
Churchill Quotes

Address to Joint Session of Congress (December 26, 1941)

“Still, I avow my hope and faith, sure and inviolate, that in the days to come the British 
and American peoples will for their own safety and for the good of all walk together side 
by side in majesty, in justice and in peace.”

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/learn/speeches/speeches-of-winston-churchill/1941-
1945-war-leader/288-us-congress-1941

Christmas Address in Washington, D.C.  (December, 24 1941)

“I feel a sense of unity and fraternal association which, added to the kindliness of your 
welcome, convinces me that I have a right to sit at your fireside and share your Christmas 
joys.”

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/learn/speeches/speeches-of-winston-churchill/1941-
1945-war-leader/802-christmas-message-1941 

The Price of Greatness speech at Harvard University (September 6, 1943)

“The price of greatness is responsibility. If the people of the United States had continued 
in a mediocre station, struggling with the wilderness, absorbed in their own affairs, and a 
factor of no consequence in the movement of the world, they might have remained 
forgotten and undisturbed beyond their protecting oceans: but one cannot rise to be in 
many ways the leading community in the civilised world without being involved in its 
problems, without being convulsed by its agonies and inspired by its causes.

If this has been proved in the past, as it has been, it will become indisputable in the 
future. The people of the United States cannot escape world responsibility. Although we 
live in a period so tumultuous that little can be predicted, we may be quite sure that this 
process will be intensified with every forward step the United States make in wealth and 
in power. Not only are the responsibilities of this great Republic growing, but the world 
over which they range is itself contracting in relation to our powers of locomotion at a 
positively alarming rate.”

“Tyranny is our foe, whatever trappings or disguise it wears, whatever language it speaks, 
be it external or internal, we must forever be on our guard, ever mobilised, ever vigilant, 
always ready to spring at its throat. In all this, we march together.”

“But I am here to tell you that, whatever form your system of world security may take, 
however the nations are grouped and ranged, whatever derogations are made from 
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national sovereignty for the sake of the larger synthesis, nothing will work soundly or for 
long without the united effort of the British and American peoples.

If we are together nothing is impossible. If we are divided all will fail.”

http://www.winstonchurchill.org/learn/speeches/speeches-of-winston-churchill/118-the-
price-of-greatness 

Thatcher Quotes

House of Commons Speech re US Bombings in Libya (16 April 1986)

“Terrorism attacks free societies and plays on those fears. If those tactics succeed, 
terrorism saps the will of free peoples to resist.

We have heard some of those arguments in this country:"Don't associate ourselves with 
the United States," some say;"Don't support them in fighting back; we may expose 
ourselves to more attacks," say others.

Terrorism has to be defeated; it cannot be tolerated or side-stepped. When other ways and 
other methods have failed—I am the first to wish that they had succeeded—it is right that 
the terrorist should know that firm steps will be taken to deter him from attacking either 
other peoples or his own people who have taken refuge in countries that are free.”

“The terrorist uses the feelings in a free society to sap the will of civilisation to resist. If 
the terrorist succeeds, he has won and the whole of free society has lost.”

“The United States is our greatest ally. It is the foundation of the Alliance which has 
preserved our security and peace for more than a generation… 

The growing threat of international terrorism is not directed solely at the United States. 
We in the United Kingdom have also long been in the front line. To overcome the threat 
is in the vital interests of all countries founded upon freedom and the rule of law.

Terrorism exploits the natural reluctance of a free society to defend itself, in the last 
resort, with arms. Terrorism thrives on appeasement.”

http://www.margaretthatcher.org/speeches/displaydocument.asp?docid=106363 

Speech at the Winston Churchill Foundation Award dinner in Washington, D.C. (29 Sep 1983)

“The American commitment to freedom is the lynchpin of the West. You have shown 
incomparable generosity to others as we, in Europe, have good cause to know. By 
promoting post-war economic recovery through the Marshall plan, by offering the 
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shattered European democracies your military protection, by contributing your resolve 
and strength to the Western alliance. You have made possible that remarkable 
renaissance of Western Europe which stands in such stark contrast to the Eastern half of 
our continent.

Differences between us?

Yes, we have a few. But they are as nothing compared with the things we share, our 
resolve to defend our way of life, to deter all threats and to ensure in the end that triumph 
of freedom which America and Britain work for, long for and believe will one day come.

Mr. Chairman, I began with Winston Churchill, and I will end with him. Who better? 
Churchill wrote; ‘where we are able to stand together and work together for righteous 
causes, we shall always be thankful, and the world will always be free.’”

http://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/105450

Address to Joint Session of Congress (25 Feb 1985)

“Members of Congress, closer to home there is a threat to freedom both savage and 
insidious. Both our countries have suffered at the hands of terrorists. We have both lost 
some of our best young lives and I have lost some close and dear friends. Free, strong, 
democratic societies will not be driven by gunmen to abandon freedom or democracy.”

“Distinguished Members of Congress, our two countries have a common heritage as well 
as a common language. It is no mere figure of speech to say that many of your most 
enduring traditions—representative government, habeas corpus, trial by jury, a system of 
constitutional checks and balances—stem from our own small islands. But they are as 
much your lawful inheritance as ours. You did not borrow these traditions—you took 
them with you, because they were already your own.”

http://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/105968 
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