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Oakland University President Denald D. O Dowd
will become executive vice chancelior of the Srate
Universiry of New York January 1.

O’'Dowd’s appointment was announced by ihe
executive ccmmittee of the SUNY Bocrd of Trustees
at a meefing roday (Friday) in New Yori Ciry. The
SUNY system, with 64 campusas. 34C,0C0 students,
and a budger of just under $8C0 million. is the
largest university system in the country.

O'Dewd, 52, has been chief exacurive officer at
Oakland for necrly ¢ decade. He was named CU
chancellor in February, 1970, by the Michigan State
University Board of Trustees. When OU became
independent larer thar year, the newly appointed
OU Board of Trustees named O'Dowd the first
oresigent of Oakland University.

Prior ro his appointment as chanceiior, & Towd
served as chief academic officer ar OU under
Oakland's first chanceller, D.B. Varner. O'Dowd
joinred the OU staff in 1960 as associare professor
of psychology and assistant o the dean of the
faculty. He was named dean of the university in
1961 and provcst in 1966. The title of dean of
graduate study was added in 1968.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, David B. Lewis,
chairperson, said the board accepred, with regret,
O'Dowd's decision, but added that the board
certainly can understand O'Dowd'’s attraction to the
SUNY posirion.

"We con rake pride that his new duties are nor only
a professional challenge for him, but a reflection of
the leadership skills he demonstrated ar Ocisicnd,”
Lewis said.

"Oakland has been very fortunate in having rwo
extremely capable leaders during ifs histcry.
President O’'Dowd is leaving a rich legacy, as did
Chancellor Varner before him.”

"The board extends to Don cnd jan best wishes
cnd graritude for giving so much of themiselves 1o
Oakland,” Lewis said.

Lewis praised O'Dowd’s leadership of Oakiand
during the 1970s, citing particularly the
development of a 15-year plan in 1978,
continued enrclimernt growth throughout the
decade, and a substantial broadening of the
curriculum.

Enroliment grew from 8,000 to more thain 11,000
students during the 1970s, a decade which 2w
iitle enrollment growth throughcut the state

During O'Dowd's tenure as president. Ocidland
initiated its first doctoral programs (engineering
and reading) and added significantly to the
number of masters’ degree programs. Af the
undergraduare level, a School of Nursing was
added, as were a Center for Health Sciences and a
Center for Career and General Studies. Many newy
majors and concentrations also were acded in the
College of Arts and Sciences and the School of
Human and Educational Services.

The Board of Trustees will wors toward assuring
centinued pregress and a smoorh adminisnarive
frransition, Lewis saic.

A nafive of New Harnpshire, O'Dowd earned his
undergraducte degree af Dartmceuth College and
his doctorare in social psychology from Harverd
University. He was a faculty member and acting
dearn of freshmen at Wesleyan College before
coming fo Oakland in 1960,

He and his wife. Jan, have four children.

In moving 10 SUNY, O'Dowd will be rejoining
former Michigan State Universiry President Clifron R.
Wharron, Jr. Wharten, now chancellor of the SUNY
systern, was president of MOU from 1965 10 1577,
Ore of his first acrs as MSU! president was fo
recommend 1< the MSU Board thar O'Dowd be
named changeiler ar OU. '



