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Meadow Brook Ball // Saturday, Feb. 5
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NICHOLE SEGUIN /The Oakland Post

Roughly 300 students and other guests enjoyed food, dancing and music at the annual Meadow Book Ball. Attendees
were treated to free valet parking, tours of the mansion, caricature drawings and prize giveaways. When tickets for the
hall went on sale back in December, they sold out in record time.
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SPORTS// Oakland University's Division III club
hockey team strives to excel on the ice like its
renowned Division I counterpart.

1 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 10

17 18 19

20 21 21

23 24 25

33 34 35

28 27 28 29 30 31 32

38 37 38

39 40 41 42

16
CROSSWORD // Our weekly crossword puzzle is

a great way to kill time on campus. Answers are

available on our website.
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police
blotter

LOCAL!! Local police blotter details recent
activity in the cities that surround the campus of
Oakland University.
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MOUTHING OFF!! In light ot the generally
unpopular Super Bowl XLV halftime show, we
suggest 10 alternatives to the Black Eyed Peas.

The Oakland Post provides
online coverage of every
home basketball game
immediately after the game
ends. Check out our
coverage if you can't make it
to the O'rena to see it live.
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OU's logo overload
If you attend Oakland University, odds

are you are a white, female resident of Oak-

land County between the ages of 17 and 22.

But a bunch of young, white girls with a

five- to ten-minute drive to campus don't

define OU. So, what does?

If you know the answer to that question,

OU President Gary Russi would like to

hear about it.

At last month's university update, Russi

said the University of Michigan and Michi-

gan State University have already sealed

their fates and cannot change who they are,

whereas Oakland is still young enough to

rebrand itself.

Oakland cannot — nor should it — be

U-M or MSU, but there is something OU

could learn from the state's two biggest

schools.

When you think of each school, a block

letter comes to mind. Perhaps the image

of a Spartan or a maize and blue helmet do,

too. All told, U-M and MSU have a com-

bined 14 registered marks.

OU, conversely, has 17 official, regulated

logos, according to its website. Granted,

several have very specific uses — the "Little

Grizz" logo is used only for youth merchan-

dise and the side profile of Grizz is primar-

ily for club sports — and some are slight

variations of each other.

Still, having multiple identifiable logos

gives OU an identity crisis.

Oakland, of course, started its colle-

giate career as the Pioneers, becoming the

Golden Grizzlies in 1998 when it switched

to Division I.

Now 54 years old, Oakland
University must finally
settle on an image.

Sticking with one, solid logo should be

the first step OU takes toward branding

itself.

Once OU's visual image is solidified, it

should look to invoke a strong mental as-

sociation of what it has to offer.

Oakland is known for being a cheaper,

viable alternative to MSU, but doesn't have

the prestige of its green and white mother.

According to the Office of Institutional

Research, only 1 percent of Oakland's total

student population is from out of state,

indicating that the university is not nation-

ally recognized — despite the popular myth

that OU is in Oakland, Calif.

The men's basketball team is changing

that fast. The team will likely make its sec-

ond straight NCAA Tournament appear-

ance, and a rumored expansion of its O'rena

would further legitimize the team.

The women's basketball team isn't far

behind, and the swimming and diving

teams are perennial powerhouses.

If OU improves its retention rates, Russi

projects an enrollment of 24,420 in 2020

— a 28 percent growth from OU's current

enrollment of 19,053.

Growth, of course, would come with sev-

eral logistical issues as on-campus housing

has been above 100 percent occupancy for

three years running and parking continues

to be a real, albeit exaggerated, problem.

Once all the kinks are figured out, Oak-

land is in a terrific position to grow. But it

needs to first identify its true identity.

Is it to become the hub of medical

research? Is it a perfect medium between a

community college and an elite university?

When kids grow up, they go through

many phases, and try out many things.

Ultimately, they settle on one thing they

want to do.

For Oakland to finally hit maturity, it

needs to do the same.
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Support of dictatorship in Egypt must end
As I write this commentary, many

courageous human rights activists that I've

met in my research on the pro-democracy

movement in Egypt are being beaten and

detained — not just in Tahrir Square, but in

their offices and homes.

The good news in Egypt is that Mubarak

may finally step down — and the sooner he

does, the less blood will be shed.

The good news here at home is that

events in Egypt are forcing the most care-

ful reexamination of U.S. foreign policy

toward that country (and hopefully the

world) since the end of the Cold War.

We've been playing both sides of the

fence for too long. Over the last few

decades we've sent a brutal dictator billions

of dollars in military and economic aid —

on the claim that he was protecting us from

Islamic fundamentalism.

We must use this
tragedy to reexamine
our foreign policy
priorities and our
strategies for achieving
them.

We failed to notice that there is an
important difference between the Muslim
Brotherhood, a moderate group that re-
nounced violence in the 1960s and worked
within the Egyptian political system for

Laura LandoIt
Assistant Professor,

Political Science

reform (similar to Christian Democratic

parties in Western Europe); and violent

jihadis like al-Qaeda, whose primary target

has been civilians (Muslims, Christians and

Jews) across the Middle East and North

Africa (more recently in the U.S.)

Because we were more interested in

Egyptian "stability," we overlooked Egypt's

permanent Emergency Laws that denied

its citizens civil and political rights. We

overlooked the Mubarak regime's policies

of detention without trial and systematic

torture.

Indeed, recent figures put the number of

political prisoners in Egypt at 20,000. The

hypocrisy of this position is clear — we

cannot effectively demand democracy in

Iran (or anywhere else) while supporting an

equally dictatorial ally.

More recently we've been sending much

smaller amounts of pro-democracy aid to

non-governmental organizations (NG0s)

in Egypt.

AUTOMOTIVE 
MECHANICAL S COLLISION REPAIR

$2110OFF AN OIL CHANGE
WITH ANY VALID OAKLAND
UNIVERSITY ID CARD

259 MILL STREET I ROCHESTER I 2/48-651-6339

Again, you can't support dictatorship
and democracy at the same time. Many
government officials formed NGOs to

receive that democracy funding and used it

to present a facade of political reform.

Even our own USAID officials in Egypt

were under surveillance and often actively

intimidated by Egypt's Interior Ministry.

Meanwhile, Egyptian human rights ac-

tivists, who bravely challenged the regime

and faced regular detention and torture,

were unable to accept our assistance for

fear of being labeled foreign agents and

prosecution for treason.

Indeed, the Mubarak regime used the

most prominent pro-democracy (and pro-

U.S.) activists like Saad Eddin Ibrahim and

Ayman Nour as examples, and we looked

the other way.

If it could imprison and brutalize these

well-known friends of the U.S., what

would it do to anyone else?

When you play both sides of the fence,

you are always on the wrong side. At this

very moment these brave pro-democracy
activists are fighting and dying to over-
throw our old friend, Mubarak. Whose
side are we on?

Now the world wants to know whether
we really support democracy, or not. We
can't continue to play both sides of the
fence.

If we truly believe that democracy is
the best system of government, and that
democracy facilitates compromise and

peace, how can we justify supporting dicta-

tors? In the long run, indeed, how can this

strategy facilitate our primary objective of

stability?

We must use this tragedy to re-examine

our foreign policy priorities and our strate-
gies for achieving them.

Laura Land olt is an assistant professor in
the political science department at Oakland
University. In addition to gender and develop-
ment, as well as domestic and transnational

movements, she has specialties in Middle East

politics, democratization, U.S. foreign aid and
global governance.

In the summer of 2010, she completed re-
search in Cairo, Egypt. Since 2007, Landolt has

collected over 45 interviews with human rights
activists in Egypt for the United Nations'
Universal Periodic Review.

CORRECTIONS
CORNER II

The Oakland Post corrects all errors
of fact.

If you know of an error, please e-mail
managing@oaklandpostonline.com
or call 248.370.2537.
You can also write us at 61 Oakland
Center Rochester, MI 48309.

If you are interested in writing a guest
column for the Perspectives section,
e-mail editor@oaklandpostonline.com
or call 248.370.4268.

POLL OF THE WEEK
LAST WEEK'S POLL //

Do you think GPA is an accurate measurement of college academic performance?

yes— 31 (34%)

CURRENT POLL //
Vote at www.oaklandpostonline.com

no — 61 (66%)

What are your thoughts on the possibility of a campus-wide smoking ban?

I support it I am against it I don't care
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The Chinese Women's Association of Michigan performs a folk dance called "Fengyang Flower-Drum", one of 10 performances.

Celebrating a new year
Chinese New Year kicks off with music, food, dance

By NICHOLE SEGUIN and

MEGAN NOVAK

Features Editor and

Contributing Reporter

While some students spent their Thurs-

day night studying in the dorms, other stu-

dents had the opportunity to experience

Chinese culture first-hand.

The International Allies Organization,

International Student and Scholars Office,

Center for Multicultural Initiatives, Chi-

nese Friendship Association, Department of

Modern Languages and Literatures, China

Association, Asian American Association

hosted the Chinese New Year Celebration

on Thursday, Feb. 3 in the Gold Rooms of

the Oakland Center.

"This was the most well-attended event

so far," said Petra Knoche, assistant director

of the International Students and Scholars

Office. "I think it was because it was on the

actual date of the beginning of Chinese New

Year (this year)."

The event featured a variety of activi-

ties, including Chinese food, calligraphy,

Chinese paper cutting and carving display,

which is the Chinese version of origami,

dancing, skits and performances.

For some students, attendance to the

event was recommended by their professor

to experience the celebration. Blaze Hill, a

junior majoring in biochemistry, was one of

these students.

"(This event) was a very good opportuni-

ty to learn a new things about the culture...

and earn extra credit ... I respect their cul-

ture and the way that they teach their kids,"

Hill said, a student in the Chinese 115 course.

Angelica Dimson, a freshmen with an

undecided major and a member of the IAA,

said that she enjoyed the event.

"It was very interesting to see how differ-

ent cultures are," she said. "My favorite part

was when the little boy was doing the Kung

Fu. It was more graceful than on television

and less violent. It was cute when a little

boy was doing it."

Shakita Billy, a junior majoring in politi-

cal science, makes time for this event every

year.
"It's something I enjoy doing," Billy said.

"I enjoy the culture, dancing, food — the

whole event."

At the event's close, student volunteers

passed out good luck charms, which con-

sisted of red envelopes with candy money

in it, replacing the real money that is typi-

cally handed out in China.

The next cultural experience, European

Night, will be held on Friday, March 7 from

4-7 p.m. in the Gold Rooms of the Oakland

Center.

campus
briefs

Thomas Friedman postponed

The Thomas Friedman event

is being rescheduled due to

unforeseen circumstances. All

tickets that have been sold for the

Feb. 8 presentation will be honored

at the rescheduled event.

Arab world panel discussion

The recent uprisings throughout

the Arab world will be addressed

at a panel discussion on Thursday

Feb. 10 from noon to 1 p.m. in the

Fireside Lounge. Topics include the

situations in Egypt and Tunisia.

A Taste of Africa

As part of African American

Celebration Month, the Center for

Multicultural Initiatives is hosting

an event on Friday, Feb. 11, from

4-7 p.m. in the Banquet Rooms

of the Oakland Center. Students

can enjoy African-American

cuisine, African dance and musical

performances.

Wind Symphony performance

Oakland University's Wind

Symphony will host a performance

on Tuesday, Feb. 15 in Varner

Recital Hall from 8-10 p.m. Tickets

are $8 and can be purchased at

the Varner Box Office or through

Star Tickets Plus.

National Alcohol Screening Day

On Wednesday, Feb. 16 from

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. the Oakland

University Counseling Center will be

sponsoring an event in the Oakland

Center. Students can test their

drinking knowledge, talk with a

professional and learn more about

safe drinking at the free screening.

— Compiled by Lauryn Andrews,

Staff Intern
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Detroit City Council President visits campus
By LAURYN ANDREWS

Staff Intern

Detroit City Council President Charles

Pugh spoke on Thursday, Feb. 3 in Kresge

Library as part of African American Cel-

ebration Month.

OU students and community members

were curious to hear the councilman's

thoughts about why we celebrate this

month.

James Neal, a second year student at

Cooley Law School, wanted to hear Pugh

speak because he is "looking to take up

some type of political position in Detroit or

Wayne County somewhere."

Pugh, a Detroit native, was raised by his

grandmother after both of his parents died

by the time he was seven years old.

Pugh graduated from Murray-Wright

High School in 1989 and won a scholarship

to attend the University of Missouri School

of Journalism.

After graduation, Pugh worked as a tele-

vision journalist across the country before
returning to Detroit to work as a reporter

and anchor for FOX 2 News.

"I used to listen to listen to him on the

news and radio, so I decided to come," se-
nior, biology major Crystal Moon said.
Pugh anchored three-hour news shows

Saturday and Sunday mornings for seven
years, but according to his website, Pugh
said that "it was my direct connection to the

SINEAD CRONIN/The Oakland Post

Detroit City Council President Charles Pugh speaks to students at Kresge Library.
Pugh's visit was a part of African American Celebration Month.

people on the streets of Detroit that gave

me my real purpose."

Pugh ran for Detroit City Council and he

was elected council president in 2009.

"I'm such an un-politician," Pugh said." I'm

a regular guy who happens to have a very

political job for elected office, but I'm just a

regular guy from Detroit."

Pugh said that he is delighted to be a part

of African American Celebration Month at

OU.

"I am very pleased as a lover of African

American History Month, to be here as part

of the celebration because I am somebody

who loves African—American history," Pugh

said.

When Pugh talks to young people, he said

he often asks students why we celebrate

African American History Month in the

month of February. Pugh said the responses

he receives are surprising.

"Our children today are lacking a true and

healthy understanding of themselves in the

context the world," he said. Many of them
have their identities defined to the impov-
erished nature of their environment, rather

than having their identity rooted in the rich

reality of their history."

He said many students "are unaware of

their history" and urges them to remember

that they "should never be confined to their

environment ... because our forefathers
and foremothers have taught us that we can

move beyond our unfortunate situation by

daring to be achievers."

Pugh said that we celebrate African
American Month because of historian Dr.
Carter Woodson, who created Negro His-
tory Week in 1926 because he noticed that
there were few African American achieve-

ments listed in history books.

Dr. Woodson created Negro History

Week during the second week of February

because "it contains the birthdays of Fred-

rick Douglas, the abolitionist, and Abraham

Lincoln, the great emancipator," Pugh said.

As Negro History Week observance

gained momentum, it was extended to a
month.

Pugh said that its intent was not to create
a "separate category of history, but a place

where the achievements of African Ameri-
cans would not and could not be ignored."
Pugh wants to continue to advocate for

better historical education in America and
is pushing to bring new initiatives to De-
troit.

"Change is underway and a lot of won-

derful seeds were planted years ago, and
now we're really trying to bust through the
soil ... and some new and exciting things are
happening in our town," Pugh said.

Not For Sale' event to explore human trafficking, sex slavery
By EMMA CLAUCHERTY

Staff Reporter

According to the International Justice Mission, between

600,000 and 800,000 people are victimized by human traf-

ficking every year.

Inspired by this information, OU student congress will

be hosting Not for Sale, an event to raise awareness of sex

trafficking and to inform students how they can help put

an end to it.

The event will be held Tuesday, Feb. 15 from 2-3:30 p.m.

to 3:30 p.m. in Gold Room B of the Oakland Center.

OUSC Legislative Affairs Director Benjamin Eveslage, a

freshman, is organizing the event.

"It's raising awareness so it has more of an educational

base at the beginning. Towards the end of the event we are

going to try to invoke a sense of inspiration in the students

and attendees to make a difference in the arena of sex traf-

ficking," Eveslage said.

Part of the goal of the event is making students aware

that sex trafficking is happening closer than in third world

countries on the other side of the earth.

"Many people don't know that it is an issue or that it even

exists," Eveslage said. "Many people identify it with Cam-

bodia or Eastern Asia, but it is surprising to note there are

many cases within the United States and Michigan occur-

ring."

According to the National Center for Missing and Ex-

ploited Children, Michigan ranks 13th in the country for the

number of sex traffic victims.

"We hope to raise awareness of sex trafficking as a gener-

ally international issue but also as a domestic issue as well."

Eveslage said.
A few speakers will be presenting at the event. Professor

Katrina Kubicek of California State University will speak.

Kubicek teaches a class at California State on sex traffick-

ing. According to UM, the trafficking of humans is a $12 bil-
lion industry worldwide.
"This is something that is very well hidden," Eveslage

said. "It has been progressing so much because of that. The
reason sex trafficking continues to spread is because the
people that are involved in it are ashamed. They don't talk
about it. That makes it a sheltered issue."
The event is meant to inspire awareness and activism

among students and other attendees for an issue that nor-
mally does not get very much attention.
"An issue like this, the second largest criminal industry in

the world, it's good to be able to target that," Eveslage said.
Eveslage said that he hopes Not for Sale will have a deep-

er effect on students than the typical one-day on-campus
event.

"It's not just going to be food and walk away.," Eveslage
said. "I want people to walk away inspired. That way we
can do something together to make a difference."
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Wall finally falls in the GSC lounge
By LAURYN ANDREWS

Staff Intern

The Gender and Sexuality Center has re-

ceived a figurative face lift.

On Saturday, Jan. 22, the wall separating

the Gender and Sexuality Center's lounge

from its office was dismantled.

"I feel good," junior Kelly Shaw said. "We

have been waiting for a while. A lot of fac-

ulty members and people in administration

were working on this."

Since the wall has been dismantled, stu-

dents now have more room to host meet-

ings and gather for events.

According to junior Paul Pontois, about

20-25 people visit the Gender and Sexuality

Center every day.

"That does not count volunteers or other

people who do not sign in," Pontois said.

The Center plans to host an official cer-

emony to debut the new space in March.

Freshman Rebecca Bonkowski hopes

that more students will stop by the Gender

and Sexuality Center.

JASON WILLIS/The Oakland Post

The wall dividing the Gender and Sexuality Center lounge was torn down on Jan. 22,

allowing for more room to host meetings and events.

"I think that the biggest thing that people

need to know is that you don't have to (only)

come here if you have a problem right now.

You don't have to be in one of three catego-

ries to hang out here," Bonkowski said.

The Gender and Sexuality Center pro-

csdcwoakland.edu
248-370-2400

Center for Student Activities

www.oakland.eduicsa

de.c5\\

of erence

"Spring Training"

April 2, 2011

check out the website: oakland.edu/lead

Center for Student Activities Service Window - February 2011

Broadway in Detroit
Burn the Floor
Chicago
Les Ngserables
Mamma Mia

Detroit Red Wings
Feb. 9 Nashville Predators
Feb. A San Jose Sharks

Michigan Opera Theatre
Alvin Alley American Dance Theatre
Magic Flute (Opera)
Rigoletto (Opera)

Fox Theatre
Color Purple

For information on how to purchase tickets to these or other events,

visit our window at the lower level of the Oakland Center,

or click the "Service Wmdow" tab at oaldand.eduicsa

vides services and education on issues of

gender and sexuality for the campus com-

munity. For more information about the

GSC and what it has to offer, stop by 49D

Oakland Center or contact the coordinator,

Melissa Pope at 248-370-4333.

UNIVERSITY
EYE CARE, P.C.

2251 N. Squirrel Road, Suite 206
Auburn Hills, MI 48326

248.475.2230
www.universityeyecare.com

Mark A. Rolain, M.D.
Board Certified Ophthalmologist

Diseases and Surgery of the Eye
Cataract, Glaucoma, Diabetes
Sherry L. Dustman, O.D.
Board Certified Optometrist
Contact Lens Specialist

Oakland University
Students and Faculty...

$99 Cash Eye Exam
• Includes FREE pair of Contact

Lenses`
We accept MOST insurance. BCBS

Vision Accepted.

ir
Happy Valentine's Day! qv

All Sunglasses...
Buy One, Get One 50% off!!!
'Gucci *BCBG
'Nike 'Juicy Couture
"Ray Bans 'Ralph Lauren

"and many other styles & designers"
Show your student or faculty ID

and save
Promotion ends February 14, 2011

police files

Overflow on first floor

On Jan. 31, OUPD was

dispatched to Hill House dorms in

response to an activated smoke

detector. Upon arrival, excessive

steam was visible. The steam was

determined to be coming from a

surplus of overflowing hot water in

the hallway on the first floor. It was

determined the source for the hot

water was room 109. A hot water

pipe had burst in the room.

Explicit e-mail debacle

On Jan. 31, it was reported that

a student had received an e-mail

containing a photo of a partially

naked female that appeared to

have been taken from a cell phone.

The student received the e-mail

through her Oakland account. The

student contacted the sender to •

straighten the situation out, but the

sender only responded with "it is

you?" The student notified OUPD

of the situation.

Student apartment larceny

On Feb. 2, a student reported

a stolen laptop and iPod to the

OUPD. The student had left her

suite on the night her belongings

went missing without locking the

door. When she returned, her .

laptop and iPod were gone. During

the time that the student was

gone, a party took place with her

suitemates.

Felonious roommate assault

On Feb. 4, a roommate

assault was reported to OUPD.

What began as a request to be

quieter quickly escalated into a

physical confrontation between

three apartment residents. The

fight included the pushing of one

roommate and the throwing of a

drinking glass. There is no further

information at this time.

— Compiled by Jen Bucciarelli,

Local Editor
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Achieving quiet success
Lesser-known Div. III club hockey team aims for postseason run
By JAKE TH I E LEN

Sports Editor

What many students may not know is
that Oakland University has not one, but
two winning hockey teams.

The university's Division I team has
gained the most notoriety, winning a na-

tional championship as recently as 2007.
This year, the lesser-known Grizzlies' Di-

vision III club team is looking to achieve
similar success as a member of the Michigan
Collegiate Hockey Conference's Blue Divi-
sion, which is a part of the American Col-
legiate Hockey Association.
However, in order to reach that success

the team must first overcome an obstacle
that doesn't affect major sports at OU, such
as basketball.

Hockey's status as a club sport at Oakland
means that much of the financial burden is
carried by the players themselves.
Second-year coach Troy Barron said the

fact that hockey is not a scholarship sport
at Oakland can make recruiting difficult at
times. While other colleges can afford to
buy their players equipment, Oakland sim-
ply offers a good education and a competi-
tive team.
"We are not the Yankees where kids get

paid in scholarships," Barron said. "These
guys work jobs, they go to school full-time
and they pay for their own hockey. It's
like playing travel hockey — you're paying
$3004400 a month."

Despite potential financial and recruit-
ing difficulties, Barron has managed to put
together a solid program.

Game day
The team entered Friday night's show-

down against Michigan State University
at the Detroit Skating Club in Bloomfield
Hills with a record of 16-7, which was good

for seventh place in the most recent ACHA

North Division rankings. The Grizzlies had

defeated Michigan State 5-2 on the road in

their last game on Jan. 23.

Early on, it looked like Oakland would

repeat its previous success against the Spar-
tans. The team came out looking to domi-
nate the game physically in the first period,
and that's exactly what happened.

Barron said setting the tone early with
physical play is part of the team's game
plan.

"I think the whole reason for being physi-
cal is to get somebody off their game," Bar-
ron said. "You don't want to be dirty, but

you want to force (the other team) up the
boards and counter-attack it. The whole
thing about being physical is getting them
off the puck. If they don't have the puck on
their stick, they can't do anything."
The team's physical play helped create

several early scoring chances. After a Mich-
igan State penalty, sophomore forward Der-
ek Sulpizio put home a rebound in front of
the net that gave the Grizzlies a 1-0 lead just
five minutes into the game.

Michigan State tied the game in the sec-
ond period, but Oakland team captain Zach
Warson put the Grizzlies in front again
with a redirection goal with eight minutes
left in the third period.

Despite several late penalties, it appeared
Oakland would be able to hold on for a vic-
tory. However, Michigan State's Joe Kulc-
zycki scored with just 1.3 seconds left in the
game to force overtime.

"I didn't even know there was that much

time left; I was just playing," senior goalten-
der Steve Henzie said. "After they scored,
I looked up and saw 1.3. It was just like a

backbreaker. It was tough to get out of my

head."

Michigan State went on to win the erne
in a shootout.

"With one second left, you think you
have it," Sulpizio said. "You're that close,
and then they get a lucky goal bounce off
the back of the boards. It's a tough loss, but
we'll come back hard next week."

Looking ahead
Oakland will look to rebound in its next

game against the University of Michigan-
Flint Feb. 11, and cap off the season with a

JAKE THIELEN/The Oakland Post

The Oakland University Division III club hockey team warms up before the team's Feb.
4 game against Michigan State. Oakland is ranked 7th in the ACHA North Division.

trip to the ACHA National Tournament.

"The first goal that everybody set was go-

ing to nationals," Henzie said. "I don't know

if we're saying winning, but we definitely

want to get there, and we'll take it from

there."

A 6-3 loss to Davenport University in

the ACHA regionals kept the Grizzlies from

qualifying for the National Tournament

last year. Henzie said avenging that loss was

a motivating factor entering this season.

"The other number one thing that we set

out to do was to beat Davenport, which we

did," Henzie said. "We lost to them in the

first game that we played them (Nov. 5),

and we won the second game at their ice

(Nov. 7). That was one of the big goals, so

we accomplished that."

The ACHA Regional Tournament is

scheduled to begin Feb. 18 at the Subur-
ban Ice Arena in Macomb. Barron said he
expects the Grizzlies to be seeded in the
middle of the pack, but he still has high ex-
pectations for his team.
"At this level, any level, it's who wants it

more," Barron said. "Anybody can win on
any given night. If the guys want it, they
can play the best, and they can beat the
best. It's not up to the coaching staff; it's
what they want to do."

If Oakland advances from the Regional
Tournament, they would play in the Na-
tional Tournament in Holland beginning
March 9.

"We won our first game, and we were a
period away from going last year," Barron
said. "Hopefully, if the puck bounces right,
we'll be able to be there (this year)."
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Internal decisions lead to Pistons' struggles
COLUMN

Five months from now, the
Detroit Pistons will celebrate the
seventh anniversary of their 2004
NBA title victory over the Los
Angeles Lakers.

It sure seems like more than
seven years ago.

It pains me to have to write this
column, as I've been a Pistons fan
since the days of the Bad Boys era.
I've enjoyed and suffered through
the best and worst years in team
history, from NBA titles to the
unfortunate teal and burgundy
jersey experiment.

After the death of longtime
owner Bill Davidson, the team was
left with an apathetic owner seek-
ing to sell the team in a hurry.
Making matters worse were a

combination of failed trades and
questionable free agent signings.
The Pistons have devolved from

a well-oiled machine of a franchise
into the hollow shell of one.
The worst part about the fall of

Ryan Hegedus
Senior Reporter

the Pistons empire? It's complete-
ly self-inflicted.
Joe Dumars, the team's once-

untouchable president and gen-
eral manager, has seen his seat get
increasingly warmer over the past
few years, especially on the heels
of personnel moves that have led
to uncertainty and embarrass-
ment for the franchise.

In what now seems like an eter-
nity ago, the Pistons were regular-
ly one of the biggest draws in the
league, routinely drawing sellout
crowds. Four straight seasons of
sellout crowds, in fact.
These days, you won't hear

MVP chants reverberate through

the Palace of Auburn Hills unless
the names Kobe Bryant, LeBron
James or Dwight Howard are
announced.

Perhaps the biggest sign of fan
discontent came at last week's
home game against Charlotte.
Despite giving away free tick-
ets, only 14,376 fans showed up,
roughly 6,000 less fans than ca-
pacity for the Palace. Free tickets
went unclaimed.
The disappointing turnout may

have been related to the recent
snow storm, but in truth, it has
more to do with the dark storm
clouds hovering over the fran-
chise. Things are looking pretty
bleak these days.
The never-ending saga of the

Richard Hamilton estrangement
rightly drew league-wide criti-
cism as he was kept out of the line-
up. The situation escalated to the
point of a poisonous relationship
between the once-beloved all-star
and team management.

Efforts to trade Hamilton have
been lackluster, leaving both par-
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ties disgruntled and unwilling to
waver from their convictions.

Pistons players have had prob-
lems with coaches in the past (see
Rick Carlisle, Larry Brown, Flip
Saunders and Michael Curry).
Whether it was because of play-
ing time or utilization of skills on
the court, no one seemed to ever
be content playing for these guys.

It's been a vicious cycle of mis-
management and discontent, and
there's seemingly no end in sight.
When the team was winning,

these types of volatile relation-
ships were carefully sidestepped
and swept under the rug.
The Pistons won an average of

55 games from 2002-03 to 2007-
08, including two trips to the NBA
Finals and six consecutive Eastern
Conference Finals.
Karen Davidson, the widow of

Bill Davidson, has seen the team's
valuation plummet in recent
months as several major buyers
have stepped up and subsequently
backed out of the provided 30-day
bargaining windows for purchas-

ing the team.
Even millionaire businessman

Mike Ilitch, who has never been
shy about throwing his money
around, balked at the prospect of
buying the team. He contested the
asking price when it was deter-
mined that the team's worth was
overinflated.

In July 2010, Forbes Magazine
published its annual team value
rankings, in which the Pistons fell
precipitously. Only the Cavaliers,
now without LeBron James, saw
their value plummet more than
Detroit in a year's time.
With each passing day the team

goes unsold, the further the value
depletes.

Davidson needs to recognize
the declining worth of her hus-
band's formerly great franchise,
face reality and sell the team.

Decisions made by management
have left the franchise in turmoil,
casting doubt over the team's fu-
ture relevance in the NBA.

Right now, everyone comes up
a loser, and fans deserve better.

Cooley Open House Week
Experience Cooley — visit anyi‘of our campuses.

mail41

March 7-10,2011 • 4-7 P.M.
Monday, March 7 Tuesday, March II Wednosday, March Thursday, March 10
GRAND RAPIDS LANSING ANN ARBOR ALBSURN HILLS

Attend a Cooley Law School spring open house at any of Cooley's four Michigan campuses. Cooley
administrators, department representatives, students, and faculty members will be available to
answer your questions about Cooley Law School, applying to and attending law school, and entering
the legal profession.

Register online to attend the campus or campuses of your choice at cooley.edu or register onsite
the day of the open house. You are encouraged to visit more than one campus.

Learn about cooley at cooley.edu
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THE OU BRAND
OVER THE YEARS

fe°0-Ak

:Pr

Pioneer Pete (top left) was the university's mascot until
1998. The emblem of a sail was proposed in 1962.
The seal (top right) is now used primarily on Board of
Trustees documents and official university transcripts.

Oakland
UNIVERSITY

In 1998, the university hired a design studio to create
the current Golden Grizzly mascot and logos associated
with it The current sail logo (top right) has been in use
for 25-30 years and is used in official capacities.

Center feature // What's it to y011?

ENT I
HAT IS OAKLAN

President Russi seeks to further develop the university's image
Written by Editor-in-Chief Kay Nguyen and Features Editor Nichole Seguin

O
akland University is
lost and needs your
help. The school is try-

ing to find a clear path, seeking
to define its identity and trying
to create a unified image.
At his University Update

and an abbreviated speech
given at an Oakland University
Student Congress meeting last
month, President Gary Russi
challenged members of the
campus community to help
form the OU brand.

"Branding can happen one of
two ways," Russi said. "It can
happen to us or we can take
control of it."
A brand can encompass a

myriad of things about an insti-
tution — including personality,
physical campus, quality of

1,011 TE1
fACEBOOK FANS TWITTER FOLLOWERS

education and public percep-
tion — and can be more than a
symbol. It's more of an overall
image and Russi hopes to carve
one out with input from the
local community and students,
faculty and staff.

In 1959, OU welcomed its
first official class. Compared
to schools with established
identities like the University of
Michigan, which opened in 1817,
and Michigan State University,
established in 1855, Oakland is a
young institution.
"We are young enough and

we still have this opportunity,"
Russi said. "We are in a (great)
position to make this happen,
this brand."
He explained that schools

like U-M could not re-brand

19 53asigsTailrerAtli.

because "everyone knows what
it is" and that "it's going to be
that way."

Al3th straight year of enroll-
ment growth and over a decade
of Division I athletics can attest
to OU's growth in name recog-
nition, but it is time to pinpoint
the precise direction of the
youthful school's brand.

According to Russi, "we will
need your help to make that
happen."
"When you say East Lansing

or Ann Arbor, you think of the
schools and it's not quite the
same feeling," OU alumnus and
Rochester Hills Mayor Bryan
Barnett said. "I think that's
why it gets a little more chal-
lenging. Oakland has a greater
hill to climb than some of the

other schools."
While it will be difficult to

change the opinion, awareness
and exposure of the university
have been increased in recent
years.
"OU does a really good job

at putting themselves out there
— the ads on television and
the little ads on YouTube are
a great reminder of what's out
there," said Deanna English, a
senior at Oxford High School
and prospective Oakland stu-
dent. "I feel like they're really
trying."

Imaging and marketing
"We have a constant conver-

sation going with the president
because we don't really have
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a brand right now," said Ted
Montgomery, OU's media
relations director. "Your brand
drives all your marketing. U-M
has the block M, but they also
have a 200-year jumpstart."
The future of a physical

brand or identifiable logo, an
integral part of campus iden-
tity, is still up in the air.

"It'll be an interesting change
internally and I don't know of
any timeline," said Michelle
Moser, OU's director of inte-
grated marketing.
A logo people may recognize

is the image of a grizzly bear
climbing on OU's letters. That
is more synonymous with
the branding of the athletics
department.
The success of the basketball

programs has propelled Oak-
land onto the national stage,
making the identity of the
school more crucial than ever.
"Even seeing Oakland

scrolling across the bottom of
a sports program gives it some
validity it didn't have before,"
Barnett said.
Oakland teams were known

as the Pioneers before 1998. The
change to the Golden Grizzlies
came along with a switch to
Division I competition.
OU's first mascot was Pio-

neer Pete, but a panel of about
20 members that included
Various administrators, men's
basketball coach Greg Kampe
and students like Barnett
was assembled in 1998 to help
decide on a new mascot.

Barnett said the process in-
volved answering personality-
type questions and the group
-- with the help of a market-
ing firm — chose the grizzly
because it "was marketable for
selling cuddly bears for kids
and would also look aggressive
on a T-shirt."
The move has arguably been

one of the biggest shifts in OU's

short history and elicited some
concern.
'Does it say 'Pioneers?' We

wanted to pioneer new designs
and pioneering the future,"
Barnett said. "There were a lot
of concerns about it and a lot of
people just didn't know."
As the student body presi-

dent during a time of transition
for athletic imaging, he said
OU has improved greatly over
the "Pioneer" days in terms of
marketing.

Currently, there are nine dif-
ferent official OU logos depict-
ing the Golden Grizzly. Each
is used for different purposes,
but makes it difficult to create
unified merchandise.

Moser, like Russi, believes
there should be a singular
brand. She thinks there may
be the same kind of resistance
against that move, similar to
what happened with the phas-
ing out of Pioneer Pete.
"These things take a long

time to develop, launch and
engrain in the public conscious-
ness," Moser said.

According to Montgomery,
the Oakland Sail logo pictured
in a rectangle has been in use
for 25-30 years. It is displayed
on the official OU website, uni-
versity documents and signage.
The original logo, a sail

within a circle, is still used on
Board of Trustees documents
and official transcripts. The
changing of the sail image has
been the only major change

as far as official non-athletic
branding.
Developed by John Gal-

loway and Howard Clarke in

1962, the emblem, colors and ,

motto were a part of some 100 ,
preliminary sketches submitted

to the Emblem Committee.

The school's colors have

stayed the same throughout

all these changes. The color

gold was chosen since it has

I ofIT
This article is the first of a two-part series. Next

week's issue will further explore the branding of OU.

"long commanded admiration
as a heraldic religious color,"
black, because it, combined
with white, "denotes purity and
hope" and white for the idea of
virtue.
"White is the most widely

used of stationer's or publisher's
papers; black is the tone which
printing presses are commonly
set up to handle; and gold is
thus the only special one of
the three colors, commercially
speaking," Galloway wrote.
The sail emblem was chosen

by Galloway, who created it to
be symbolic of pursuit.
"That sails will be used by

men, especially those of the
heroic mould of Homer's Odys-
seus, long after people will have
become bored by our settling
of new planets in outer space;
secondly, the seal or crest
which ever satisfied the wishes
of all persons in a nation or a
family has yet to be created,"
Galloway wrote.

Changing the icon
OU's social media presence

includes heavy usage of Twit-
ter, Facebook and YouTube.

Rachel Reardon, a senior
majoring in French with a
minor in advertising, recently
created the university's social
media image through an icon
that is used on its social media
platforms.
"Branding is much more

than a logotype," she said. "It
encompasses everything from
graphics and color schemes to
slogans, the social voice and
everything in between. It's
the whole package, the entire
identity of the university in
this case."

Another part of the market-
ing campaign is the "peeking"
grizzly bear used on billboards
and on undergraduate admis-
sions materials.

Ideas for the icon were
crowdsourced because Moser
didn't think the athletics-based
climbing grizzly bear was
evocative of her department,
and also did not want to use the
traditional interlocking letters.
There are two different

typographical logos depicting
OU's letters. One has two-
toned block letters that touch,
while the more official logo has
interlocking characters that
resemble the official logo of
Oklahoma University.

"It's a temporary thing with
our page until we get the of-
ficial brand," Moser said. "We
were just kind of sick of look-
ing at the bear."
The Twitter feed became a

fixture of the OU Marketing
and Communications depart-
ment in early 2009, while the
Facebook fan page was com-
mandeered from a student who
had started it unofficially.
"We tracked him down and

took over from there," said
Moser of Brian Gingrich, the
page's creator. "He had built a
nice fan base for us and estab-
lished the clout."

Moser said the marketing
department began this project
without official approval from
university administration, but
was surprised by the reaction
to their efforts to create a con-
versation with students.

"I was taken aback by the
communities we were able to
bring together," Moser said of
the initiative. "Because of the
tone, we can talk a certain way
that we couldn't get away with
in print."

While the addition of a
different icon image may
seemingly separate Oakland's
social media from print or
web marketing, Moser said
the three go hand-in-hand and
will experience any imaging
changes together.

President Russi encouraged student,74W
and faculty to present ideas on this topic. Send
your thoughts to editor@oaklandpostonline.com
and we'll pass them along.
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LOGOS IN USE 
Oak and 
UNIVERSITY 

Official logo used on univer-
sity documents and signage

General usage university logo

The climbing Grill mostly
associated with athletics

General usage logo used by
the athletic department

Golden Grizzly logo used in
athletics and marketing

Used in association with the '
university's club sports teams

All purpose variation of main
Golden Grizzlies logo

All purpose variation of main
Golden Grizzlies logo

All purpose variation of main Used for the Grill Kidz Club in
Golden Grizzlies logo association with athletics

All purpose variation of main
Golden Grizzlies logo

MUM
UENUS17
Used in association with the
university's club sports teams

Logos courtesy of Oakland University Communications and Marketing
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a quick dip

Photo courtesy of Ashley Diersch

Participants of last year's annual Detroit Polar Plunge jump into freezing water as part of the fundraising event for
Special Olympics Michigan Inc. This year's event will take place on Feb. 19 at 11:30 a.m. at Milliken State Park.

police blotter
Rochester

NEWSPAPER DELIVERER CRACKS THEFT CASE:
On Jan. 29, Rochester police were dispatched to

the 800 block of Ramblewood Drive on a suspicious
circumstance complaint. A newspaper delivery
person had noticed several footprints in fresh snow
leading up to different vehicles, which were parked in
driveways and in the street.

Officers were able to follow the footprints back to
a specific house in the neighborhood. Upon further
investigation it was learned that two teenagers were
responsible and admitted to entering unlocked cars
and removing items from them that night. Several
stolen items were recovered on scene.

ICE SCULPTURE PROPERTY DAMAGE:
On Jan. 29, Rochester police were dispatched to

the area of 205 S. Main St. on a report of a damaged
ice sculpture and store window. The ice sculpture had
been on display for the Rochester Fire & Ice Festival.

It was learned that an unknown subject had
intentionally pushed the ice sculpture through the

window causing the window to shatter. The damage to

the window was valued at $750.00. The investigation
continues.

Troy

INTOXICATED DRIVING INCIDENT:
On Feb. 5, Troy officers were dispatched to

southbound 1-75 and Crooks Road at 2:10 a.m. when
a motorist reported that a vehicle was weaving across
the three traffic lanes.

Troy officers located the vehicle, observed
the erratic driving and conducted a traffic stop.
Investigation determined that the driver was
intoxicated with a breath test result of 0.20 percent.
The 24-year-old male resident of Madison Heights was
arrested and charged with operating while intoxicated.

ESCALADE ESCAPADE:
On Feb. 7, it was reported that on the 4000 block

of Foxcroft Drive, an unidentified person removed
four wheel covers from a 2007 Cadillac Escalade. The
frame of the driver's side and rear door were dam-
aged as well.

— Compiled by Jen Bucciarelli, Local Editor

Local Briefs

10,000 participants needed for group hug
This Saturday, Detroit, its residents and fans

alike will attempt to break the Guinness World
Record for most hugs at one time — the largest
group hug.

Taking place at the Compuware headquarters at
Campus Martius in downtown Detroit, the record-
breaking attempt will begin at 7 p.m. during the
city's annual Winter Blast Festival.
More than 10,000 people will need to

participate to break the current record, set in
2009 by Transylvania.

Inside Detroit, the driving force behind the
Guinness record attempt, is a nonprofit company
whose mission is to promote Detroit as a preferred
destination to live, work and play.

Visit www.insidedetroit.org for more
information.

'Super Rich: A Guide to Having It All'
This week, Russell Simmons. the author of

"Super Rich: A Guide To Having It All" and known
as one of the richest figures in hip-hop, pioneer-
ing the music label Def Jam, will visit Detroit this
Friday, Feb. 11 for a meet and greet book signing.
Simmons will visit Borders, located at 5601

Mercury Dr., Dearborn.
Also the author of the New York Times best

seller, "Do You!" According to the event website,
Simmons "uses his rare blend of spiritual savvy
and street-smart wisdom to offer a new definition
of wealth" in his newest release.

For more information, call 313-271-4441.

Annual chili cook-off, beer tasting and auction
On Sunday, Feb. 13, stop in the Corner Brewery,

located on 720 Norris St., Ypsilanti, for the second
annual, Ann Arbor Civic Theatre chili cook-off, beer
tasting and silent auction.

Beginning at noon and running until 3 p.m; the
event will include a prize contest for the best chili,
judged by local celebrities including John Fischer
from Gratz!, chef Martin Contreras and local res-
taurant critic Julie Halpert.
The winner will be crowned the Civic Supreme

Chili Master, according to AnnArbor.com.Tickets
will be $20 and will include 10 chili tastings, five
beer samplings, a silent auction and a take-home
tasting glass.

Visit www.a2ct.org for more information.

—.Compiled by Jen Bucciarelli, Local Editor
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Violent protests, uprising grip Egypt
By SARAH WOJCIK and
RHIANNON ZIELINSKI
Senior Reporter and Campus Editor

Conflict in Egypt has been festering for
decades, and on Jan. 25, it escalated to vio-
lent protests.

"I'm glad my country is able to demon-
strate a demanding change that was need-
ed for over 30 years," said Amr S., an OU
alumni. "I'm proud of the young generation
that took to the streets, stood their ground
and let their voices be heard by not only the
president, but by the entire world."
The military dictatorship led by Hosni

Mubarak for the last 30 years has oppressed
the Egyptian people to the point that they
are finally fighting back.
"There is torture, 20,000 political prison-

ers, arbitrary detention, killings," said Laura.
Landolt, assistant professor of political sci-
ence.

A large part of the reason that the Egyp-
tian government has been allowed to oper-
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ate in such a way is due "to the fact that the
United States and all previous presidents,
except Bush for one year, supported dicta-
tors in Egypt," Landolt said.
The support stemmed from the cloak

that Mubarak pulled over the country's
eyes, fooling the U.S. into believing that
he's the only thing standing between the
U.S. and the Muslim Brotherhood, accord-
ing to Landolt.

Landolt attributed the revolution to four
things, First, the pro-democratic move-
ment started in 2004, Kifaya, spurred into
motion a series of protests that caught on to
new media outlets and Egyptian blogs.
Second, Ahmed Said, a "middle class kid"

who was uploading evidence of police cor-
ruption, was attacked and murdered in a
public Internet café by Egyptian police.
Third, the Tunisian uprising successfully

overthrew their militant government.
Fourth, the elections last fall resulted in

no seats for the Muslim Brotherhood or op-
position candidates, resulting in Mubarak

"signaling not only (that he is) going to kill
people in public but (he is) also going to
stop pretending that (he is) even trying to
democratize," said Landolt.
The future of the Egyptian government

seems uncertain, with a significant damper
put on reorganization attempts by the dic-
tatorship's disallowing parties from even
organizing.

Senior Justin Clarke, a political science
major, said, "Other than the unrest in Egypt,
I feel that this could be the stepping stone
for other Arab nations to transition to dem-
ocratic states like the possibility of Jordan."

Landolt urges students to follow the situ-
ation in Egypt.

"Hopefully they will support democracy
and hopefully they'll write to their repre-
sentatives and to the Obama administration
and insist that we support democracy," she
said.

Students can attend a panel on this topic
Thursday, Feb. 10 from noon to I p.R. in
The Fireside Lounge.
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Timeline of Revolution

Jan. 25: Egyptian protesters
proclaim a "day of rage" and take
to the streets.

Jan. 27-28: Facebook, Twitter,
Blackberry, Internet and texting
services are disrupted.

Feb. 1: Mubarak announces that
he will not run for re-election.

Feb. 5: The United Nations
estimates that 300 people have
been killed since protests began.

Feb. 6: Opposition groups hold
talks with the government and
demand Mubarak's removal.

Feb. 8: Vice President Suleiman
says there is a timetable for
peaceful transfer of power.

Scholarships Available for Fall 2011 - Winter 2012

The Oakland University Alumni Association will be accepting scholarship
applications for the 2011-12 academic year.

Up to $5000 per year!

A complete list of scholarships, as well as eligibility criteria, is available online at www.oualumni.com under
Awards & Scholarships. Sample of scholarships offered includes:

• $5000 - Frances C. Amos School of Business Administration award

• $3000 - Thomas A. Yatooma School of Engineering and Computer Science Alumni Memorial award

• $3000 - Legacy Scholarship award

• $2000 - Working Student Scholarship award

• $2000 - CAS, SBA, SEHS, SECS, SHS, SON, Honors College awards

Over 35 scholarships were awarded last year!!

Contact Gail Meyers at (248) 364-6132 or meyers@oakland.edu for more information. Completed applications for all OUAA
scholarships must be submitted by March 1, 2011 to the OU Alumni Association, 202 John Dodge House (east side of campus).
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Tom Cruz (center) serves as the multi-cultural affairs director for OU Student Congress, which holds meetings

every Monday at 4 p.m. in the Oakland Room upstairs in the Oakland Center.

Taking on everything
Student 'Cruzes' through multiple student organizations
By ALI ARMSTRONG
Staff Reporter

Tom Cruz goes to Oakland University.
No, not the Hollywood actor married to Katie Nmes or

"Top Gun" star. This one's a student.
With a resume including titles ranging from the multi-

cultural affairs director for OU Student Congress; educator
for Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity; district secretary trea-
surer for the Michigan District of Circle K International;
a group facilitator for leadership challenge; a member of
Pi Sigma Alpha, OU's political science honor society; and
a member of Phi Alpha Theta, OU's history honor society,

Cruz has been actively involved with school activities and
organizations since he was in high school.

By the time Cruz graduated high school, he was working
three different jobs, taking two college courses, involved in
eight extra-curricular activities and graduated in the top 10
of his class, with honors.
"When I came to OU I kind of had some of that build

up and I hit the ground running," he said. "I immediately
got involved with student government. I first came to OU
with a lot of aspirations of what I was going to do. I wasn't
sure where I was going, but I knew I had a lot of energy to
do it."

His freshman year at OU, an organization called Mus-
tang recruited Cruz to start a new fraternity, but the orga-
nization fell apart that winter. His sophomore year, Cruz
decided he wanted to organize his own fraternity.

"It was something that I was really passionate about and
something I thought would be passionate for other people,"
Cruz said.
Cruz started Tau Kappa Epsilon in Fall 2008. It was the

first fraternity that didn't have a discrimination clause,
allowing students in regardless of race, orientation and
religion. Tau Kappa Epsilon is now the largest fraternity
at OU.
That same semester, Cruz also started the Circle K

International chapter at OU. Circle K is an international

community service organization that has middle school,

high school and college levels.

"OU used to have an active Circle K, but it got dismissed

a while ago so I was able to bring it back. It just focuses on
helping children all around the world," Cruz said.

In addition to his involvement with student organiza-
tions on campus, Cruz also carries a full academic schedule.
He is a double major in political science and history with
a triple minor in economics, international relations and
communications.
Cruz originally came to OU with hopes of pursuing

business and politics and while he was working his way
through the prerequisites for his business major, he'real-
ized that business just wasn't for him.

"I started looking at some of the higher level business
classes I had to take and I realized I wasn't really passionate
about these things," Cruz said. "I withdrew from them and
decided to pick up history. History is a passion of mine. I
love learning about history and things like that, so I just
added that on as another major."

In addition to his two majors, he said that he decided
to minor in international studies after realizing his credits

from history and political science could double count.

Economics is a passion he discovered when pursuing his

business and communications degrees, seeing it as some-

thing that could be integrated into his other studies.

While Cruz has been studying at OU, he has also been

working simultaneously toward his associate of arts degree

from Macomb Community College. He is currently in his

fifth year at community college.
"I've been taking my gen-eds still to this day," he said.

"I'm taking them at Macomb and having them transfer ... I

only need to take about six extra credits at the institution

to get a bachelors of arts from there."
Next year, Cruz plan to run for student body president

With Brett McIssaac as vice president, getting the Lumber-

jack club up and graduating with his degrees.

"I first met Tom as an enthusiastic freshman who wanted

to start a new fraternity," said Mary Beth Snyder, vice

president for student affairs. "He's now a senior and still an

extremely enthusiastic advocate for Oakland students in so

many ways.'
Though Cruz is not the famous couch-jumping actor,

he is trying to make an impact at OU through his involve-
ment in the different organizations.
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Hye Seung Chung
Assistant Professor,
English and Cinema Studies

In the world of cinema, "the possibilities
are infinite," according to Hye Seung Chung,

Assistant Professor of English and Cinema

Studies
Chung received her bachelor's degree in

English at Ewha Woman's University in Seoul,

South Korea, her master's in cinema studies
at the City University of New
York and her Ph .D. in film and
television at the University. of
California, Los Angeles
Before joining Oakland

University in the Fall 2010,
Chung worked as a postdoctoral

fellow of Korean Studies at the University of

Michigan, then as a visiting assistant professor
of comparative literature at Hamilton College,

and then as an assistant professor of American

studies at the University of Hawaii at Manoa
Chung landed her job at OU after

interviewing for the position of a world cinema
specialist in the cinema studies program.
"Although I enjoyed teaching films from

interdisciplinary perspectives, my ultimate goal
has always been to find a home in a cinema
studies program, an environment where I can
realize my full potential as a film and media
scholar," Chung said
Chung published her first book, "Hollywood

Asian: Philip Ahn and the Politics of Cross-Ethnic
Performance," through Temple University Press
in 2006 Her second book, dealing with the
films of contemporary Korean film director Kim
Ki-duk, will be published this year or early next
year by the University of Illinois Press

"I liked her interesting choices in films," said
Paul Delasko, a senior majoring in integrative
studies "Her nationality brought an interesting
perspective of each film's portrayal/depictions
of foreigners and minority groups."
Chung's philosophy is that peer learning is as

important as her own instruction
"I am deeply committed to developing a

curriculum that will facilitate an awareness
of diversity and multiculturalism among OU
students," Chung said.

This semester, Chung is teaching two courses
on campus: Masterpieces of world cinema,
which is ENG 260 and the Cold War in American
film and television, which is CIN 450

— Mayuri Munot, Staff Intern

77,t(tg
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'Brother Mine' highlights unique relationships
By RYAN HEGEDUS
Senior Reporter

Reading other peoples' mail can land you
in serious trouble with the government.

Or, in the case of Dr. Kathleen Pfeiffer, it
can land you a book deal.

Pfeiffer, an associate professor of English
at Oakland University, is the author of
"Brother Mine: The Correspondence of
Jean Toomer and Waldo Frank, a back-and-
forth account of over 120 letters between
the two in the 1920s."
Toomer, a young black author, began

writing to Frank, an established white
writer in New York, and the book details
the unique friendship between the two.
"Dr. Pfeiffer's work provides an impor-

tant tool for understanding the dynamics
of the relationship between Jean Toomer
and Waldo Frank," said associate history
professor and chair of the history depart-
ment, Karen Miller. "Both Toomer and
Frank were participants in the conflict over
the construction of racial identity. Their
correspondence helps us to understand
how the debates over race worked them-
selves into friendships."

In the summer of 1993, Pfeiffer was decid-
ing on the topic of her dissertation at Yale
University, and ended up at the univer-

sity's Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript
Library, one of the country's best resources
for African-American literature. The
opportunity gave her the chance to do
research in the primary archives.

It was at Beinecke that she decided on
the topic of race passing.

Race passing was a "hot topic" in Ameri-
can literature at the turn of the century,
Pfeiffer explained, where people who were
legally defined as black because of previous
generations, were actually light enough to
pass for a white person.
"These people would take on a new

identity and pass for white," Pfeiffer said.
"They would have this better opportunity
as a white person than they would have as
a black person, but then there would be all
of this guilt and sense of loss because they'd
have to leave their families. That's really
what my dissertation was about — about
stories of characters who 'pass.'"

After reading letters by Toomer and
Frank, Pfeiffer got an impression of a
budding friendship between the two. She
began reading literary and critical accounts
of the interaction, but got a different under-
standing of the authors than others.

"I didn't think that (their understandings)
really reflected what I saw in the letters,"
she said. "These differences led to the
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beginning of the project."
A self-described "very, very nosy

person," it is exactly that trait that helped
Pfeiffer collect, organize and transcribe the
letters between Toomer and Frank.

In the five to six years that the project
took to complete, Pfeiffer experienced
several challenges that even required the
assistance of one of her graduate classes.
Only about 15 to 20 percent of the letters

were dated, requiring several readings to
correctly organize them.

"I had to figure out, by reading the let-
ters, which came before this one or this
came before that one. It was hard because
at times, I really wasn't sure which letter
came first," Pfeiffer said.
She spent almost an entire year exclu-

sively working on figuring out the order of
the letters and putting them into chrono-
logical order.

Another major part of the process was
writing footnotes for instances in which
Pfeiffer felt more explanation was needed,
such as names of friends or events attended
by Toomer or Frank.

Transcribing the original letters into
word documents was arguably the most
time-consuming activity, however, and it
was at this step that Pfeiffer involved her
graduate-level class.

"In order for this to be an accurate
transcription, you have to go through and
make sure, letter-for-letter and word-for-
word is correct," Pfeiffer said. "Even with
that, there were a lot of editorial decisions
to make."

Despite the duration of time needed to
finish the book, Pfeiffer was pleased with
the final product and believes there are
many things that readers can take away
from it.

"I wanted to make it the sort of book
that anyone could pick up and find in-
teresting ... it has an interesting story to
tell about interracial friendships and the
challenges that came with those friend-
ships in the 1920s," Pfeiffer said. "These two
struggling artists found something in each
other that was very meaningful to the both
of them and they really understood each
other as writers as well. The fact that the
friendship deteriorated the way that it did I
think is pretty sad."

After working on Brother Mine for over
half a decade, Pfeiffer realized one major
thing about herself and her writing upon
completion of the book: She was ready to
move on from Toomer and Frank.

"I've had enough time working on both
of these two authors and I'm ready to move
on to something different," Pfeiffer said.

Thinking of a Career in Health Care?
Consider the Grand Valley State University
Weekend Hybrid Master's in Occupational Therapy

• Well-prepared graduates have better than 97% pass rate for first-time takers on
the Occupational Therapy Certification Exam; 100% of our graduates who want
to work in the field of OT are employed.

• Classes one weekend a month means keeping a full-time job and still earning
a degree in three years.

• Outstanding academic reputation has earned students preferred status at top
clinical sites across the country.

• Convenient location in the heart of Grand Rapids' Health Hill.

• In-state tuition rate for all

Apply By May 15 to Begin Fall 2011
For more information, go to gvsu.edu/otweekend

or email beasleyj@gvsu.edu

Accredited through the American Occupational Therapy Association

www.gvsu.edu/ot
GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

OZOIT JIMMY 101103 17604.11%. I1C ALL P.M FLSEPRD
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WEEKLY CROSSWORD
To sponsor our weekly crossword, contact us at ads@oaklandpostonline.com
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Oakland University
Eye Research Program

Summer Undergraduate

Program in Eye Research

May 9 - July 29, 2011
Ideal S.U.P.E.R. candidates will be
Oakland University sophomores or
juniors who are pursuing careers in
biomedical research or teaching. Up

to six students will be assigned to one
of five research laboratories, work-
ing directly with ERI faculty. This

training program includes: lab safety,
research design, Vision Science

seminar series, a $3,500 scholarship,
independent research, and training

in audio-visual presentation. ERI

scientists explore the biochemical,

physiological and molecular aspects

of eye function development, and

diseases including: cataract, retinal

degenerations, and glaucoma.

yrlication p.h.kage, tii.tt Inc obtained online at

http://www.oakland.edu/eri

ttif applIcatioth MARCH 4, 2011

ACROSS

1. Not this

5. Donations

9. Country

14. Part portrayed

15. Violent disturbance

16. Bowel cleansing

17. Auth. unknown

18. Novice

19. Expect

20. Bruise

22. Jewish unit of weight

23. Lock of hair

24. Handrail post

26. Poetic time of day

29. Fix firmly

33. Leech

38. Fall guy

39. October birthstone

40. Specter

42. Donkey

43. Duration

45. Pierced with a spit

47. Blackmail

48. Summer refresher

49. A synthetic silk-like fabric

52. Armada

Answers are available online at

www.oaklandpostonline.com

57. Storage area

60. Acceptable to the taste

63. Kiosk

64. Wickedness

65. Wander

66. Wood-turning tool

67. Scarce

68. Secluded valley

69. Swelling under the skin

70. Wings

71. Cobs of corn

.DOWN
1. Plot of land

2. Respect

3. Without company

4. Canvas dwellings

5. Products of human creativity

6. Fifty-three in Roman numerals

7. Fool

8. Rock

9. Any chemical used in reactions

10. Uninvited

11. Backside

12. Dogfish

13. Strip of wood

21. Purposes

25. Squandered

27. Four score

28. Greatest possible

30. 60 minutes

31. Look at flirtatiously

32. Marsh plant

33. A native of Poland

34. Culminating point

35. Rave

36. Formula

37. Goddess of the dawn

(Greek mythology)

41. Music with jazz-like riffs

44. Windpipe

46. Weave

50. Classical music theatre

51. Pertaining to ships at sea

53. Big

54. Hemorrhagic fever

55. Young eel

56. Adolescents

57. Competent

58. Frog

59. Carry

61. Former Italian currency

62. Sheltered, nautically

CLASSIFIEDS
61 OAKLAND CENTER

www.oaklandpostonline.com

Call or e-mail us and place your ad today!
DEADLINE Friday at 5 p.m.prior to publication date

Advertise Anything!
Need something?
Want something?

Want to provide something?

-Books
-Cars
-Garage Sales
-Rent

-Babysitting
-Help Wanted
-Carpools
-Misc., etc.

Need to include a picture?
Does your ad require
additional formatting?

No problem!

'all advertising submitted for publication in The Oakland

Post is subject to acceptance by the newspaper, and The

Oakland Post reserves the right to reject copy at its sole
discretion at any time prior to publication

STUDENT DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE

Want to run online and print?
We offer other discounts!

EMPLOYMENT

Clean-cut reliable student
with good driving record for
summer outdoor work in
the Macomb County area.
5-6 days a week, $300.00-
$600.00 per week. Please
call 586-783-1577 ask for
Andrew or Ryan, or e-mail

spidercontrolinc
@wowway.com.

Classifieds is now ONLINE!

For the same low rate as

print, you can advertise

online for as low as $7/
wk. Check out our online
classifieds section at

www.oaklandpostonline.com

ads@oaklandpostonline.com
248.370.4269

CLASSIC LANES
M59 & CROOKS RD

248-852-9100
myclassiclanes.com

RETRO TUESDAY'S
$1 Games/400 Wings

9PM - Midnight

QUARTERMANIA WEDNESDAY'S
$1 Drafts/500 Hot Dogs
250 Soda & Popcorn

Unlimited Bowling 9 PM - Midnight
ONLY $5

THIRSTY THURSDAY'S
$1 Drafts, $1 Long Islands

Unlimited Bowling 9PM - 1AM
ONLY $6
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When main character Ella becomes over-involved with her clients' lives, police officers begin to suspect the business. The show will run for four nights.

Humor in misconnection
MTD's most recent show, 'Bells Are Ringing,' has something for all to enjoy
By RHIAN NON ZIELINSKI
Campus Editor

"Bells Are Ringing," the latest musical
to emerge from the Music, Theatre and

Dance program, is a comedy and love story
presented in one family-friendly package.

The story takes place in the 1950s at

Sue's Answer Phone. The main character,

Ella, works for her cousin Sue, answering

phones and taking messages for subscrib-
ers that aren't available — a precursor to

modern-day voicemail.
When Ella becomes over-involved in

her clients' lives, forging friendships and

close ties, the police begin to think that

Sue's Answer Phone is a front for illegal

activity. The case of mistaken identity
um-avels in the form of song and dance.

"It's a story everyone could like," director

Karen Sheridan, a professor of theater, said.

"There's a lot of funny things that happen

and there's also romance at the heart of it."

Allison Kochanski, a senior musical

theater major, plays the part of Ella, a char-

acter whose quirky personality she said she

can relate to.
"She can be kind of awkward in certain

situations, but she's very strong in other

situations," Kochanski said. "She's very car-

ing toward the people that she loves. She

wants to be a part of their lives."

Ella eventually falls in love with one of

her clients, a man she has only heard on the
phone and never met in person.

"It's kind of an interesting concept,
especially in today's world," Kochanski
said. "Everything is very visual, and about
who's hot, and that's how you fall in love
with someone. In this case, she hears him
and she wants to help him so much and she
just loves the person that he is, so she falls
in love with him. The musical escalates off
of that."

Because "Bells Are Ringing" is a musical,
it often utilizes the ensemble, a group of ac-
tors cast as different characters that change
throughout the story. Natalie Sparbeck, a
sophomore musical theater major, is part of
the ensemble.
"We portray about six different char-

acters each," Sparbeck said. "We go in
different scenes as different people, so it's a
really great opportunity for us to dive into
various roles all in one performance, which
you rarely get to do. They're all cute, fun
`50s roles."

David Vogel, a sophomore musical the-
ater major, plays Carl, a teenage delivery
boy that hangs out at Sue's Answer Phone.
Carl teaches Ella how to ChaCha, one of
Vogel's favorite aspects of his character.

"I've never done Latin dancing before, so
learning the basic aspects of Latin move-
ments was probably the hardest thing
for me, but not in a bad way," Vogel said.

"It was fun to be able to use my skills as a
dancer."

Both a major advantage and obstacle
that the cast and crew faced was leaving
Varner Studio Theatre.

Because of how large scale the perfor-
mance is, the musical will take place at
Eisenhower High School's Performing Arts
Center.
"We wanted our students to have an

opportunity for students to work with a
conductor in front of them in an orchestra
pit," Sheridan said. "We wanted to have
big sceneries that they can push on and
offstage, so it's really an opportunity for
students to work in what would be a big
theater situation."
The new environment has meant major

adjustments for the students and faculty as
they adapt to the changes.

"It's a big show to begin with, and not
having it in a comfortable place for us was
really hard," stage manager Kate Smith,
a senior theater design and technology
major, said.

Usually a show will run for 12 perfor-
mances in the Varner Studio Theatre,
which seats 130 people. The Eisenhower
auditorium seats 690, and as a result, only
four shows will be performed.

Kochanski emphasized that "Bells Are
Ringing" is a family-friendly comedy that
has something for everyone to enjoy.

"There's jokes that adults will get and
there's funny things that all kids will like a
lot," she said. "It's good for all ages.

Vogel urges students and faculty to at-
tend the show as a way to get away from
everyday life.

"It's escapism," he said. "When the
economy is bad and there is political un-
rest, things like that, it's good old-fashioned
fun."

Sheridan is impressed by everyone
involved and said that she could have cast
it several times over for all the talent in the
room.
"We've got a really terrific program,"

Sheridan said. "The talent is really
extraordinary and we've got some really
great people in the entire company. People
should come and see it. They're going to
laugh and have a good time."

"Bells Are Ringing" will be performed
on Friday, Feb. 11 at 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. and
Saturday, Feb 12 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the
Eisenhower High School Performing Arts
Center. Tickets are $9 for students and $17
for general admission.

Tickets can be purchased at the Varner
Box Office, at Eisenhower High School one
hour before the show starts or by calling
248-370-3013.

Saturday night's performance will be
shadow-signed by interpreters from Terp
Theatre.
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Detroit defined through art
By KEVIN RONIANCHIK
Staff Reporter

With growing national atten-
tion to the Chrysler advertise-
ment featuring Eminem, another
local artist has been striving to
bring a different perspective to
the city of Detroit.
Tony Roko, a former Ford

assembly line worker, is sharing
experiences that may be consid-
ered unconventional and making
them a part of his art.

"(Art) really allowed me to see
traditional materials differently,"
Roko said. "Having those materi-
als readily available evolved my
arts."
Roko is known for gritty pieces

with vibrant colors.
While some artists start with

paints and drawings at young
age, Roko's interest in art began
through writing.
"As a kid I started writing very

early," Roko said. "I took to the
pencil and saw things a little bit
differently."

"Its been the most success-
ful moment in my art career."

— Tony Roko, about his recent local exhibit

After working the line for a
number of years, Ford began
to take notice of what he was
creating and asked him to make a
piece for them. The piece, called
"Plant Life," would represent the
comeback of the company.
"We used the materials from

the demolition of the former
Michigan truck plant like boards,
scrap metal, refurbished paints to
create 'Plant life,'" Roko said. "All
the materials are very symbolic of
that shift in thinking."
One of the subjects in his

pieces is a woman he has named
Lily, who Roko believes can be
considered an icon in the plants of
the present.

"Lily better represents the
diverse work force you see in

the factory," he said. "In the past
it always was Rosie the Riveter
as labor role models or heroes; I
think this more accurately depicts
the workforce."
Among the several people to

take notice to his work, volunteer
groups like "Art Around Town"
asked Roko to help promote art
to the youth of Metro Detroit.

"I was approached by them
a few years back, and it was a
real natural thing," said Roko. "I
volunteered at schools and taught
kids about repurposed materials
and (how) to approach art from
a different perspective. It was a
really good fit."
Roko believes that in the strug-

gling urban area of Detroit, art
can be an outlet for the children

and people of the city.
"I think it's a voice and a lot of

children and people in general are
visual learners," he said. "They
need to be able to have other out-
lets to express themselves because
words are redundant; I think that
people are pretty desensitized to
words and feel that images in that
form of expression can speak far
louder than words."
From Jan. 15 until Feb. 10,

Roko presented his some of his
work to the public in an exhibi-
tion at 323 East in Royal Oak
titled "Elegantly Waste."

Reception to the exhibit has
been very positive. His pieces sell
for around $200.

"I think it has been one of the
biggest turnouts in their history,"
he said. "Quite a few pieces sold.
(It was an) amazing and diverse
turnout, from infant babies to
people in their 70s, and of all dif-
ferent backgrounds. It's been the
most successful moment in my art
career."
Roko believes the allure of his

art is that is a true representation
of the area.

"I think the art is really reflec-
tive of the region," said Roko.
"I think that if you go to other
areas around the world, Detroit
is known for Ford; Motown and
murder. I represent all of the cul-
tures. It is representative of the
region and the gritty surround-
ings."

While Roko's success has taken
a huge leap and has local recogni-
tion, he believes that the recog-
nition of Detroit itself is what
is really important and is under
appreciated.
"When you drive through

Detroit and see the architecture
and it was creative minds that
created the automotive industry
and industrial revolution, and I
think it was: Those were people
who don't get much credit in the
art world," Roko said.

For more information about
Tony Roko and to view his port-
folio of art pieces, visit
www.tonyroko.com

Orchestra finishes third concert, prepares for final
By KAITLYN CHORNOBY
Scene Editor

Although it has only been part of Oak-
land University for just over a year, the OU
Chamber Orchestra has found success for
its members on the Varner stage.

Tuesday's concert marked the third con-
cert the Chamber Orchestra has performed
since its initiation in January 2010.

Alan MacNair, the conductor and found-
ing director of the Chamber Orchestra, was
approached by the University to start the
program. MacNair said he thought that the
time was right for a string culture to grow
at OU.
"While the University has a very strong

band, vocal, and dance program, the string
program was very small, and didn't have a
focus at the school," MacNair said. "Hope-
fully, this group will serve that function,

and prove to be a catalyst for the string
program in general."
The orchestra, which is an all student

group of both major and non-major musi-
cians, has been working on pieces for the
concert since after the Christmas holiday.
The concert featured music by J.S. Bach,

Jean Sibelius, David Gillingham and Nicolo

Paganini.

The orchestra consists of 12 regular
members, and MacNair said new perform-
ers are added each concert.

Yesterday's concert welcomed three
trumpets, two oboes, a tympani and harpsi-
chord to the string orchestra.

In contrast to the new performers, the
orchestra is relying on a familiar face to
lead the show.

Brittney Brewster, a senior majoring in
instrumental music education with a focus
in strings, will be serving as concertmaster
for her third show.

Brewster said she enjoys being part of
the orchestra to deviate from participation
in the Oakland Symphony Orchestra and
small chamber ensembles.

"It is a nice change-up from sitting next
to a semi-professional to,a student," Brew-
ster said.

Brewster believes being concertmaster
will provide confidence to step up in front
of an orchestra she will be teaching after
graduation. This is her last full semester
before student teaching in fall.

"It builds character, gets me thinking on
my feet when someone asks me a question
during rehearsal, and what is happening for
the next week if someone missed orches-
tra," Brewster said.

KAITLYN CHORNOBY/The Oakland Post

The Chamber Orchestra performed their third concert on Feb. 8.

Brewster said that each concert she
has participated in has included diverse
music from the Baroque period to newer
compositions. Excited about Tuesday's
selections, she said it is fun to add winds to
the ensemble to "make the chamber piece
come to life."

Brewster said she liked being concert-
master not only to prepare her for the
future, but it has also allowed her to be

leader of the group.
"This gives me a chance to go back to

past experiences and relate to my students.
They need to know that I did and will con-
tinue to perform with orchestras outside of
the school," Brewster said.
The Chamber Orchestra's next concert

and final performance of the season will be
in Varner Hall on March 30. The concert
will begin at 7 p.m.
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records & reels

THE EAGLE 11114 min. // PG-13
Twenty years after the disappearance of the entire
Ninth Legion in Scotland, Marcus Aquila returns from
Rome. Aquila ventures to not only solve the mystery

of the disappearance, but to reclaim the reputation
for his father, who was the commander of that legion.
With his British slave Esca by his side, he sets out on a
journey for closure and answers.

JUST GO WITH IT //110 min. // PG-13

Danny (Adam Sandler) plays a plastic surgeon who has a

secret: He uses a wedding ring to pick up women. When

he starts falling for a girl, she questions the ring. Caught

up in lies, Danny enlists his assistant Katherine (Jennifer

Aniston) to cover up the stories.

411

CEDAR RAPIDS // 86 min. // R

Insurance agent Tim Lippe (Ed Helms) has never been

outside of his small hometown, so when his company

sends him out to Cedar Rapids, Iowa to an annual

insurance convention, three party veterans take Tim on

a ride that turns out to be a wild vacation.

GNOMEO AND JULIET // 84 min. // G

In this recreation of Shakespeare's famous piece,

garden gnomes Gnomeo (James McAvoy) and Juliet

(Emily Blunt) try to overcome the rivalry between the

Blue and Red families. The couple, caught up in adven-

tures with pink flamingos and lawnmower races, try to

find a happy ending to their star-crossed love. The film

features original music by Elton John.

HAWK NELSON //

"Crazy Love/The Light Sides"

iv
: ith their fifth studio release, the boys of Hawk

:Nelson really stepped up their game. "Crazy

' ove" is a CD of all new material that showcases

' heir sound of the past while taking their talent

, o a new level. There's also a second disc of the

band performing 10 hits acoustically.

JESSICA LEA MAYFIELD // "Tell Me"

While this alternative rock singer/songwriter may

be best known for her duet with The Black Keys'

"Things Ain't Like They Used to Be" on "Attack &

Release," she strives to continue her success and

show that she can carry herself. Mayfield brings her

own unique sound of raw emotion and heartbreak

in the 11 track album, which was engineered and

produced in Akron, Ohio.

— Compiled by Kevin Romanchik, Staff Reporter

Oakland University

Study Abroad

9 Information Meeting
For Students Planning to Study Abroad in Summer or

Fall 2011 and Winter 2012

Sunday, February 13, 2011
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

201 Dodge Hall of Engineering

Please try to attend this important meeting
PARENTS WELCOME!

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate  to contact Brian Connery,
Ph.D. Director of International Education: connery@oakland.edu

or
Shirley Campbell, Assistant for International Education: campbel4@oak1and.edu

DEALS THAT COME
lores are onoisitin
Sunday - Friday, 9 p.m. - Close

$1 Off All Tall Drafts
$2 Select Shots

$3 Premium Drink Specials
$3 Select Appetizers:

*Chili Con Queso Dip

*Chips & Salsa

* Regular Onion Rings

* Roasted Garlic Mushrooms

*Mozzarella Sticks

* Mini Corn Dogs

1234 Walton Rd.

ROCHESTER
248.651.3999

facebook.com/bwwrochester

770 N. Lapeer Rd.

LAKE ORION
248.814.8600

BUFFALO WILD WINGS
GRILL 8, BAR

3 facebook.com/bwwlokeorion YOU HAVE TO BE HERE ffak, Wings-promotes responsible dnnlong

RIB

•
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Chinese New Year inspires conquest
By ANDREW CRAIG
Staff Reporter / cultural super-enthusiast

The year 2011 is officially settled in. By now,
you've probably disregarded all of your New
Year's resolutions for the year and realized
your life is composed of the same monotonous
crap and you've made no real advances in life.
Sucks to be you.
With that in mind, I implore you to trash

the old-school ways of the Gregorian adher-
ents and follow your lunar tides; embrace your
inner Chinese place setting.
The Chinese calendar kicked off another

year on Feb. 3, so it's not too late to make
more meaningless resolutions if you so
choose. However, there are many outstanding
reasons why the Chinese calendar trumps the
traditional calendar in every way.

First and foremost, each year of the Chinese

calendar has a mascot. We've just entered the
year of the rabbit, which is followed by awe-
some beasts capable of tearing your flesh, like
dragons and tigers. If you're keeping score,

that's China 1, Pope Gregory XIII 0. Obviously,
mascots make everything better. That's just
common knowledge.

In addition, a Chinese New Year celebration

lasts for 15 days. That's longer than Kwan-
zaa, Hanukkah or an average Diddy/Daddy/
Puffy party. Fifteen New Year's celebrations

are better than one — simple math, folks. P.
Gregory XIII evidently didn't party much.
To celebrate, I plan to brush up on my Asian

history and re-enact some of my favorite mo-
ments from the timeline.
And why not? I have 15 days to fill with

personal reflection on the year behind me.
But introspection sucks, so maybe I'll stick
with the original plan to recreate the Mongol
conquest through Asia instead.

I will assume the role of Genghis "Mack
Daddy" Khan and begin my journey. Since the
nomadic tribes in the area haven't responded
to my texts or e-mails, I'm going ahead with-
out them. Across from school awaits BD's
Mongolian Barbecue, and that will suffice as a
substitute.

Adorned from head to toe in my authentic
Mongolian garb, I will enlist the assistance
of my Mongol brethren, eradicating insolent
members of the local BD's tribe if necessary.
However, I don't expect much resistance.
Upon arrival, a feast of epic proportions will

be held in my honor. Bloodshed and barbecue,
my friends. After a Big Brownie for dessert,
my savagery must continue.
My huge boots, sheepskin hat and angry

Mongol company will then travel by foot,
oxen and Bear Bus to the nearby Pei Wei, leav-
ing utter devastation along the way.

Since Pei Wei offers five cultures of dining

experience, my clan can eliminate Korea,
China, Thailand, Japan and Vietnam in a single
visit.
The real Genghis Khan would undoubtedly

cower before me. I just summoned the Mon-
gols and conquered five neighboring countries
in a mere hour. Psh.

After pillaging five nations, capturing
women and children, and stealing precious
metals and fortune cookies when the employ-
ees aren't looking, I've become the most feared
pseudo-Mongol warlord in the history of the
Auburn Hills area.
With the size of my terrifying army now

exceeding 12 people, India will be child's play.
Rangoli Indian Cuisine on Walton Bou-

levard is overpowered within minutes. Six
nations and three meals are enough for one
day, though. Mobility is starting to become an
issue, and I'm rather sleepy.

Besides, I have another week left of celebra-
tion to resume my healthy infatuation with
ancient Chinese history. They invented
fireworks, you know.
So with these very practical, intelligent

arguments in mind, I trust you to make the
right decision and switch to the Chinese cal-
endar. And besides, you weren't really going
to quit smoking, hit the gym or start buying
American-made products only. Let's face it,
everything is made in China.

Surviving the impending Valentine's Day
By BRIAN FIGURSKI
Guest Columnist / romantic survivalist

Valentine's Day. The day looms over us.
Some people welcome its approach with sheer
joy, while others cower in fear of the most
love-struck day of the year.

For the majority of my life I have been part
of the latter group, my days of Valentine spent
clothed in a cold running shower with the
lights off, listening to The Cure while crying
incessantly. This year, I have vowed to leave
the past behind and enjoy this romantic day.

Valentine's Day — the Holy Grail of Hall-
mark holidays. Love-flustered fists flying to
stocked shelves gripping every card, choco-
late box, and stuffed bear to impress a certain
sweetheart.
Dear readers, it is my personal mission

this year to prevent you from being a lonely
sucker on Valentine's Day as I have often been,
while at the same time not walloping your
wallet to show your honeybear you care. It's
the Valentines Day survival guide!

This may come off a lot like The Zombie

Survival Guide, but aren't love and fighting

off hoards of the undead strikingly similar?

Success at either can be glorious, while failure

is sure to eat away at your brain, and eventu-
ally kill you.
The first step to getting your girlfriend/

wife/dog to love you is to get her a gift that

shows her you care.
So do not buy her any chocolates, flowers,

cupid-emblazened sweatpants, girdles or the

like. It's a rookie mistake. She will know you

walked into a CVS 20 minutes ago and bought

the first thing you saw that cost less than five

dollars, pocket lint and a button combined.

More advice: A nice glass of wine or Jack

Daniels should help to set the mood and have

her wanting you. Be aware that the effects of

the alcohol may also drive her toward inap-

propriate feelings for your neighbor or room-

mate though, so avoid every other human

being during a state of impaired vision.
The truest way to her heart is to do

something special for her, not shower her in
cnunmy gifts. I suggest here the most effec-
tive thing is to find someone from her past
that hurt her, and pummel them senselessly.

Perhaps on a separate evening she burst into
tears about her ex-boyfriend who ignored her
needs and instead played his XBox.

It is much more romantic to say, "Look, hon-
ey, I Facebook-stalked so-and-so you used to
date three years ago and caught him walking
to his car after work and beat him up with a
tire iron!" Bring proof in the form of Polaroids,
ragged T-shirt or blood sample. Ah, true love.

If these avenues fail to lead to love, time
is wearing thin to woo the woman of your
dreams (or the first girl you happened to see
on campus that day). Whatever the situation
is, you are in peril and must pull out quickly.
You must pin the blame on her. Use your

common knowledge and wit to turn any
argument she has about not having gifts or her
repressed ex-boyfriend memories and turn it
against her in any way possible.

If she says, "You didn't even send me any
flowers, or "So-and-so is going to think that I
made you do that to him," your reply should
always be, "this kind of thing does not seem
like it is my problem."
So good luck to you all on your Valentine's

excursions. If all else fails, you can come join
me in the showers of the men's locker room.
Bring extra cookie dough and a copy of "Boys
Don't Cry;" mine suffered irreversible water
damage last year.
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Super Bowl XLV
halftime acts
that would have
been better
than the Black
Eyed Peas

10. A Black Eyed Peas
cover band
9. Stadium karaoke —

fans sing "Don't Stop
Believing," "Tiny Dancer"

and "Piano Man" in
unison
8. Milli Vanilli and Ashlee
Simpson — when you

need someone to lip
sync, you might as well

call in the experts
7. The original members

of the marching band

that performed at Super

Bowl I
6. An encore presentation

of Christina Aguilera's
interpretation of the
national anthem
5. The cast of Glee or
former American Idols
— FOX really missed
its big chance at some
shameless self-promoting

of its own shows
4.25 minutes of total

silence
3. A Joe Buck and Troy
Aikman duet, with special

guest Terry Bradshaw

(just don't expect him to

share the microphone)

2. The Harlem Boys Choir

singing "Teach Me How to

Dougie" and the best of
Limp Bizkit
1. Literally anything — this

could have easily been a

top 10,000 list

— Written by the staff of
The Oakland Post


