wise and innovative. Frankly, 
we need to be better listeners.” 
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Above all, the banks must maintain impeccable 
standards. That means not only recruiting high-integrity 
people but also investing the time in training and coaching 
them, she says. 

“The question always should be: ‘Where is the 
customer in this?’ We need diversity of thought, age, 
gender, race, socio and economic backgrounds. The entire 
spectrum must be well represented. That’s good business.”

Future outlook
Where will the banks be in two to three years? “Work 

remains to rebuild trust, earnings and ratings, but bad times 
won’t last forever,” Smith says. 

Still interested in the industry, Smith is widening her 
job options to include education, health care and nonprofit 
organizations. She wants to stay in Michigan. Despite the 
state’s economic challenges, she values its many plusses, 
citing some of the finest healthcare and higher education in 
the country.

“We also have that ‘pull yourself up by the bootstraps’ 
Midwest attitude that should get us through,” she says. 

She’s counting on it. While pursuing a new job niche, 
Smith is busy with extra volunteer work and serving on 
professional boards. She’s also enjoyed extra time with her 
husband and three children. 

A recent family ski trip refreshed her — but it wasn’t 
without incident. “I hit a patch of powdery snow and 
performed a big belly flop right in front of everyone,” she 
laughingly admits. 

In quick order, Rebecca Smith was back on her feet  
and ready for another run. It’s that invaluable spirit of 
perseverance that Smith can take all the way to the bank 
— or anywhere else, for that matter. n

Mary Gunderson-Switzer is a freelance writer living in Warner 
Robins, Ga.

Bank notes

Years in the banking industry have brought life lessons for Smith. 
Among the golden nuggets she’s learned along the way:

Welcome feedback
Input is good and necessary — don’t shy away from it. “Being out of 
touch with the truth means being unaware of how to make positive 
changes. Welcome feedback from everyone.”  

Stay trusting
Life is not fair — it’s how you react that matters. In an increasingly 
“get them before they get you” world, Smith acknowledges that some 
believe it’s foolish to be trusting. “I trust people until I have a good 
reason not to. And even then, I try to re-establish the relationship for 
greater good. In the end, you come out ahead.”

Accentuate the positive
Is the glass half-empty or half-full? What you tell yourself may have 
the biggest effect on overcoming obstacles. “I read that it takes about 
10,000 times of practicing something before you completely master it, 
and we must first believe.” 

Go with the flow
Having been through three bank shake-ups, Smith knows the value of 
being adaptable. “Life often means changing course. You have only two 
choices: give up or make something good out of it. At any point, any of 
us can be on the cusp of a great, new adventure.” s

“Good bank leadership means continuous, effective communication inside and outside the 
organization. We need a broad range of information and divergent opinions to be wise and innovative. 

Frankly, we need to be better listeners.”
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Going for the Gold
OU’s head team physician is an Olympic-caliber sports medicine specialist By Amy Lynn Smith

Olympic dreams typically are a lifetime in the making. But these 
aspirations are sometimes shared by more than just the world-class athletes who 
are the stars of the global games.

That’s certainly true for Jim Moeller, M.D., the team doctor for Oakland 
University’s sports programs. He was selected to serve as the chief medical 
officer for the U.S. Olympic team in the 2010 Olympic Winter Games in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada — a dream come true for the Troy, 
Mich.-based sports medicine specialist.

Dr. Moeller spent a month in Vancouver, overseeing a staff of about  
60 medical professionals and working with more than 200 athletes from  
various U.S. teams, with the aim of keeping them healthy to compete at the 
highest levels.

“It was a great honor to be selected by my country to be in charge of the 
medical care for one of the ultimate sporting events in the world,” Dr. Moeller 
says. “As a medical team, we were able to support our athletes in the best 
Winter Olympics that an American team has ever had.”

Much like the Olympic athletes, Dr. Moeller had years of preparation, fueled 
by his enthusiasm as an Olympic Games spectator when he was a teenager. 
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Going for the Gold
OU’s head team physician is an Olympic-caliber sports medicine specialist By Amy Lynn Smith

Later on, after graduating from the Michigan State 
University College of Human Medicine, he volunteered to 
work with the U.S. Olympic Committee (USOC) in 1996. 

After moving up on the waiting list, he was invited in 
2002 to serve in various capacities, such as working as the 
in-house physician at one of the Olympic training centers 
for several weeks.

Raising the bar
Through the years, Dr. Moeller was invited to multi-

sport events at increasingly higher levels of competition, 
which led to an opportunity to serve at the 2006 Olympic 
Games in Torino, Italy. 

Then he grabbed for the gold — and was rewarded, 
being chosen as the chief medical officer for the U.S. 
Olympic team in the Vancouver winter games.

To earn this coveted spot, Dr. Moeller was evaluated by 
members of the USOC at various events in which he 
volunteered, much as the way athletes are judged in 
competition. 

“They want to see what kind of care you provide and 
how well you work in a pressure-cooker situation such as 
an international sporting event,” Dr. Moeller explains. 
“They decide whether you’re the type of person they’d like 
to have with them at the Olympic Games.”

After receiving the committee’s approval, Dr. Moeller 
began weeks of administrative preparation before 
decamping to Vancouver. There, his most visible role was 
serving as media spokesperson regarding athletic injuries.

Yet what the public didn’t see was perhaps the more 
important task.

Dr. Moeller explains that athletes often come to the 
games with nagging aches and pains or may be recovering 
from significant injuries. In that case, the goal is to perform 
maintenance medical care so the athletes can train and 
compete at the highest possible level. 

“We do our best to stay out of the spotlight and keep 
the athletes out there doing their thing,” Dr. Moeller says. 

Back on the home front
With the conclusion of the games and his return home 

to Michigan, Dr. Moeller has remained extremely busy. 
This year, he took over as the head team physician for 
Oakland University, having served as a volunteer physician 
assisting his predecessor and professional partner, Sami 
Rifat, M.D. 

Drs. Moeller and Rifat operate Sports Medicine 
Associates in Auburn Hills, Mich., where they treat every 
aspect of sports-related conditions. During his extended 
stay in Vancouver, Dr. Moeller says that Dr. Rifat covered 
not only their private practice but also the care of the OU 
athletic teams (a position for which he continues to 
volunteer).

Dr. Moeller, who is also on staff at Beaumont Hospitals, 
says the field of sports medicine encompasses not just 

obvious injuries, such as sprains, strains and dislocations, 
but issues including exercise-induced asthma and cardiac 
conditions. 

“There’s a great diversity of things that can happen to 
an athlete that makes this an interesting field of medicine,” 
he says. 

As for his adventure at the Olympic Games, Dr. Moeller 
says he is grateful to his wife, Marlo, and three daughters, 
Lindsay, Hannah and Kelsey, for their support in helping 
him achieve his dream.

“It was a thrilling opportunity to be part of something 
that means so much to me personally, for my nation and 
my love of sport and the Olympic Games, in particular,”  
he says. n

Amy Lynn Smith is a freelance writer from Birmingham, Mich.

Jim Moeller, M.D., served as chief medical officer for the U.S. 
Olympic team this past winter in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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If it hadn’t been for the San Francisco earthquake of 1989,  
Colin Campbell, CAS ’00, may never have ended up as one of the first Western 
photographers to capture the breach of the Berlin Wall.

As a construction photographer who moved to the Bay area in the 1970s, 
Campbell was used to fairly steady work. Yet new construction business  
was at a standstill after the earthquake, which measured a huge 6.9 on the 
Richter scale.

The temporary lull gave the Detroit-born son of a General Motors engineer 
the opportunity to visit his mother, a lampshade maker and quilter in Paris, and 
explore Europe. He booked an overnight train from Paris to Berlin, and the rest, 
as they say, is history.

Campbell arrived at the Brandenburg Gate early November 9, 1989, to  
find a group of young men sharing a single sledgehammer, beating on the 
concrete wall. Instinctively, he grabbed his camera and captured two rolls  
of images that one critic has called “iconic.”

“I walked into this unbelievable photo op,” says Campbell. “At one point 
they threw a rope around a piece of wall that said ‘Hilflos’ (German for 
“helpless”) and pulled until all that was left standing was the word ‘help.’”

On the 20th anniversary of the collapse of the Berlin Wall, Campbell 
displayed his images in a solo gallery exhibit, one that will continue at  
UC-Berkeley later this year. Campbell’s photography career began at OU in 
1967, where he worked for the Oakland Observer, a student newspaper. 
“This was a political activist era, and I used my camera to become involved  
in the issues of the day,” says Campbell.

The end of the Vietnam War and the start of a family left Campbell, now  
64 and a grandfather of two, just a few credits short of graduation. Ten years 
ago, he finally finished them to earn his OU degree.

“It was a feeling of accomplishment, 30 years later,” he says. 
Campbell never practiced photojournalism again after that morning in 

Berlin, and has instead continued to photograph construction and urban 
projects. “All photographers dream of capturing a moment of importance,”  
he says. “I felt this was it.” n

By Alice Rhein, a freelance writer from Huntington Woods, Mich. 

Capturing history in the making By Alice Rhein
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“All photographers dream of capturing a moment of importance.” – Colin Campbell

Right place, right time
A stroke of luck took Colin 
Campbell through Berlin in 
November 1989, where he 
captured these enduring 
images of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. As Campbell loaded his 
camera, crowds of West 
Germans began to dismantle 
the notorious concrete curtain 
that had divided Germany, 
heralding the end of the bitter 
polemics of the Cold War. “I 
knew I was documenting the 
end of an era,” he says. 
Campbell recently exhibited his 
photography at a gallery in 
San Francisco, Calif.
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Molly Brodak is a woman who follows her heart. And, when it came 
to the creation of her award-winning poetry collection, she followed her head, 
too.

Much of her collection, A Little Middle of the Night, which won the 
prestigious 2009 Iowa Poetry Prize and was published through the Iowa 
University Press this March, was written while Brodak, CAS ’05, was recovering 
from surgery to remove a brain tumor.

Fortunately, the surgery and recovery were both successful — as were the 
poems inspired in part by her experience. The book’s title, in fact, refers to the 
coma Brodak slipped into for a couple of days, at a time when she should have 
been coming out of anesthesia after surgery.

“It was really interesting to me because, of course, I don’t remember any of 
it, so there was just this blankness and it came and went, and you can never 

Word weaver 
Prize-winning poet finds inspiration from an unlikely source By Amy Lynn Smith
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understand it, but it happened,” she explains. “It was just 
this momentary lapse … and then it was over.” 

No easy answers
A Little Middle of the Night is organized into three 

sections. One deals with the conflicted emotions she has 
about her childhood with a father who was sometimes 
absent from her life.

The second section grapples with the experience of her 
brain tumor. “So much of what turned into the book came 
out of those intense fears and feelings I had,” she explains. 
“If I hadn’t gone through that, I don’t know if I could have 
written that way.”

The third section of A Little Middle of the Night is 
devoted to the subject of art, a discipline of great interest 
to Brodak, who initially studied painting and drawing 
before deciding she wanted to write. 

“I didn’t want to just put a big pink bow on the book 
and write some trite happy ending,” Brodak explains. 
“After all, art doesn’t have the easy answers, just like life 
doesn’t, but it gives you the place to go ponder it, at least.”

Not settling for easy answers seems fitting for Brodak, 
who hasn’t chosen an easy life path. After all, when she 
was studying at OU she thought being a poet “sounded like 
being a cobbler or some old-fashioned thing that doesn’t 
exist anymore,” she admits.

A passion for language
However, Professor of English Ed Haworth Hoeppner, 

Ph.D., encouraged Brodak to pursue poetry after seeing 
just two of her poems. Brodak gives him an enormous 

amount of credit for urging her to pursue what she admits 
has been a lifelong love of words.

Brodak says she couldn’t deny the passion that began 
when she was a little girl, stapling together pieces of paper 
to make books about what she’d done that day. And she 
didn’t let the fact that poetry is rarely anyone’s sole means 
of support stop her from pursuing her heart’s desire.

Even now, having won one of the most important 
prizes in the world of poetry, Brodak still gets rejection 
letters — which she actually thinks is good. “People are 
judging you on the poems themselves,” she says, “and I 
respect that.”

After receiving a bachelor’s degree in English from OU, 
Brodak went on to earn a Master of Fine Arts in creative 
writing from West Virginia University. She now works as a 
lecturer in English and Humanities at Augusta State 
University in Georgia. “A good day job for a poet,” she says.

 “One of the things that inspires me is working with 
students who are at the age I was when I was really getting 
excited about writing,” Brodak explains. “That state of 
energy keeps me disciplined about my own writing.”

Having pursued what she describes as an “obscure” 
vocation with her eyes wide open, Brodak remains true to 
the attitude that motivated her to submit her work to the 
Iowa Press in the first place.

“All I care about is my vision,” she says. “Every 
successful poet I’ve ever met has the same story of letting 
all the details work themselves out. And if you’re sticking 
to what you’re trying to do, I guess it really does happen 
that way.” n

Amy Lynn Smith is a freelance writer from Birmingham, Mich.

S
ib

le
y 

S
tu

di
os

, A
ug

us
ta

, G
a.

S
ib

le
y 

S
tu

di
os

, A
ug

us
ta

, G
a.

Ja
ke

 B
lo

ck
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy



30     Oakland University Magazine | Spring / Summer 2010

Good news: Your child might be more normal 
than you think.

Just ask James Windell, MA ’72. He reassures parents 
all the time by e-mail, in his weekly columns and even  
in books. 

“I get questions and concerns from parents literally 
daily,” says Windell, a psychotherapist, writer and 
parenting expert. “An Australian mother e-mailed me 
Sunday: ‘My daughter who is four insists that I call her 
Thomas the Tank Engine. Is it normal?’”

Don’t take the little things so seriously, 
says Windell, adding that it could be as 
simple as a four-year-old’s desire to play 
make believe, as in the Australian’s case. 
Parents look at child development books 
or charts and worry that their child isn’t 
toilet-trained, or doesn’t share with 
friends or throws temper tantrums, 
says Windell.

“I don’t think parents understand 
kids, and I think that’s become a 
bigger problem,” says Windell, who 
attributes that in part to families 
being smaller and girls not 
babysitting. “You become a parent 

and you have no clue as to what a 

Parenting 101
OU alum provides expert advice on raising kids without losing your mind By Cara Catallo

toddler is supposed to do, or a four- or five-year-old. I’m 
reminded of this every day, and I have examples from 
around the world.”

Don’t worry just yet: “Almost anything they bring up is 
normal or within the normal range,” Windell says.

Tempering emotions
As a clinical psychologist for the Oakland County 

Circuit Court, Windell knows all too well when to be 
concerned. There he conducts anger group therapy with 
delinquent adolescents. He also leads ADEPT — After 
Divorce Effective Parenting Together — an eight-week 
high-conflict post-divorce group program Windell 
designed with a former coworker. 

“I think anybody working with people in a high-
conflict divorce relationship would acknowledge that it’s 
extremely difficult,” Windell says. “It’s intense, but also 
rewarding … people do change.”

Tempering emotions is par for the course in 
psychotherapy, a field that enthralled Windell from his 
first undergraduate psychology course. Now a teacher 
himself at Wayne State University, Windell is also the 
author of about a dozen books — he says he doesn’t keep 
track — on topics ranging from ADHD postpartum 
depression and child discipline strategies. He has a book 
about surviving high-conflict divorce due out this fall, 
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Take Control of Your Divorce: Strategies to Stop Fighting 
and Start Co-parenting, and several others in the works.

Juggling act
Windell’s professional writing career started with a 

parenting column in the Clarkston News in 1975. Before 
long he added music reviewer to his resume, all while 
maintaining a private practice. Windell went on to work at 
the Observer & Eccentric newspapers and eventually 
became jazz critic at the Oakland Press, which also ran his 
“Coping with Kids” parenting column for 23 years. The 
column still appears weekly in the Staten Island Advance.

“I’ve always seemed to need to have several things 
going on at the same time,” Windell says. “I was working 
with people with problems in the daytime. At night in the 
newspaper work I was typically interviewing and working 
with and reviewing people at the top of their game.”  

It also helped Windell become versatile. From leading 
families through an uncomfortable court-ordered 
relationship, to writing books and answering parenting 
questions at allexperts.com, Windell gets things done, 
something he attributes in part to his time at OU. 

1.	 Yelling. Most children of “yellers” 
soon learn to tune it out. Most 
children respond better to a calm, 
reasonable request or command.

2.	 Demanding immediate compliance. 
Most people don’t respond well to 
demands to “do it now.” A respectful 
or firm request — with praise or 
reward for good behavior — is a 
better approach.

3.	 Nagging. Parents who try to be 
lenient or permissive often resort to 
nagging — until they explode. Better 
to make a firm, consistent request 
with a clear limit and consequences if 
the task is not completed.

4.	 Lecturing and advice-giving. 
Lecturing, like yelling, is often tuned 
out, while advice given under the 
wrong circumstances can be useless. 
Instead, let them be the “experts” by 
asking them questions related to the 
issue.

5.	 Taking anger out on kids. Angry 
responses by parents can lead to 
actions or language that can stick 
with kids for a long time. If you 
overreact, apologize — and admit 
that you’re only human, too.

6.	 Shaming and belittling. Sometimes 
casual remarks (“Why are you 
acting like a baby?”) can cause 
children to feel smaller, inadequate, 
less intelligent or more insecure. 
Remember that words can carry more 
weight than you intend, so keep it 
positive.

7.	 Setting traps. Some parents who 
tend to be authoritarian try to catch 
their children in a lie to prove a 
point. It’s better to address an issue 
straightforward.

8.	 Imposing excessive guilt. Making 
children feel responsible for the 
circumstances of their parents’ lives 
is symptomatic of those raised in 

dysfunctional families. A therapist, 
group counselor or support group 
can be helpful in finding the root of 
the problem.

9.	 Physical punishment. Parents who 
hit or physically punish children 
often instill hostility and resentment 
instead of respect. Using self-
discipline and the head — instead 
of the hand — is a more effective 
approach.

10.	Coercion. Dragging a frightened child 
into the doctor’s office, for instance, 
shows a parent asserting a need for 
control rather than empathizing with 
a child’s fears. Offering them choices 
(“Do you want me to hold your 
hand?”) allows for some measure of 
control but leaves no question that 
they’re going into the office. s

Source: www.theologic.com

James Windell’s 10 worst discipline mistakes parents make

“Those instructors were tough and taught well. It 
helped prepare me for everything I’ve done ever since,” 
says Windell. “After I graduated I was working with the 
psychological clinic at the Oakland County Circuit Court, 
and I got to be with people from all over the country who 
were in Ph.D. programs. I had a chance to compare what I 
learned at OU with what they were learning, and we were 
on equal footing.”

Windell’s many years in the field allow him to approach 
the trials of parenthood with the proper perspective. 

“So many parents think their kids are so dysfunctional 
and nothing good will ever happen and that they’ll end up 
very dysfunctional people,” he says. “It’s good to see that 
these children survive and most of them, no matter how 
awful they seemed, get through that and become OK 
adults who become loving parents,” Windell says. 

“I guess that’s the advantage of getting on in years; you 
can look back and maintain a sense of humor because most 
children turn out just fine.” n

Cara Catallo is a freelance writer from Clarkston, Mich., and the 
mother of an 8-year-old. So far, she has managed to keep her mind.
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Shaping the future of medicine
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The Oakland University William Beaumont 
School of Medicine will be the first new medical school 
to open in Michigan in more than a generation, and with its 
arrival, comes a new model for medical education that will 
impact health care for generations to come. 

The innovative curriculum will prepare physicians 

who practice patient-centered care and who are uniquely 

trained to meet — and embrace — the demands of 21st 

century medicine. 

The School of Medicine, a groundbreaking partnership 

between Oakland University and Beaumont Hospitals, 

promises to significantly advance medical education, 

accelerate Michigan’s transition to a knowledge-based 

economy and attract medical, academic and business 

leaders from across the nation and around the world.

The school will begin instruction in August 2011. 

Watch our progress. oakland.edu/medicine n

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY WILLIAM BEAUMONT 



Engineering for tomorrow
In Korea, business professor helps develop a new field of study By Sandra Beckwith

In a competitive global economy, businesses today are looking for every 
advantage to become faster, leaner and more efficient. Now, a new academic 
discipline — led by an OU professor — is being created at a university in South 
Korea, where students will learn to integrate business principles, physics, and 
computer and engineering disciplines as a means of serving management in a 
more scientific way. 

Vijayan Sugumaran, Ph.D., professor of Management Information Systems  
in the School of Business Administration, was selected to help establish an 
academic major in service systems management and engineering (SSME) at 
Sogang University in Seoul, South Korea. 

SSME is an emerging field that aims to apply science, management, and 
engineering disciplines to help companies establish systems that improve the 
delivery of services or the manufacture of products. 

Backed by a $10 million, three-year grant from the Korean government 
(Korea Research Foundation), Sugumaran and 11 other professors — six from 
Sogang and six from other universities — will shape and teach the new 
curriculum. This multidisciplinary approach focuses on business processes, 
emphasizing the roles of business leaders and employees in achieving objectives 
while considering how their actions may impact other people or services. 
Service systems are complex systems that attempt to create value by integrating 
people, technology, internal and external systems, and shared information or 
knowledge. 

“In the auto industry, engineers in a conventional work environment might 
focus on designing a component with a single criterion — maybe the part needs 
to be lightweight,” Dr. Sugumaran says. “With a service systems engineering 
approach, those engineers might also take into account how a mechanic will 
get to the part to repair or replace it, too. This adds more value to the process. 
In the SSME approach, the focus shifts from the product to service; the product 
is treated simply as a mechanism to provide service to customers and maintain a 
long term relationship.”

The concept extends beyond the manufacturer to suppliers, as well, he  
says. “In SSME, we also look to improve communication between suppliers,”  
Dr. Sugumaran says. “When all the vendors involved start talking to each other, 
they have a better understanding of how their components are interrelated and 
can make relevant improvements or adjustments.” 

Another example he cites comes from information technology, his area of 
expertise. “There is increasing global concern about how we can dispose of 
technology products so that they don’t harm the environment,” he says. “With 
the conventional approach, safe disposal is secondary. But in the service science 
environment, concerns around ‘green’ practices and issues are elevated.”

Preparing service scientists
The new SSME major at Sogang will combine knowledge from business 

management, physics, and computer engineering for an initial enrollment of  
40 students. A co-principal investigator, Sugumaran is teaching a course in 
service systems analysis and design. 
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Dr. Sugumaran is spending the 2010 calendar year at 
Sogang University. During the subsequent two years, he 
will spend one academic semester teaching and conducting 
research at Sogang, returning to OU for the alternate 
semesters. He previously has collaborated with a Sogang 
computer science professor on research on a number of 
topics, generating several journal and conference papers 
and, recently, a book entitled, Applied Software Product 
Line Engineering. 

“Our goal in Korea is to prepare students to be service 
scientists,” Dr. Sugumaran explains. “During the grant 
period, we will determine how to train them so that when 
they graduate, they meet the expectations and needs of 
companies looking for employees who understand and 
embrace SSME.” 

Bringing it back home
One of his challenges is generating classroom 

discussion — something that is not as common in Korea  
as it is in American universities. “Korean students are very 
obedient,” he says. “It will take a little while to get them 
comfortable talking in class because that’s counter to  
their culture.”

Much of what Dr. Sugumaran learns in his experience 
at Sogang will find its way back to OU, he says, perhaps 
applied to an SSME certificate program or a master’s 
program. Offering an SSME curriculum would place OU in 
elite company, he points out, as only a handful of U.S. 
colleges or universities currently offer SSME instruction. 
Students graduating from those schools are in demand from 
employers such as IBM and Cisco Systems, Inc. 

“More and more service companies worldwide are 
looking for graduates with this broader knowledge base,” 
he says. “They want them to be more than engineers — 
they must wear many hats.”

While Dr. Sugumaran’s mission to help launch Sogang’s 
SSME curriculum means traveling halfway around the 
world, it’s a transition that he says he and his wife 
welcome. “I am very excited about having an opportunity 
to do something new and different in a very different 
environment.” n

Sandra Beckwith is a freelance writer from Fairport, N.Y.

Vijayan Sugumaran, Ph.D., professor of Management 
Information Systems, is spending this year working with 
colleagues at Sogang University in Seoul, South Korea, to 
establish a new major there in the highly specialized field 
of service systems management and engineering.
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OUAA Board of Directors 

Board Chair: Greggory Garrett, SECS ‘97

Kimberly Adams, CAS ‘93

Joseph Angileri, SBA ‘80

Stanley Babiuk, SECS ‘73

Beth Benson, SBA ‘81

Joseph Davidson, CAS ‘71

Mary Jo Dawson, SEHS ‘92

Lisa Flynn, CAS ‘89

John Ganfield, SBA ‘81 

Joseph Gardella Jr., CAS ‘77

James Getchell, SECS ‘67

Garry Gilbert, MA ‘02, CAS ‘95

Johnna Goodwin, SBA ‘85

Gregory Grabowski, BGS ‘91

Julie Granthen, MBA ‘87, CAS ‘81

Lynn Gross, SBA ‘87

John Hruska Jr., MBA ‘89, BGS ‘86

Adam Kochenderfer, CAS ‘02

Michael Michalak, CAS ‘68

Teresa Stayer, SHS ‘84

Cynthia Thieme, SBA ‘94

Anthony Thornton, CAS ‘76

We would like to extend our appreciation 
to our board members for their hard work, 
dedication and generous giving of their 
time and talent to our Alumni programs.

Check out what we’ve been up to! 

Alumnus Jonathan Crawford, SEHS ’76, (second from left) attended the Grizzly 
Gathering at the Breslin with his family to cheer on OU. 

Grizzlies gather at the Breslin
Nearly 90 alumni and friends made the trek to East Lansing to cheer on the Golden 
Grizzlies as they battled the Spartans on December 10. The Golden Grizzlies may not 
have won the game, but it was still a winning event for the attendees. l

OU at the Joe
The OUAA hosted two alumni 
events at Joe Louis Arena in 
January and March. On Jan. 14, 
alumni and guests gathered to 
watch the Detroit Red Wings 
triumph over the Carolina 
Hurricanes 3-1, with a pre-
game dinner in the Manhattan 
Room at the Joe. Alumni and 
friends got together on March 
24 to enjoy a pre-game dinner 
at Hockeytown followed by 
exciting action on the ice as the Detroit Red Wings beat the 
St. Louis Blues with a score of 4-2. l

This is an OU family! From left to right, it’s Howard Kuisell; current OU student 
and Student Alumni Association e-board member Rachel Butler; her mom, Nancy 
Butler, MAT ’85, CAS ’79; and dad John Butler, CAS ’79.

Friendly holiday cheer
The Black Alumni Chapter hosted its annual Just Friends Holiday Celebration 
on December 13 in the Oakland Center. It was a huge success, with 200 alumni 
and friends enjoying food, music and dancing well into the night. l
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Outstanding alumni celebrated 
In recognition of their contributions to the community and the 
university, nine outstanding alumni and friends were honored 
at the annual Alumni Awards Banquet on November 7, 2009. l

(back row, left to right) Beth Gotthelf, CAS ’80; Oakland County 
Executive L. Brooks Patterson; Kenneth McMillan, M.D., CAS ’72; 
Jonathan Crawford, SEHS ’76; and Jackie Long, SON ’70;  
(front row, left  to right) Oakland University President Gary 
Russi, Ph.D.; Cindy Thieme, SBA ’94; Kevin Grazier, Ph.D.,  
CAS ’87; Paul McGhee, Ph.D., CAS ’63; and Ron May.

Grizzlies get a glimpse of Michigan government
More than 30 OU alumni and students participated in OU 
Day at the Capitol on March 9. Attendees visited with alumni 
legislators and toured the Michigan Capitol, Michigan 
Historical Center and the Michigan Hall of Justice/State 
Supreme Court. l

Alumni and students  
gathered for OU Day at the Capitol this March. 

Alumni came home to OU
Oakland University’s second annual homecoming 

weekend — four days of fun that began Feb. 4 — was 
a smashing success and included some special 
OUAA-sponsored events.

The Alumni Hospitality Tent, a new addition to 
this year’s festivities, was a great opportunity for 

alumni, fans and friends to gather before the game. 
OUAA partnered with Buffalo Wild Wings to provide 

a tailgate-like atmosphere in a tent outside the O’rena, 
where a good time was had by all.

There was also the OUAA Family Festival, now in its sixth year and part 
of homecoming weekend for two consecutive years. Nearly 400 alumni 
and family members attended the festival, which was held in the lower 
level of the Rec Center and featured inflatable toys and games including 
the bungee run, a Velcro wall and a giant slide. Other activities such 
as an arts and crafts area and gymnastics camp, along with tailgate 
snacks, meant food and fun for everyone. l
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We want to hear from you ALUMNI

Send us the latest information about you or your accomplishments for future 
publication in Class Notes. You may include a photo, either a print or high 
resolution (300 dpi) digital file if you have one. Class Notes are printed on a 
space-available basis. Return this form to the address below. 

My News 

 Mr.   Mrs.  Miss

Name 

Maiden Name 

Spouse Name 

Class Year

Major 

Degree

 Check here if this is a new address    

Home Address 

City 						      State 

ZIP +4				    Country

Home # (           ) 			   Work # (           ) 

E-mail 

Company 

Address 

Title

MEMBERSHIP An Oakland University 
Alumni Association membership offers many 
benefits — on campus and off. Campus 
benefits include opportunities for service and 
leadership, borrowing privileges at Kresge 
Library, a reduced rate for OU Recreation 
Center membership, discounts around campus 
and invitations to special alumni events. 
Community benefits include reduced rates with 
Liberty Mutual Group Savings Plan, GradMed 
short-term health insurance and discounted 
memberships in the Detroit Institute of Arts. For 
details, check oualumni.com. 

Alumni Membership 
For those who have received a degree from OU. 

___ $35 Regular Alumni Membership

___ $60 Two-year Alumni Membership

       both OU graduates
___ $60 Married Alumni Membership	

___ $100 Two-year Married Membership 

Friends of OUAA
For those who wish to be connected to OU but 
did not receive a degree from the university. 

___ $50 Friends of the OUAA Membership

___ $90 Two-year Friends Membership 

I/We would like to contribute 
$__________________  
to the Oakland University Alumni Association  
Scholarship Endowment Fund. 

Enclosed is a check payable to
      Oakland University.

Please charge my  VISA or  
MasterCard

Amount $

Print name as it appears on card

Expiration Date		

Card Number

Signature

I am interested in volunteer opportunities, 
      please add me to your list. 

Please send me information on how to
      include OU in my estate plan. 

I am interested in other giving 
      opportunities at OU.

Mail to: Alumni Association, Oakland University 
              2200 North Squirrel Road, Rochester, MI 48309-4401
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OUAA introduces the Student 
Alumni Association

Membership makes a difference  

Launched in January 2010, 
the Student Alumni 
Association (SAA) is an 
on-campus student 
organization intended to 
bring students together to 
promote OU pride, 
tradition and spirit. 
Sponsored by the Oakland 
University Alumni Association, the SAA is 
designed to help students establish valuable alumni 
connections that will enhance their professional network long 
after graduation and provide opportunities that strengthen 
lifelong loyalty to OU. After all, it’s not just what you know, but 
who you know: SAA connects students with nearly 3,000 
OUAA members and more than 80,000 OU alumni worldwide. 

SAA membership dues are $10 per year or $30 for a life 
membership (up to four years). Students who join SAA receive 
a membership package that includes an official SAA T-shirt, 
water bottle and membership card. Throughout the year,  
SAA members will be kept informed of upcoming events, 
programs, promotions and even scholarship opportunities 
through a members-only monthly e-newsletter. Members  
also receive priority registration for professional and 
leadership development opportunities and events such as 
Dinner with a Dozen Grizzlies and the Student-to-Alumni 
Power Networking Dinner. 

Currently, there are more than 100 SAA members. Do you 
know a student who would be interested? For more 
information on SAA, visit oualumni.com/saa or e-mail 
saa@oakland.edu. l

OU alumni and OUAA members share their 
passion for OU by staying connected and 
involved through membership in the OUAA.  
Several notable alumni 
volunteered to share their 
stories and their passion in a 
promotional piece mailed to 
nearly 34,000 alumni in 
March. The alumni 
featured described how 
OU made a difference in 
their careers and how, as 
an OUAA member, you 
can make an impact on 
future and current OU 
students. Visit us online 
at oualumni.com and 
see how you can make 
a difference, too. l

Save these dates: 

UPCOMING 
OUAA events

Plan some summer fun with the OUAA. To register for 
these events, visit grizzlink.oualumni.com/events or call 
(248) 364-6140.

OU Day at the Zoo 
Saturday, June 12 | 11 a.m.

Join your fellow alumni and friends to discover the 
latest attractions at the Detroit Zoo. Listen to a special 
zookeeper talk, gather for delicious picnic fare and tour 
the grounds. OUAA members and their guests will 
receive a free commemorative gift. Cost is $20 for adults 
and $10 for children 12 and under. Ticket price includes 
zoo admission, lunch and zookeeper talk.

OUAA Golf Challenge
Monday, July 19 
11:30 a.m. registration | 1 p.m. shotgun start 
R&S Sharf Golf Course, Oakland University

Register now for the OUAA Golf Challenge. Gather with 
fellow alumni and friends for this annual golf outing that 
benefits the OUAA Scholarship Program. OUAA members 
and their guests are invited to take advantage of a special 
rate of $150. For non-members, the early bird ticket price 
is $175 until June 14.  After June 14, the cost for non-
members is $200. Cost includes 18 holes of golf, boxed 
lunch, afterglow reception and player gift. Registration 
deadline is July 2, 2010. Sponsorship opportunities 
are available. Contact Bris Roberts at (248) 364-6140 or 

villanu2@oakland.edu 
for sponsorship details.

OU Day at 
Comerica Park
Wednesday, Aug. 4 
5:30 p.m. pre-game 
reception | 7:05 p.m. 
game

Don’t miss the 
OUAA’s sixth annual OU 

Night at Comerica Park as the Tigers take on the 
Chicago White Sox. Seats are located in the mezzanine 
level, section 216. Tickets are limited to the first 200 
people so register today! Tickets are $25 for OUAA 
members and guests and $30 for non-members and 
guests and include pre-game dinner at the park and  
game ticket. l



As an alumnus of Oakland University, you remember what it was 

like to cheer for the black and gold at sporting events, to 

participate in student organizations and programs, to show your 

school spirit in everything you did. 

Remain connected to your alma mater and share your experiences 

with future generations of Golden Grizzlies by joining our growing 

team of Alumni Admissions Ambassadors.

By volunteering as an ambassador at events such as regional and 

national college fairs and on-campus visit programs, you can share 

your enthusiasm for Oakland with prospective students and their 

families, providing them with a valuable, genuine connection as  

they explore their college options. Through your own collegiate 

and professional successes, you will illustrate the benefits of the  

OU experience.

The Alumni Admissions Ambassador Program (AAAP) invites  

you to learn more about volunteer opportunities. 

Call (248) 370-GRIZ and speak with the program 

coordinator about how to get involved with the AAAP.

E-mail aaap@oakland.edu with your name and 

graduation year, and any questions you may have about  

the AAAP program.

Log on to oakland.edu/aaap to view a list of 

upcoming events for Alumni Admissions Ambassadors,  

sample training materials, news stories on our  

volunteers and pictures from recent events.

FAST FACTS

•	Ambassadors have served the university at more

than 100 undergraduate recruitment events

•	Just a few hours per year from each ambassador 

makes a big difference in our recruitment efforts

•	Everyone can participate — OU graduates from 

1967 to 2010 are actively engaged in the AAAP
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Become an Alumni Admissions 
Ambassador for OU

Show your pride

“The presence of alumni at admissions events conveys the pride and commitment OU alumni have for the university. It sends a message to future students and families that they are about to become part of something bigger than simply getting an education.”     Tom Schramski, SECS ‘78
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OUAA surveys alumni to improve future efforts
In September 2009, the OUAA conducted an electronic survey asking alumni 
to evaluate its performance and provide feedback on how it can improve. More 
than 2,000 alumni (11 percent) responded, sharing their opinions, experiences 
and interest in their alma mater. This valuable feedback will guide the OUAA in 
evaluating future alumni programs, communications and benefits to better serve 
OU alumni. 

Best of the Aegean and Greek 
Isles Luxury Cruise
Sept. 21 – Oct. 4, 2010

Cost depends on stateroom choice*

Experience the legendary lands of the 
Eastern Mediterranean, where the past 
comes to life, aboard the beautifully 
appointed 684-passenger Oceania 
Nautica. Be swept away in the ship’s 
intimate atmosphere while enjoying 
upscale amenities and the finest cuisine 
at sea. The voyage visits Istanbul, 
Kusadasi, Delos, Mykonos, Santorini, 
Rhodes, Crete, Monemvasia, Katakolon, 
Corfu, Zakynthos, Nauplion and Athens. 
Explore ancient ruins and superb sights 
at ports of call along the way. 

For a great getaway, go with the Grizzlies

Rockies Highlights by Train
Oct. 2 – 10, 2010 

$3,099 per person, double occupancy*

Savor the grandeur of the Canadian 
Rockies with an overnight rail journey 
from Vancouver to Jasper aboard VIA 
Rail’s The Canadian. Relax in the Dome 
car and experience panoramic views of 
the Albreda Icefields and, on a clear day, 
Mt. Robson — the highest peak in the 
Rockies. Arrive in Jasper where you’ll 
see the dramatic Maligne Canyon and its 
picture-perfect lake. Other destinations 
include Lake Louise, Banff and Calgary. 

Historical Reflections –  
Oceania Cruises Barcelona  
to Athens (Piraeus) 
April 2 – 13, 2011  

From $3,499 per person, 
double occupancy  
(including airfare)*

Uncover the cultural and 
historical riches of 
the Mediterranean 
while cruising 
on the elegant 
Oceania Cruises’ 
Insignia. Lose 
yourself at sea in the comfort and 
luxuries of fine cuisine, upscale 
amenities, a staff devoted to your 
every need, and lavishly-appointed 
staterooms. Depart from Barcelona on 
this extraordinary cruise and traverse 
the deep blue sea to some of Europe’s 
most enthralling ports. Immerse yourself 
in the sights and sounds of France, 
Monaco, Italy, Greece, and Turkey, each 
destination with something distinctive 
to experience. A true Mediterranean 
odyssey! 

OUAA members and their travel companions can take advantage of great 
packages and prices through the OUAA Grizzlies Getaway travel program.

Here’s a summary of the key findings: 

•	 92 percent of respondents rated 
their decision to attend Oakland 
University as “good” or “great” 

•	 43 percent rated their student 
experience as excellent

•	 42 percent indicated that they had 
participated in “professional or 
career-related” activities during 
their tenure as students (compared 
to about 41 percent for most 
schools)

•	 32 percent said they intend to 
financially participate with the 
university and plan to continue 
(vs. 58 percent on average for all 
institutions in the study)

•	 Alumni want to know that the equity 
of their degree is improving and will 
continue to improve over time

•	 Time constraints, family/job 
commitments and not knowing 
anyone at an event are the three 
largest barriers to participation in 
alumni activities

Thank you to those who participated in 
this survey. More detailed information 
is available at oualumni.com. Watch for 
future updates as the OUAA makes every 
effort to better serve you. l

For more information on these and other available trips, visit oualumni.com/travel. l
*All prices subject to change.

SPECIAL OFFER  2 – for–1 CRUISE FARES  WITH FREE AIRFARE  IF BOOKED BY JULY 7, 2010
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•	 Among the 46 percent who identified 
themselves as “non-contributors,”  
30 percent indicated that they 
still promote OU to others either 
“regularly” or “all the time” 

•	 There is a linear relationship between 
era of graduation and the perceived 
effectiveness of communications 
between OU and alumni; younger 
alumni seem more concerned about 
being in the communications loop 

•	 Respondents identified the following 
life-preparatory activities as the most 
important:
1)	Academics and classes 
2)	Skills and training for careers 
3)	Relationship with faculty 
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CAREER/ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1960s
Andrew W. Hogarth, CAS ‘69, retired 
July 1, 2009, after 40 years with the  
State of Michigan Departments of 
Conservation, Natural Resources, and 
Environmental Quality. His last position 
was with the Department of 
Environmental Quality as chief of the 
Remediation and Redevelopment 
Division. On December 2, 2009, he 
received the Michigan Association of 
Environmental Professionals 2009 
Outstanding Environmental Professional 
Award for lifetime achievement. 

Judy Lehman,  
SEHS ‘67, is an 
illustrator for the 
Walnut Grove series  
of children’s books, 
which are authored by 
Lehman’s daughter-in-
law, Dana Lehman.  
The second book in the 
series, I DOUBLE Dare 
You! won the 2009 
Mom’s Choice Awards 
silver award for 
developing social skills. 

She is a retired schoolteacher 
and has been an artist for  

38 years, illustrating the  
Walnut Grove book series  

using watercolors.

Joan (Raisin) Peven Smith,  
SEHS ‘69, taught in the Oakland 

County public and private schools 
until 1986 when she moved to Miami, 
Fla. She is board of director emeritus of 
Florida International University and has 
been assisting with the new medical 
school. Smith has a keen interest in 
preventative medicine through healthy 
nutrition. She is one of the founders of 
the Food Studies Institute where she 
certifies teachers to teach courses on 
healthy nutrition in more than 340 
classrooms nationally. She is also a real 
estate agent for Cervera Real Estate, Inc., 
specializing in condominium sales. Her 
background as a reading specialist from 
the OU School of Education has been 
most helpful in her career as a volunteer 
and a professional. She credits Dr. 
Dorsey Hammond and (Distinguished 
Professor of Education) Dr. Ron Cramer. 
She is married to Harry Smith, and the 
couple has five children and eight 
grandchildren.

1970s
firms, as a partner in the firm’s 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich., office. 

Douglas Talley, Ph.D., SECS ’76, was 
formally appointed by AIAA President 
David W. Thompson on November 13, 
2009 as editor-in-chief of AIAA’s Journal 
of Propulsion and Power (JPP). Dr. Talley 
is senior research physical scientist with 
the Air Force Research Laboratory’s 
Propulsion Directorate Aerophysics 
Branch, Edwards AFB, Calif. He has 
served the past four years as an 
associate editor of JPP and has sat on 
the editorial board of Atomization and 
Sprays since 2003. In addition to being a 
senior member of AIAA, he is a member 
of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, and serves as treasurer of the 
Institute for Liquid Atomization and 
Spray Systems (Americas).

Diane Tate-Bolton, CAS ‘79, is 
communications director for Spectrum 
Human Services, Inc. & Affiliated 
Companies, and a part-time teacher at 
Wayne County Community College. She 
was previously a program associate for 
the Youth Development Commission. 

1980s
Robert Beckett, SBA ‘85, is proud to 
announce that his daughter Brittney is 
planning to attend Oakland University 
beginning in fall 2010 to study health 
sciences.

Allan Benedict, CAS ‘80, announced 
the 10-year anniversary of his company,  
A & K Research, Inc., a national 
marketing research and consulting  
firm located in Dearborn, Mich. The 
success and longevity of the company 
would not have been possible without 
the support of his wife, Kathleen, and  
his two sons, Allan and Ryan.

Linda (Greer) Clark, CAS ‘79, MA ‘80, 
obtained a Ph.D. in educational 
psychology from Wayne State University 
in 1997. She is a fully licensed 
psychologist currently working for the 
Warren Woods Public Schools. She also 
has a small private practice in Troy, 
Mich., and is presently writing a book on 
successfully living with chronic illnesses 
in which she describes her own journey 
with chronic Lyme disease.

Arthur Atkinson, SBA ‘76, retired from 
Ford Motor Company body engineering 
in 2007. He is now employed as manager 
of Bloomfield Village, Mich.

Kitty Dubin, SEHS ‘75, is a veteran 
playwright who authored The Blank Page, 
a tale of creative crisis that played during 
the 2009-10 season at the Jewish 
Ensemble Theatre in West Bloomfield, 
Mich.

Scott Nelson, SBA ‘77, was recently 
appointed as president of Burkland, Inc., 
a manufacturer of precision metal 
products to the automotive and industrial 
markets. He was previously employed  
at Acument Global Technologies for  
15 years in various leadership positions.

Ronald Reed, SBA ‘75, is president and 
CEO of Michigan Community Bancorp 
Ltd., in Sterling Heights.

Dennis Rozema, SEHS ‘76, is a crisis 
counselor for Birmingham Public 
Schools who has been suffering from 
polycystic kidney disease since his 30s. 
He recently had a lifesaving kidney 
transplant in Wisconsin and is on the 
road to recovery.

John R. 
Schmidt, SEHS 
‘79, has been 
promoted to 
administrative 
coordinator of 
Safe Schools, 
Lake County 
Schools in 
Tavares, Fla. He 
has served the 
district as a 
teacher and assistant principal during the 
past 30 years. 

Leslie Stein, 
CAS ‘76, a 
banking law 
attorney in 
private and 
corporate  
in-house 
practice for 
more than 29 
years, recently 
joined Plunkett 
Cooney, one of 

the Midwest’s oldest and largest law 
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George Quesnelle

Thank him for not smoking
You may recognize the product names from visits to the 
local pharmacy: Nicorette, NicoDerm, CQ and Commit. All 
are household names in smoking cessation, but at one time 
they were all prescription drugs. 

Thanks to George Quesnelle, SEHS ’78, these products 
made the move to over-the-counter sales, making them 
available to many more people. During his tenure with 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), the Detroit native helped move 
nearly a dozen products from prescription-only status to 
over-the-counter (OTC) sales. 

Over an 18-year span, his work for the pharmaceutical 
company took him around the world. Now working as a 
consultant for GSK and Pinney Associates, the 61-year-old 
Pittsburgh-area resident continues to work on helping make 
the “Rx to OTC switch.”

Quesnelle entered pharmaceutical sales in the late  
1970s — not with an MBA or marketing degree, but with a 
Master of Arts in the teaching of English from OU and an 
undergraduate degree in English and Speech from Eastern 
Michigan University. 

He had taught high school English in Royal Oak for eight 
years, but when the baby boomers began graduating and 
the student population dropped, Quesnelle, by then a father 
of two, found himself facing a probable lay-off. 

“It was a pretty big leap from being an English teacher to 
pharmaceutical sales, but I tried to do my best at every job  
I had,” says Quesnelle. 

In fact, he credits much of his success in the business  
world with his ability to write and to teach. “I do think there 
is a real place in business for a solid liberal arts degree,”  
he says.

From sales to sales manager to marketing and eventually to 
general management, Quesnelle worked his way to the top 
of the OTC market, where he learned the process of 
applying for FDA approval. He says Nicorette was a 
particularly exciting product to switch. 

“Most people will not go to their doctor to quit because 
they know the chances for failure are high and don’t want 
to fail publicly,” says Quesnelle. “That we were able to get 
the product out to help people make a solid attempt at 
quitting was very satisfying. Over the years, more than 
seven million people have quit smoking, using these 
products. I feel good about that.” n

By Alice Rhein, a Huntington Woods, Mich., freelance writer.
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Sweet songs for OU alum
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The career of Joel Frederiksen, CAS ’90, is playing out 
like a song. The busy bass operatic and oratorio soloist 
zigzags across the globe performing early music, and he 
was featured as the November 2009 cover story in the 
industry magazine Classical Singer.

 “I was totally surprised,” says Frederiksen. “The whole 
magazine was dedicated to early music, and I felt 
honored to be on the cover.”

Frederiksen wasn’t the only one surprised. 

“I got the magazine in the mail and I thought, ‘that’s 
a familiar face’ and sure enough it was Joel,” laughs 
Professor John-Paul White, who describes his former 
student as self-motivated and exceptional.

“It’s interesting the way things turned out for Joel,” 
White says. “He came to Oakland to be a lute major, an 
early music major, and decided to start studying voice. 
Turns out he had this phenomenal voice — and it kept 
improving.”

White’s guidance helped shape Frederiksen’s career 
focus. “When I was at OU it got more decided that I’m a 
singer, first, and secondly a lute player,” he says, adding 
that he and White have similar vocal ranges. “That was a 
real privilege to study with a great bass. He understood 
my voice a lot and gave me a lot of encouragement to 
hang in there.” 

And he did: Frederiksen went on to sing with the 
renowned Waverly Consort, among other impressive 
career feats and accolades, including OU’s Distinguished 
Musicianship Award in 1990 and Alumni of the Year in 
Music in 2003.

The Munich, Germany-based Frederiksen travels to 
Cologne later this year for a CD recording, then heads to 
Venice, Italy, to sing Monteverdi in St. Mark’s Cathedral. 
In addition to his work as a freelance bass singer, 
Frederiksen leads his own group, Ensemble Phoenix 
Munich, which will record its third CD of early American 
music for harmonia mundi of France in May. 

“As a bass, there really is nobody else quite as good as 
he is,” observes White, who taught Frederiksen that his 
voice would continue to develop.

Frederiksen says it’s a mindset he still embraces: “I 
always feel like my best years are ahead of me.” 

For more about Joel Frederiksen and his music, visit 
joelfrederiksen.com. n

By Cara Catallo, a freelance writer from Clarkston, Mich.

It’s sweet songs for this alum who began his academic career studying the lute but soon discovered his voice.
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Denise McNeil, SECS ‘84, was appointed 
vice president of academic services at St. 
Clair County Community College in Port 
Huron, Mich., effective January 7, 2010.

Dr. Tibet Mimaroglu, SECS ‘81, has 
joined Imagine Communications as vice 
president of engineering. He is a leading 
innovator in video processing solutions 
with 29 years of solid experience in 
product development and engineering 
management.  

Eva Packard, CAS ‘80, was elected to the 
League of Women Voters of Michigan 
board as director of Voter Service. She is 
the immediate past-president of the 
Oakland area local League.

Elizabeth Pilibosian, SECS ‘82, is 
currently the vehicle chief engineer of 
the Cadillac SRX at General Motors.

John Rees, 
SECS ‘87,  
was appointed  
practice group  
leader of 
Dykema IP 
transactional  
practice area on  
January 28, 
2010. Dykema is 
a leading 
national law 
firm in Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

David Wieme, 
CAS ‘89, was 
named 
executive vice 
president, 
creative 
director and 
partner for The 
DeVilling 
Group (TDG), a 
public relations 
and marketing 
communications agency specializing in 
automotive, high technology, 
professional services and sports and 
entertainment public relations. Wieme 
will head the agency’s sports and 
entertainment practice and its social 
media service for clients whose 
communications objectives include 
leveraging powerful platforms such as 
Facebook, YouTube, LinkedIn and 
Twitter.

Kimberly A. Ziomek, SBA ‘84, has been 
appointed director of market intelligence 
service for RDA Group.

1980s continue

Rick Corry, CAS ‘86, has been named 
vice president of sales at AZEK Building 
Products. His responsibilities include 
planning and directing sales strategies 
and continuing to build the AZEK brand.  

David Graebner, CAS ‘89, owns a 
residential/commercial painting business 
called Regal Painting of Michigan LLC, 
serving the Detroit metro area.

Curtis Hunt, MD, CAS ‘80, has two 
children, Christopher, 21, and Julia, 18. 
He is enjoying private practice in internal 
medicine in Troy, Mich.

M.L. Liebler, CAS ‘76, MAT ‘80, has won 
the prestigious Barnes & Noble/Poets 
and Writers 2010 Writers for Writers 
Award. The award recognizes established 
writers who have worked extensively on 
behalf of local and national writers to 
bring literature to the community.

Sister Maria Gemma Martek, OP,  
CAS ‘89, made her final vows in the 
Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the 
Eucharist in July 2008. She is spending 
the year at Our New Covenant in Austin, 
Texas, where she is helping to plan for 
the community’s future expansion into 
the diocese. She is also working on a 
master’s degree in educational 
leadership and administration through 
the University of Southern Mississippi.

THE POWER OF POSSIBILITY.

Oakland University offers 117 graduate 

programs in everything from education 

and English to computer science and 

nursing. For a complete listing, visit 

oakland.edu/grad. Our admissions 

application is online, and there is no 

fee to apply. 

LEARN MORE   |   oakland.edu/grad  |   (248) 370-3167  |   gradmail@oakland.edu

Oakland University GRADUATE PROGRAMS

openHOUSE 
Tuesday, June 15, 2010
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Oakland Center Banquet Rooms
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1990s
Christina (Landry) Grabowski, BGS ‘93, 
joined the Oakland University William 
Beaumont School of Medicine in 
September 2009 as the assistant dean for 
medical school admissions.

Sean Harris, CAS ’95, was promoted on 
January 21, 2010, to serve as vice 
president of global sales, at Passlogix, 
Inc., headquartered in New York City, NY. 
He will be responsible for Passlogix sales 
in all global regions, oversee the 
company’s large global VAR network, 
and develop methodologies to continue 
driving sales growth around the world.

Zina Haywood, CAS ‘93, MPA, is 
executive vice president and provost for 
academic and campus affairs at Gateway 
Technical College in Kenosha, Wis. She 
was one of three women leaders who 
spoke at the Wisconsin Women in Higher 
Education Leadership conference in 
October 2009. An article about Haywood 
appeared in Women in Higher Education 
magazine in January 2010.

Susan Koss, SBA ‘94, of O’Keefe and 
Associates was named chairwoman of 
the Michigan Network of International 
Women’s Insolvency & Restructuring 
Confederation. Koss is a director who 
specializes in litigation support, business 
valuation and forensic accounting.

Katherine (Frontiera) Martin, SEHS ‘05,
is a staff counselor at Samaritan 
Counseling Center of Southeastern 
Michigan and co-author of Fill a Bucket: 
A Daily Guide to Happiness for Young 
Children.

Charles Peck, CAS ‘90, is a certified 
Master Blackbelt at Bose Corporation in 
Boston, Mass. He is currently deploying 
design for Six Sigma.

Ollie Phlegm, BGS ‘97, is retired, but 
sends words of wisdom to students. 
“Choose the goal you love most and 
don’t become discouraged if your grade 
drops. Sit up late nights and you’ll 
remember what it takes to accomplish  
a goal.”

David Rost, SEHS ‘95, has been 
employed by the State of Michigan as  
an eligibility specialist for 12 years.

Tom Schmitt, SBA ‘91, is founder and 
president of Rochester Hills-based Lean 
Process Solutions L.L.C, which offers 
consulting and training services to 
companies hoping to improve efficiency.

Toni Simonetti, CAS ’79 and SBA ‘90, 
was appointed to the newly created 
position of senior vice president of Public 
Affairs, for Centene Corporation effective 
January 4, 2010. Simonetti, an 
experienced corporate communications 
professional, with particular emphasis in 
finance, strategy, media relations, 
reputation management and public 
policy, will lead Centene’s newly aligned 
Corporate Marketing and 
Communications Department, as well as 
develop an integrated public relations 
program for the company and its 
subsidiaries. 

Jennifer Thompson, SEHS ‘97, is a 
multi-time world and national bench 
press champion.

Marie Urquhart, BGS ‘93, received a 
master’s degree in business information 
technology from Walsh College.

Ann (Kotula) Wagner, SBA ‘88, MBA ‘94, 
is senior manager at Chrysler LLC.

Get the Update.
If you’d like to keep up with 
all the news, cool alumni 
association benefits and fun 
events from OU’s Alumni 
Relations department, 
sign up for our quarterly 
e-newsletter. Just send your 
e-mail address to:  
ouaa@oakland.edu

Meredith Bezak, CAS ‘99, launched a 
charity called Cancer Rockstar on 
February 15, 2010, for cancer fighters  
and survivors. The mission is to unite 
people who have battled cancer with 
their favorite bands through anything 
from free CDs to concert tickets to 
autographed merchandise. More 
information can be found at  
www.cancerrockstar.org.

Michelle Borst, SEHS ‘98, struggling 
as a single parent, earned her degree in 
HR/T&D and continued on to earn a 
Global Career Development Facilitator 
certificate. Borst has worked at a 
Michigan Works! affiliate with special 
populations, helping them achieve their 
career goals. After 10 years, she is now 
following a career dream with the 
publication of her debut novel. As of 
September 2009, Borst worked at a 
Michigan Works! One Stop with No 
Worker Left Behind.

Nancy J. Campbell, SEHS ‘70,  
MAT ‘86, EDS ‘91, was recently 
appointed superintendent of Romeo 
Community Schools.  

Scott Dendler, SBA ’90, has been 
appointed chief financial officer of the 
Houston-based company Architectural 
Building Components, premier 
manufacturer of innovative metal roofing 
solutions like the 238T roof system and 
Archzilla™ jobsite manufacturing truck 
used in low-/steep-slope and complex 
roofing applications. Dendler will oversee 
Architectural Building Components’ 
company expenditures during a time of 
rapid growth of the company’s products 
in the metal roofing and siding industry.

Omar George, CAS ‘98, founder of Waste 
One Management Inc., Clinton Township, 
Mich., was featured in the Crain’s 40 
under 40 class of 2009. George’s biggest 
achievement was starting a waste 
management company that has parlayed 
support from the Middle Eastern 
community into revenue of $1.5 million 
in its second year of operations. While 
his company’s growth is impressive, 
George is committed to remaining small 
enough to provide personal service to  
his clients, the majority of whom are 
immigrants who are entrepreneurs. (See 
story, opposite page.)



oakland.edu     47

Alumni

His business is picking up
Other people’s trash is his cash. While some may turn 
their noses up at the thought, Omar George, CAS ’98, 
has gotten deep into the garbage business, building a 
multimillion-dollar waste management company in just 
24 months.

Named as one of the “Top 40 under 40” by Crain’s Detroit 
Business last year, George, 32, graduated from OU with 
a degree in philosophy and a minor in journalism — an 
unlikely background for a waste management business 
owner.

“Journalism and philosophy are both about everyday 
subjects,” George says. “When you’re in sales, it’s nice 
to be able to talk about anything. All basic things that you 
learn — the fundamentals — were all there at Oakland 
University.”

Born in England, he lived in Baghdad, Iraq, until 
assassination threats against his father, a nuclear 
scientist, forced his family to flee in 1980. The Clawson 
resident settled in Michigan with his family after stops in 
England, Scotland and Oklahoma.

Upon graduating from OU, George began his career 
as a news writer at WDIV-TV in Detroit. But his parents 
weren’t impressed by his prospects as a cub reporter: an 
aspiring automotive writer working the graveyard shift 
for $10 an hour.

“My parents were saying, ‘You’re never going to work 
for Motor Trend. Go be a lawyer,’” he explained. “Well, I 
tried that — and it was awful.”

After one agonizing year in law school, a dejected George 
took on a job at a garbage company owned by a family 
friend. It was supposed to be a temporary position. 
Instead, George realized he had found his niche. 

In 2008, he started his own company, Waste One 
Management Inc., which now nets $1.5 million annually 
in the competitive Detroit trash-hauling market. His 
primary customers are the region’s Chaldeans, or Iraqi 
Catholics, who comprise 75 percent of his clientele. 

“It’s a game of numbers and relationships,” he says 
of his business, and credits the strong relationships he 
formed at Oakland as contributing to his success. In 
fact, his brother and sister have since earned degrees in 
biology and social work, respectively, at OU.

“After my experience, my parents really encouraged my 
brother and sister to go to Oakland University,” he said. 
“It was great for me.” n

By Tammy Stables Battaglia, a freelance writer from 
Oakland Township, Mich. 
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inhumane.” One of 13 siblings, Killins was raised in 
Detroit and graduated from Wayne State University with  
a psychology degree. After working for the State of 
Michigan in Corrections, Community Health and the 
Unemployment Agency, she joined the WCDHHS as 
deputy director, then director, a position she has held for 
almost five years.

While working full-time, Killins completed her SBA in 
2007, and last year she was one of a select group of 
women to receive the 2009 Women of Excellence honor 
sponsored by the Michigan Chronicle. That it happened 
to coincide with her 50th birthday year was truly icing on 
the cake. 

Yet Killins won’t be happy until she sees that the citizens 
of Wayne County have what she considers three basic 
rights: healthy food, clean air and clean water. For that, 
she must continually focus on ensuring that the public 
and politicians understand the impact of human services. 

“Serving people is the most important part of my day, 
being accessible and assuring that our services are quality 
and visible,” she says. “It is a huge task to have so many 
divisions under this department, so it helps to remain 
focused.” n

By Alice Rhein, a freelance writer from Huntington  
Woods, Mich.

As director of Wayne County’s Department of Health and 
Human Services (WCDHHS), Edith Killins, SBA ’07, 
oversees a $700 million operation that includes areas as 
diverse as public and mental health, jail health services, 
the Wayne County Library, Medical Examiner’s office, 
emergency preparedness and Wayne County Head Start.

It would be hard to find a citizen of Michigan’s most 
populated county whose daily life Killins doesn’t impact  
in some way. A few might even see her as a lifesaver. 
Indeed that’s the case for one gentleman who participated 
in the annual health care expo at Cobo Hall last spring. 
The WCDHHS event drew more than 5,000 mostly 
uninsured participants, for whom this is likely their only 
annual exam. 

As Killins tells it, the elderly gentleman attended because 
his wife encouraged him, there was free parking and he 
had exhausted his excuses not to. A nurse took his blood 
pressure, noticed a problem, and recommended he get to 
the hospital. He did, and found that he was nearly having 
a stroke. “He let us know that the expo saved his life,” 
says Killins. “You know when someone comes back and 
says ‘thank you’ that makes working nine to 12 hours a 
day worth it because you know you are saving lives.”

Killins says that her inspiration comes from Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s famous quote: “Of all the forms of inequity, 
injustice in health care is the most shocking and 

Protecting Wayne County’s health
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2000s
Alexis Jamian, CAS ‘05, was appointed 
as a coordination officer for Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations in Rome, Italy, acting as a liaison 
between various business units for 
change management functions and 
organizational culture change. She has a 
master’s degree in International Public 
Management from SDA Bocconi School 
of Management in Milan, Italy. 

Ashley (Dahms) Kirksey, BGS ‘07, has 
been named activity coordinator at Adult 
Day Services at Oakland Centre, a 
business of Hospice Care of Southwest 
Michigan.

Angela Modica, SEHS ‘00, was promoted 
to director of human resources at AZ 
Automotive in Centerline, Mich. Modica 
guides and manages the administration 
of company human relations programs, 
policies, procedures and employee 
relations.

Corey Oliver, SBA ‘09 has been the 
management assistant for the City of 
Auburn Hills since September 2008 and 
is a member of the International City/
Council Managers Association. Among 
other responsibilities, he successfully 
completed the redesign and development 
of a new Web site for the City of Auburn 
Hills that launched in August 2009.  
Oliver graduated from OU with a 
bachelor of science degree in business 
economics and is continuing at Oakland 
in the master’s program for public 
administration.

Karen Pinkos, MPA ‘01, CAS ‘98, was 
recently elected vice president of the 
International City/County Management 
Association executive board representing 
the West Coast Region. She is currently 
serving as the assistant city manager in 
El Cerrito, Calif.

Robert Ray, SBA ‘05, was featured in 
former Detroit Free Press columnist 
Desiree Cooper’s blog on January 23, 
2010. Ray, a financial advisor at UBS in 
Farmington Hills, Mich., was caught 
committing random acts of kindness at a 
local Starbucks. Customers attempting to 
pay for their morning coffee, found that 
all of the morning coffee sales had been 
paid for by Ray. He has started a 
nonprofit organization called the Social 
Philanthropists Foundation to link 
resources and energy of young 
professionals to the volunteer needs of 
small, grassroots organizations. 

Jocelyn Baldwin, Jr., CAS ‘04, is the teen 
services librarian for the Dearborn 
Heights City Libraries. She plans 
programs and purchases materials for 
teens in grades 6-12 at the Caroline 
Kennedy Library, and the John F. 
Kennedy, Jr. Library in Dearborn Heights, 
Mich. Baldwin received a master’s 
degree in library and information science 
from Wayne State University in 2006.

Julie Borkin, Ph.D., CAS ‘00, has accepted 
a position with Oakland University’s 
Bachelor of Integrative Studies program 
as program coordinator. She also 
teaches the integrative studies capstone 
course. Her research considers individual 
and group identity production and 
changes and has been published as book 
chapters in two academic press books.

Erica Demers, SHS ‘04, helped lead the 
Grand Valley State University women’s 
soccer team to a national title. 

A former St. Catharine’s Jets player and 
a Welland, Ont., native, Demers was an 
assistant coach with the GVSU women’s 
soccer team that capped an undefeated 
season by defeating California State 1-0 
in the NCAA Division 2 national 
championship game. It was the school’s 
first national crown. Demers’ impressive 
soccer resume includes: winning gold 
with Team Ontario at the Canada Games; 
being a member of the player pool for 
Canada’s national under-21 team; being 
named the Division 1 Mid-Continent 
player of the year 2002; captaining 
Oakland University to four consecutive 
NCAA Division 1 playoff berths; and, 
playing in the women’s pro league with 
Detroit and Scottsdale, Ariz. Demers is 
semi-retired as a player and has spent 
the last four years training and teaching 
at Grand Valley State in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

Ryan Falcheck, CAS ‘08, wrote the film 
Crawl Space, which is one of 19 films 
featured at the Blue Water Film Festival 
put on by the Thespis Group in Port 
Huron, Mich.

Justin Howland, CAS ‘07, plans to 
graduate from the Syracuse University 
College of Law in 2011. He is seeking 
certification from the Institute for the 
Study of the Judiciary, Politics and Media 
at Syracuse and serves as adviser to 
Theta Chi Fraternity both at Oakland and 
Syracuse.

Robert Ray

Online or print? You decide.
If you would rather read OU Magazine online and not receive a printed copy

in your mailbox, just let us know. Go to oakland.edu/oumag/unsubscribe

and fill out the outline form. We’ll remove your name from our printed 

mailing list and send an e-mail notification to the e-mail address you 

provide each time we release a new edition of the magazine.

This current issue, along with past issues, can be found at oakland.edu/oumag
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ENGAGEMENTS 
& WEDDINGS
Mary Bonds, SEHS ‘98, daughter of 
William and Joanne Bonds, married 
Gregory Hancock, CAS ‘83, on October 
10, 2009 at the Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, followed by a reception at the 
Grosse Pointe War Memorial. They met 
at Common Ground in Pontiac, Mich., 
where they are both employed as 
psychiatric counselors.

Kelly Ann Farrand, SEHS ’03, and 
Richard Arnold Beagle II were married 
June 26, 2009 at Fellowship Church in 
Grapevine, Texas. The bride is employed 
in the human resources recruiting 
division of Dyncorp International. The 
groom is a graduate of Solvay High 
School and SUNY Brockport. He is a 
senior credit analyst for Mercedes-Benz 
Financial.

Sharina Finley, SBA ‘03, married Grover 
Jones III on May 1.

Dennis Gistinger, SBA ‘86, senior vice 
president at Bank of Birmingham, 
married Maria (Bolen) Ph.D., assistant 
superintendent of Brighton Schools. The 
couple has four children, Bryan, a 
sophomore at Ferris State; Morgan, a 
freshman at Michigan State; DJ, a junior 
at Stoney Creek High School; and Paige, 
a junior at Tawas High School.

Christina George, SEHS ‘98, married 
Michael Sullivan of Waterford, Mich., a 
graduate of Waterford Kettering High 
School, on October 21, 2006, at White 
Lake Presbyterian Church in Highland, 
Mich. George works as a receptionist for 
an accounting firm and Sullivan is a 
self-employed contractor. They live in 
Clarkston, Mich.

Aniesha K. Mitchell,  
CAS, ‘01, is engaged 
to Jeffery D. Holmes.

Dr. Aaron Scheinker, 
CAS ‘05, and Erica Khinchuk, SBA ‘07, 
were married in the fall of 2009 at 
Congregation B’nai Moshe in West 
Bloomfield, Mich. Khinchuk graduated 
with a degree in business administration, 
majoring in finance and Scheinker 
is a doctor of optometry.

BIRTHS & 
ADOPTIONS
Andrea (Muehlhoff) Forsythe,  
CAS ‘04, and her husband, Todd, 
gave birth to their first child, Ashlynn 
Paige, on November 19, 2009.

Diana (Pletz) Hatcher, CAS ‘98, and 
her husband, Chris, announce the 
birth of her daughter, Kara Elizabeth 
Hatcher, on February 12, 2009. She 
joins proud big brother Aiden.

Christopher Hunger, SECS ‘01, and 
his wife, Holly, welcomed their first 
child, Ayva Nicole, on July 19, 2009. 
Christopher’s sister, Sarah Ballach, 
SON ‘07, is also an OU alum. 

Jamie Moon Merrill,  
SBA ‘99, and her 
husband, Ben, announce 
the birth of their first 
child, Dylan James, born 
September 23rd in 
Charleston, S.C. 

Darren O’Brien, CAS ‘96, and his 
wife, Christy, are proud to announce 
the birth of their sixth child, Sean 
Malachi, on September 6, 2009. He 
joins 7-year-old big sister Trinity 
Anne; 6-year-old big brother Aidan 
John; 5-year-old big sister Felicity 
Claire; 3-year-old big brother Liam 
Gabriel; and 22-month-old big sister 
Claire Magdalene.

Rebecca Wyatt Thomas, CAS ‘03, 
and her husband, Jacob Thomas, 
announce the birth of their daughter, 
Madison Lorraine, on July 20, 2009. 
Madison was also welcomed by big 
sister Ashlynn Lola. 

 

Sommer L. (Starck) Smith, CAS ‘03,  
MPA ‘06, married Robert Smith on 
August 20, 2009. Both are from  
Livonia, Mich.

Melanee Statfield, BGS ‘05, and Justin 
Johnson were married at Castle Farms  
in Charlevoix, Mich., in late 2009. 
Statfield completed a paralegal program 
and is employed as a paralegal at TRW 
Automotive.

Melissa (Sheroski) Zapinski, CAS ‘06, and 
Jeff Zapinski, SECS ‘05, were married on 
June 6, 2009. Their bridal party included 
many OU graduates, and the group 
enjoyed coming back to campus to take 
special wedding day photos.

We’d like to hear 
from you!

Drop us a quick note on your recent 
accomplishments, plans or  

milestones. Use the form on  
page 38 or send an e-mail to:  

ouaa@oakland.edu. You may also 
include a print or high resolution photo  

(300 dpi at 100% size placement).
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Diane L. “LD” Allen, SEHS ‘86, 
died August 11, 2009.

Sally (O’Hearn) Bayer, SEHS ‘90, 
died November 20, 2009

Bethany R. Broadwell, CAS ‘97, 
died September 16, 2009.

Marion Adams Bunt, CAS ‘82, 
died January 1, 2010

John (Jack) Daniel Cashman, SBA ‘80, 
died November 10, 2009

Paula Degeneffe, SECS ‘88, 
died December 18, 2009.

Patricia (Korneffel) Eaves, SEHS ‘77,  
died January 27, 2010.

Donald Edmonds, BGS ‘97,  
died December 18, 2009

Sharon Louise Fiems, SON ‘87, 
died November 27, 2009.

Ellen Marie (Saucie) Gormley,  
SEHS ‘76, ‘78, died July 21, 2009.

Thomas G. Gotshall, CAS ‘71, 
died August 14, 2009.

Siobhan Laura Graham, CAS ‘00, 
died January 10, 2010.

DEATHS
Terry Dean Green, SECS ‘79, 
died December 31, 2009.

Shirley Harris, BGS ‘05, 
died November 2, 2009.

Genevieve A. Hartz, SEHS ‘76, 
died October 26, 2009.

Barbara (Broome) Hedberg, CAS ‘78, 
died September 20, 2009.

Pauline Holbrook, CAS ‘95, 
died November 29, 2009.

Anita Kahn, SEHS ‘75, 
died July 14, 2009.

Robert F. Katakowski, SEHS ‘79, 
died August 21, 2009.

Darryl H. Knoblauch, SECS ‘90, 
died July 30, 2009.

Marc Maddrie, CAS ‘98, 
died February 19, 2010.

Rebecca J. Martin, SEHS ‘74, 
died October 1, 2009.

Manon Meilgaard, CAS ‘80, 
died January 10, 2008.

Ebony L. Mitchell, CAS ‘07, 
died on October 12, 2009.

Nancy Jo Norman, BGS ‘95, 
died January 20, 2010.

Kathleen (Maslanka) Peabody, CAS ‘73, 
died February 2, 2010.

Marie R. Pehur, CAS ‘72, 
died October 17, 2009.

Keith A. Retich, SECS ‘74, 
died October 3, 2009.

Judith Joan (Manning) Scavone,  
BGS ‘83, died October 30, 2009.

John “Jack” Schoenbeck, CAS ‘78, 
died September 26, 2009.

Joann F. Schubert, SEHS ‘80, 
died October 6, 2009.

Neeru Sharma, SBA ‘99, 
died January 18, 2010.

Kenneth E. Smith, CAS ‘70, 
died December 6, 2009.

Michael Spagnuolo, SBA ‘80, 
died January 10, 2010.

Frank S. Storer, BGS ‘85, 
 died August 4, 2009.

Peggy Faye Hadden Willis, SEHS ‘72, 
died January 28, 2010.

So much to do … in DOWNTOWN ROCHESTER!
FARMERS’ MARKET
May 1 - October 30

GREATER ROCHESTER 
HERITAGE DAYS
May 29-30

MOVIES IN THE MOONLIGHT
July 10, 17, 24, 31

SIDEWALK SALES
July 15-17

DANCIN’ IN THE STREET
August 13-14

ROCKIN’ RODS ‘N ROCHESTER
August 15 

SPOTLIGHTS ART SHOW
September 10-12
 
ART & APPLES FESTIVAL
September 10-12

GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT
October 7

TRICK-OR-TREAT/COSTUME PARADE
October 23

TRICK-OR-TREAT AT FARMERS’ MARKET
October 30

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
November 20

LAGNIAPPE
November 29

THE BIG, BRIGHT LIGHT SHOW
November 29, 2010 - January 2, 2011

KRIS KRINGLE MARKET
December 3-5

CHRISTMAS PARADE
December 5

For more information, call the DDA at (248) 656-0060 or visit www.DowntownRochesterMI.com
Facebook.com/downtown.rochester or twitter.com/rochesterdda.

URL-3514  4.10
Oakland University is a proud partner of the City of Rochester



If you’re looking for the perfect location for your next business party,  

corporate conference, wedding reception or any special event,  

look no further than Oakland University’s Oakland Center. 

Recently renovated, the OC boasts 18 different meeting rooms of various sizes  

including banquet rooms and the cozy Fireside Lounge. We offer up to 7,000 square feet of  

flexible meeting space, and can accommodate groups as large as 600 or as small as 16.  

Full catering is available on-site and ample parking is provided. 

For more information, call us at (248) 370-3230 or visit our Web site at oakland.edu/oc.

PLAN YOUR NEXT EVENT AT THE OC

Oakland Center
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Where  Innovat ion  and  Opportun i ty  Meet

With thanks and appreciation to the thousands of supporters who contribute  

to the success of Oakland University and its students and faculty. 



Matilda Wilson Founders Society
The Matilda Wilson Founders Society recognizes donors who 
contribute cumulative gifts of $10 million or more or a planned gift 
of $20 million. This society honors Oakland University benefactor 
Matilda R. Wilson and pays homage to her commitment as a 
university founder.

Anonymous

Siemens PLM Software

Matilda R. Wilson Fund

Varner Society
The Varner Society recognizes donors who contribute cumulative 
gifts of $5 million or more or a planned gift of $10 million. The Varner 
Society recognizes Oakland’s founding chancellor Woody Varner and 
his leadership and vision for Oakland University. 

Anonymous

Chrysler Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis K. Pawley

Stephan and Rita* Sharf

Golden Oaks Society
The Golden Oaks Society recognizes donors who give cumulative 
gifts of $1 million or more or a planned gift of $2 million. This society 
is named in honor of Oakland’s charter faculty members, who often 
referred to themselves as “The Old Oaks.”

* deceased      > first-time society donation      >> increased society level

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Allesee

Anonymous

Chrysler L.L.C.

Comerica, Inc.

Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

Crittenton Hospital Medical 
Center - Foundation

R. Hugh and Nancy Elliott

Ford Motor Company

General Motors Company and 
General Motors Foundation

W. K. Kellogg Foundation

Barry M. and Linda Klein

Stanley S. Kresge*

Kresge Foundation

Alvin R. Larson*

Howard L. McGregor*

Ben D. Mills*

Paul C. Richardson*

William Beaumont Hospital

>>

>>

Dear Friends,

Oakland University prides itself on the solid spirit of 
philanthropy that exists among our alumni, donors  
and friends. Even in the midst of difficult economic 
conditions, you continue to give gifts for Oakland, our 
students and faculty. 

More than ever, scholarship support is critically 
important. At Oakland, we strive to keep costs down and 
financial aid investment up. More than 60 percent of our 
nearly 19,000 students rely on some form of financial 
assistance. Scholarships play an irreplaceable role in that 
support, giving students the breathing room and peace 
of mind they need to focus on their studies and pursue 
their goals. 

In this issue of our donor honor roll, you’ll find many 
inspiring stories, including a gift named for OU charter 
faculty member James McKay, former chair and 
professor of Mathematics, made by his wife, Marilyn 
Williamson, who recently passed away after a valiant 
fight with brain cancer. 

You’ll also read about the results of the challenge match 
in the School of Business Administration led by Hugh 
Elliott and Craig Stinson, SBA ’84, two staunch 
supporters of Oakland University. 

Thank you for your unwavering support of Oakland 
University and the lives we touch.

 

Gary D. Russi 
President
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Meadow Brook Society
The Meadow Brook Society recognizes donors who contribute 
$500,000 or more in cumulative gifts or a planned gift of $1 million. Pioneer Society

The Pioneer Society recognizes donors who contribute $250,000 or 
more in cumulative gifts or a $500,000 planned gift.

American Heart Association

Analogy, Inc.

Benjamin H. Anibal*

AT&T Foundation

Georg Brewer*

Richard J. Burke 

DTE Energy and DTE Energy 
Foundation

EDS

GM North American Operations

Alice Gustafson*

Sheri and Robert E.* Gustafson

Margaret T. Heftler*

Patricia A. Heftler 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute

International Paper Company 
Foundation

Jack’s Place for Autism Foundation

William H. John and Story S. John

Marvin Katke*

Roger M.* and Helen G.* Kyes

Lear Corporation

Dr. Berton London

MacNeal-Schwendler Corporation

MBMF/Women’s Committee

McGregor Fund

Charles S. Mott*

Henry D.* and Dorothy* Price

Roger B.* and Barbara R. Smith

Mrs. Fredrick J. Stare

Tobye S. Stein and Neal E. Alpiner

Texas Instruments Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H.* Travis

  >

Edwin L. and Gretchen L. Adler

American Chemical Society

ArvinMeritor, Inc.

Ascent Logic Corporation

Carl F. Barnes, Jr. and Anna M. 
Barnes

Helen S. and Douglas S. Basberg

Henry Baskin 

Ronald B.* and Janet E. Bennett

Chase

The DeVlieg Foundation

Eaton Corporation

General Motors Acceptance  
Corporation

Mrs. Graham J. Graham

Dr. Michael W. and Diane L. 
Grieves

David and Charlene Handleman

Werner G.* and Hilde Holzbock

Hubert Distributors, Inc.

IBM Corporation

ITT Industries

Jewish Federation of Metro 
Detroit

Kmart Corporation

Paul F.* and Harriet M.* Lorenz

Macomb Town Hall

James H. McKay and Marilyn 
Williamson* 

Meadow Brook Theatre Guild

William T. Morris Foundation, Inc.

Charles S. Mott Foundation

Jim and Ann Nicholson

Oakwood Healthcare System and 
the Oakwood Foundation

OU-MSU Federal Credit Union

Prosig USA, Inc.

Providence Hospital & Medical 
Center

Mrs. Melvin C. Raber

Roy E. and Beverly Rewold

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Rose

Robert L. and Joan Rosen

Louis R.* and Janice K. Ross

St. John Health System

Craig M. and Ann S. Stinson

Florine* and George T.* Trumbull

Volkswagen of America, Inc.

Warner Lambert Foundation

Lula C. Wilson Trust

Christa Yntema*

Donna and Walt Young

  >

>>

  

Endowment honors educator’s legacy,  
creates new opportunities

Former English Professor Marilyn Williamson found a way to 
honor the memory of her husband, James H. McKay, while 
offering mathematics students a source of support. Although 
she lost her battle with cancer in early 2010, her vision 
continues on.

The James H. McKay Endowed Fellowship was 
established to further the legacy of Dr. McKay, a charter OU 
faculty member who taught at the university from 1959 to 
1995. A former professor and chair of Mathematical 
Sciences, he was instrumental in developing the doctorate 
program in Applied Mathematics, the first Ph.D. program 
created for the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS).

In addition, Dr. McKay founded the university’s Summer 
Mathematics Institute, which allows gifted high school 
students to explore advanced undergraduate mathematical 
concepts for college credit. 

Williamson, who served as chair of Oakland’s English 
Department during the university’s early years, encouraged 
friends and acquaintances to augment the endowed fund 
she created. 

Dr. Williamson had wonderful memories of the early 
years she and her husband spent at OU, which seemed 
“more like a smaller college” when she taught there. “We 
felt that we were doing something special and a little risky,” 
she recalled. “No one was doing anything like what we  
were doing.”

During her years at Oakland, Dr. Williamson was 
chairwoman of the committee that created “exploratories” 
classes for the CAS. Those interdisciplinary courses were the 

nucleus of The OU Honors 
College.

CAS Dean Ron Sudol 
describes Dr. McKay as a 
pioneer who set a high 
standard for math 
education at Oakland. 
“We are indebted to him 
for his contributions to 
countless students and 
faculty members, and to Marilyn for her 
foresight and generosity in establishing this award that 
will continue to provide support for students,” he says. 

For information about contributing to the James H. 
McKay Endowed Fellowship in Applied Mathematics,  
please contact Pat Zawadzki, director of Planned Giving,  
at (248) 364-6129. n

Lifetime Gift

Societies

Ronald Sudol with  
Marilyn Williamson
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President’s Council Society
The President’s Council Society recognizes donors who contribute 
cumulative gifts of $100,000 or more or a planned gift of $250,000.

Alps Automotive

Ameritech Advertising Services

Analysts International

Angelo Iafrate Construction 
Company

Anonymous

Margaret Ashdown*

Lois Bachman*

Bandag, Inc.

Bank of America NA

S. Brooks* and Florence* Barron

The Baskin Foundation

Steve Ezio and Nancy Benedettini

Effie M. Bennett*

Jane M. Bingham, Professor 
Emerita, Oakland University

Blue Cross Blue Shield of  
Michigan

Donald J. Bortz and Valeria Bortz

Nicholas* and Nadja Cherup

Diane and Robert Coderre

Compuware Corporation

Continental Water Company

Gary M. Cook 

Harold Cousins*

Credit Union ONE

Robert M. Critchfield*

Deloitte

David J. and Jane E. Downing

Marc Dutton

Lowell R.* and Della Mae* Eklund

Grant R. Fairbanks 

FANUC Robotics America, Inc.

Dr. Edward J. Farragher

Jennifer McCarthy and David T. 
Fischer

William M. Fox and Shirlee Parker 

Frank Rewold and Son, Inc.

Samuel* and Jean Frankel

Friends of Kresge Library

General Dynamics Defense 
Systems

Josephine E. Gordon Foundation

Kathryn* and William T.* Gossett

Hachette Filipacchi Magazines

The Pierre V. and Margaret T. 
Heftler Foundation

Henry Ford Health System

Rachael and John M. Hoffmann

Stanley W. Hollingsworth*

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Howlett

Dr. and Mrs. James V. Huebner

Humana Foundation

* deceased      > first-time society donation      >> increased society level

Alumni pledges donation to thank past OU supporters

Oakland University was there for David Sokol, SBA ’00, when he needed help building his 
future. That fact makes it all the more meaningful for Sokol to know he’s now playing a role 
in boosting Oakland’s future.

Sokol has pledged a $25,000 life insurance bequest to Oakland as a way of saying thank 
you to the generous donors who have given before him and to support the programs that 
helped him as a graduate student in the late 1990s.

“To me, Oakland University exists not just because of the tuition that people pay, but 
because of the many people who have supported OU so that it was there for me and other 
students when we needed it,” Sokol says.

Sokol began his MBA studies at OU in 1997, after earning an engineering degree from the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point and working in human resources for several years on the 
East Coast. It was his degree from Oakland that made his current position as vice president 
with Humana possible, Sokol says. “If I’d just had my engineering degree and not the MBA 
from OU, I never would have been considered for my current role.”

Supporting Oakland would have been difficult, he says, without the option of making his 
gift as a bequest. This approach gives him the satisfaction of committing to a gift now while 
retaining the ability to meet his financial responsibilities. “I’m a single dad with three kids, 
trying to save for my kids’ future right now, but through planned giving, whether it’s a life 
insurance policy or investments, it’s a sign of commitment to the organization,” says Sokol, 
who serves as vice president of OU’s School of Education and Human Services Human 
Resources development board.

“Hopefully, my gift will grow as we get past these family milestones.” n

G. Philip Johnson and  
Marvel M. Proton 

Johnson Controls

The Robert Wood Johnson  
Foundation

J. Alford Jones*

Albert Randolph and Patricia M. 
Judd

Annie Kaviuk*

Kelly Services, Inc.

The Kelly Services, Inc.  
Foundation

John S. and James L. Knight  
Foundation

Gary and Ann Laidlaw

Ilija and Gudrun Letica

Letica Corporation

Mr. and Mrs.* David Baker Lewis

Jacqueline I. Lougheed*

The Lyon Foundation

March of Dimes Foundation

McCann WorldGroup

Pearl Mealey*

Metaldyne Corporation

Roselind and Frank J.* Metzger

Eugene A. Miller and Lois A. Miller

John and Marianne Miller

John and Kathy Mills

William A. and Diana J. Mitzelfeld

Dominic and Frances Mary 
Moceri

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Nathan

National City Bank

Mary L. Otto and Jerome D. Hill 

Pat Moran, Olds-GMC Truck

Richard E. and Elaine A. Pearson

The Pearson Family Foundation

The Pepsi Bottling Group, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Petersen

Jeffrey C. and Gina M. Petherick

Pfizer, Inc.

Frank and Kathleen Rewold

RM Classic Car Productions, Inc.

Glenn* and Irene Rogers

Charles E. Schell Foundation - 
Fifth Third Bank, Trustee

George H. and Elizabeth Pyle 
Seifert

Albert M.* and Lois Serra

Shojin Research Associates

Floyd J. Shotwell*

The Skillman Foundation

Miron and Haija Stano

Donald Steele 

Steeplechase Software

Suburban Automotive Consultants

Target Corporation

ThyssenKrupp Budd

The Trumbull Foundation

TRW Foundation

Unisys Corporation

Verizon Wireless Services LLC

John R. Ylvisaker

The E. Matilda Ziegler Foundation 
for the Blind, Inc.

>>

>>
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Matilda R. Wilson Society
The Matilda R. Wilson Society recognizes donors who contribute 
$50,000 or more in cumulative gifts or a planned gift of $100,000.

Carl B. Copple and Gale A. Blank*

Dr. and Mrs. William F. Coyro, Jr.

Ronald L. Cramer 

D’Arcy Masius Benton & Bowles

John W. and Barbara C. Day

Delphi Corporation

Brian L. DiBartolomeo 

Harold B. and Jeanine Doremus

Walt and Retha Douglas

John W.* and Marian F. Dressler

Durakon Industries

Janette and Francis Engelhardt

Enterprise Architecture Interest 
Group, Inc.

George L. and Barbara M. Erb

Ex-Cell-O Corporation

The Paul Farago Foundation Trust

Federal-Mogul Corporation

Oscar H. and Dede Feldman

Benson and Edith Ford Fund

Lottie A. Ford*

Richard J. and Suzanne O. Frankie

Jon* and Judy C. Froemke

John M. Ganfield 

GKN Sinter Metals, Inc.

L. Clifford* and Zella* Goad

Donald L. Golden 

George and Phyllis Law 
Googasian

Elizabeth H. Gossett Trust

Graham John Graham* Trust

James Gram*

Karl D. Gregory 

Haden International Group

Mrs. Stuart P. Hall

Handleman Company

Jon M. and Gwyn R. Hartman

Mr. and Mrs. E. Jan Hartmann

Mrs. Ben Hawkins

Health Alliance Plan

William G. and Myrtle Hess Trust

Priscilla A. Hildum and  
Warren L. McCabe

Hitachi America, Ltd.

The Huttenlocher Group

JADI, Inc.

The Japan Foundation

Henry C. Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Kath

Bernard S. and Nina Kent

Raymond L. Kizer*

KPMG LLP

Edward J. Kuhn

John A. Maurer 

Donald E. and Shirley* McMinn

Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

Merck Institute for Science  
Education

Merrill Lynch & Company  
Foundation

Michigan Eye Bank

Millcreek Building Company

Patrick E. Moran 

Ken* and Doris* Morris

MSX International, Inc.

N. F. Mealey Trust

NHK International Corporation

Patrick C. and Mercedes Nicosia

Oakland Plus

Oakland Press Company

Oakland University Alumni  
Association

Norma Oberhauser

Parkdale Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Ralph K. and Elizabeth Patton

Harold “Red” and Marian Poling

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Portnoy

PPG Industries Foundation

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

William J. and Karen Pulte

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Reuss

Rochester Junior Woman’s Club

Rockwell International  
Corporation

Marjorie and William Sandy

Janice G. Schimmelman and John 
B. Cameron*

Robert I. and Nancy R. Schostak

Serra Family Foundation

James A. Sharp, Jr. and Tessie 
Baltrip-Sharp

Jacqueline* and G. A.* Shepherd

Thomas W. Sidlik and Rebecca 
Anne Boylan

Siemens Automotive

Howard F. and Judith Sims

Mary Beth Snyder and Richard 
Armitage*

Soccer 1994 - Michigan Host

St. Joseph Mercy-Oakland

Steve and Darlene Stolaruk

Stoney Creek Chapter, Daughters 
of the American Revolution

Bruce and Leigh Stuckman

Takata

Charles W. and Shirley Thompson

Time, Inc.

TM Smith Tool International 
Corporation

Trubiquity, Inc.

UAW International Union

United Jewish Foundation

United Way of Oakland County

Kiichi* and Betty Tono* Usui

Mary P. Van Sell*

Visteon Corporation

Elizabeth L. Warner*

Lloyd C. Wells Trust

Samuel L. Westerman Foundation

Norman O. and Betty A.* White

Ivan C.* and Christine L. Wilcox

Mr. and Mrs. James A.* Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip G. Williams

R. Jamison* and Betty Williams

John D. and Dortha Withrow

Yazaki North America

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

  >

>>

>>

>>

Acuity Imaging, Inc.

AlliedSignal Foundation, Inc.

Anonymous

Ashworth, Inc.

Guy and Nora Lee Barron

Baskin Law Firm, P.C.

Enid Bienstock and William  
Goldenberg 

Burke Building Centers, Inc.

Cadillac Products, Inc. Foundation

Roger and Barbara Calam

Larry L. Carey 

Castaing Family Foundation

Champion Enterprises, Inc.

James F. Cipielewski and  
Linda M. Pavonetti 

City Beverage Company

Co/Op Optical

Consumers Energy Foundation

Continental Automotive Systems 
US, Inc.

Continental General Tire, Inc.

  >

Support provides funding for new 
Human Health Building

The Kresge Foundation is helping Oakland University 
realize its vision of better serving health care students 
through the creation of an innovative partnership between 
the schools of Health Sciences and Nursing.

The foundation recently approved $75,000 in funding 
through its “Green Building Initiative” to support the 
construction of a 157,300-square-foot Human Health 
Building on the northwest corner of Oakland’s campus.

The new building will house the schools of Health 
Sciences and Nursing, allowing them to double 
undergraduate and graduate enrollment. This arrangement 
will address severe shortages in nursing and significant 
demand for health science professionals.

The university broke ground this spring on the  
$62-million building, which will feature state-of-the art 
classrooms, seminar rooms, an interactive media center, 
physical therapy clinics and clinical, computer, simulation 
and distance learning labs.

The construction process calls for careful attention to 
site work, water conservation, construction materials and 
indoor air quality, along with energy use and efficiency.

“This grant will allow OU to push the envelope into 
higher levels of green certification, namely the U.S. Green 
Building Council platinum certification,” Jim Leidel, OU 
energy manager, says. “Capital costs may accompany this 
push and may or may not be manageable within the 
established budget, but this grant will allow OU to review 
additional options and features, and provide additional 
green building design, over and above the base project.”

Oakland also has received a $2.7-million Department of 
Energy grant for an estimated projected cost over five years 
of $9.8 million. The remaining $7 million in project costs 
will be funded by Oakland through state appropriations, 
bond issuances and donations. n
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Alfred G. Wilson Society
The Alfred G. Wilson Society recognizes individuals who contribute 
$25,000 or more in cumulative gifts or a planned gift of $50,000.

Mostafa I. and Antonietta Abuzeid

Cliff and Julie Adams

Anonymous

Marcia and Eugene Applebaum

Jim and Cathy Aubry

Ralph W. and Barbara Babb

Annette T. and John V.* Balian

Anthony and Marcia Battaglia

Bruce L. Becker 

Wilfred and Jacqueline Belanger

Molly and Bill Beresford

Brent Besler 

Bharat K. and Smita B. Bhatt

H. Glenn Bixby 

Harry Bober*

Gary J. Brancaleone and Beth D. 
Benson

Don H.* and Perle* Briggs

Rinehart S. Bright*

Marylin J. Brooks

Marion Adams Bunt*

Rosemary Burgoyne

Russell J. Cameron*

Gordon and Doris Case

Timothy J. and Mary Caughlin 

Robert John Causley and Rosanna 
R. Caruso 

Bobby K. and Teri B. Cherian

Susan M. Cischke

David G. and Lisa L. Clark

Robert D.* and Charlee* Cleland

Armand and Louise A.* Coallier

Avern L. and Lois Cohn

Arthur C. and Corrine Coleman

Dr. William Connellan

Susan* and Warren B. Cooksey

Richard and Cherrill Cregar

Charles L.* and Penny M.  
Crissman

Lucille V. Cross*

Nancy Cross 

Paul W. Cusmano 

Wanda Cybowicz*

Raymond and Virginia de Steiger

Gregory and Lucile Demanski

Mark and Renee M. Dershwitz

Sharon J. Desot* and Daniel J. 
Goulette 

Angela DiBartolomeo 

David P. and Blythe M. Doane

Thomas Doremus*

Mrs. Gail M. Duncan/S. K. Paul

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Dyki

Robert T. and Jane Eberwein

Frederick J. and Darlene Eckhout

Edward A. Eickhoff

Elliott M. Estes*

Cameron J. and Susan J. Evans

Lisa M. Flynn 

Thomas N. and Jacalyn B. Foot

Richard D. and Nancy A. French

Tom Fritz 

Robert G. Gaylor 

David K. and Linda A. Gilboe

Russell Gill and Josephine Franz

Michael A. and Susan M. Glass

Patricia Gormely Prince and 
Thomas C. Gormely

Pauline Gornick*

Allen and Barbara H. Gough

George Grisdale and Jane 
Goodman 

Michael P. and Natalie L. Guerra

Estate of Stephen K. Hall

C. Allen Harlan*

John M. and Elizabeth M. Harlan

Edison Hart, Jr.

Diane L. and Kenneth R.  
Hightower

Kempf Hogan 

Jean M Holland 

Fred D.* and Betty Houghten

Jane and Mario Iacobelli

Masud Imran 

Bruce M. Jacob 

Lynn S. and Toni Jacob

Paul M.* and Ann W. Jocham

Jerry L. and Annette L. Johns

Mary Louise Johnson*

D. Ross and Margery Johnston

Dutch and Leslie Jones

Alberta Judd*

Don L. and Nancy L. Kaegi

Edward A. Kaegi*

Greg C. and Susan P. Kampe

Bonnie and Paul Karas

Hee Ryun and Andrew T. Kim

Helen* and George R.* Klein

Semon E. Knudsen*

Adam L. Kochenderfer 

Laurance Ray Kornacki 

Bud and Kathy Kulesza

Charles H. and Beverly Kupsky

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas LaGrasso, Jr.

Edwin R.* and Jeannette T. 
Langtry

Dorothy* and Walton A.* Lewis

Sally Butzel Lewis*

Nan K. and Annie Loh

Kent G. and Ruth LoPrete

  >

>>

>> Dr. and Mrs. Russell F. Mahoney

James Mallak and Luce Zielinski

Ronald and Michelle Marino

John G. and Janice Marshall

Istvan Ma’te’ and Lantos Gyorgyi 

Philip J. May*

Kenneth J. and Kathryn McCarter

F. James and Betty Anne McDon-
ald

Elizabeth N. McMath 

Pearl K. Mealey Trust*

Mr. Daniel Medow and Dr. Miriam 
Medow

Brian Drake and Lisa Keramedjian 
Meer

Russell and Mary Meloche

Mark J. and Barbara Mendola

Claude and D.J. Mick

William L.* and Marion Mitchell

Ronald P. and Sharon A. Monache

Kathleen Healy and Gerald Moore

Paul E. and Pamela R. Morath

Sayed A. Nassar 

Roger E. and Jeannie M. Oberg

Leslie Wise and Robert M.* 
O’Brien

Terrence J. O’Connor

Terry and Kathy Odom

Janet and Donald O’Dowd

David F. and Susan Ogden

Dale R. O’Hara

Ronald E. and Judith Olson

Timothy J. and Maggie C. Otto

Norm and Susie Pappas

Thomas M. and Kathleen K. 
Pascoe

Susan J. Phelps 

Anne E. Porter and Martin 
McClure 

I. Dennis and Myra Potocsky

William H. Powers, Jr. ChFC

James B. and Linda L. Pratt

Richard B. and Amy Price

David Charles and Lynne M. 
Prybys

George P. and Bessie A. Psihas

Chakrapani Ranganathan and 
Asima Hussain 

Richard C. and Carolyn B. Ress

Joseph A. Rightley*

Gary D. Russi and Beckie Sue 
Francis 

J.M. Pete and Mary Salpietra

William and Kerry Saracino

John J. Schiff 

Lawrence J. and Trudee Schloss

Thomas J. and Kathy Schnur

Jerome L. and Elyse Shulman 
Schostak

Michael R. and Josephine E. 
Schuchard

Jack W. Sights 

Marjorie K. Simmons

Mark and Carol Simon

J. B. Smith 

Vera and George* Souten

Justine J. Speer and Robert Dare 

Albert A. Stanker 

Robert L.* and Deborah A. Stern

William Charles and Christine 
Stuart

Alvin T. Swope*

Amitendranath Tagore 

Patrick and Kathryn Tooman

Charles H. and Maryanne Torner

Sue and John Tower

Mary Van Lennep 

Durward Belmont* and Paula* 
Varner

Robert Goldsmith and Janet 
Varner

William T. and Sheila Vecere

Vanett J. Vereeke 

Herman and Patricia Walker

Edward S. Wellock*

H. Wayne and Shirley Ann Wells

Robert A. and Jacqueline H. 
Wiggins

James and Nancy Wilbert

Ross M.* and Judy Wilson

Keith L. and Nancy L.* Winquist

Dr. Betty J. Youngblood

>>

  >

>>

>>

* deceased      > first-time society donation      >> increased society level
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President’s Club Society
The President’s Club Society recognizes individuals who have made 
cumulative cash gifts of $10,000 or a planned gift of $20,000.

Larry K. Aagesen 

Jonathan S. and Mary Aaron

Richard T. Abbott 

Herbert A. Abrash 

Richard F. Adair*

Daniel J. Adamczyk 

Charles F. and Ruth H. Adams

Felix T. and Bernice G. Adams

Frederick M. and Cheryl Adams

Dr. Linda Thompson Adams and 
Woodruff Adams

Norma L. and Robert L.* Adams

Robert E. and Shirley Adams

Irwin P. Adelson 

Kedrick D. and Lynette A. Adkins

Abu and Zainab Ahmad

Don E. Ahrens*

Mrs. Steve Aiello

Donald L. and Patricia Albaum

Alfred* and Judith Albrecht

Corenna M. Aldrich

Robert T.* and Pauline Alex

Charles H. Allen 

Durwood C. and Leslie S. Allen

Floyd W. Allen

John F. and Jane S. Allen

Michael C. and Laurie B. Allen

Richard H. Altherr 

Frances C. Amos and Thomas E. 
Amos

Warren G. and Merrily Andersen

James W. and Wanda A. Anderson

Joseph B. Anderson 

Mark S. Anderson

Michael M. and Terri A. Anderson

Victoria Regina Anderson and 
Steve Binkowski 

Ted J. and Jacqueline R. Andrusz

Helen H.* and Murvel Annan

Anonymous

Dr. and Mrs. Lee H. Anschuetz

Burton L. and Marjory Ansell

James R. and Peggy Anthony

Robert J. and Elaine Appel

Robert* and Marlene Appledorn

Sheldon and Elizabeth Appleton

Mario D. and Petrina M.  
Apruzzese

Salvatore S. and Vita Aragona

Jaime V. and Lourdes Aragones

Mark R. and Marie Arcori

Ann M. Arner 
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Israeli trips help students broaden  
their perspectives

Two organizations have joined forces to give Oakland 
University students opportunities to broaden their global, 
cultural and academic experiences. Oakland’s College of 
Arts and Sciences (CAS) has received a $24,000 gift from 
The Jewish Federation of Metro Detroit and $59,415 from 
the Nora and Guy Barron Millennium Fund to support the 
college’s Israel Study Abroad Program.

Last July, the program sent six OU students to Israel, 
where they completed a four-credit course, “Israel and  
the Middle East,” at Max Stern Academic College of  
Emek Yezreel. 

Students also had  
an opportunity to teach 
English as a Second 
Language to sixth-grade 
students and take day 
trips to historical and 
culturally significant 
sites.

“It helped me see a 
very complicated part 
of the world for 
myself,” OU student 
Julia Hunko says. “I got 
to see both sides of a 
very difficult conflict, 
and that has helped me 
as a person and as a 
student.”

Funding for the July 2009 trip came from the Nora and 
Guy Barron Millennium Fund. The Jewish Federation of 
Metro Detroit developed the trip as part of its Partnership 
2000 program. The partnership has created a 15-year 
cultural exchange among three Michigan communities, 
Detroit, Ann Arbor and Grand Rapids, and three 
communities in Israel’s Central Galilee area, Jezreel Valley, 
Migdal HaEmek and Nazareth Illit.

“We believe Central Galilee is our home in Israel,” says 
Lori Davidson Mertz, Partnership 2000 coordinator for the 
federation. “We partnered with OU because of its 
commitment to Judaic studies.”

OU’s student participants represent the CAS’s Judaic 
Studies program, a minor emphasizing Jewish history and 
culture within the context of global society.

“The Judaic Studies program and our involvement in the 
Partnership 2000 program with the Jewish Federation is an 
example of how Oakland University strives to educate 
future leaders with a broad world view,” says Virinder 
Moudgil, Ph.D., senior vice president for Academic Affairs 
and provost. “The need for increased understanding of 
religious influences and cultural differences in the modern 
world has never been more important than now.” n
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Students and scholarship supporters 
seek to change the world

People across OU are working hard to make the world a 
better place.

Much of this effort ties into scholarships, in one way 
or another. There’s the All for One program, for example, 
a student-led initiative that asked OU students to donate 
food items to Gleaners Community Food Bank and give  
$1 to the OU Scholarship Fund. In just three weeks, the 
program gathered 900 pounds of food and $229 in 
scholarship donations.

There’s also the All-University Fund Drive (AUFD), 
which raised more than $226,000 in support of Oakland 
University, the United Way and the Black United Fund, 
thanks to the involvement of 514 current and retired 
faculty and staff. This same spirit of giving was front and 
center at the Oakland University Alumni Association’s 
inaugural Grizzly Gala scholarship fundraiser on April 16, 
held at the Royal Park Hotel in Rochester, Mich.

Scholarships help students like OU sophomore Emily 
Tissot, who is working toward bachelor’s degrees in both 
anthropology and Spanish, and hopes to work in 
emergency public health someday.

She chose OU largely because of the numerous 
scholarships she received, including an OUAA Honors 
College Scholar award, an Honors College Scholarship and 
a Talented Scholar Award.

Tissot is grateful for the support — and the OU 
experience as a whole. “It’s really an incredible place,” 
she says. “As a freshman, I walked in and people said, ‘We 
think you have potential. Let us give you opportunities.’”

She adds that her friends at other colleges are jealous 
of the personal attention OU provides. “I’m going to 
change the world,” Tissot asserts, “and it’s incredible that 
there are people here who see that desire and want to 
support students like me.” n

Emily Tissot received several scholarships.
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Nightingales honor nurses’ heroic role

The film industry has the Oscars; the recording industry has 
the Grammys; and in Michigan, the nursing profession has 
the Nightingale for Nursing Excellence Awards. For the last 
22 years, this award ceremony has recognized the critical 
contributions nurses make in health care, while raising 
scholarships to help others enter the field.

Oakland University’s School of Nursing (SON) and the 
SON Board of Visitors presented its 2010 Nightingale award 
ceremony at the San Marino Club in Troy, Mich. on May 6. 

This year’s ceremony, “The Art and Science of Caring,” 
marks the 100th anniversary of the death of Florence 
Nightingale, who is credited with establishing the 
foundations of modern professional nursing.

“We’re thrilled to have Oakwood Healthcare System 
serving as our sponsor this year, along with Beaumont 
Hospitals, Henry Ford Health System, St. John Health System, 
St. Joseph Mercy Oakland, Detroit Medical Center, and 
others,” says Colette O’Connor, OU development officer. 

Two faithful guests at these ceremonies have been 
Maggie Allesee, who has served on the board that created the 
Nightingale award since its inception, and her husband, Bob 
Allesee, who plays piano during the silent auction.

The May 2009 award ceremony featured St. John Health 
System as the presenting sponsor. Additional sponsors were 
the Henry Ford Health System, Detroit Medical Center, 
Beaumont Hospitals, Crittenton Hospital Medical Center,  
St. Joseph Mercy Oakland and others. 

Award categories include administration, advanced 
nurse practice, education and research, long-term care and 
rehabilitation, nursing in the community, Oakland University 
distinguished alumni, staff nurse practice (with two recipients) 
and people’s choice. n
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Professors complete nuclear power internship

When Chris Kobus, Ph.D., and Brian Sangeorzan, Ph.D., 
teach their students about the nuclear power industry, the 
associate professors of mechanical engineering will be 
speaking from experience.

The OU faculty members recently completed a three-
month internship at the FERMI II nuclear power plant in 
Monroe, Mich., to prepare them to develop and execute 
curriculum for the School of Engineering and Computer 
Science’s (SECS) new nuclear power program. The 
internship was funded by a $40,000 gift from DTE Energy.

“We rotated through a number of different 
departments,” Dr. Sangeorzan says. “We did the basic 
nuclear training that’s done for anyone who works in a 
nuclear power plant. We got a feel for the environment, 
what’s important for the staff, what they focus on every 
day. It’s a hugely complicated system.”

The professors also spent three weeks at DTE Energy’s 
Detroit office, where they learned about other aspects of 
energy production. The first-hand knowledge Drs. Kobus 
and Sangeorzan gained will give OU engineering students 
an edge academically and in the job market. 

Ron May, chairman of the SECS Advisory Board and 
senior vice president for DTE Energy, helped arrange the 
faculty internship. The SECS’s new nuclear power 
engineering component, an option within the 
undergraduate mechanical engineering program, will offer 
courses ranging from the fundamentals of nuclear reactors 
and power plants to a nuclear physics lab.

“Today, there is a critical need for developing 
operational expertise in the nuclear power industry in  
the United States. By sponsoring professors Kobus and 
Sangeorzan for the Fermi internship, DTE wanted to help 
keep Oakland University at the forefront of developing 
leaders who will take us effectively into the future,”  
says May. n
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Couple’s gift provides career-building opportunities

Patrick and Mercedes Nicosia have taken steps to continue 
their legacy of supporting musical theatre students at 
Oakland University. The couple recently donated $100,000 
for the Patrick C. and Mercedes M. Nicosia Endowed Fund 
within the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS).

Their gift will be used to create valuable learning and 
career opportunities for students in the Department of 
Music, Theatre and Dance (MTD).

A portion of the funds will support the Pat and Mercedes 
Nicosia Meadow Brook Estate Award for a musical theatre 
performance, one of the MaTilDa Awards presented by the 
MTD department each year to honor talented students. The 
name of the award program honors OU founder, Matilda 

Dodge Wilson, and the letters “M,” “T” and “D” emphasize 
music, theatre and dance.

“They have a great enthusiasm for what these students 
do,” says Manjit Gill, manager of budget and special  
projects, MTD. 

The Pat and Mercedes Nicosia Meadow Brook Estate 
Award is named for the Meadow Brook Estate ensemble, 
which got its start as an OU show choir. Since then, Meadow 
Brook Estate has evolved into a course that allows seniors to 
perfect an audition piece and present it in New York City.

The Nicosias regularly channel endowment money to 
Meadow Brook Estate’s efforts. They also single out individual 
members of Meadow Brook Estate for a cash award. n
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Jeffrey L. Hauswirth 

Robert A. and Barbara Dean Head

Richard H.* and Mary Headlee

Henry R. and Mary Jo Healey

Timothy F. and Marsha Healy

Daniel J. Helfrich 

John A. and Linda Helling

Michael D. and Kathy A.  
Henderson

Richard W. Henderson

Thomas M. Henderson and Allison 
L. Kelly-Henderson 

Leonard G. and Irene K. Hendricks

Charles R. and Lorraine Hermes

Donald G. and Virginia Heth

Conrad S. and Jeanne Marie 
Heyner

Carlton M.* and Dora Higbie

Craig E. Hilborn and Ronda 
Martinez 

Linda L. Hildebrand 

Kenneth A. and Donna L. Hiltz

Keith A. and Diane Hinshaw

Harry D. and Gayle Genevieve 
Hirsch

  >

  >

President’s Club Society continues

* deceased      > first-time society donation      >> increased society level

Three community leaders have made contributions to 
support the Experiential Learning and Innovation (ELI) 
program offered through the School of Business 
Administration’s Center for Integrated Business Research 
and Education (CIBRE).

Beaumont Hospitals provided $21,040; Physician 
Healthcare Network gave $10,520; and St. Joseph Mercy 
Oakland Hospital supplied $10,520 in sponsorship of the  
ELI program.

The ELI program gives area businesses and corporations 
opportunities to work directly with exceptional graduate 
students interested in sharing their skills and ideas in 
real-world settings. Participating students build relationships 
with their sponsoring businesses and with the faculty 
members who guide them.

Businesses that serve as sponsors receive 300 to 600 
hours of project support from student partners and gain 

CIBRE creates unique partnerships among students, business community

direct access to the innovative ideas of students eager to 
make their mark in a corporate setting.

“In many instances, our students bring in a technology or 
idea that is outside the box of what the company is 
thinking,” says Balaji Rajagopalan, associate professor of 
management information systems and faculty director of 
graduate programs and CIBRE research. “To bring in 
someone from the outside means bringing in a perspective 
that may not have existed before for that company.”

President and CEO of St. Joseph Mercy Oakland Hospital 
Jack Weiner says that he sees real value in integrating the 
students into the work force. “Two of the key aspects that  
I feel make OU students exceptional are a strong work  
ethic and applied critical thinking skills. These are the 
qualities that employers are looking for in students and 
employees.” n
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Richard J. Hirsch and Patricia 
Shafer 

Adeline Hirschfeld-Medalia and 
Nahum Zeitlin Medalia*

Henry E. and Margaret Hockeimer

Dale V. and Stephanie G. Hoekstra

William E. and Beverly Hoglund

Gilbert and Sharon Holliday III

Richard J. and Julie Holmes

William G. and Nancy L. Holtman

Michael J. Hoornaert

Charles E. and Kathy Hoover

Dwight L. and D’Ann L. Hopker

Leonard* and Virginia Hopkins

Jeff Hoppie

Raymond and Sharon Horne

Bill S. and Marlene Horner

Jeffrey J. and Karen Hornyak

William H. and Denise M. Horton

Ronald M. and Carol Horwitz

Mark Alan Hosea and Sharon L. 
Kennedy 

Philip J. and Gail A. Houdek

Robert and Nancy Howald

Michael John Hrabonz 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Huang

Diane Hubert 

Josef F. and Juliana Hubert

John Hudak

Harold D. and Rita Hughes

Alan C. Huly 

Barry L. Hunt and Kimberly S. 
Hunt

Kevin A. and Colleen Huntsman

S. Nasir and Abass Husain

Tracy A. Huth 

Judith Huttenlocher 

Richard P. and Mary Beth  
Huttenlocher

Stephen K. and Lois A. Hutton

Noel C. and Nancy Lee Huyck

Stephen L. and Mary L. Hyde

Stuart C. Hyke 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ingalls

Richard D. and Roberta Irwin

J.D. Isaacson 

Atty. Frank and Dr. Frances 
Jackson

Jeffrey W. and Susan Jacobson

Bruce T. and Caryn James

Gregory C. and Sandra Jamian

Richard J. and Mary Lou Janes

Stanley R. Janik and Susan J. 
Christy-Janik 

Gregory M. and Susan Janks

Ellenette E. and James R.* Jenkins

Robert H. and Evelyn Jeske

David J. Jess

Richard J. and Involut Jessup

Angela R. Jobson 

Richard L. and Linda Johns

Henry C. and Robbie Johnson

Eric R. Johnston 

Kenneth D. and Collette Johnston

Michael D. and Marion Jordan

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Jositas

Dennis M. and Marilyn C. Kacy

Mitchell I.* and Zofia Kafarski

Roger J. and Barbara Lee Kalisz

Mary G. Kampe 

Gary N. and Diane Kanarek

Tai S. and Kyung Kang

George and Gertrude Karas

James H. and Laura Kartsonis

Gertrude Kasle 

David H. and Nicole M. Kassab

Nancy L. Kassab

Daniel J. Katke 

David J.* and Betty L. Katke

John D.* and Jeane* Katke

Russell L. Kavanaugh 

Steven and Judith Kavulich

John F. and Mary Keegan

Pauline Keeney 

Robert D. and Dolores M. Kefgen

General and Mrs. Naiff H. Kelel

Robert D. Kelley 

John F. and Mary L. Kennedy

John William and Katherine 
Kennedy

John G. and Carol Kennelly

Michael W. and Laura Kerby

Otto and Anne O. Kern

John S. and Connie Kerns

Todd and Connie Ketola

Mohammed Jamil Ahmed Khan 

Naim A. and Ferial M. Kheir

Lyn Kiehl and Dick Kiehl

Scott R. and Bonnie R. Kilberg

Diana and Karl S. Kilpela

David and Kathleen Kim

Edward N. and Sandra Kyung Kim

Hijoo and Yung E. Kim

Jin G. and Jin Young Kim

Joon Kie Kim

Tai H. Kim 

Frances J. King

James P. and Linda J. Kirk

John W. Kitzmiller 

Keith R. and Nancy Kleckner

Eugene L. and Marilyn Klein

Marvin Edward Klein*

Gary P. and Karen Kligman

Timothy D. and Judy E. Kline

Herb and Mary Klotz

Clifford Kenneth and Donna 
Knapp

Stephen Kneip 

Elaine Knell 

Randall L. and Cecilia Knight

Richard L. and Rebecca M. 
Knoechel

Gary F. and Susan R. Knudsen

  >

Scholarships help student who aspires to 
help others

Chris Jozwick plans to spend his future helping others.  
So it’s appropriate that a number of OU scholarships are 
helping him get the education he needs.

A sophomore in the School of Nursing (SON) and an 
Honors College student, Jozwick has received the OU 
Presidential Scholarship, a Handleman Scholarship, and 
two SON scholarships: the Dorothy Price Endowed 
Nursing Scholarship and the William Beaumont Hospital 
Scholarship. 

This assistance could not have come at a better time 
for Jozwick, whose father has been out of work since 
2008, following an illness. “I went for as many 
scholarships as possible so I could pay for school and my 
parents wouldn’t have to worry about it,” he says.

After he earns his Bachelor of Science degree in 
nursing, Jozwick intends to pursue higher education to 
become a nurse practitioner. He hasn’t made a firm 
decision about his future yet, but is considering the Peace 
Corps and Mercy Ships, which sends ship-based hospitals 
to areas in need worldwide. This summer, Jozwick will be 
a leader on a mission trip to Peru. 

In the meantime, he’s grateful for the scholarship 
support that enables him to fully experience college life. 
Jozwick lives on campus, is a member of the Honors 
College Council and also works as a SON research 
assistant.

“I’m really fortunate to have these opportunities,” he 
says. “And if I can achieve my goals, I hope I’ll be able to 
donate money to help support an OU scholarship myself 
someday.” n

Chris Jozwick is pursuing a nursing degree.
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Robert H. Knust 

Wes L. and Judy Koch

Konrad D. and Barbara A. Kohl

Melvin and Rosalie Kolbert

Harvey J. and Diane G. Komorn

Michael A. Komorn 

Earl C. and Charlotte Koops

Richard J. and June Korzeniowski

Thomas A. and Paula L.  
Kosakowski

Ernest M. and Nancy Kosch

Leo and Jeanne Reid Kousin

Ronald A. and Cynthia J.  
Kozlowski

Paul F. and Jan Kozowicz

Robert A. and Barbara J. Kraft

Michael R. and Zina Kramer

Frederick Krause and Kelli 
Kulczak 

Nathan O. Krause 

Jeffrey M. Krauth 

Tom and Julie Krempel

Bruce A. and Peggy Kresge

Gregory A. and Anna S. Kretz

Anthony and Kathleen Krol

William C. and Cynthia L. Kruse

Walter J. and Nancy L. Kubinski

Karen S. and John Kukuk

Brian N. and Janine Kundinger

Holly A. and Robert Kurzmann

Chester and Lucille Kus

Joyce and Myron M. LaBan

Edmund J. and Jeanne M. Labatch

James and Beryl Laherty

Kenneth A. and Diane M. Lahti

R. Bradley and Lee Ann Lambert

Patrick E. Lamberti

F. W. and Nancy Lamson

Kel Landers

Robert M. and Patricia Landsdorf

Patrick A. and Joelle C. Lanfear

Patrick D. and Kathleen R. Laper

Robert W. and Molly M. Larin

Daniel Larkin

James and Kathleen Larkin

Nan E. and Daniel K. LaRosa

William and Judith Latimer

Clinton D. and Lea M. Lauer

John and Catherine G. Lavrakas

John M. and Margaret Lay

Robert E. and Patricia LaZar

Kevin and Halina Leary

Hee Kap and Kyung Sook Lee

Taegun and Hae Jung Lee

Orville and Janet Lefko

Robert William and Penny Ann 
Legeret

Robert P. Lembeck 

  >

  >

President’s Club Society continues Arthur J. and Betty LeMire

Robert C. and Janet Lendt

Joseph T. and Alda L. Lentini

Curtis O. and Brenda Lerdahl

Murray B. and Shirley Levin

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G.  
Lewandowski

Elaine T. and David B. Lewenz

Donald and Leah Lewis

Glenn Warren and Peggy J. Lewis

Michael B. and Kathryn Lewis

Abraham R. and Mildred G. Liboff

Gerald Licht and Rosalyn Berman 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald T. Lico

Kurt and Karen Lilley

Ross* and Helen Lindsay

Thomas N. Linklater*

Gregory J. Liposky

Brian K. and Theresa A. Liska

William D. and Annette M. Lloyd

Michael J. and Frances P. Lobsinger

Peter J. and Joeann Loch

David and Marilyn Lochner

Ronald F. and Sheryl Loeb

Dwight W. and Susan Logie

Jordan London

Charles G. and Carlene Long

Douglas J. and Mary E. Long

Robert J. and Janet Long

Russell D. Long 

W. Lawrence and Cynthia Long

William E. and Novonda Long

Madeleine C. and Don Longano

Horace F. Lonnman*

Albert* and Beverly Lopatin

Robert E. and Margaret Loupee

Dawn K. Lovrovich 

Thomas W. and Bethany A. Lowry

Mack B. Lucas 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. and Ann 
Marie Lucido

Joseph G. and Diana Ludwig

Dan and Rose Marie Lukowski

Jeffrey L. and Julie Lundgren

Donald E.* and Lynn Luther

Alexander N. Luvall and Nancy 
Alida Farmer 

Kelly and Mary Lynch

John H. and Mary Lyons

William A. and Lori A.* Macauley

James C. and Sarah M. MacBeth

Urban A. and Ellen R. MacDonald

Harris O.* and Elaine* Machus

Robert L. Mack and Elizabeth A. 
Maier 

James M. and Linda Macklin

Robert O. and Christi MacMillan

Michael M. Maegawa and Shirley 
E. Gofrank

Keith C. and Joan Magee

Terry E. and Fran Maiers

Alex C. and Phyllis C. Mair

Dr. and Mrs. David T. Malicke

John P. and Annette Maloney

Joseph and Helen Malus

Robert Mann*
* deceased      > first-time society donation      >> increased society level
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Mr. John Manoogian, II

Edward S. Mardigian 

Anthony J. and Carolyn Phelps 
Marek

Rita Margherio 

Robert T. and Pamela A. Marin

Mel Markwardt

George M. and Carol Marsh

Donna L. Martin 

Norman R. Martin 

Robert J. and Helen Martin

Robert S. and Nancy Martin

Robert T. and Darlene A. Martin

Anthony J. Matson

Anthony J. Mattar and M. Jane 
Woodbury-Mattar 

Richard C. Matter 

Charles and Yolanda Matthews

E. Curtis Matthews*

George T. Matthews*

William H. and Kathleen M.  
Mattingly

William J. and Colleen M. Mayhew

Rodney S. Mays 

Janet Mazzara 

Patricia L. and William J. McCaffrey

Dave and Brenda McCain

Michael C. McCarthy and  
Elizabeth A. Dwyer 

R. Patrick and Linda McCarthy

James David and Judith McClure

William E. and Jane McCollough

Kenneth J. and Judy McCormick

Michael D. and Catherine McCoy

Frank R. and Marcia McCracken

Donald D. and Sharon McCready

Dennis E. and Sharon McDermott

Maureen M. McDevitt 

Terry J. and Ruth McDougall

Robert J. and Mary Ann McGarry

J. James and Elena McGowan

Kevin Francis and Janet  
McGuinness

M. J. and Elaine McInerney

Robert Martin McInerney 

Kenneth O. and Constance McKee

Martha McKenney 

Karen and Patrick McKenzie

Otis* and Phyllis* McKinley

Gene and Shirley McKinney

Jeffrey T. and Gail McLaughlin

J. Gerald and Gladys* McLean

John F. McMahon 

John B. and Dora A. McMullen

Michael J. and Nancy McPherson

Wilbur N. and Beverly McSorley

Steven J. and Barbara J. Mead

Richard A. and Jacquelyn Mealey

Jack G. and Lynn Mehl

John W. and Violet Melstrom

Matthew A. and Karen Mendrygal

  >

DTE grant makes power electronics lab possible

Joseph F. and Molly Mercurio

Roger P. and Phyllis Merryman

John E. and Mildred Merz

Carl R. and Sheila R. Messing

Lance L. and Debbie Metzger

Cherylann L. Meyer 

Robert J.* and Patricia Meyer

Ronald C. and Lorraine Miakinin

Anthony and Clarice Michaels

Robert and Ann Micus

Mark Stuart Migdal and Theresa 
Ruiz-Migdal 

Frank and Gail Migliazzo

Joseph D. and Leslie Mihalak

David G. and Christine Miles

Carol A. and Patrick G. Milkovich

Jean A. Miller 

Larry W. and Abby L. Miller

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Miller

Dr. Steven and Joyce Miller

William C. and Christine Miller

Kevin T. and Deborah Milliken

Grant E. and Jan P. Mills

Robert H. and Mary Milne

Donald A. and Karen P. Milner

Steven C. and Connie  
Miltenberger

Harold W. Milton and Lynn B. Rose 

Peter and Heather Miskech

David C. and Joyce Mitchell

Ernest E. and Beth Mitchell

Susan and Eugene R.* Mitchell

Moufid and Eva A. Mitri

Linda and Hank Mittelstaedt

John S. and Mary Modetz

Jack R. and Hilda E. Moeller

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Moesta

Marvin L. and Berta Molasky

William E. Molloy 

John B. and Kebby Monaghan

Douglas E.* and Eleanor R. Monks

Joe and Rhonda Monro

Robert F. and Elinore H. Moore

Brian M. and Alice Moran

Jack and Karen Moran

James K. and Sally Moran

Paul J. and Jill M. Moran

Thomas J. and Patricia Moran

William Morgan

Christopher L. Morin 

Robert B. and Anne Morley

Daniel E. Morris 

William J. Morris 

W. Edwin and Jane U.* Mosher

Thomas O. and Shirley Mueller

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie R. Munson

George Frank and Margaret C. 
Murasky

Thomas F. and Carolyn C. Murasky

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Murdock

Daniel T.* and Carolyn Murphy

Edward M. and Nancy A. Murphy

John C. and Donna R. Murphy

Kevin J. Murphy and Susan M. 
Gerrits 

Timothy B. and Paula Jean Murphy

Edward P. and Cynthia M. Murray

Richard D. and Christine Murray

Ronald A. Murray

Timothy James and Patricia 
Murray

John R. and Christine D. Musich

Jack and Penelope Myers

Walter R.* and Suzanne Naas

Gary M. and Mary M. Najarian

A grant for the School of Engineering and 
Computer Science (SECS) will help 
electrical engineering students put the 
concepts they’re learning in the lecture hall 
into action. The $45,000 grant from the DTE 
Energy Foundation has made it possible for 
the SECS electrical engineering program to 
move forward with plans to create a Power 
Systems and Power Electronics Lab.

“Equipped with hands-on experience, 
our students will be better prepared for jobs 
related to power systems and the emerging 
job markets in design and manufacturing of 
electric and hybrid vehicles, and a wide 

variety of electromechanical devices and 
systems,” says Professor of Engineering 
Manohar Das, Ph.D.

The new lab will comprise three stations 
equipped with motor sets, a DSP board kit, 
a drives board, oscilloscope, computer and 
power-pole board. The grant also will cover 
the cost of employing a graduate student 
part-time to install the devices and manage 
the lab. 

The new lab is scheduled to be 
completed this spring. n
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James C. and Marian Nancarrow

John C. Napley 

Donald W. Nauss

Anthony J. and Carlene S. Nehra

Thomas B. and Sharon M. 
Nelcamp

Terry L. and Margaret Nelson

Carl and Annette Neppach

Arthur C. and Dorothy I. Nesse

Gwen and Gary Newhall

John and Sharon Newman

George M.* and Kathryn Newton

Christopher and Diane Nicholas

Raymond J. and Kris Nicholson

William R. and Barbara Nixon

James K. and Catherine Noble

Artis M. and Justine Noel

Rosemarie Noga 

Edward H. and Joyce M. Nolan

Jack A. and Judith A. Nolish

Gordon and Karen North

Ralph T. Norvell 

Michael A. Novak and Loretta 
Ames 

Barbara and Robert Nowikowski

Michael C. and Penelope Nyberg

Alyce O’Brien 

Charles A. O’Brien 

John P. and Janet O’Brien

Patrick R. O’Connell

Robert L. and Sue O’Connell

John L. O’Connor 

Henry K. and Sonya Oh

Michael R. O’Hara 

Patrick M. and Carol Ann O’Keefe

James F. and Kissie Oles

Lou Ann Oles 

August and Margaret Olivier

Rick and Mara Lee Olson

Thomas F. and Shirley A. O’Masta

Daniel Fredrick and Eleanor Jean 
O’Reilly

John and Charlene Orletski

Michael J. and Rachael O’Sullivan

Frederick A. and Barbara Otto

Larry J. and Wendy L. Ouimet

Victor H. and Deborah H. Pagano

James W. Page and Pamela  
Voss-Page

Lucille A. Page 

John D. and Charlene Paglino

Vincent J. and Lisa Paglino

Michael C. and Susan M. Palazzola

Ronald J. and Carol A. Palmer

Vito A. and Angela D. Pampalona

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Panosian

Hal M. and Marguerite Pantti

Linda A. Papa

Clemon and Ann Joan Pardales

Robert L. Park

Bruce J. and Bonnie Parker

Frederick J. Parker and Karen F. 
Schmitt 

George W. and Donna Parolini

Roy E. and Diane Parrott

James R. and Helene A. Parry

James R. and Tracey B. Parry

Gary R. Parsons 

Rita A. Pascoe*

George R. and Bette L. Patrick

James W.* and Helen Patton

Theodore P.* and Arlene Paulnock

Paul S. and Connie Peabody

Thomas and Debra Penn

D. Mike Pennington

Alan William and Mary A. Peterson

Robert B. and Gwen Peuterbaugh

O. L. and Delores Pfaffmann

Fred and Suzanne Phillips

Thomas J. and Suzanne Phillips

Henry S. and Ruth Shelley 
Pinkney

John C. and Marie Pino

Stephen D. Pitzer 

Don G. and Ernestine Pixley

Richard A. and Marjorie Pizarek

Richard G. and Jean E. Pizzi

George D. and Beverly  
Poffenberger

Mark J. and Sheila Polcyn

Michael P. and Claudette Polis

Ralph L. Polk 

Frederick J. and Barbara Poole

John B. Poole*

Jeane D. and John A.* Poos

John A. and Shirley Porter

Richard B. and Judith A. Porter

William R. and Leah Auldrich 
Potere

Howard P. and Loren Potocsky

Robert A. and Mary Powell

Curt and Lora M. Powers

Eva Powers

Howard O.* and Mary Powers

Rajendra and Neeta Prasad

Roger B. and Linda C. Preede

George T. and Sarah A. Preisinger

John Prepolec 

David M. and Mary D. Preston

Jeffrey E. and Renee Pries

Thomas W. and Charlene Marie 
Proctor

Modris and Ruth Pudists

Donald C. and Candice A.  
Purgatori

Michael B. and Susan L. Quinn

  >

  >

President’s Club Society continues Tom P. Quinn 

Dale J. and Eunice Raar

Mary Raden 

Theresa P. and Roger C. Radke

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Radom

James F. and Marsha L. Rafferty

Frank F. and Christina Raine

Barbara G. Ramseyer 

Kathryn B. Randall 

Anthony F. Randazzo 

Daniel and Darla D. Randazzo

N. S. and Shanthi Rangarajan

Gregory W. and Helen C. Ranney

Gladys B. and Bernard D.*  
Rapoport

Gary R. Rasmussen 

Richard E. and Dawn Rassel

David C. and Linda E. Ray

Edward Raymond 

D. Craig and Ruth R. Rebold

Chandra S. and Ila Reddy

Venkat N. and Alvira Reddy

Paul* and Kathleen Reehil

Jae K. and Seung Za Rhee

Joe A. and Carolyn Rhinehart

Thomas P. and Trudy Rhoades

John J. and Thelma L. Riccardo

David R. Rice 

Howard T. Rice 

William J. and Joan C. Richards

Paul C. and Susanne C. Richardson

Melvin E. Riecher 

Keith E. and Marcia Kae Riemer

Paul A. and Claudia Riemer

Christopher John* and Elsa Mary 
Roberts

George H. Robinson 

Gary I. and Charlotte D. Robson

Kathryn Gurwell and David H.* 
Rodwell

Dennis W. and Nora Roehrig

Randy J. and Miwa Roemmich

Werner C. Roennecke, M.D. and 
Patricia Ignatius

Erik B. and Kimberly Roeren

Ronald A. and Vivian A. Rogers

William M. and Marsha P. Rogers

William E. and Dorothy Rogerson

Robert N. and Janet L. Rohde

* deceased      > first-time society donation      >> increased society level
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Frank S. Rokas 

Paul Romanelli 

Vivina Covacha Rosal 

Richard J. Rose and Nancy Lord 

William W. and Eleanor W. Rose

Barry M. and Linda E. Rosenbaum

Martin B. Rosenbloom and June A. 
Rosenbloom

Jerome V. and Patricia Ross

Michael Joseph and Laura Ross

Robert E. Ross 

Ronald M. and Ilona A. Ross

Milton H. and Terry Rotenberg

Stuart A. and Kathy Rotenberg

Richard Roth 

Marianne P. and Robert B.  
Roughley

Theodore L. and Janice Roumell

Barry Rowe 

Jeffrey and Deborah Rubin

Jerry I. and Judy Rubin

John P. and Suzanne Ruff

Gary J. and Kathy M. Ruffing

David W. and Susan Rugenstein

Leroy H. and Maria Runk

Joel W. and Susan M. Russell

Kay F. Ryan 

John K. and Rita Rye

Marty E. and Gerrie Sabo

Robert D. and Maureen A. Safian

Richard T. Sahlin*

Quaid J. Saifee 

Ramo A. and Valerie Salerno

Florence F.* and Arthur W.* 
Saltzman

Galdino and Eva B. Salvador

Vidal J. and Dolores Sanchez

Barry Sanders 

Henry and Irene Sandrock

William E. Satterfield

Margaret K. Savage 

Peter and Carmella Scaglione

Thomas M. and Veronica Schaden

William C. and Susan Schaefer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Schafer

Robert and Mary Scharff

George E. and Marie Schena

Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Scher

Randall S. and Elizabeth King 
Scherer

Michael R. and Denise Schinella

James E. and Carolyn Schmalzriedt

Louis C. and Mary Jayne Schmidt

Charles L. and Beverly Schmitz

Robert J. Schneider

Alan E. and Marianne S. Schwartz

Bernard and Deborah Schwartz

Darren Schwartz

Robert M. and Sandra J. Schwartz

Donald E. and Barbara  
Schwendemann

Tony and Joy Sciarrotta

John D. and Roberta Scodellaro

David W. and Virginia D. Scott

Franklyn E. and Myrtle Seabrooks

Harriet P. and John C.* Secrest

Andrew E. and Alice Segal

Heinz H. and Veronica Seidel

Michael and Shelly Semanco

Dennis J. and Alice M. Seppanen

Walter J. Sepura 

Nancy J. Sergeant 

Hubert C. and Maureen Serre

Robert J. and Robin Rutherford 
Servo

Rebecca P. and Mark William 
Severson

Patrick G. and Sandra Seyferth

Lois and Mark Shaevsky

Kevin and Tammy Shannon

Robert R. and Whitney P. Shapland

Allan J. and Donna M. Sharp

Robert G. and Janice Shaver

William G. Shaw 

Brian M. Sheehan 

Dave and Kathie Shellenbarger

Chester P.* and Margaret N.* 
Shelly

Clarence M.* and Carole Anne* 
Shelton

Cornelius J. Shine*

Gordon B. and Susan Shlom

James M. and Nancy E. Shook

Sandra S. and Michael J. Short

Lyle and Joyce Shuert

Craig M. and Kimberly Sicilia

Robert W. and Joyce M. Siegel

G. Graham and Jane Silcox

Alan M. and Susan Silver

James R. and Deborah Simpson

Kathleen G. and James A. Simpson

Philip Singer 

Benedict and Cecelia Siragusa

Gary L. Skog 

Frederick J. and Patricia Sladovich

Frank L. and Martha Slaughter

Mark L. Small 

Charles F. and Elizabeth A. Smith

D. Fred and Stephanie Smith

David D. Smith 

David M. and Lenelle H. Smith

Eric E. and Sally Smith

Jerome R. Smith 

Mark D. Smith and Renee P. 
DeLauney-Smith 

Michael J. Smith and Diane  
DeForest 

Roger A. and Arlene G. Smith

Wallace P. Smith 

Allen F. and Marilynn Smyth

Mr. and Mrs. Dietrich Sneideraitis

Joan Sneyd 

James C. and Marilyn Snider

  >

Giving challenge inspires generosity

School of Business Administration (SBA) alumni responded 
positively to the 2008-09 Elliott-Stinson Challenge, a call to 
alumni to support the school and its programs.

The challenge resulted in more than $400,000 raised. In 
addition to alumni, donors included other individuals, 
corporations, foundations and other organizations.

The impetus behind these financial gifts came from two 
couples. Hugh and Nancy Elliott, honorary SBA alumni, and 
Craig, SBA ’84, and Ann, SBA ’83, Stinson challenged alumni 
and friends of the SBA to come forward to support the 
school and its programs.

Collectively, the couples committed to matching gifts 
and pledges — up to $500,000 — made to the SBA as part 
of the Campaign for OU from November 2008 through 
October 2009.

“I believe in Dean (Mohan) Tanniru’s vision for the 
School of Business Administration and want others to step 
forward in helping us create a new understanding of 
business student education,” Hugh Elliott says.

Alumni were receptive to supporting their individual 
schools, says Dr. Tanniru. “The school is where they have 
their affiliation on campus,” he says. “They remember 
certain faculty, and they’re grateful for the education they 
received from the faculty.”

This effort was especially well supported by the SBA’s 
Accounting and Finance Department. Its advisory board 
members, friends and alumni raised $180,000.

“The board members recognized the Elliott-Stinson 
Challenge as an opportunity to help the department, so  
they spread the word within their places of employment  
to fellow OU-SBA graduates to participate in the challenge,” 
Dr. Tanniru says. “The board exemplifies collaborative 
leadership, and this was the key to the department’s 
success.” n
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President’s Club Society continues

* deceased      > first-time society donation      >> increased society level

Anthony and Kay Snow

Estelle Snyder 

Jerry L. Sobota 

In Young and A Mi Soh

David N. Sokol 

Jack H. and Jane Solomon

Robert Solomon and Jean S. Braun 

John F. and Barbara Solverson

Richard G. and Janet Somerlott

Charles D. Sower

Deborah Spehar 

Paul and Christine Spigler

Ralph G. and Julie Spratt

William Springer*

Albert H. and Sheila Spung

Edwin L. and Henryka Squires

Bill Sroka

Herbert J. Stange 

Edward L. Stanton 

William R. and Sandra Staples

Diana Starcher and John Sifonis 

Dedrick F. Stearns 

Martin Stebbins 

Gerhard Stebich 

Vageehe Steele 

Thomas J. and Jacquie  
Steinbrecher

John and Kim Marie Stencel

Michael and Sharon A. Stencel

Tom and Ann Stevens

Eugene V. and Carol Stevons

Charles D.* and Nancy Stocking

William P. and Mary Stockwell

John A.* and Beverly Stoops

Thomas M. and Deborah Storen

David J. and Merita Stormzand

Mary B.* and John R. Strang

Alfred W. and Jeanne Stransky

Robert P. and Debne Strazzella

Reginald G. and Dorothy  
Studenski

Lois Stulberg

Jonathon J. and Laura A. Sudo

John M. Sullivan 

Everyn E. and Deborah Swain

Ever A. and June Swanson

Robert W.* and Elaine M.* 
Swanson

James R. and Linda L. Swearingen

Clinton and Patricia Swinehart

Mary M. and Dennis N. Swingle

Ronald L. and Margo Syria

David P. and Nancy Tamulevich

Thian Lai and Mary Ellen Tan

Gerald A. Tarquinio 

David T. and Marcelle E. Tasker

Alfred H. and Elizabeth Taylor

Rudolph T. and Louise Taylor

S. Martin and Anna Diggs Taylor

David M. and Ilene Kaufman 
Techner

  >

Harry Tennyson*

David J. and Noreen M. Thomas

Gary C. and Patricia P. Thomas

George M. and Doris Thomas

Marc E. Thomas and Deborah L. 
Gordon 

William J. and Brenda Thon

Michael A.* and Lois F. Thornbury

Arthur S.* and Cecelia Tobiassen

Geno* and Joyce Brownlee  
Toffanetti

Craig J. and Kristyn J. Tonti

Tina Marie Topalian and Maury 
Okun 

Mark and Mitzi Toth

John E. Tower and Kelly Ann Allen 

Mr. Lawrence F. Townsend and  
Dr. Nicole Leigh

Lynn A. Townsend 

Berthold C. and Kristine E. Treiber

Raymond L.* and Janet A. Tremblay

Dr. Robert L. Tremblay

Mario and Marilyn Trescone

John and Leslie Treter

John R. and Kristy K. Trouba

Thomas D. Trueman 

Carol Truesdell*

Ann Merry and Chuck Tuffley

Harvey C. and Linda W. Tull

Douglas H. and Mary Ellen Turner

John Michael and Catherine L.* 
Tyler

Michael J. Uminski 

Brad and Sue Upton

Todd M. and Stacey Upton

Geoffrey C. Upward 

Kenneth L. and Phyllis Urwiller

Duane W. and Andrea Utech

Herbert and Joanne Marie Vader

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Van Brunt

John F. Van Lennep 

Laura L. VanDenheede 

Agnes E. and David L. VanDeputte

Larry and Nancy B. Vander Werff

Leah and Stephen R. Vartanian

Joseph and Sally Veltri

Romualdo and Mary JoAnn  
Vendittelli

David B. and Susan M. Verellen

Paul K. and Evelyn J. Verlee

William F. and Susan Vincent

Richard A.* and LaVohn C. Vining

Michael G. and Stacey R. Voorhees

Dennis L. and Jan Wade

Robert Thomas and Janet  
Elizabeth Wade

Richard Wagner*

Michael E. and Berwyn L. Walker

David E. Wallin

William R. and Millicent G. Wallin

Patrick M. Walsh 

Theresa and Robert F.* Walters

Toni S. and Kenneth Walters

Alan R. and Hope B. Warren

Ms. C. Weeks-Kummer and 
Mr. P. Kummer

Howard E. and Zena Weimer

Larry E. and Betty Weinberg

Lawrence M. Weiner 

Jeffrey L. and Joyce Weingarten

Mark D. and Cindy M. Weingarten

Charles E. and Shari Weisbaum

Franklin G. and Doris Weiss

Thomas C. and Shelley Welch

Robert A. and LeAnn J. Wellens

Rosemary Wells 

Thomas L. and Joan Werth

Joseph* and Lisa Wesner

Carroll J. West

Norman Betts Weston 

Jan P. and James B. Westwood

Kenneth and Kimberly A. Whipple

Clarence E. and Dorene Whitbey

John H. White 

Robert A. and Rae Anne White

Harvey W. and Linda Whitehead

Donn Bradford and Betty Allen 
Whitmer

Donald J. and Maureen A. Whitton

William G. Wibby*

Barbara Wickersham 

C.G. Widdifield 

S. Thomas and Jane S. Wienner

Forest B. and Helen Wiley

  >

  >
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Heritage Society
The Heritage Society recognizes donors who contribute documented 
planned gifts to Oakland University with the intent of building a 
legacy for Oakland’s continued success.

Memorials
Oakland University received gifts in memory of the 
following people:

Cliff and Julie Adams

Norma L. Adams

Robert L. Adams*

Lee D. Anderson

Anonymous

Margaret Ashdown*

Michael M. Bahn

Carl F. Barnes, Jr. and Anna M. 
Barnes

Helen S. Basberg

Daniel P. Baumhardt

Art* and Betty Blair

Gale A. Blank*

Don H. Briggs*

Lawrence Paul Canyock

Larry L. Carey

Julius Christensen

Dr. William Connellan

Gary M. Cook

Harold Cousins*

Ronald L. Cramer

Wanda Cybowicz*

Lawrence H. Dickelmann

Naomi Dickelmann

David J. Downing

John W. Dressler*

Edelgard DuBruck

Charles S. Eberly

Edward A. Eickhoff

Lowell R.* and Della Mae* Eklund

Janette and Francis Engelhardt

Dr. Edward J. Farragher

William M. Fox

Robert G. Gaylor

Graham John Graham*

Dr. Michael W. and Diane L. 
Grieves

Alice Gustafson*

Martha L. Hammel

Priscilla A. Hildum and Warren L. 
McCabe

Daniel J. Holderied

Stanley W. Hollingsworth*

Werner G. Holzbock*

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Howlett

Michael John Hrabonz

Ann W. Jocham

William H. John and Story S. John

G. Philip Johnson

Bernard S. Kent

Naim A. Kheir

Raymond L. Kizer*

Barry M. Klein

Helen Klein*

Gary and Ann Laidlaw

Alvin R. Larson*

Mr. and Mrs.* David Baker Lewis

Gerald Licht

Gregory J. Liposky

Dr. Berton London

Horace F. Lonnman*

Jacqueline I. Lougheed*

John A. Maurer

Philip J. May*

Elizabeth N. McMath

Larry W. Miller

Ben D. Mills*

John and Kathy Mills

William A. Mitzelfeld

Patrick C. and Mercedes Nicosia

Barbara Nowikowski

Gary E. Olshavsky*

Mary L. Otto

Ralph K. Patton

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis K. Pawley

Mark M. Picklo

Eva Powers

Henry D. Price*

Mrs. Melvin C. Raber

Paul C. Richardson*

John M. Savio

Margaret Allen Scabich*

George H. Seifert

Stephan Sharf

Roger B. Smith*

David N. Sokol

Miron Stano

Mrs. Fredrick J. Stare

Tobye S. Stein and Neal E. Alpiner

Robert L. Stern*

Alvin T. Swope*

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H.* Travis

Mary P. Van Sell*

Betty A. White*

Christine and Ivan* Wilcox

John R. Ylvisaker

Dr. Betty J. Youngblood

Charles W. Akers

Fred Braun

Marylin J. Brooks

John B. Cameron

Andre Casse

Frank M. Cleary

Joseph Davidson

Pierre L. DePorre

Ryan Emmerich

William Faircloth

Lori Fournier

Erwin Hasenzahl

Lorraine Headley

Donald Hildum

Isabel Hildum

Joseph Der Hovanesian

Danny L. Jordan

Joseph M. Lendway

Pamela A. Morehead

Kenneth Morris

Robert M. O’Brien

Rita A. Pascoe

Gerald J. Pine

Jennifer Louise Scott

Deanna B. Smith

Rachel Smoger

Marylyn E. Snook

Robert L. Stern

Barbara J. Thorpe

Dennis R. Toffolo

Camille R. Torner

Gertrude M. White

Sharon Wilhelm

John R. Ylvisaker

Stanley A. and Barbara Wilk

Alissa and Theron R. Williams

Gilbert W. Williams Trust*

J. Richard and Camille Williams

James P. and Mary Lynn Williams

Robert J. and Anne Williams

Robert J. Williams 

Roger K. and Karen Williams

Sam B. and Barbara Williams

Timothy M. and Gail Williams

Barry Wilson

Charles L.* and Diane Wilson

Jack T. and Kathryn M. Wilson

Thomas F. and Marylyn Withers

John S. and Suzanne E. Witucki

Richard E. Wood and Doris  
Zink-Wood 

Thomas B. Wood and Kathleen A. 
Wood

Ralph F. Woodbury 

Harry F. and Alice Wooster

Scott A. Wortman and Susan 
Peabody Wortman 

John N. and Cynthia Wuest

Gregory L. and Kerry Blair 
Wysocki

Robert W. and Sandra Wysocki

Fred Yaffe 

Timothy G. and Martha A. Ying

Theodore O.* and Amanda Yntema

Tai P. and Jeong S. Yoo

Tae Sik and Jung Hee Yook

Chang Ho and Young Hi Youn

Michael P. and Christine Young

Joe H. and Sue Yun

Casmere Zagorski 

Dr. and Mrs. Harvey Zalesin

James G. and Betsy Ann Zboril

James C. Zeder*

Eddie and Carole E. Zelinski

Gregory P. and Kimberly A. Zeug

Paul C. and Marilyn Zimmer

Doris M. Zink

Michael Paul and Marcella Zinser

Robert J. and Patricia Zobl

Mohamed A. Zohdy and Hoda 
Abdel-Aty-Zohdy 

Robert J.* and Eileen C. Zolad

William A. and Denise A. Zolbert

Gus N. Zoppi 



$250,000 and up

Anonymous

Community Foundation 
for Southeast Michigan

James H. McKay and 
Marilyn Williamson* 

Matilda R. Wilson Fund

$100,000 to 
$249,999

Anonymous

Crittenton Hospital 
Medical Center — 
Foundation

DTE Energy and DTE 
Energy Foundation

Kresge Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis K. 
Pawley

$50,000 to $99,999

Guy and Nora Lee Barron

Comerica, Inc.

R. Hugh and Nancy Elliott

International Paper 
Company Foundation

Robert L. and Joan Rosen

Stephan and Rita* Sharf

Craig M. and Ann S. Stinson

William Beaumont  
Hospital

John R. Ylvisaker

The E. Matilda Ziegler 
Foundation for the 
Blind, Inc.

$25,000 to $49,999

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. 
Allesee

Autism Society of America

The Baskin Foundation

Diane and Robert Coderre

Nancy Cross 

Eaton Corporation

R. Hugh and Nancy Elliott 
Foundation

Equity 11 Ltd.

GM North American  
Operations

Jon M. and Gwyn R. 
Hartman

Patricia A. Heftler 

The Pierre V. and Margaret 
T. Heftler Foundation

Lear Corporation

National City Bank

Jim and Ann Nicholson

J. B. Smith 

St. John Health System

St. Joseph Mercy-Oakland

Donna and Walt Young

$10,000 to $24,999

Abu and Zainab Ahmad

Rhoda Burke Andrews 
Foundation

Alps Automotive

Beacon Hill, Inc.

Steve Ezio and Nancy 
Benedettini

Brogan & Partners

Avern L. and Lois Cohn

Continental Automotive 
Systems US, Inc.

Detroit Chapter of the 
Society for Information 
Management

Detroit Medical Center

Brian L. DiBartolomeo 

Marc Dutton

Oscar H. and Dede 
Feldman

General Dynamics Land 
Systems, Inc.

Donald L. Golden 

Nancy and James J.  
Grosfeld

The Nancy & James  
Grosfeld Foundation

Henry Ford Health System

Rachael and John M. 
Hoffmann

Hutchinson Sealing 
Systems, Inc.

Infogation Corporation

Jewish Federation of 
Metro Detroit

The Kelly Services, Inc. 
Foundation

Michael R. and Zina 
Kramer

McGregor Fund

Brian Drake and Lisa 
Keramedjian Meer

The Lisa and Brian Meer 
Foundation

Mark J. and Barbara 
Mendola

William A. and Diana J. 
Mitzelfeld

Oakland Plus

Oakwood Healthcare 
System and the 
Oakwood Foundation

Optimizerx

Paul S. and Connie 
Peabody

Richard E. and Elaine A. 
Pearson

The Pearson Family  
Foundation

Personnel Design  
Systems, Inc.

Physician Healthcare 
Network

Providence Hospital & 
Medical Center

Anthony F. Randazzo 

Safety Engineering  
Laboratories

Margaret K. Savage 

Jerome L. and Elyse 
Shulman Schostak

Robert I. and Nancy R. 
Schostak

Telecom Technicians, Inc.

Charles W. and Shirley 
Thompson

Trubiquity, Inc.

T-Systems North  
America, Inc.

Woodward

* deceased
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$5,000 to $9,999

AAA Michigan

Mostafa I. and Antonietta 
Abuzeid

American Society Of 
Safety Engineers

Anonymous

Apex Digital Solutions

Bruce L. Becker 

Burtek, Inc.

Howard S. and Judith K. 
Christie

Crestmark Bank

Richard T. and Patricia 
Deary

Detroit Engineered  
Products, Inc.

Retha H. and Walter E. 
Douglas

Dow Corning Corporation

Drusilla Farwell  
Foundation

Fisher Consulting  
Services, Inc.

Fitzpatrick Manufacturing 
Company

Lisa M. Flynn 

Freedom One Financial 
Group

Michael A. and Susan M. 
Glass

George and Phyllis Law 
Googasian

Googasian Family  
Foundation

Allen and Barbara H. 
Gough

Jeffrey L. Hauswirth 

Hauswirth Moncrief PPLC

Hennessey Capital, LLC

William G. and Myrtle Hess 
Trust

Diane L. and Kenneth R. 
Hightower

Priscilla A. Hildum and 
Warren L. McCabe

Jean M. Holland 

Masud Imran 

Albert Randolph and  
Patricia M. Judd

Bernard S. and Nina Kent

Adam L. Kochenderfer 

The Lyon Foundation

Macomb Town Hall

James Mallak and Luce 
Zielinski

Merrill Lynch

Frank and Gail Migliazzo

Millie A. Miller and Donald 
F. Cole*

Sayed A. Nassar 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. 
Nathan

Leslie Wise and Robert M.* 
O’Brien

Maurice O’Callaghan 

O’Reilly Rancilio PC

Organization for Autism 
Research

Mary L. Otto and Jerome 
D. Hill 

Timothy J. and Maggie C. 
Otto

OU-MSU Federal Credit 
Union

P.E.T.S.

Susan J. Phelps 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP

The Private Bank

Chakrapani Ranganathan 
and Asima Hussain 

Quaid J. Saifee 

Janice G. Schimmelman 
and John B. Cameron*

SD Investments LLC

Debra Sue and George 
Setman

Lois and Mark Shaevsky

Mary Beth Snyder and 
Richard Armitage*

Diana Starcher and John 
Sifonis 

Sterling Insurance Group

Patrick and Kathryn 
Tooman

Charles H. and Maryanne 
Torner

John Michael and  
Catherine L.* Tyler

Vanguard Charitable  
Endowment Program

Wells Fargo Foundation

Floyd G. Willoughby

Lula C. Wilson Trust

$2,500 to $4,999

Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Foundation

Betsy Eileen Bayha and 
David J. Guzeman 

Mr. and Mrs. Lance M. 
Baylis

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan

Aaron S. Boesky 

Gregory and Patricia 
Bright

Butzel Long Corporation

Steven B. and Katherine A. 
Calkin

CareTech Solutions, Inc.

Annette and John Carter

Timothy J. and Mary 
Caughlin 

Robert John Causley and 
Rosanna R. Caruso 

Community Foundation of 
Greater Rochester

Daughters of Vartan

Derderian Kann Seyferth 
& Salucci, P.C.

Mark and Renee M.  
Dershwitz

Angela DiBartolomeo 

Dykema Gossett PLLC

Brian Scott and Julie Edgar

The Filippis Foundation

French/West/Vaughan

Garden City Hospital

GMACI

Om P. Goel 

Hammerhead  
International LLC

Daniel Hauser 

William M. and Lorraine* 
Headley

The generosity of 29 donors led to nearly 
$35,000 in contributions to Meadow 
Brook Hall recently during a one-day 
matching gift challenge sponsored by the 
Community Foundation for Southeastern 
Michigan and the Cultural Alliance of 
Southeast Michigan.

The 50 cents-on-the-dollar match was 
meant to help cultural organizations raise 
awareness of operating needs and to 
encourage online giving. 

With the matching funds, Meadow 
Brook Hall received $52,316 for the 
preservation and interpretation of the 
building.

Community Foundation for 
Southeastern Michigan has a history of 
supporting Oakland University programs. 

Its recent gifts include a $500,000 
donation to the School of Nursing for its 
Riverview Institute of Oakland University. 
The institute, formerly St. John’s 
Riverview Hospital, provides accelerated 
second degree (ASD) programs in nursing. 

And by providing $91,100 in funding 
for an Adams Entrepreneurial Fellow at 
OU’s business INCubator, the foundation 
played an important role in supporting 
entrepreneurial businesses in this region. 
The OU INCubator supports existing and 
grows new technology-based and life 
science businesses with university 
resources, decision support system 
sessions, business counseling services and 
financial/capital acquisition assistance. n

One-day online challenge leads to nearly $35,000 in donations 



Richard Deary, CAS ’85, attributes a great deal of his success 
in life to his experience in the OU Honors College. And to 
help give students an opportunity like the one he had, Deary 
and his wife, Tricia, recently made a generous donation to 
support Honors College scholarships.

Deary, who graduated cum laude with a bachelor’s degree 
in communications, says The Honors College is what made 
him choose OU in the first place. 

“It was the best experience anyone could ever have,” 
Deary says. “The nice thing about going to The Honors 
College was that instead of being taught what to think, as is 
the case at many universities, I was taught how to think, and 
how to think critically. This, in practice, taught me how to 
work in a manner to help me achieve my goals.”

Deary says being surrounded by such gifted and talented 
students encouraged him to work harder at his studies and 
helped him develop new and better ways to learn. Something 

else that motivated him was the support of The Honors 
College director at the time, Robert Howes, professor of 
history. 

“He really believed in me,” Deary says, “and I believed in 
the program.”

Today, he works as director of business development for 
LM Capital Group, an investment advisory firm in San Diego, 
Calif. Deary is a member of The Honors College Advisory 
Board and has made donations in the past to support various 
endeavors. This year, he and his wife made a contribution  
to The Honors College to help fund scholarships.

“Pursuing an education through The Honors College is 
going to give students the best opportunity to build a 
foundation from which they can truly grow their mind, body 
and spirit,” Deary says. “And that will position them for 
success in whatever career path they choose.” n

Alumnus gives back to support Honors College’s scholarships
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Tracy A. Huth 

ISCG-Interior Systems 
Contract Group

Jack’s Place for Autism 
Foundation

Jim Causley Pontiac-GMC, 
Inc.

William H. John and Story 
S. John

Johnson & Johnson Family 
of Companies

Johnson & Johnson  
Services, Inc.

William G. and Geraldine 
A. Keane

Sikander and Nahid Khatri

Kenneth J. and Kathryn 
McCarter

Medical Network One, P.C.

Mental Illness Research 
Association

National Defense  
Industrial Association – 
MI Chapter

North Oakland Home 
Health Care, Inc.

Palace Sports &  
Entertainment, Inc.

Pfizer, Inc.

John C. and Marie Pino

Pontiac Osteopathic 
Hospital

Proud Mary Custom  
Prosthesis

J.M. Pete and Mary  
Salpietra

Science Applications  
International  
Corporation (SAIC)

The Skillman Foundation

Special Tree Rehabilitation

Star-Batt Management, Inc.

Start Wireless Group, Inc.

Steve and Darlene  
Stolaruk

Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School

Mr. Lawrence F. Townsend 
and Dr. Nicole Leigh

Robert Alton Uptegraff 

Jan and Sheila Van der 
Marck

Robert A. and Jacqueline 
H. Wiggins

WIT, Inc.

$1,000 to $2,499

Ismat A. Abu-Isa 

Frederick M. and Cheryl 
Adams

Dr. Linda Thompson 
Adams and Woodruff 
Adams

Edwin L. and Gretchen L. 
Adler

Anne C. Akin 

Allegis Group Foundation

Thomas D. Allen 

Margaret A. Allesee and 
Robert A. Allesee  
Foundation

American Association of 
University Women

Amerisure Mutual  
Insurance Company

Lucille and Robert Arking

Mohammad Ashraf 

AT&T Foundation

Thomas H. and Polly Page 
Atkinson

James M. and Doris G. 
August

Susan M. and Jon Awbrey

Muhammad and Marina 
Azim

B&N College  
Booksellers, Inc.

Muhammad A. and 
Naeema B. Bajwa

Barron Family Foundation

Larry J. and Liza Lynn 
Baylis

John William and Lynne 
Beaghan

Ronald B.* and Janet E. 
Bennett

Berron Investments II

Richard and Kathleen M. 
Bieszki

Bloomfield Hills Rotary 
Foundation

Lisa L. and William G. 
Boyer

Gary J. Brancaleone and 
Beth D. Benson

The Frank and Ethel 
Bresto Family  
Foundation

Nancy Melamed Brown 

Arthur W. Bull 

Denis M. and Karen M. 
Callewaert

Cardinal Health  
Foundation

Tom Carkeek 

Patricia and Kenneth 
Carpenter

Lee A. Casey

Cengage Learning, Inc.

Elie Joseph Chidiac, M.D.

Linda M. and Ralph O. 
Cicchini

Bernard J. and Jill Cipa

James F. Cipielewski and 
Linda M. Pavonetti 

James F. Cole 

Brian A. and Marlene 
Connery

Consumers Energy 
Company

Covenant Healthcare

Ronald L. Cramer 

Carol A. Cwiek 

Dr. Jerry and Emilie 
Dancik

Davies-Gauthier  
Foundation

DePorre Family  
Foundation

Derderian Kann Seyferth 
& Salucci, P.C.

The Detroit Medical 
Center

Detroit Renaissance  
Foundation

David P. and Blythe M. 
Doane

Doeren Mayhew & 
Company, P.C.

Simon and Janice Dover

DXV Investments LLC

Eagle Ottawa, LLC

Robert T. and Jane  
Eberwein

Edward A. Eickhoff

Elliott Tape, Inc.

James L. and Diana L. 
Elshoff

Monica E. Emerson 

Cameron J. and Susan J. 
Evans

Lynn Galbreath Fausone 

Teri L. Fenner 

FEV, Inc.

Robert S. and Eileen Fink

Terry A. and Linda M. 
Fiscus

Dr. Catherine T. Flaga and 
Michael P. Flaga

William M. Fox and Shirlee 
Parker 

Stephen D. Garrity 

William E. and Rene 
Garrity

Russell Gill and Josephine 
Franz

Melvin E. and Jennifer 
Gilroy

Global Impact

Susan Davies Goepp

Goldman, Sachs & 
Company

Patricia Gormely Prince 
and Thomas C. Gormely

Janet Elaine Graetz 

Dr. Michael W. and Diane L. 
Grieves

Guardian Industries  
Corporation

Joseph and Deborah 
Guettler

Nancy Hakala 

* deceased



n  n  n   Where Innovation and Opportunity Meet     75

Pilgrim Investments LLC

Plante & Moran, PLLC

William H. Powers, Jr. 
ChFC

George T. and Sarah A. 
Preisinger

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. 
Radom

Ganga Rajkumar 

Timothy E. Reed 

The Rehmann Group

Gary W. and Sue Rogers

Barbara Rush

Marjorie and William 
Sandy

Sandy Family Foundation

Margaret Allen Scabich*

Robin and Bill Schalz

Brian and Angela Merici 
Schmucker

Phillip A. and Christine 
Ann Serra

The Shower Door Store

Yousuf Ali Siddiqui 

Mary P. Sloan 

David A. and Deborah D. 
Spencer

Sports Authentics, Inc.

St. Joseph Mercy Health 
System

Mrs. Fredrick J. Stare

Stein and Associates LLC

Robert Baker Stewart 

Lakshmi Sundaram

Teresa M. Takai 

Takata

Mohan R. and Edith E. 
Tanniru

Douglas W. and Michele 
Templeton

Norman Tepley and 
Miriam Leventhal 

TMBKS Family Foundation

Farouk S. Tootla 

Sue and John Tower

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H.* Travis

Linda K. Tyson 

UAW Region 1-A CAP

Mr. and Mrs. James J.  
Van Brunt

Julie H. Voelck 

Volkswagen of America, 
Inc.

Richard E. Warren 

Watson Wyatt & Company

Donna R. Weinstein 

H. Wayne and Shirley Ann 
Wells

Louise R. and James L. 
Westcott

John H. White 

Wiklund & Bond Financial 
Services, Inc.

Ross M.* and Judy Wilson

Kenneth M. York

Dr. Betty J. Youngblood

David and Lorna Zalenski

Victor A. and Nancy J. 
Zambardi

Xiangqun Zeng  

$500 to $999

Fadia M. Abaza 

Sherry F. Abernathy 

Omar Abu-Yasein 

Accenture

Aging Answers LLC/Axis 
Case Management

M. Y. Ahmed 

Albert Kahn Associates, 
Inc.

Cheryl A. Allerding and 
Louis Jack Nachman 

Allure Medical Spa

Al-Nafi Foundation

Abed E. Alo 

Thomas E. and Gretchen 
D. Anderson

Anesthesia Staffing  
Consultants, Inc.

Joseph R. Angileri and 
Julie S. Douse-Angileri 

Lin Yiun Au 

Jim and Cathy Aubry

Mary Antonia Ausum and 
Dalbert W. Fear 

Auto-Owners Insurance

Roderick A. Barke 

Basha Diagnostics, P.C.

Douglas and Jill Bastian

David R. and Barbara A. 
Beam

Robert B. Beam 

Mary K. and Robert L. Bell

Keith Bennett 

Bentley Motors, Inc.

Shabbir Bhatti 

Ryan D. Bissell 

Bloomfield Hills School 
District

Cory R. Borgeson and 
Diane Glowinski 

BP Fabric of America Fund

John M. Brabbs

Paul and Roberta Bresette

Michael G. Brock 

Mark R. Brorson 

Carol Brossier 

Judith K. Brown 

Paul A. Brown 

Kenneth A. and Susan M. 
Brune

Nancy T. Bulgarelli 

Jessica A. and Timothy A. 
Burkhardt

Harlan Foundation

Bruce C. Harris 

The Hartmann Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Susan E. Hawkins 

Health Alliance Plan

James A. Henry and Natalie 
Bell Cole 

David B.* and Doreen N. 
Hermelin

William H. and Denise M. 
Horton

Hospice of Michigan, Inc.

Peter N. and Laurie 
Hovland

Mr. and Mrs. James L. 
Howlett

S. Nasir and Abass Husain

Joseph Anthony  
Impellizzeri 

Iviz Group, Inc.

J. E. Bennett Properties 
LLC

Atty. Frank and  
Dr. Frances Jackson

James C. Larson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Gregory P. and Carol J. 
Jeltema

Syed Irfan Haider Jilani 

Dutch and Leslie Jones

Robert P. and Anne 
Cotcher Judd

Greg C. and Susan P. 
Kampe

Karol Kampe 

Mary G. Kampe 

Donald R. Kanter 

Mohammed Jamil Ahmed 
Khan 

Shabina Haji S Khatri 

Margaret Ilene King*

Gary P. and Karen Kligman

Knights of Vartan, Inc.

Gregory A. and Anna S. 
Kretz

Kelsey N. Krych 

Karen S. and John Kukuk

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas  
LaGrasso, Jr.

Gary and Ann Laidlaw

Lambda Chi Omega  
Sorority

Gary and Pat Lamothe

Legg Mason & Co., LLC

Lockheed Martin  
Corporation

Gerald Lohr 

Albert L. Lorenzo 

M-15 Family Medical 
Center, PC

Glenn W. MacDonald 

Dr. and Mrs. Russell F. 
Mahoney

Shadan Malik 

Darren M. and Jill M. 
Martens

Masjid Saad Foundation/
TIA

William H. and Kathleen 
M. Mattingly

Wade and Brenda J.  
McDermaid

Maureen M. McDevitt 

Merrill Lynch & Company 
Foundation

John E. and Mildred Merz

William S. and Michele J. 
Messner

Michigan Safety  
Conference

Eugene A. Miller and  
Lois A. Miller

Jean A. Miller 

Michael and Kyrston 
Miller

Kevin T. and Deborah 
Milliken

Donald A. and Karen P. 
Milner

Jack R. and Hilda E. 
Moeller

Kathleen Healy and Gerald 
Moore

Virinder K. Moudgil 

Timothy B. and Paula Jean 
Murphy

Nicholas and Louella 
Martin Fund

Thomas R. and Lisa 
Nowland

Nuveen Investments

Roger E. and Jeannie M. 
Oberg

Janet and Donald O’Dowd

David F. and Susan Ogden

Dale R. O’Hara

Bernard L. Oppenneer 

Gerald M. and Julie L. Parks

Peak Performance

Ricardo Pellafone 

Jeffrey C. and Gina M. 
Petherick

Louis W. Petro 
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Trudy L. Burns 

Michael S. Bylen 

Richard and Janice Goble 
Caloia

Kathleen Jordan Campbell 

Pamela R. Campbell 

Russell G. and Nancy J. 
Carniak

Neil W. Casaceli 

Adam D. and Suzanne 
Guise Cheslin

Seong Yeon Cho 

Robert J. and Margaret 
Christina

Laura K. and David Claeys

Brian Owen Clark 

Sallylou Rasmussen Cloyd

Consumers Energy  
Foundation

Kathleen A. and Roger 
Cook

George E. and Geraldine 
Palmer Coon

Douglas R. Cornelsen 

Brian Anthony Costello 

Credit Union ONE

Mr. and Mrs. Theodor R. 
Cunningham

Joe Davidson

Cathy M. Deacon 

Delta Dental Plan of 
Michigan

Roman and Renata  
Dembinski

Charles S. and Patricia 
DeRousie

Sharon J. Desot* and 
Daniel J. Goulette 

Gadis J. and Susan C. 
Dillon

Mark and Paula Doman

Harold B. and Jeanine 
Doremus

Matthew J. Downes 

Timothy R. and Maryellen 
Dunn

Effective Builders, Inc.

Paul T. Elder 

David W. Elliott 

Janice S. and Maurice 
Elvekrog

Clinton N. and Haley L. 
Emerson

Emhart Teknologies, LLC

Export Corporation

Michael Fencil 

Lucille E. and Larry J.  
Ferrigan

Fineline Landscape  
Construction &  
Maintenance

Thomas N. and Jacalyn B. 
Foot

Thomas Austin and  
Kathleen O. Ford

Foreigner

David Charles and Diane 
Denise Fox

Richard J. and Suzanne O. 
Frankie

Gerald G. and Ruth H. 
Freeman

Bryna M. Freyer

Frederick D. Funston and 
Irina A. Bourtseva 

James V. Gammicchia 

Greggory R. and Amy 
Block Garrett

Ronald L. Gellish 

Genesys Regional Medical 
Center

Christophe Georges 

Judith M. Girard 

Patricia Gosik 

Terry C. and Cynthia C. 
Graessle

Julie L. Granthen 

David A. Greenamyre and 
Dr. Barbara S. Romzek

Raymond W. Gunn 

Hagopian Family  
Foundation

Raymond C. Hahn 

Michael and Catherine 
Hapanowicz

Richard E. and Edith 
Haskell

Health Care Weekly 
Review

Heathers Club of  
Bloomfield

Bryan R. and Judy A. 
Hegelund

Lorin J. Herman 

Linda L. Hildebrand 

J. Scott and Betty J. Hildum

Herman Hintiryan 

Helen W. Holmes 

Hopkins Burns Design 
Studio PLLC

Saleem and Fauzia 
Humayun

Mark R. and Janice Hurst

Anwar Hussain 

Liaquat Hussain 

Greydon Hyde and  
Christine M. Burnard 

IBM Corporation

Irvin Automotive Products

Ronald and Joanne B. 
Jacobson

Asmaa Jamil 

Mona A. Joseph 

James B. Junker 

Don L. and Nancy L. Kaegi

Pamela Jean Kellett 

Jennifer M. Kelley 

Frances J. King

Robert N. and Susan A. 
Kluge

Shawn Alan Kornoelje and 
Cheryl Angelelli 

Julius Kusey 

Robert M. and Patricia 
Landsdorf

Sue E. and Duane N. Lange

Zahid and Nafisa Latif

John K. and Elaine F. Leigh

Thomas P. and Jean 
LeMarbe

Frank J. Lepkowski 

John Jay Lepley 

John J. and Cindi M. Lesser

Steven W. and Jennifer 
Linville

Laszlo Liptak 

Erica A. Lozon 

Lyster Watson  
Management, Inc.

Scott A. MacDonald 

Susan Elizabeth and Daniel 
Douglas MacDonell

Tamara Machmut-Jhashi 

Robert L. Mack and  
Elizabeth A. Maier 

Matthew and Michele 
Magnotte

Janet R. Marsh 

Martin Group, Inc.

Bob and Stacey Maxfield

Charles Robert Maxfield 

Irene Mazur

McClain, Smith &  
Wenz, PC

H. Dean McGee 

Elizabeth N. McMath 

Metro Networks Traffic

Metropolitan Detroit  
Musicians League

Roberta Meyer and 
Michael F. Michel

* deceased

For J. B. Smith, supporting Oakland University has become a 
meaningful way for him to help people improve their lives.

“I feel blessed in my life; now I am focused on helping 
others,” says Smith, who recently donated $34,200 to support 
Oakland’s Athletics Endowed Scholarship Fund.

Smith serves as managing partner of Equity 11, an 
independent private equity firm, and as chairman of 
ISEKURITY, an identity theft protection company. Both 
operations are based in Auburn Hills.

“I want to support OU because I believe in what they are 
doing and where the university is going,” Smith says. “OU 
does the right thing in the right way, and it is on its way to 
becoming an elite academic institution.”

In addition to supporting the Athletics Endowed 
Scholarship Fund, Smith funds the athletic photos on the 
O’rena entrance doors and sponsors the President’s 
Invitational Golf Outing. ISEKURITY was the presenting 
sponsor for the 25 Years of Coaching Excellence dinner 
featuring a roast of Head Basketball Coach Greg Kampe. n

Area business leader believes in Oakland’s work, its approach
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Michigan Health Council

Brian and Stacey L. 
Mielock

MIG Detroit, LLC

Ronald P. and Sharon A. 
Monache

Kim M. and Eileen A.  
Morehouse

Stacy Lorraine Mosely 

MTD Marketing Group 
LLC

Robert A. Nehmer 

Raymond J. and Kris  
Nicholson

Patrick C. and Mercedes 
Nicosia

Madeleine A. Nikolaus 

Diane M. and Douglas 
Norris

Northern Michigan  
Hospital

Northern Trust Bank

Northpointe Capital

Northrop Grumman  
Foundation

Oakland Girls Soccer 
Camps LLC

Barbara and Randy Oakley

Harry T. Orr and Bonnie 
Hattan 

David E. and Dorothy M. 
O’Ryan

Nicholas K. and Leslie-Ann 
O’Shea

Philip D. Owen 

Victor H. and Deborah H. 
Pagano

The Palace of Auburn Hills

Michael C. and Susan M. 
Palazzola

Harry G. Pardon 

David Pascoe 

Patti Engineering, Inc.

Peak Performance  
Baseball, LLC

Penn Square Real Estate 
Group, LLC

Scott W. Petrovich 

Gary S. Pilibosian 

Ronald John Piscotty 

Barry R. and Janice Pivitt

Michael P. and Claudette 
Polis

Brian J. and Sandra K. 
Pradko

James B. and Linda L. Pratt

PVS Chemicals, Inc.

Paul E. and Shannon A. 
Rice

Steven Riga 

Angela M. Righetti 

Ken and Sandra Robb

Bradley S. and Holly A. 
Rush

Franklin C. Saad 

William and Donna  
Sabourin

Saks Fifth Avenue

Chris T. Sandvig 

James H. Schall 

Maryann E. Schaller 

Laura A. Schartman 

John Schelar 

Thomas J. and Kathy 
Schnur

Daniel Schukraft 

Segall Bryant & Hamill

Seizert Capital Partners 
LLC

Sankar and Sharmila 
Sengupta

Beverly A. Sikora 

Martin A. Sikora 

Michele L. St. Denis 

William E. Stark 

Mary T. Stein 

Tobye S. Stein and Neal E. 
Alpiner

Eric R. and Catherine L. 
Stephan

Tracey Stulberg 

Sullivan Ward Asher & 
Patton PC

Deborah A. Syme 

James P. and Dorothy C. 
Symons

Jonathan E. Teal 

Martin E. and Lory  
Testasecca

Douglas and Barbara J.* 
Thorpe

Timberland Group  
Services, Inc.

Jacquie Traub 

John Traub 

Tri-County Custom Sports

US Army Health Care

U.S. Trust, Bank of  
America Private Wealth 
Management

Nancy J. and D. Craig 
Valassis

Bradford S. VanNelli 

Elaine and John Vogel

Xia Wang 

Susan L. Ward 

Ms. C. Weeks-Kummer and 
Mr. P. Kummer

Jennifer M. Weingartz 

Harvey L. and Lucille* 
Weisberg

Timothy and Pat Welke

Scott A. Westgate 

Ann Louise Whall 

James H. and Margaret M. 
Wike

Steven Wilkes 

Joanne Williams 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip G. 
Williams

Larry and Debbie Wilson

Thomas and Joy Wolfe

James C. and Jeanne K. Wu

Mahamadou Yamoussa 

Steven T. Yedlin and Patte 
J. Bishop 

Jane Ellen Zimmerman 

Mohamed A. Zohdy and 
Hoda Abdel-Aty-Zohdy 

Angela Zotos and Dennis 
Sobieski

$250 to $499

Adult Well-Being Services

Americare Medical, Inc.

James W. and Wanda A. 
Anderson

Gebran S. and Suzanne P. 
Anton Foundation

Robert K. Aste 

Alan D. and Eileen A. 
Augustine

Aurum Design Jewelry

Roberta A. Badgley 

BAE Systems

Steven W. Baker  
and Nicole Marie  
Artanowicz 

Gary Bandy 

Linda I. Barc and Mark J. 
Sesvold*

Sandra L. Barnes

Christine and Randy L. 
Barnett

David R. and Diane M. 
Barrett

Tilford Bartman and Susan 
Trelawny Hildum 

Patricia A. and Drew 
Becker

Jay* and Carol Bernstein

Lester I. Binder 

Jane M. Bingham,  
Professor Emerita, 
Oakland University

Richard J. Bingham 

Scott William and Andrea 
Concetta Bittinger

Rochelle Alicia Black 

Joseph P. and Cynthia M. 
Blair

Douglas A. and Barbara 
Bloom

Lisa A. Boffa 

Karen Bolak 

Eleftherios and Chrysoula 
Botsas

Steve K. and Sarah K. 
Bowers

Louis R. and Mary L. Bragg

Gail A. and Terrence P. 
Brennan

Marlene Brennan 

William and Prema 
Brennan

Brian N. Brink 

Martha L. Brown 

Michael S. Brown

Frank P. and Nora J.  
Cardimen

Colin W. and Jill Carpenter

Nancy C. Carr 

Carroll-Ochs Jewelers

George P. and Cheryl A. 
Carson

Kelly R. Carter 

Century 21 Town & 
Country

Benjamin M. and Bobbi 
M. Cesa

Yin-Ping Chang 

Donald J. and Dolores 
Channing

Ferman Albert Chavez 

Catheryn L. Cheal 

Ka and Bee K. Cheok

Brian J. and Lisa M.  
Chichila

William G. and Mary K. 
Cichowski

Dino and Deb A. Colarossi

Shannon Alexandra Coley 

Scott A. and Patricia 
Collins

Constellation Energy

Jeffery and Lynae Joy 
Cooper

Ronald J. and Kathryn 
Coriasso

Starr Elizabeth Cornell 

Gary F. Cortes 

Katherine Ann Costello 

David L. and Donna 
Couture

David G. Cox 

Daniel M. and Elise A. 
Crates

Robert C. Crates 

Kevin R. and Marianne D. 
Cunningham

Curtis L. Hunt MD PLC

Avni Dalal

DAMY International, Inc.

Mary E. and Steven Daoust

David M. Zalenski, MD 
PLLC

Delta Air Lines Foundation

Gregory and Lucile  
Demanski

Sandra K. Deng 

Marvin and Mary Dery

Detroit Armenian 
Women’s Club

Detroit Community Health 
Connection
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Frank A. and Renee  
DiCristofaro

John A. Diefenbach

J. F. and Geraldine  
Dielenhein

George Marian and  
Christine M. Dinicu

Bruce Dittman 

Michael L. and Patricia 
Dobosenski

Stephen and Nikki 
Downes-Martin

Jim and Becki Doyle

Patrick A. and Bonnie L. 
Doyle

Carolyn A. and Dan R. 
Dreyer

Kathryn E. Dreyer 

Elizabeth A. Du Mouchelle 
and Leonard F. Charla 

Leonard E. and Patricia A. 
Duda

Angela Duperon 

Sandra K. Dykstra 

Christa Ashley Dyson 

Kent James Eckersley

Andrea Eis and Steven 
Rost

Chad K. Elliott 

Judith L. and Irwin L. Elson

Euphoria Salon & Spa

Hank and Kris Everitt

Alan H. and Toni Faust

Michael A. Faw

Nino J. and Mary T. Fiorani

Anne Fisken 

Ron M. and Beth J.  
Flannery

Roselyn M. and Michael 
Flannigan

Darlene M. Florek 

Dehnie M. and Eugene 
Fong

Charles L. and Dana  
Fortinberry

Lucien and Becky Fouke

Fountain of Knowledge 
Foundation

FRF Oakland Hills  
Carpentry

Pieter A. Frick 

Greg A. and Susan M.  
Galloway

Subramaniam and Shanthi 
Ganesan

George L. and Reida B. 
Gardiner

Mary L. and Daniel J. 
Gebauer

Grant R. and Klaren 
Gerhart

Rosemary Goforth 

Bette J. Gomez 

Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Co.

Charles Stanley and 
Barbara Granger

Ginger L. Grimmer 

Randy J. Gu 

Laila Guessous 

Danielle Rene Haelewyn 

Keith A. Hahn 

Darrin M. Hanna 

Barbara E. Harrison 

Lois A. Harsh and Lloyd E. 
Harsh, Jr. 

Robert and Debra Hart

Richard B. Hathaway 

Henkel of America

Elizabeth A. and John B. 
Henkels

Roxanne I. Hill 

Charlene Howland 

Wei-De and Chun-Lien Hsu

Mary Hunter 

Intel Foundation

Jerry R. and Sue C. Isbell

Oded and Elana Izraeli

J & L Mfg. Co.

Thomas and Geri  
Jablonski

Jacquie Traub Interiors, 
Inc.

Kenneth S. and Kimberly 
M. Janke

Dennis and Joyce 
Janowski

Peter and Karen A. Jarrad

James M. Jay and Nancy J. 
Thompson 

Michael K. Jennings 

Ruihua Jiang 

Chieko Jimbo 

Carolyn Jean Johnson 

Dora Jonah 

Marlene and Danny* 
Jordan

Jay M. and Susan Kalisky

Richard Karoub 

Holly L. Kerstner 

Fazal M. Khan 

Vincent B. and Izzat G. 
Khapoya

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel P. B. 
Kirkwood

Marshall W. Kitchens 

Barbara A. Klein 

Dr. John S. Klemanski and 
Ms. Sheryl L. Klemanski

Caryl M. Knight 

Kerro Knox 

Judith S. and John F. 
Knutson

Krzystof J. Kobus 

Duane F. and Barbara 
Kortsha

Susan J. and Mark T. Koss

David N. Kuhlke 

Erik W. Kuiler and Susan E. 
Hartley 

M.A. and V.J. Kwiatkowski

Joyce and Myron M. LaBan

Landon Butler & Company

Steven J. and Marcelle 
Landry

Mary Lanier 

John M. Lee 

Joseph M. Lendway 

Sydney S. Lentz, Ph.D.

Nick Leone, DDS PC

Ledong Li and Ping Shi 

Emmett N. Lombard 

Lunjin Lu 

Lucido Jewelers

Nicolas and Maria  
Lulgjuraj

Philip G. Lux 

James and Carolyn Luyckx

Caitlin E. Lynch 

Sarah F. Lynch 

Karl Majeske 

Mancuso’s Florist

Jerry and Laurie A. Marsh

Brenda J. and Michael A. 
Mayer

Jimmy T. McClure 

Gary Carl McDonald 

Deb McGinnis, Ph.D.

Brian and Kathy  
McGinnity

John A. and Roberta M. 
McGrath

Glenn McIntosh 

Charles J. McIntyre 

Alice V. McLeod 

Dawn E. and Stephen W. 
Meese

Michigan Sports Network

Michigan Wolves Hawks 
Soccer Club

Ann E. Mieczkowski 

Paul G. and Debra A. 
Miehlke

Mijo’s Diner

John and Marianne Miller

Cory and Debbie Misztura

Neil G. and Donna L. 
Mitchell

Sid and Bani Mittra

William Bradley and 
Pamela Tristen  
Mitzelfeld

Ali Mohammad 

Alfred J. Monetta 

Theodore J. Montgomery 

Gregory Rahm Morehead 

Donald D. and Stephanie 
Morey

Anthony C. Morton 

Lynetta M. and Gerard M. 
Mosby

Thomas F. and Carolyn C. 
Murasky

Patricia S. and Gerald A. 
Naski

Scott P. Nelson 

Laura Neubauer 

North Oakland Baseball 
Federation, Inc.

Nouveau Building  
Services, Inc.

Deborah K. Nowak 

Michael C. and Penelope 
Nyberg

Oakland Softball Camp

Colette Lynn O’Connor 

Patricia J. and David E. 
O’Donnell

O’Donnell Properties

Theophilus O. Ogunyemi 

Corinne Opiteck 

Thomas J. and Eleanor A. 
Osborn

Joanna and Paul R.  
Osterhout

Ravi Parameswaran 

Gary R. Parsons 

Partridge Family  
Physicians, P.C.

Christopher Frank and 
Amy L. Pascoe

Vincent L. and Caroline 
Fox Pavone

Patricia A. Pawlik 

Judith A. and Gary Pegg

Sandra H. and Eric S. 
Pelfrey

John J. Perillo 

Pete Hovlands  
Competitive Swim 
Camp for Boys and Girls

Karen M. and Donald J. 
Peters

The Pino Insurance 
Company

John P. and Cheryl M. 
Piskulich

Harold “Red” and Marian 
Poling

Emma E. Pope 

Anne E. Porter and Martin 
McClure 

PRP Wine International

John W. and Mary  
Przybycien

Radio Programming & 
Management, Inc.

Balaji Rajagopalan 

Bilal A. and Javeria Rathur

Osamah Ahmad  
Rawashdeh and Nisreen 
Al-Bataineh 

Darryl R. Reaume and  
Kim M. Muster-Reaume 

Reflections Hair Studio

Eleanor Lewellen and 
Kenneth Reynolds

Douglas and Suzette  
Richardson

Craig W. and Susan L. 
Riedel

Thomas D. and Juliana 
Roberts

Royal Park Hotel LLC

Joel W. and Susan M. 
Russell

Amy M. Rutledge 

Salk Elementary

Welson A. Sarkis 

Ursula Scroggs 
* deceased
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National City Bank helps Spanish-to-English language 
program expand reach

Since it was founded in 1998, the College of Arts and Sciences’ (CAS) 
Hispanic Outreach Program has been providing specialized Spanish-to-
English language instruction for Hispanic immigrants in southeast 
Michigan.

Through a $25,000 gift from National City Bank, now part of PNC, 
the outreach will soon be able to further these efforts. “It’s so important 
for people to focus on education,” says Michael Bickers, SBA ’86, PNC’s 
executive vice president for Consumer and Small Business Banking.

The gift is intended to help the program do things it hasn’t been able 
to accomplish in the past, Bickers adds. “We wanted to plug gaps and 
help reach families that can experience direct, positive impact.”

Classes are organized by the Linguistics Department in cooperation 
with Hispanic Services of Pontiac — now a division of Catholic Social 
Services. Undergraduate and graduate students in the department’s 
English as a Second Language program conduct the teaching. Currently, 
approximately 250 men and women participate.

In addition to the instruction itself, the program provides 
transportation to those who need it, on-site day care and work- and 
school-friendly schedules. n

Daniel L. and Janice Seeds

George H. and Elizabeth 
Pyle Seifert

George and Elizabeth 
Seifert Foundation

Matthew Selan 

SeventhStreet Integrated 
Creative Services

Michael D. and Cynthia 
Sevilla

David M. Shears and Mary 
M. Smith 

Arline Harriett Sheffer 

Becky Showalter 

Ali T. and Mona T. Siddiqui

Gautam B. and Harkirat 
Singh

Melissa L. Smith 

Anthony L. and Darlene 
Soave

Franklin J. and Beverly A. 
Stafford

Karyn Rae Stanley 

Miron and Haija Stano

David L. Stark 

Philip C. and Kathrine A. 
Steel

John and Kim Marie 
Stencel

Rainelle C. and Robert J. 
Stephenson

Sterling Tool

Louann and Philip Stewart

David R. Stilber

Ronald A. Sudol 

Ashley L. Sullivan 

Bryan J. and Tina L. Sullivan

Beth and Tom Talbert

Alison J. Tansel 

Tau Beta Pi Association

James E. and Susan J. Taylor

Mildred C. Taylor 

James W. and Ann K. 
Throop

Susan L. Thwing-McHale 

Craig V. Timm 

Kent E. and Debbie Timm

Michael R. and Barbara G. 
Timm

TMU Music Studio

Patricia L. Toccalino 

Geri Ann Toski-Beeman 
and Duane M. Beeman 

The Townsend Hotel

Janell Dawn Townsend 

Amy Marie Trandell 

John and Leslie Treter

Mary T. and Fredric S. Troff

Truist

Kelley A. and Jeffrey S. 
Tungate

Brian G. and Peggy A. Tyler

Tracy S. and Gregory E. 
Utech

Jim and Sandy  
Vandenberghe

David Paul and Catherine 
Vartanian

William T. and Sheila 
Vecere

Jeffrey J. Vezina

The Video Guys

Belinda K. Vinton 

Joseph J. Vogan 

Graham P. and Nina A. 
Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. 
Watt

David A. and Merijean B. 
Webb

Wellpoint Foundation

Westland Convalescent & 
Rehab Center

Robert A. and Rae Anne 
White

Kenneth and Denice 
Whiteside

Anne E. Williams 

Frances J. Williams 

Kenneth John Williams 

William J. and Jean A.  
Williams

Edwin L. and Sondra B. 
Willobee

R. J. and Phyllis Wlodyga

Todd W. and Deanna M. 
Wohlfeil

Susan E. Wood and Barney 
Bauer 

Lianxiang Yang 

Yinger Pharmacy Shoppe, 
Inc.

Caitlin Elizabeth Young 

Carol A. and Thomas N. 
Young

Patricia M. Zawadzki 

Yu Zengshan 

Qian Zou   

$100 to $249

3-Dimensional Services

Dana Marie and Darin B. 
Abbasse

ABC Harley Davidson

Carrie L. Abele 

G. Accetturo

Marie Celine and Alain 
Adam

Lola Adams 

Ellin J. Adderley 

Terence E. Adderley 

Elaine D. Addis 

Arthur Adlam 

Adult Learning Institute
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Advanced Foot & Ankle 
Center

Advanced Technology & 
Marketing Group LLC

Advancement Resources

Advantage Anesthesia LLC

Javed I. Ahmed 

Hadi A. and Sofia Akeel

Sher M. and Fakhraun N. 
Akhtar

Anne E. Albertus 

Lyn M. Albrecht 

Paul and Sarah Alcala

Colleen Mary Allen 

Maureen Allyn 

Mustafa Al-Omari 

Diane V. and Luther Aman

James C. and Nora L. 
Anderson

Andy Wagstaff Soccer 
Academy, LLC

Mary Kathleen Angel 

Bernard R. Angelelli 

Louise A. and William 
Angermeier

Lawrence and Kelly  
Annarelli

John R. and Joan M. 
Anstett

Kevin D. Appleton and 
Jeanette Casey 

Sitaramayya Ari 

Armenian Renaissance 
Association

Deborah K. Armstrong 

Shayne D. and John 
Arnesen

Tony Ashman 

Stephanie L. and Steven K. 
Ashton

AT&T

AT&T United Way

AXA Foundation

Linda J. and Robert A. Ayres

Nora and Roland E. Baars

David M. Baer 

Robert F. Baer and Mary 
Ann Woods Baer 

Frederick and Marie J. 
Bailey

Kathryn J. and Steve C. 
Bailey

Charles H. and Shelley J. 
Baker

David W. and Kathleen A. 
Baker

Patricia A. Baker 

Annette T. and John V.* 
Balian

Leslie Ballian 

Sharon K. and Gerald 
Balnius

Elizabeth A. Banachowski 

Duane A. and Mary Jo 
Banyai

Kathleen J. Bard

Colleen S. Barkham 

Carl F. Barnes, Jr. and Anna 
M. Barnes

Barnes Group  
Foundation, Inc.

Barnett Anesthesia Inc.

Anne M. and Thomas 
Barrett

Julie D. Barrett 

Richard F. Barron 

David J. and Lisa L. Bartlett

Kenneth R. Bartos and 
Mary Ann Hazen 

A. George and Carole J. 
Basmadjian

Adrienne Lee Bass and 
Troy Cubero 

Mary C. Batchelor 

Mauro M. and Lucia  
Battaglini

David S. and Sally J. Battle

Justin J. Battle 

Tina Battle 

Juliane M. Bauer 

John O. and Patricia 
Gondek Bayagich

Edward Bayleran 

Vicki M. Bayne-Perry 

Gilbert M. and Mary Bazil

Stephen J. Bazinski 

John Bazzo 

Margaret Beamer 

Corey M. Beaubien 

Mark T. and Leslie T. Beck

Edward M. Bedikian 

Pamela M. and Richard 
Belecki

Kathleen A. Belke 

Robert V. Belleman 

Wendy S. Belloli 

Kathleen and Allan  
Benedict

David J. Benedict and 
Laura Balseira-Benedict 

Molly and Bill Beresford

Richard S. Bernstein 

Mukesh and Ambika Pillai 
Bhargava

Bhushan L. and Nancy 
Bhatt

Robert K. Bickel 

Bill Fox Chevrolet, Inc.

Nyal A. and Kelly L. 
Bischoff

Marshall E. and Jacqueline 
Bishop

Donald C. and Rebecca C. 
Blaesser

Deborah V. Blair 

Beverly A. Blake 

Brian Blankenship 

Frances P. Blatnik 

Jon P. and Kathryn  
Blaylock

Thomas W. and Libby 
Blume

Janet K. Boddy 

Betsy and Michael Boey

Calvin Q. Bohannon 

Clarisse A. Bolduc 

Folke A. and Susan B. 
Boman

Bonnie Lane Real  
Estate, Inc.

Susan M. and Robert 
Bothfeld

Monica M. and Gary 
Boulan

Mark C. Bowers

John R. and Diana B. 
Bowker

Lois I. Boyd 

Heidi A. Bragg-Busignani 
and Paolo J. Busignani 

Jacqueline J. Brainard 

Nancy L. Brandt 

Pamela S. Brandt 

Mark F. Brannigan 

Janice M. and H.E.  
Brautnick

John K. Brennan 

Steven G. and Denise R. 
Brennan

Gregg L. and Amy Brent

David C. and Carol O. 
Bricker

Helen E. and Donald F. 
Brieden

Daphne L. Briggs 

Diane L. Brimmer 

Cynthia I. Brody 

Deidree L. Brooks and 
Robert Mathis 

Linda Ronan and Craig R. 
Brown

James F. and Michele M. 
Brunk

John E. and Constance A. 
Brzozowski

Allan and Shirley Budd

Walter John Budd 

John and Tyra L. Bueno

Mary E. Bullen 

Carl L. Bunker 

Beverly A. and Curtis G. 
Bunte

Dolores M. Burdick 

Harvey Burdick and Jean 
Goddard 

David A. and Susan K. 
Busch

Lois K. and William A. 
Bushaw

* deceased

Donors help OU students gain 
global perspective

When Donna and Walt Young decided to 
reach out to Oakland University students, 
they chose a path that not only will open 
new doors for students, but also new 
worlds.

The couple’s $25,000 gift to the Young 
Study Abroad Endowment will provide 
scholarship support for students hoping to 
spend a semester overseas. “In our small 
way, we hope to further add to OU 
students’ education so that they can be 
even more successful in business and in 
their own lives,” Walt says.

This gift represents the Youngs’ second 
contribution toward Honors College study 
abroad opportunities. More than 50 Honors 
College students have studied in Europe, 
South America and Asia through such 
programs.

Among those to receive an endowment 
scholarship is OU student Amy Ring, who 
will be studying in Segovia, Spain. “As a 
Spanish major for secondary education, I 
know I will be able to better serve my 
future students as a result of studying 
abroad,” Ring says. “I will speak the 
language better and understand so much 
more about the world.” n

Walt and Donna Young



Perry Michael Busse 

Beverly S. Butler 

Colleen G. and George R. 
Butler

Roger C. and Mary Jo Byrd

Leo C. and Margaret M. 
Camara

Andrew L. and Gayle S. 
Camden

Howard B. Camden 

Laura J. and Craig R. 
Cameron

Richard M. Cameron 

Donald H. and Paula 
Campbell

Grace Ann Campbell 

Nancy Vukin Canis

Ronald and Christine 
Cantin

Juan G. and Patricia Cantu

Sharon K. and Mason E. 
Capitani

Bridget and Joseph M.* 
Capo

Lordeen Kordel Card 

Tina W. and Louis M.  
Cardamone

Gladys Cardiff 

Cardinal Advisors

Henry A. Carels 

Mary Kathleen and James 
J. Carey

Bryon Cargill, Ph.D.

Timothy J. and Lorrayne  
E. Carless

Robert W. Carling 

Ronald W. Carlson 

Jana Louise Carney 

Dale M. and Mary K.  
Carpenter

Sally A. Carter 

Timothy J. and Teresa A. 
Cassady

Maria Cavallaro 

Armando R. and Kathleen 
Cavazos

Centerless Rebuilders, Inc.

Craig Chamberlain 

Jennifer L. and Dennis 
Chambers

Hsiang-Hua Chang 

Clark Chapin

Jeffrey S. Chapman 

Kelsey Elizabeth Chapman 

Sara E. Chapman 

John C. and Pamela  
Sue Chatley

Carol and Daniel 
Chechlowski

Yixin and Sipei Chen

Sai-Kai and Yock King 
Cheng

Cherry Creek Golf Club

Jeffrey B. Cheslik 

Donna L. Choinski 

Tanya M. Christ 

Robert J. and Janae  
Chryczyk

Carol A. and Ronald C. 
Chusid

Christopher and Cassie 
Cicchini

Sue Cichowski 

Ronald J. and Carol A. 
Ciesielski

Mark and Kathleen Cieslak

Philip T. and Hanna 
Clampitt

Carol Lynn Clark 

James M. Clark and  
Sherlynn Everly 

Ruth Ann Clark 

William T. Clark

Christopher R. Clason 

Clear Channel-Detroit

Karen Lea  
Clemmons-Lloyd 

Suzanne S. and Kevin 
Clickett

Florence M. Coffman 

John F. Cohassey and 
Gretta A. Abu-Isa 

Robert I. and Ann E. Cohen

Gerald A. and Joan Collins

Kristine Salomon and Eric 
Hmm Condic

Kenneth W. Conley 

Julie W. and William A. 
Conn

Daniel J. and Cathy L. 
Conway

Kelly Ann Conway 

Paul and Susan Conway

David H. Cooke 

Rose M. Cooper 

Sandra L. and Gary Jack 
Copeland

Louis B. Coriasso 

John W. and Susan C. 
Corker

George S. Corona and 
Karen M. Mountz 

Dean J. and Kim M. Corsi

Kate Costello 

Sharon Costello 

Veronica Coulter 

Counter Productions

John M. and Margery  
E.W. Cowan

Nancy M. and Richard D. 
Cowan

Dennis M. Cowles 

Scott L. Crabill 

Creative Technology & 
Training Solutions LLC

Marilyn S. Creelman 
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Douglas S. Creighton 

James A.* and Elizabeth 
Ann Cron

Linda J. and Garry Crook

Lori L. Crose 

Nancy K. and David L. 
Crouch

Stacy R. and Andrea M. 
Crowley

Crown Plaza - Auburn Hills

Boyd W. Cryer and Barbara 
A. Nelson 

Mr. Daniel E. Cullen

Douglas O. and Marjorie D. 
Cullen

Alan and Dolores T. 
Cumming

Linda Jean Curatolo 

Jennifer L. Curtis 

Diane P. Cushing 

Mohammad Dadashzadeh 

Donald and Katherine 
Dahlstrom

Khales S. and Jinan L. Dahr

Carol Daien 

Michael J. and Jeannine 
M. Daly

Loan T. N. Dang 

Kathryn A. and James M. 
D’Angelo

Sally K. Daniel 

John M. and Susan J. 
Dankovich

Manohar K. and Rina Das

Steven P. Datte 

David Charles and Anita 
Marie Dauch

Linda K. Davidsaver 

Tamara S. Davidson and 
Oscar Roberto 

Nancy M. Mays Davis and 
Chuck Davis 

Kenneth D. and Kathleen 
Ann Davies

Mary Jo and Donald J. 
Dawson

Marylou Dekau 

M. E. Delater 

A. Michael and Paulinda M. 
Deller

Evonne Deloras-Billot 

Gina A. DeMartis 

Helen B. Demeritt 

Robert and Sherri Demuro

Linda I. Denomme 

Dental Spa

Detroit Lions, Inc.

Detroit Red Wings

Devil’s Ridge Golf Club

Donald and Darcy P. 
Dewey

H. D. Dewey 

Carol J. and Glen G. Dewitt

Janine M. and John P. 
DeWitte

Robert J. Dewitte 

Nancy C. and Kenneth A. 
Diamond

Julie M. Dichtel 

Eric H. and Toni M.  
Dickenson

Patricia A. and David 
Dickey

Russell J. Dicristofaro 

Scott Dieleman 

Eugene H. Diggs 

Patricia A. Dihle 

Michael A. Dingman and 
Susan L. Sumner 

Gerald S. Dittrich 

Theresa and Robert A. 
Doan

Merlin and Patricia Doba

Herbert H. and Joyce B. 
Dobbs

Marjorie A. Dobos 

Monica J. and James C. 
Doig

Ferdinand and Carole E. 
Doll

Gary J. Domagalski 

Gerald C. and Pamela J. 
Dooley

Michael A. and Kathleen 
Dorsch

Janet P. Dougherty 

Douglas Marketing Group

John N. and Mary L. 
Dovaras

Cheryl Downing 

David J. and Lori Doyle

Stuart D. and Claire I. 
Doyle

Daniel Drahushak 

John Dreshaj 

Lisa Drewek 

Frank Randall and Lynne 
Dee Drewry

Paul R. and Maredith L.* 
Driscoll

Dominic V. and Charlene 
Drohan

Deborah Mason Droste

Mary J. Dubay 

Eleanor and Charles M. 
Dubois

Jean M. Dubois 

Raymond J. Duce and Ellen 
C. Bonczyk-Duce 

Guy W. Duffield 

Robert Duffy 

Sandra Dufty 

Chuck and Cheryl Duggan

Daniel J. Duggan 

Donna F. and William H. 
Dulaney

David C. Dulberg 

Kevin N. Dunham 

Steven Dunker 

Charlotte Ann Dunlop 

Carol J. and Richard J. 
Durling
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Arik Dvir 

Donald A. Dye 

Leigh Settlemoir Dzwik 

Laura M. Easterly

Jay and Linda Eastman

Jerome Ecker 

Edmund T. Ahee Jewelers

Mohamed Ehsan

Virginia Ann Ellis 

Karen R. Emerson 

Encore Rehabilitation 
Services, LLC

Edward A. and Sandra J. 
Engman

EnTrust Capital, Inc.

Rick Eriksen 

Stephen H. and Judith J. 
Ernst

Lillian Erwin 

Todd Estes and Kathleen 
A. Pfeiffer 

Eternal Balance Life 
Center

Lynn M. Etters 

Judy A. and Michael Evans

Thomas C. and Penny 
Hackett Evans

Expert Mechanical 
Service, Inc.

Michael Faber and Ann E. 
Karlsson Faber 

James R. Fall 

Philip J. and Virginia R. 
Farese

Cynthia Farishian and 
Joseph Bolmaruch 

Ilene J. and Vahram G. 
Fatazian

Jennifer L. Fauss 

Clayton R. and Laura J. Faw

Richard D. and Yolene 
Fekel

Dawn and Andy Fennell

Dave and Julie Fenwick

Fern Hill Country Club

Linda G. Fields 

Claudia B. Filler 

Gerard M. and Cynthia L. 
Finnigan

Douglas J. and Theresa A. 
Fiorani

Judith A. and Gary L. 
Fiorani

Frank J. Fisher 

Thomas G. Fishwild 

Luke Andrew and  
Marianne Fleer

Charles A. Fleming and 
Jane Goodwin Fleming 

Kevin K. and Charisse L. 
Florek

Mary Kay Florek 

Cheryl A. and Patrick T. 
Flynn

Richard A. and Linda M. 
Flynn

Thomas P. and Alexandra 
Fodell

Chuck Foley

Ed Fomenko 

Leanne Jean Fomenko 

Christine Fontichiaro

Ronald J. Forbes 

Christopher W. Ford 

Roger W. Forrest 

Carleen Van Nest Foster

Richard H. and Valerie J. 
Fournier

Philip J. and Amelia L. 
Francis

Donna S. and Tom Francy

Sheri L. Frank 

Frank Rewold and Son 
Foundation

Jessica Frazier 

Jack and Julie A. Fredrick

Richard D. and Nancy A. 
French

Barbara A. Friedl 

Larry E. and Sandra 
Frincke

John and Evelyn Frisch

Mary P. Frye 

Katherine Freigruber 
Fusciardi

Jeannine and John Fusco

Kini J. and Shane P. 
Gadbaw

Tammy L. and Arnett 
Gadson

Stephen P. Gale 

Joseph and Nancy B. 
Galland

Corinne R. and Gary 
Galusky

Robert David and  
Margaret A. Gamble

Gannett Fund

Judith L. and Lloyd Ganton

Frances and Ralph  
Garabedian

Sal and Robyn Garbarino

Diane and Paul Garcia

Peter Garcia 

Sheldon and Robin L. 
Gardner

Wilson L. and Virginia E. 
Garner

John G. and Susan K. 
Garrett

Peter D. and Kathleen 
Gates

Christel Behnke Gehlert

Dolores Gelemey and  
Ray Newak

Tina Gelmisi 

George Koueiter Jewelers

Frank J. and Jane Giblin

Patrick A. and Maryann 
Gibson

Mary Elizabeth and 
Richard K. Gienapp

Daron L. Gifford 

Garry and Holly Gilbert

Timothy A. and Suzanne L. 
Gilbert

Nadine F. Gildner and John 
Lychuk 

Don B. Gill 

Mark W. Gilmer 

Jon Gleeson

Glenlore Golf Course, Inc.

Christine and John  
Glotzbach

Jane K. and Gary  
Glotzhober

Stephen A. Glowacki 

Gary L. and Jennifer E. 
Goedtel

Goerlich, Richert & Kaiser 
PLLC

Patricia M. and Richard 
Goetz

Alma J. and Thomas A. 
Goldner

Goldner Walsh Nursery, 
Inc.

David J. and Eva Gonda

Gayle M. and Thomas 
Good

Brian R. and Lucy M. 
Goslin

Joseph O. Gothamy 

Robert P. Graber 

Gregory T. and Christina J. 
Grabowski

Teresa A. and Robert 
Graham

Great Frame Up

Great Start Collaborative

Denise E. Greene 

John G. Greenhill 

Michael J. and Paula Gregg

Betty Jean Griffin 

Darin and Emily Griffith

Arthur J. and Joanne 
Griggs

Kevin T. Grimm 

Joseph E. and Antonia F. 
Grinnan

Lorraine E. Grix 

James L. and Janet Grover

Adam C. Grubius 

OU supporter hopes his actions will inspire others

As an engineer, it would have been logical for John Maurer to direct 
his recent $100,000 bequest for Oakland University to an engineering 
program. Instead, Maurer made his gift unrestricted.

Maurer is hoping his actions will inspire others to support Oakland. 
“It feels right to make this gift to the university,” says Mauer, who 
designated OU as the beneficiary of his life insurance policy. “I 
encourage others to do what feels right to them, too.”

This gift isn’t Maurer’s first effort to give back to the community. He 
has tutored local high school students over the years, and when he sold 
his business, he donated machinery to OU’s School of Engineering and 
Computer Sciences (SECS).

Maurer is well acquainted with the quality of instruction offered by 
Oakland. He was enrolled in an SECS doctoral program before illness 
forced him to put his studies on hold. He says he likes the idea of 
his gift being in place to meet a need as it arises. “We may not know 
what’s going to be needed 30 or 40 years from now, but I have every 
confidence Oakland will spend it well.” n

* deceased
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Anne L. Hitt 

Larry J. and Christine M. 
Hoff

Peter Hoffer 

Nicole N. Holloway 

Nancy E. Hollyer 

David C. and Joanne L. 
Hood

James and Judith Hosta

G. Robert and Elizabeth C. 
Houdek

Rebecca S. and Don House

HRD Honor Society/ 
Professional Society

John M. and Kathleen Hrit

Yueh-Ling H. Hsieh 

H. Hughes 

Julayne L. and Keith E. 
Hughes

Alysa I. Hunton 

Eric J. Hurt 

Mark S. Ilijanic 

Don R. and Amanda Iodice

Robert C. Irwin 

Mark W. and Nancy Isken

Islamic House of  
Wisdom-Mabarrat

Glenn A. and May E. 
Jackson

T. L. Jackson 

Marguerite M. Jacob 

Judy L. Jacobs 

Nadine E. and Thomas W.* 
Jakobowski

Janet Varner, Inc.

Jeffery P. Janke and  
Kathleen M.  
Markely-Janke 

Nancy Jean and John 
Jansen

Barbara A. and John P. 
Janssen

Jennifer K. and James 
Javorsky

J-B Investments, Inc.

Paul Jeltema 

Craig Jenison 

Kelly and Craig Jenison

Michael Fisher Jennings 

Kenneth A. and Atefeh E. 
Jenrow

Keith A. and Cheryl A. 
Johnson

Timothy P. Johnson and 
Janis Frazee 

Brian V. and AnnMarie 
Jones

Charles W. and Vercile L. 
Jordan

David and Judith Anne 
Jorgensen

Sarah C. Judd 

Julia V. Knevels Interiors, 
Inc.

Muhammad G. Kabir 

Kevin J. Kalbaugh and 
Linda M. Ewald 

Hisham Kaloti 

Edward and Joyce H. 
Kalush

George and Gertrude 
Karas

Eugenie and Harry  
Karebian

Brenda L. and Robert M. 
Karl

Lori Zoet and Frederick 
Kast

Tammy D. and Kurt 
Kastelic

Kathryn and W. Daniel Kay

Karl and Kathy Kearcher

Robert D. Kelley 

Freda E. Kelley-Bertocci 
and Peter J. Bertocci 

Donna Kellstrom 

Barbara Kelly 

Nancy A. Kelly 

Richard H. and Melissa L. 
Kewley

Key Educational Services, 
PLLC

Naim A. and Ferial M. 
Kheir

Kenneth A. and Diane J. 
Khezarjian

Ranjit S. Khurana 

Sheila J. Kilman and James 
K. Mathis 

Kimi K Salon & Spa

Kings Enterprises

Gwendolyn S. Kirby 

Kevin Kirchner and Mary 
Sing 

Daniel A. Kirouac 

Diane K. and Kenneth L. 
Kish

Joyce L. and Grant H. 
Kitchen

Charles J. Klein and Lisa M. 
Spitzley-Klein 

Lee M. and Martha Y. 
Kliebert

Michael J. and Jennifer J. 
Klieman

Kellie R. Klinck 

Lawrence F. and Gloria A. 
Kmiec

Stephen Kneip 

Michele Marie Knox 

John F. and Mary Lou 
Knysz

Bonnie Koch 

Richard and Sharon 
Koenig

Sue Ann and Wesley E. 
Kokko

Robert W. and Sandra L. 
Kollar

James Kondek 

Diane V. and Gerald J. 
Konkle

Amit Koren 

Richard A. Korkate 

Yvonne and Edward H. 
Korkoian

Darlene and James  
Kosakowski

Deborah A. and Frank 
Koscielski

Danielle C. and John C. 
Kose

Jeffrey H. Kosloski

Fabian J. and Ellen Kott

George and Jan Kralovich

Kathleen D. Kramer 

Janine Kravetz 

Gregory S. Kreft 

Robert E. Kreher 

Glenn C. Kriese 

Mary Ellen and  
Christopher Kristock

Catina Kristofik 

John G. and Bonni J. Krol

Deborah A. and Terrill A. 
Krueger

Serge G. Kruk 

Paul J. Kubicek 

Joseph W. Kulka 

Bonnie L. Kwit 

James A. LaBuhn and 
Marsha L. December*

LaDolce Vita

Michael Joseph LaFave 

Jeppe N. Lagerbohm 

Shabana Moiz Lakdawala 

Billie E. Lampinen 

Norman W. and Bernice 
A. Lange

Patrick D. and Kathleen R. 
Laper

The Lark Restaurant

Stephen M. and Theresa 
Larsen

Herb Larson 

Debra Helen Lashbrook 

Paul R. Lauber 

John J. and Katharine 
Lauder

Robert J. Laughlin 

John M. Laurain 

Clinton C. and Jaqueline 
Lawrence

Mario Ledda 

Mary Ann Ledda 

Mary F. Leddy 

Melvin Lee 

Susan M. Leegstra 

Steven J. and Claire L. 
Leichtman

Janet Kay Leigh 

Julianne Leigh 

Boguslawa and Andrew 
Leja

Barbara J. Guest 

Donna R. and Joseph Gula

Gull Lake View Golf Club 
& Resort

Mariela A. Gunn 

Wanda F. Gunn 

Martin H. Gushman 

John T. and Patricia A. 
Guthery

Mark Guthrie and Marna 
Nemon

Connie L. and Ronald R. 
Gutowski

Anthony W. and Mary Haga

Josephine Hairston 

Shamil E. and Laura Marie 
Halabu

Haley Stone, Inc.

Jayson Jeffrey Hall 

Rodney J. and Susan L. 
Halonen

Charlotte and James 
Halsey

Keith A. and Sandra A. 
Hamden

Robert E. and Shirley R. 
Hamill

Barbara B. Hamilton and 
Robert E. McGowan 

Charles R. Hancock 

Elizabeth Cahill Handler 

Sandra A. and Robert Hann

Donna L. Hanson 

Susan M. Haracz and Paul 
Chancey 

Elizabeth J. and Terence 
Haran

Scott G. Harbaugh and 
Michele M. Kost 

James L. Hargett 

Kenneth M. and Jennifer 
Harmon

Daniel A. Harrington, III

James Oliver and  
Adelheide Harris

K. Scott Harris 

Shirley J. Harris*

Hartland Controls LLC

Fuad Hasanov 

Lisa D. Hawley 

Susumu Hayashi 

William D. Hayes 

Genevieve Healy 

Richard Ryan Heath 

George C. and Eleanor P. 
Hedden

Mark A. and Gwynne M. 
Hedden

Ravi Hedni 

Willam W. and Dawn 
Heileg

Gregory S. Heleski 

Robert S. and Mariitta 
Helineva

Earl M. Henderson 

Terry Henson 

Olimpia M. Hernandez 

Suzanne Margaret 
Hickman 

Mitchell A. Hildedrandt 

Arthur H.* and Ellen P. Hill

William Hill 

Bonnie R. and Ronald A. 
Hites
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Robert C. and Janet Lendt

Jessica R. Lentz 

Scott B. Leonard 

Marc P. Leopold and Dale 
Boff 

Jacqueline A. Leow 

Virginia Leppek 

Eleanor Leroux 

Kathleen A. Lesich and 
Michael P. Bostic 

James M. Leutzinger 

David C. Levine 

Mary Levine 

John Lewis 

Lynne E. and George M. 
Lewis

Mary L. and Isaiah W. Lidell

Amy Z. and Richard H. 
Lieblein

Raymond Liedka 

Barbara J. Line 

Dietra Litt 

Zijuan Liu 

Anna M. and Phillip Lloyd

John E. Lohmeier 

Elizabeth A. Lomas 

Lynne A. Lombard

Herbert M. Long 

Robert J. and Janet Long

Maria Lorenzetti 

Lillian C. Lorenzi 

Judith Lorin 

Mary Kathleen Lose 

Dana M. Lovelady 

Samuel Carl Lucido 

Diane S. Lundgren 

Ronald R. Lunney 

Russell J. and Renee 
Luxton

Lynn Medical

Rod and Chris Lyons

Barbara U. Mabee 

Charles R. Mabee 

George J. MacDonald 

Scott A. MacDonald 

Robert W. and Hollace 
MacFarland

J. Thomas and Valerie L. 
MacFarlane

Rebecca L. Mack 

Timothy Mackie 

Marilyn R. and David M. 
MacKool

Marc C. Maddox 

Ernest Maglischo 

Burton and Renee Mahler

John E. and Margaret E. 
Mahoney

Phoebe Ann and Harris 
Mainster

Suzanne K. and Terry C. 
Major

Asad M. and Arifa I. Malik

Terry J. and Ruth  
McDougall

Patrick J. McEvilly 

Brian J. McFarland 

Cecil H. and Gladys C. 
McFarland

Andrew D. Mcgee 

Bill and Linda McGregor

Kathleen K. McIntosh 

Charles L. and Nancy 
McKelvie

Pamela K. McKinley 

Sherryl A. McLaughlin 

Donald J. McLennan 

Mary C. McMinn 

Scott S. and Stephanie A. 
McQueen

Donna Marie McVay 

Steven J. and Barbara J. 
Mead

Margaret D. Meador 

Caroline A. Medcoff 

Azedine and Dinia  
Medhkour

Barbara R. and Michael E. 
Medvec

Thomas B. and Diane M. 
Meldrum

Glenn and Edith Mellow

Thomas W. Merkle 

Jean A. Mersman 

Julie A. and Bryan Messer

Kevin W. and Jean Metz

Christopher M. and Karen 
L. Meyer

Timothy R. and Stacie K. 
Meyer

MGM Grand Detroit 
Casino

Thomas R. Michalski 

Sandra B. and Richard H. 
Mielcarek

Gerald Miller 

Karen L. and Bret J. Miller

Lynn Keith and Kathryn 
Miller

Robert W. Miller 

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald L. 
Miller

Sandra E. Miller 

John W. and Ann Mills

Laurie I. Mintz 

Thomas C. Mirabitur 

Dina K. Miramonti 

Moinuddin G. Mirza 

Carol A. and Jeffrey A. 
Mitchell

Rosemary L. Mitchell 

Linda and Hank  
Mittelstaedt

Mittelstaedt and McNeely, 
P.C.

Kenneth P. Mitton 

Marion E. and Terrance E.* 
Monaghan

Daniel W. Monger 

William S. Monnett 

Brian M. Montgomery 

Donald M. Montgomery 

Barbara R. Moorhouse

Eugene R. Morabito 

Nancy and Tom Morey

Hideo and Hatsumi Mori

Beatrice Moss

Hassan Mougrabi 

MPE Consulting Engineers, 
Inc.

Harriet C. and Kenneth 
Muenk

Sharon Pray Muir 

James H. and Susan M. 
Mulders

Pam Murdock 

Kristan R. Murphy 

M. Carol Murphy 

James R. and Elizabeth 
Murray

Lawrence and Katherine E. 
Murray

Kathryn J. and David M. 
Murto

John Brennan Musachio 

Janet and Charles Muto

Laura J. Mutz 

Edward E. and Sylvia O. 
Nagel

Terrence Nagle 

Abdulraheman Nakadar 

Nakadar Foundation

Scott and Denise Nalley

Rishi R. Narayan 

Barbara J. Nelson and 
Gregory A. Worth 

Catherine Nelson 

Pamela E. Nelson-Kowalski 
and Michael D. Kowalski 

Network For Good

Shakeel Niazi 

John W. and Eleanor L. 
Nibert

Kathleen D. Nichol 

Cheryl L. Nicholson and 
John M. Mooney 

Mark Niehaus 

Harmon S. Nine

Ruth Helen Nix 

Jude V. Nixon 

Barbara M. Noeth 

Anne Marie Noja 

Christie M. and Randy 
Norman

Jenny A. Nothaft 

Michael T. and Susan C. 
Novak

* deceased

The Mall at Partridge 
Creek

John W. and Patricia M. 
Maloney

Maureen G. and Michael 
Mancini

Steven D. Mandley 

Todd G. Manns 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary  
Marchenia

Sheila Marin 

Carolyn and Steven Marks

Robert A. Marsac 

Lori Lynn and Gregory 
Marsh

Betty L. Marshall 

Debra L. Marshall 

Kathleen M. and Robert D. 
Marshall

Kyle P. Martin 

Lynne M. and Michael F. 
Martin

Jean A. and Douglas  
Martinez

Timothy W. and Marilyn 
P. Mast

Betty and Keith Mazurek

Joseph E. and Frances M. 
Mazzolini

Billy W. McCain 

Kay H. and William S. 
McCain

Julie E. McCarrel 

Johanna N. and Richard J. 
McClear

Reginald Jerald McCloud 

Douglas P. McColman 

Susan R. and Richard A. 
McCormick

John H. and Kathleen  
McCulley

Robert D. McDonald 
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Susan A. Novitsky 

Michael G. Nowakowski 

Donald C. and Mary C. 
O’Brien

Cheryl A. Ochodnicky

Eddie A. and Colleen J. 
Odom

John and Diane Ogg

Lorin B. Oles 

Cynthia A. and Andrew J. 
Omans

Roger S. Opipari 

Karen J. and John P. 
Orbeck

Jacquelin Orkisz-Bennett 
and Gregg E. Bennett 

Chris Orndorff 

Michael J. and Karen A. 
O’Rourke

Ram and Karen Hakimian 
Orzach

Thomas M. Osborn 

Annette McBrayer 
Osborne 

Donald V. and Patricia L. 
Osentoski

Robert J. and Traci K. 
Osentoski

Daniel D. and Lisa O’Shea

Debra S. Ostrow 

Helen H. Overhardt 

Eva Kuhn Packard

Sandra P. Packard 

Steve and Cathy Packer

Paint Creek Center for 
the Arts

John K. Palmer 

Suzanne C. Palte 

Julie and Joseph Mark 
Panetta

Michael L. and Diane M. 
Pape

Pamela Louise Papineau 

Mohinder and Neeru 
Parkash

Andrea H. and Richard G. 
Parker

Jean F. and Fred Parker

Laurine and John Parmely

Linda L. Parsons 

Part D Advisors, Inc.

Stanley J. Pasieka 

Corrine Passarelli 

Craig S. and Lynn Pattison

Lynn Pavlik

Daniel and Catherine 
Pawson

Peabody’s Carpet Cleaning

Robert L. and Yvonne R. 
Peaslee

Inge Pedersen 

Marie R.* and Stephen K.* 
Pehur

Andrew L. Peklo

Shih-Chen and Ruth E. 
Peng

Ronald C. and Linda 
Pepper

C. Kenneth and Claire 
Perry

Paul D. and Kari L. Peruski

Christopher J. and  
Christine L. Pesta

Debra S. and David Peters

Eric C. Peters 

Kenneth Peterson 

Gift will help endowment support arts, cultural activities

Randy Judd, CAS ’72, is committing $25,000 from his family 
foundation to support the efforts of the Judd Family Endowed 
Fund, an endowment devoted to supporting humanities 
projects in OU’s College of Arts and Sciences (CAS).

The Lyon Foundation gift will be channeled into the 
distribution fund for the endowment, so it can continue 
funding projects in the face of the economic downturn and 
decreased giving.

“Just look at that word ‘humanities,’” says Judd. “The 
word ‘human’ is right there. Every book, every film or play 
or story that I’ve ever taken to heart has dealt with that 

hard-to-define idea of the humanities and what it means to 
be human.”

During the 2009-10 academic year, the fund provided 
support for four artistic endeavors, including an Oakland 
University Art Gallery exhibition, a drumming workshop and 
two video exhibitions.

“I would hope that Oakland could become a center for 
the arts,” says Judd, adding that the arts sometimes take a 
backseat to other pursuits in today’s society. “It means 
something to go to plays, to read books and to talk with 
others who share these interests.” n

Pewabic Pottery

Kris and Ruth A. Pfaehler

Christopher R. Pfaendtner 

Roy Pfautch 

Larry N. and Evelyn R. 
Phillips

Ollie L. Phlegm 

Jeffrey S. Piasecki and 
Hollie A. Bracken 

Craig R. and Janice A. 
Pickard

Terrell L. Pierce 

Keith P. and Jeanne E. 
Pilibosian

Stephen C. and Heidi A. 
Pillen

Henry S. and Ruth Shelley 
Pinkney

Thomas J. and Theresa E. 
Pinta

Pioneer Printing Services

Brelanda Pirani 

Rammohan and Latha R. 
Pisharodi

Jeannette and Gordon R. 
Pizzini

Ann M. Pogany 

Shelley M. and David 
Pohanka

Cornelia A. Pokrzywa 

Gregory A. and Kim 
Pollard

Donna J. and William 
Polom

Steven M. and Marian E. 
Pomaville

Stephen Pondell 

Loredana I. Pop 

Kimberlee A. and Jonathan 
M. Pope

Maryanne and John  
Porcerelli

John H. Porcerelli, Ph.D.

Brian A. and Beverly 
Pouget

John W. Pouget 

Augustine E. and Russell* 
Pounds

Daniel Pradel 

Helen M. Praet 

Michael Prainito 

Dominick L. and Josephine 
Previte

Bonnie J. and Glenn M. 
Price

Dennis F. Price and Jane 
Schneider 

Tenya A. Price 

James S. and Heidi M. Prior

Terry E. and Judith P. 
Pritchett

The Procter & Gamble 
Fund

Brian J. and Bhawna 
Provenzano

Modris and Ruth Pudists

Elisabeth M. Putnam 

Michael James Pytlik 

Hong Qian 

Race Rochester LLC

Martin F. and Ann M. Radelt

Glenn T. Rader and Karen 
Bartos 

Michael T. Raggio

Ataur M. Rahman 

Luellen Ramey 

Richard A. and Arlene B. 
Rampson

Phillip B. Ray and Sandra J. 
Clemons-Ray 

Paulette M. and Joseph 
Realy

Venkat N. and Alvira Reddy

Winifred A. and Edward R. 
Redington

Rick A. and Cynthia S. 
Reed

Donald C. Reich 

Sara and Leonard Reichel

Martin I. and Julia  
Elizabeth Reisig

James T. and Kathleen M. 
Remski

Richard C. and Carolyn B. 
Ress

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Reuss

Richard J. and Elaine 
Reuter

Lawrence B. and Mary J. 
Richard

George G. and Karen 
Richards

Ronald and Pamela G. 
Richards

Dale L. Richardson 

Richard and Ellaine  
Richardson

Thomas W. Richardson 

Andris J. and Barbara 
Richters

Bridget Riddle 

Susan Riley 

Jeryl A. and John W. Risk

Suichi (1971-), Bamboo Album, 2009; ink on paper, 26 album leaves, 11 x 7 3/4 inches each; courtesy of Shuishan Yu
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Ritz Carlton - Deaborn

Hugo A. and Kathy  
Ritzenthaler

Margo Riza 

Stacey B. and Robert 
Roberts

Shannon D. Robinson 

Carol A. and Donald Roble

Denise S. and Alan A. 
Robson

Kathleen S. and Thomas J. 
Rodes

Kristin Roodbeen 

Nancy Roop 

Thatcher W. and Anne 
Root

Michael L. and Elizabeth 
Ross

Roger A. and Joy S. 
Rossman

Kathleen M. and Joseph 
Roszka

Jennifer J. Roulier 

William J. Rouster 

Royal Oak Dental

Abigail A. Roy-Jacobson 

Jerry I. and Judy Rubin

Linda G. and Robert E. 
Ruby

Rudy Corporation

Charles A. and Paula R. 
Russell

Colette M. Russell and 
Charles A. Russell, Jr. 

James K.  Russell 

Gary D. Russi and Beckie 
Sue Francis 

Douglas K. Russo 

Joyce E. Hodges  
Rutkowski and  
James E. Rutkowski 

Mary E. Rychlewski 

Ryder System Charitable 
Fndn

David S. and Holly M. 
Rzepka

Ryan D. and Valerie L. 
Rzepka

Richard Lee Sabina 

William Saborin 

Anil K. and Brinda Sachdev

Laurie M. Sagal 

Susan E. Saliga 

Gary and Cheri L. Sample

Brian P. Sangeorzan 

Kenneth D. Sanko 

William E. Satterfield

Robert S. and Rebecca 
Saunders

Nancy C. and Jerry L. 
Savage

Darcee L. and Craig 
Scavone

* deceased

Rebecca P. and Mark 
William Severson

Steven J. Shablin 

Linda J. Shadrick 

Edward Shafer 

Chirag N. and Jigna C. 
Shah

Timothy Shanahan

Judy A. and Mark Shaw

Michael P. Sheehy 

Zahid M. Sheikh 

Deandre Vincent Lydel 
Shepard 

A. Gary and Lauren  
Shepherd

Anne and Mark R.  
Shermetaro

Meir Shillor

Barbara Ann Shipman 

Christine R. and Peter 
Shlagor

Charles M. and Christine 
Simeck

Michelle L. Simmons 

Mark and Carol Simon

Tony Simone 

Sir Pizza

Keith and Sandy Sirlin

Mary E. Skaar 

Edward G. and Mary Skiba

Treasa L. and Michael 
Skiles

Mary Ann Skocik 

Donald G. and JoAnn 
Slemmer

Noel Jacob Slowik and 
Dawn M. Aubry 

Beverly M. and Richard H. 
Smith

Daniel E. and Ileana C. 
Smith

Derek James Smith 

Greg Smith 

Nancy L. Smith 

Paul Taylor Smith 

Rachel V. Smydra

Paul F. Snape 

Tamara K. and George N. 
Snow

Emma Sogoian 

Gary G. and Joy A.  
Solanskey

David M. Soranno 

Darren A. and Lindsey 
Sorenson

Joyce A. Sowter 

Anna M. Spagnuolo 

James C. Spall and  
Katherine Ceasar-Spall 

Justine J. Speer and Robert 
Dare 

Splash Universe Water 
Park Resorts

John J. and Janet  
Springfield

Karen S. and Timothy J. 
Spry

Gopalan and Mythili 
Srinivasan

Shirley J. and Carl J. 
Stadler

Richard B. and Marsha I. 
Stamps

Mary C. Stassen 

Michael G. and Julie A. 
Stebbins

Douglas and Odette 
Steiger

Peter S. Stevenson 

Annette and Harold E. 
Stieg

Dorothy Pamela Stilwell 

Cecelia and Gustaf  
Stinstrom

Terry Stollsteimer 

Patricia A. and Robert O. 
Stoner

Joseph L. Stout 

Ruta and Lloyd H. Straffon

Karen M. Stratton 

Danielle Streich 

Edward W. Streit 

Rene M. and Thomas W. 
Strzelecki

Stephen P. Stuk 

Barry Stulberg 

Robert J. and Janis  
Surovell

Brett W. and Maryanne 
Swanson

Richard C. and Joan M. 
Swartout

Deborah J. and David 
Swider

Deborah K. Swiderski 

Jacobe A. Schalk 

Stephanie A. Schall 

Peter E. Schihl 

Helen B. Schimmelman 

Linda Sue Schimmelman 

Dennis M. and Louise A. 
Schmedlen

Nancy C. and David John 
Schmid

Michael Schodowski 

Tracey L. and Kimberly M. 
Scholtz

William J. Schramm 

David K. and Susan 
Schubring

Stephen and Jane Schultz

Mayna M. Schumacher 

Thomas W. and Marcia F. 
Schumacher

Marc Alan Schwartz 

Robert M. and Sandra J. 
Schwartz

Linda E. Schweitzer 

Schweitzer Engineering 
Laboratories, Inc.

Don S. Schwerin and Anne 
Marie Zell-Schwerin 

Marisa Scibilia 

Sheila M. and James L. 
Scovic

Jeffrey C. and Jill Seifert

Janet C. Sell 

Sellers Buick Pontiac GMC

Services on Site Company, 
Inc.



Thomas J. and Carol 
Switalski

Patrick W. and Cynthia L. 
Symington

James F. Szocik, MD

Kanako Taku 

Gloria A. and James A. 
Taliana

Joyce E. Tarkiewicz 

Thomas John Tattan 

Chloé Monaé Taylor 

Tamara and Henry Tazzia

Jackson H. and Janet S. 
Teetor

C. Michael Terrill 

Texas Instruments and 
Texas Instruments 
Foundation

Julie Ann Thams 

Ethelind R. Thomas 

Kelley B. Thomas 

Chad and Jen Thompson

Kristine A. Thompson 

Walter A. and Myrtle 
Thompson

TKO Court Reporting & 
Transcription Service

Jody L. and Robert J. 
Tomasic

Richard J. and Susan 
Tondera

Top Cat Sales, Inc.

Peter G. and Irene H. 
Townsend

Frank J. Trace 

Kevin P. Tracy 

Ronald L. Tracy 

Tim N. Trainor and Diane 
Krasnewich 

Jodi L. and Paul J.  
Tranchida

Tri County Custom Sports

Kim L. Troyer 

Elliott Trumbull 

Jane Tschannen 

Thomas Tucker 

Tina Marie Tyrer 

Robert P. Ufer 

Union Pacific Corporation

Geoffrey C. Upward 

Kathleen Urban 

Renee M. Valentine 

Sandra L. and Stephen 
Valentine

Corey and Mary Van Fleet

Kathleen E. Van Wagoner 

Andy N. and Nancy J. 
VanChick

Jennifer and David A. 
VanGelder

James A. and Agata Van-
Haren

Mark W. and Kathleen A. 
VanPoppelen

Robert Goldsmith and 
Janet Varner

Carol M. Ventour 

Cheryl R. and Brian  
Verbruggen

Lawrence J. and Carole 
Verellen

David and Cathline  
Verlinde

Vince & Joe’s Fruit Market

Viviano Flower Shop

Kevin J. and Florence 
Vogel

Murray A. Vrooman and 
Leeann M. Brehler 

David D. and Tracy L. 
Wacker

David J. Wandeloski 

James D. and Jayne M. 
Ward

Jane A. Warren 

Susan A. Washo 

Donald P. and Anna M. 
Watkins

Ronald P. Watson 

WDIV TV 4

Darryl J. and Marianna K. 
Webb

Paula Sunanon Webster 

Allen Weinberger 

Jennifer M. Weingartz 

Cathy A. and David M. 
Welch

David J. Welker and 
Martha E. Berger*

Caryn Maureen Wells 

Wallace P. and Gloria M. 
Wells

Clare G. and Nancy  
Wentworth

Craig T. White 

Stephen W. White 

Vagner M. Whitehead 

Daniel P. and Sueann B. 
Wick

Janet and James  
Wickemeyer

Laura K. Wicklund 

Jeffrey M. and Kristen N. 
Wiese

Theodore L. Wike 

Carrie Beth Wilks 

Michael W. Willcock 

Gail M. Willemsen 

Annie M. and Daniel  
Williams

Nancy S. Williams 

Susan K. Williams 

William Williams 

Joan Wilson 

Justin A. and Lisa A. 
Wilson

Lisa A. and Ronald W. 
Wilson

Marian Wodwaska 

Katie Wolfe 

Timothy and Susan Wolfe

Edward J. Wolff and  
Margaret B. Pigott 

Thomas V. Wood 

Carol A. Woods 

Rube L. Word 

David John and Lori 
Wozniak

Michael J. and Carolyn A. 
Woznicki

Joseph J. and Jeanette 
Wroblewski

Xia Wu 

June E. Wuopio 

Rodney L. Yeacker 

Paul K. and Cecilia L. Yee

Del Nathaniel Young 

Christine Leone  
Yulkowski 

Michael and Judith Zahn

Mary and Gary Zaleski

George E. and Margaret J. 
Zamarron

Megan T. and Michael 
Zannetti

Thomas M. Zebracki 

Zech Engineering, Inc.

Mary J. Zegers 

R. Suzanne Zeitman and 
Jerrold W. Grossman 

Eddie and Carole E. 
Zelinski

Kimberly L. Zelinski 

Stephen Jeffrey Zenas 

Yun Zhu

Sharon E. and Stanley E. 
Ziemba

Bethany L. and Douglas 
Zloto

Claudette Zolkowski and 
Eric Brown

John H. and Janice M. 
Zwolshen

Dear Alumni and Friends,

The impact and results of steadfast support by our donors and alumni is a story of caring, dedication and vision. 

Because of countless acts of giving back to Oakland University, our students are able to study abroad in far-away 
countries, gaining multi-cultural perspectives and understanding. Our research laboratories are receiving 
important enhancements and expanding in areas where more research is taking hold. Our buildings are 
receiving cultural works and enhancements that inspire and motivate our spirit of learning. And, we’re 
expanding access to an OU education by taking our programs to areas where people live and work and where 
new jobs can be created.

Thank you for your generous gifts that provide the means to make a student’s education possible, delve deeper 
into important discoveries, and provide faculty with the tools and support they need to ensure a distinctive and 
relevant academic experience.

I’m proud of our resolve and proud of our results.

Sincerely,

Susan Davies Goepp
Vice President for University Relations and
Executive Director of the OU Foundation
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OU Moment
It was an evening of brilliant colors, diverse 
musical performances and traditional folk dances at  
the Oakland Center this past winter when the  
International Students and Scholars Office  (ISSO) 
celebrated Chinese New Year. Here, Michelle Gu  
from the American Chinese School of Greater Detroit 
performs a traditional ribbon dance for the more than 
400 staff, faculty, students and community members in 
attendance.  The event was part of the ISSO’s monthly 
Coffee Hour series, held to enrich and introduce 
students, faculty and staff to the wide variety of 
cultures found on OU’s  campus. l



What happens in the future will impact your loved ones and your estate in countless ways.  

This is why careful planning is important to ensure that your loved ones are well cared for and  

your estate is not subjected to unnecessary and burdensome taxes. We would like to help you organize 

and plan for the future by offering you a FREE Wills Planning Guide. You can’t afford not to plan! 

Please click or call to receive your FREE Guide today.

Oakland University Planned Giving
(248) 363-6129  |  http://oakland.giftlegacy.com/

How will you plan for your future?
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