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i,F:i: HE history of the develoPment
of N{icl-rigan State University-Oak-
lnnd to date exemplifies the wisdom
of Ovid's lemark that giving calls
for genius.

The need for a college in the populous Oakland-N'Iacomlr
area existed, but had not been generally recognized. The
hungel for learning existed, brtt was not fully understood
or appreciated. The idea of a college was the half-formed
dream of a group of enlightened citizens, but they were trot
able to transform it into reality. N{ichigan State University,
veteran of 102 years of service to the state, and a respected
educational pioneer, was seeking new ways to be of service'
The State o1 N{i"hig,.n was beginning to recognize that
within a few short years, it would be faced with the necessity
of providing college facilities for a greatly expanded ntrmber
of talented young people. The situation, in short, was ripe
for action.

At this juncture, N{r'. and N'{rs. Alfred G. Wilson can-re

folward in fanuary, 1957, with their genelous offer to give

their beautiful N{eadow Brook Farms to Michigan State

University as a site for a four-year college to serve the people

of Oaklarid and Macomb counties, and to supplement their
gift with $2,000,000 with which to erect the fir'st building.

Today rnarks the beginning of constmction of this first
building, Lut the et ent has a larger meaning. It marks- the
lat nchiirg of n great new educational enterprise, for on these

o"r", ,oil" day witt stand still other buildings, forming with
stately N'Ieadow Brook Hall a unique cultural center, all
declicirted to the use of the young people and adults who will
fincl l'rere an otttlet for their intellectual ambitions, and the
strtisfaction of their hunger for the education with which
to make their lives fuller, richer', and happier.

Truly, genius marked the gift from which all these

benefits will flow.
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R. and NIrs. Alfred G. Wil-
son's gift to N{ichigan Sttrte
Uliyersity of their magnificent
estate, N'leadow Brook Farms,
offers the University att tul-
paralleled opportunity to extend

its edr.rcational services to this irlportant area of the state'
N{rs. Wilson is a former member of thc University's goveln-
ing boarcl and this generorls gift, marde jointly with her
husbiind, is the culmination of many yetrrs of intellsive inter-
est in and cflorts on behalf of N{ichignn State University
iurcl its stuclents.

The 1400-acre Wilsorr ploperty, together with the lovely
300-acre estate given earlier by N{iss Sartrh Van Hoosen

lones, alscl a forn-rer member of the University's g_overning

board, brings the University's holdings in Oakland County
to 1700 acres. The rolling hills of the area form a picturesqtte
setting for the beautiful carnpus that will grow here. Meadow
Blook Hall, considerecl to be orre of the world's outstanding
plivate residences, is itself an art trensure that will eventually
becorne il part of thc Onkland campus.
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STUDENT POPULATION

The site of Michigan State University-Oakland is con-
sidered idetrl for a new four-yeilr public college, being near:
the center of a heavy concentration of population not being
served adequately by any other four-year institution, The
population of Oakland and Macomb counties, it is predicted,
will exceed the present population of the City of Detroit
by 1980. Within fifteen miles of the site, considered to be
a reilsonable commuting distance, now live 516,000 persons,
and an increase to 926,000 by 1970 is forecast. Within the
sarne circle thele are now 44,000 persons of college age, and
this segment of the population is expected to increase to
54,000 by 1960, to 73,000 by 1965, and to 103,000 by 1970.
The adults of the area are revealed by an extensive survey
to be college-minded, as indicated by their own high level
of educational attainment, their aspirations for their children,
and their own plans to take advantage of the opportunities
for college study to be trfforded by N{ichigan State Uni-
vcrsity-Oakland.
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION AND AC-
CEPTANCE OF THE GIFT OF IVIR. AND MRS. ALFRED G.
WILSON, OF MEADOW BROOK FARMS, AND A CASH ENDOW-
N,IENT TO N,IICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE
AND APPLIED SCIENCE.

WHEREAS, With the donation of their magniffcient 1400-acre
estrrte, N{eaclorv Brook Farms, and il ctrsh errdowment of $2,000,000.00
to ulrcleru'r'ite the construction of lcldemic buildings thereon, to
Michigan State Universitv of Agricr,rlture and Applied Science, Mr.
nnd N{rs. Alfrecl G. Wilson htrve mirde ferrsible thc establishrnent of
thc first public institution of higher learning in Onkland county; irncl

WHEREAS, This is the most populous area of the State not
having the benefit of compalatively ensv access to eductrtional op-
poltunitl'on the collegiate level fol its voung people; and

WHEREAS, Equnlity of educltional opporturrity is tr fundamentnl
prirrciple r>f our clemocrtrtic society; and

WHEREAS, The state of Michignn is singularly fortunirte ir.r

hirvinq i]mong its citizens those who are willing to give of their private
neuns to support higher education, thus lessening the finarrcinl bulden
upon the l'esorllces of the State; and

WHEREAS, The enthusiirsm engendered by the prospect of har'-
irrg ln irtstitntiol of higher eclucation near at hrnd, plospects for'
support flonr inclustritrl soru'ces, trnd the clernonstrtrtecl need for sucir
iur irrstitution assrlle the success of the ploject belronci all leasonable
cloubt; irncl

WIIEREAS, This generous benefnction testifies to the belief of
the clor-rors in the Michigrrn slrstem of higher education and to their
clesire to see educltionll beliefits even more rvidely spread uncler the
adrninistrltion of one of our fir-rest Universities; now therefore be it

RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (the
Senlte concurring), Thtrt the Legisltrture of the state of Michigan,
spelkirrg for and on behrrlf of all its citizens, expresses its deep ap-
preciation to Mr. trnd Ntlrs. Wilson for the magnificerrt generositv
rvhich prompted this gift, the sinceritv of the pulpose for which it
has been given, and tlie outstanding contribution it makes towarcl
rneetirtg the neecls of the Sttrte for educatiorral facilities; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the Legislature of thc sttrte of Michignn
a{linns that the State Board of Agricultule in accepting this bene-
faction will be contributing significantlv to the solution of the State's
serious problem of ploviding rrdequirte post high school educational
facilities.

Adopted by the House January 23,1957.
Arloptecl bv the Serate January 21, 1957.


