
Senate Minutes 
February 19, 2026 
 
Members present:  Al-Shabrawey, Aloi, Ausloos, Ball, Battles, Blumer-Schuette, 
Boruff-Jones, Carpenter, Carver, Chamra, Chapman, Coleman, Craig, Debnath, 
Dempsky, Dinda, Dunn, Dwyer, Edrisinha, Fails, Gilson, Grace, Guessous, Guest, 
Hansen, Hartmus, Hoag, Hodge, Hosch, Jamieson, Johnson, Kattner, Kauric-Klein, 
Knox, Landis-Piwowar, Landolt, Lasecki, Lewis, Margerum-Leys, Matthew, Merchant, 
Miller, Mitton, Nielsen, Olawoyin, Ostergaard, Pierce, Piscotty, Pratt, Seidel, Shesko, 
Thompson , Tilashalski, VanLoon, Wadsworth, Wasserman,  Wendell, Westergaard, 
Williams, Youngquist 
 
Members absent:  Arena, Barley, McCulloch, Rawashdeh, Rohn 
 
The agenda for this meeting is attached as Appendix A and follows at the end of the 
minutes.  
 
Provost Thompson called the meeting to order at 3:10 P.M. 
 
SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS 
OLD BUSINESS 
Motion approved to change the minimum threshold requirement for degree programs 
from 120 credits to 90 credits 
NEW BUSINESS 
Procedural motion approved to staff senate committees 
Motion approved from SBRC to revise charge and increase membership 
Motion from Grad Council to revise policy reducing minimum number of PhD program 
credits from 80 to 60 
Motion from UCUI to change undergraduate degree requirements  
Motion approved to accept the Creative Writing Specialization in Fiction BA 
Motion approved to accept the Creative Writing Specialization in Screenwriting BA 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS  
 
Provost Thompson provided the opportunity to comment on the information items 
related to the Graduate School Curriculum submissions listed on the agenda, numbered 
2-6l; the Undergraduate Curriculum submissions listed on the agenda, numbered 1-30; 
and the Combined Graduate School and Undergraduate Curriculum submissions of 
which there was one item.  There being no comments, she moved on 
 
PROVOST UPDATES:  Provost Thompson provided the following updates: 
1). She announced the date of the State of Academic Affairs on March 31 11:30-1:00 
and encouraged Senators to attend. 



2). She announced that the midterm grading function is open, and she said they are 
hoping for an overall participation and submission rate of 60%.   
3). She provided an update on the searches, to include the candidates for the AVP 
position who are on campus this week, and she said they have also identified 10 
candidates for VP for Student Affairs and Engagement in the near future.    
4). Enrollment:  Provost Thompson indicated that there are 900 students who were 
enrolled in the Fall semester that did not return to classes in the Winter semester.  She 
expressed concern about this loss and said that the best way to improve the downward 
trend is retention.  She noted that among the 900, there are 400 juniors and seniors 
who did not return, and 300 FTIACs.  She said the goal is to get all students to the finish 
line. 
5).  She announced that OU is serving on the National Survey of Student Engagement 
for which first year and senior students will receive an invitation.  The results will provide 
information directly from students  to improve the curriculum as well as the overall 
student experience.  She said that students who participate will be in the running for a 
gift drawing. 
 
Senator Updates:  Associate Provost Banes-Berceli provided an update on Senate 
replacements for Winter 2026, as follows: 
 

L.J. Lasecki, Vice President, OU Student Congress for Nia Matthews  
Mathew Seidel, Oakland University Student Congress for resignation of Clover 
DeVore 
Sarah Hosch (CAS) for Scott Tiegs Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Annie Gilson (CAS) for Bridget Kies Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Matt Fails (CAS) for Nicole Mathew Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Lori Ostergaard (CAS) for Tom Discenna Winter 2026 Teaching Conflict 
 

CARS name change:   Neil Baumgartner was present to announce the CARS name change 
from Committee for Academic Recovery and Success to Committee for Academic Resilience 
and Success.  
 
Undergraduate Enrollment Report :  Dawn Aubry was present to provide an update on the 
overall undergraduate enrollment situation.  She said that the bottom line is that the enrollment 
needs to grow though higher education is navigating difficult demographic changes.  She 
observed that community colleges have reshaped enrollment landscape because they have 
been widened to include more programs, as well as emphasize the 25-year and older student 
groups, for example.   She noted that OU is the third largest transfer destination among the 
public institutions, although we used to be the first.   She stated that articulation agreements are 
also very critical. She asserted that OU has outperformed our peers, and she said we are one of 
the only universities who have had higher numbers of enrollment this year when compared to 
last year.  She added that we are the sixth largest public university in Michigan.  She said that 
the graduate enrollment also grew in the Fall 2025 semester.  She stressed that retention is the 
key strategy in enrollment, more important than recruitment, and that total enrollment was up 
1.3%.=  15,979 in Fall 2025.  She stated that there is an excellent first generation scaling 
initiative and that OU is expanding elements of the DREAM pilot program with success coaching 
and early alerts, as well as enhancing financial literacy and wraparound support.   She 
emphasized that enrollment is not just up to one office, but rather is a collective effort across the 



university.   She thanked everyone for all they do to aid retention. 
  
 
B.  Approval of the Minutes from December 11, 2025 
 
The minutes from the meeting of December 11, 2025 were approved (51 yes, 0 no). 
 
 
C.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION brought forward by the University Committee on 
Undergraduate Instruction (UCUI) to modify the Undergraduate Degree 
Requirement Policy in the Undergraduate Catalog changing the credit hour 
requirements from “a minimum of 120 credit hours” to “a minimum threshold of 90 
credit hours; in alignment with HLC policy.”  (Kristin Landis-Piwowar) 
 
MOVED to accept the language change to the Undergraduate Degree 
Requirement Policy as presented. 
 

There was a great deal of discussion on this topic. Matthew Seidel started the 
discussion off by saying that the number one obstacle for students to complete 
their education at OU is the cost which can get as high as $30,000 to $40,000. 
 He said students understand that tuition increases are necessary but he stated 
that education at OU is getting very expensive, and college needs to be more 
affordable for everyone.  He noted that OU students who were polled like the 
idea of credit reduction in programs.   Senator Johnson addressed the problem of 
affordability also, noting that he has an uncle who had to leave OU due to 
affordability, and went to a Community College to complete his education.  He 
said the high cost is a problem, and the university should work to save students 
money.   Kelsey Luka had a message on behalf of her mother who explained her 
efforts to get her degree, thus speaking for non-traditional students. She said a 
reduced credit degree could make education more affordable and accessible for 
non-traditional students because it is very challenging for those who return to 
complete education after or while raising a family, so the reduced credit program 
would ease financial burden, allow people to obtain goals more efficiently and 
open the door to many non-traditional students.   Senator Dinda said that he is 
for the decrease but did not believe it would work for his program. He suggested 
that OU should look at the Gen Ed requirement because that is very heavy for 
science students.  Senator Margerum-Leys spoke in favor of the reduced credit 
policy which he said would give greater flexibility to students.  He noted that if the 
program goals can be achieved with fewer credits, then departments should be 
allowed to create such programs which would provide flexibility in the curriculum.  
Dean Randall spoke in favor of this program to reduce course credits and pointed 
out it would not close doors for students going to graduate school. She observed 
that in addition, these lower credit programs are going on all around the world.  
She pointed out that the main thing is what students learned in their programs.  
Senator Johnson added that the Student Congress had passed unanimous 
support for this program.  Senator Kattner said that she is very much in support 



of this policy for her dance program, and added that the dance faculty is in 
support.  Senator Carpenter echoed Dean Randall’s endorsement and stated 
that the reduced credit program concept is not a deterrent for people to get into 
graduate school.  He said that it would be a welcome benefit for some of the 
Medical School students.  Senator Fails said  he appreciates colleagues’ 
thoughts about which programs are well-suited, but he is concerned about a race 
to the bottom for a whole swath of programs if they are reduced to 90 credits.  He 
expressed concern and said it is important not to be naive about the dynamics 
that this could introduce in terms of competition between departments.  He added 
that there could be a potential conflict when a student adds a minor which could 
make their course not available for financial aid support.   Mr. Mitton brought up 
the system in Canada, noting that for 50 years throughout Ontario almost every 
program exists as 3 year or 4 year degrees.   Dean Chamra said it is possible to 
maintain the same rigor with reduce credit programs.   He noted that engineering 
technology would be a great program for reduced credit, with opportunity for 
collaborations with a Community College.  He noted that engineering programs 
have to be accredited so that means it is necessary to maintain the rigor. He 
added that for lower income families it would be a big help to prevent them from 
paying back education bills for many years. Senator  Miller expressed skepticism 
about the program.  She said she is in favor of lowering student cost, but she 
said this is a band-aid to the problem of expensive higher education.  She said it 
would have some impact for some students but does not resolve the problem of 
the cost of higher ed which has very deep roots.  She worries that having this 
reduced credit program as a possibility would delay the solution of the problems 
of higher education.  She acknowledges that some programs may be able to 
accomplish their goals in 90 credits, but she worries that there would be intense 
pressure for departments to reduce their credit requirements. She said we have 
to think carefully about our reputation, and added that she thinks it will decrease 
the number of minors and double majors, and have a significant impact on the 
liberal arts education at OU.   Senator Hodges asked whether the point of higher 
education is to get students jobs, or is there a higher goal.  He said we would be 
giving up a lot,  that reducing programs by30 credits is a lot, and he added that it 
should not be a cost discussion, but rather a thought discussion.  Senator Seidel 
said the students understand the risks, but he said the policy is a realistic effort to 
reduce the costs for students and create more opportunities for more students to 
get a higher education.   Senator Youngquist said he thinks this would turn 
into an unavoidable race to the bottom, and he stated that it would amount to a 
reduced education degree in reality.   He said that students are not going to get 
the same education that 4 year students get. Senator Gilson asked how the 
determination will be made, whether there is a body that will determine how the 
programs would be created.  She said Gen Ed program courses are very 
important because they introduce students to the world they are going to have to 
be working to create after they graduate, so we cannot  make an informed 
decision if we don’t know who is overseeing the programs that would make these 
changes.  Ms. Thor said UCUI is the body that reviews any new degree program 
that would be proposed, and from there a proposal for a reduced credit program 



would go up through the governance.   She clarified that students do qualify for 
financial aid if they go over 90 credits, and she noted that they regularly see 
students in BIS who have more than 120 credits.   Acting Dean Piwowar said 
nobody has to propose a reduced-credit program, so if there is a degree for 
which it makes sense, that is what the faculty have to determine, and in addition, 
these programs would ultimately come to the Senate and to the BOT.  She said 
there would have to be a rigorous rationale in order to get a 90-credit program, 
as for any program.  Mr. Chabi asked why programs are not able to decide how 
many Gen Ed credits their students take. Senator Wasserman said there is a 
faulty logic in a lot of the arguments he had heard.  He noted that mostly the 
discussion has been about reducing costs, but he was not hearing the 
importance of getting a high quality higher education.  He said democracy and 
education matter and it should be about value as well as costs.  He agreed we 
should be thinking about cutting tuition but if the goal is to reduce costs for lower 
income students, instead we would be giving them a reduced quality education.  
He said students should be protesting rising tuition.   Senator Pierce said this 
proposal needs to be rethought because a 120 credit program cannot be taught 
in 90 credits.  Instead we need to put aside thinking about reducing the credits 
of the programs we have, and think instead of creating programs that start at 
zero and get to 90 credits since turning the same 4-year degree into a 3-year 
degree cannot be done.  Senator Seidel emphasized that the students do not 
want to reduce quality. Senator Hosch said we should think about what is our call 
to action as a university, and we need to think about who our students are.  This 
does not mean that we have to take what we have and make them fewer credits, 
but to create programs that work at 90-credits which can only happen by being 
allowed to innovate because the students are telling us that that is what they 
need in our student population.   
Senators then voted on the motion. 
The motion was approved: 30 yes, 28 no. 
 

D.  New Business 
 

2. Procedural Motion to staff Senate Standing Committees:  
 
MOVED that the persons below be appointed to the designated committees for 
the indicated terms (Guessous, Lewis) 
  

Academic Honors Committee 
Elisabeth Deloreme-Axford (CAS) Winter 2026 for David Kidger (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Committee 

 Jonathan Cooper (CAS) Winter 2026 for Bridget Kies (CAS) Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
 Classroom Use and Academic Scheduling Committee 

   Scott Crabill (CAS) Winter 2026 for Jeffrey Heisler (CAS) Winter 2026 Leave 
Disability and Literacy Awareness Committee 
Emily Ruth Benoit (UL) for Mariela Hristova (UL) for Term 2023-2026 
Experiential Learning Committee 
Kareen Tonsing (CAS) Winter 2026 for Jennifer Law-Sullivan (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical 
Faculty Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 



Tian Tian (CAS) Winter 2026 for Angineh Djavadghazaryans (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical 
Senate Budget Review Committee 
Eralda Caushaj Winter 2026 for Henry Aigbedo (SBA) Winter 2026 Sabbatical Leave  
Senate Planning Review Committee 

 Lian Fu (SBA) Winter 2026 for Robert Nehmer (SBA) Winter 2026 Sabbatical Leave 
Erica Ruegg (SEHS) Term 2025-2028  

 Mariela Hristova (UL) Term 2023-2026 
 Holly Franson (SON) Term 2024-2027 Term 

Service Learning Committee 
Kareen Tonsing (CAS) Winter 2026 for Jennifer Law-Sullivan (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical 
Teaching and Learning Committee 
Fay Hansen (CAS) for Winter 2026 for Robert DelGreco (CAS) Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Leave 
Haley Laurila (UL) Term 2025-2028 
University Assessment Committee 
Lindsey Brandt (SHS) Winter 2026 for Kelley Borton (SHS) Winter 2026 Leave 
 

The motion was approved.  (53 yes, 0 no) 
 

0. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the Senate Budget Review Committee (SBRC) to revise 
its charge and increase membership to ensure representation from all academic units 
creating equitable representation and increased membership to allow subcommittees to 
be formed to address the workload of the committee. (Chaturi Edrisinha - presenting 
virtually) 

 
MOVED to accept the membership and charge change to the Senate Budget 
Review Committee as presented. (Wendell, Johnson) 

 
Mr. Wendell made the motion to move to second reading (Wendell, Johnson) 
This motion was approved (43 yes, 5 no). 
The original  motion was then approved (47 yes, 3 no). 

 
 

 
 

0. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the Graduate Council to revise the Graduate School 
Policy reducing the minimum number of Ph.D. program credits from 80 to 60,  and to 
clarify the continuous enrollment registration requirement (Brandy Randall) 
 
MOVED that the Graduate School Policy be updated as presented. (Johnson, Seidel) 

 
Dean Randall presented the motion, stating that the reasoning is to provide greater flexibility for 
faculty. 
 
 
 
 
4.  SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the University Committee on Undergraduate Instruction 
proposing the following changes to Undergraduate Degree Requirements Policy modifying 
to change the upper-level degree requirements in the Undergraduate catalog, in the following 
sections; (1) Undergraduate Degree Requirements, (2) Dual Degrees, (3) Post-Baccalaureate 



(PB) Students, and (4) University Honors changing from 32 credits in courses at the 3000 level  
or above to 30 credits in courses at the 3000 level or above, and if pursuing a Dual Degree, 
changing from 16 credits at the 3000 level to 15; aligning the catalog with the Undergraduate 
Residency Requirements approved at the November 20, 2025 University Senate Meeting   
(Kristin Landis-Piwowar) 

MOVED that the Undergraduate Degree Requirements Policy be updated as presented 
(Wendell, Johnson) 

0. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the University Committee on Undergraduate Instruction 
proposing modification to the Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization in Fiction, to (1) remove 
the specialization to align with University decision to discontinue specializations, and (2) 
making Creative Writing, B.A. a stand alone major by redesigning four embedded 
specializations into two separate B.A.s (Creative Writing, B.A. and Screenwriting, B.A.). The 
redesigned Creative  
Writing, B.A. will eliminate separate specializations and instead offer a single, flexible degree  
path that includes core courses in fiction, poetry, and memoir/essay. This structure simplifies  
advising, maintains genre breadth, and ensures a clear path from foundational to advanced 
coursework; [please reference Information Item 1.3.21, 1.3.22, and Voting Item 4.6] 
Department of English, Creative Writing and Film, College of Arts and Sciences 
 (Jeffrey Chapman - presenting virtually, Rob Anderson) 
 
MOVED that the Creative Writing B.A., Specialization in Fiction program be accepted  
with changes as presented. (Wendell, Seidel) 

Senator Chapman explained that the logic for this proposed change had to do with discontinuing a 
specialization and reorganizing using the same courses. 

Mr. Wendell made the motion to move to second reading (Wendell, Seidel) 

The motion was approved (45 yes, 3 no). 

The original motion was then approved (44 yes, 2 no). 

0. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the University Committee on Undergraduate Instruction 
Proposing modification to the Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization in Screenwriting, 
to (1)  change the name to Screenwriting, B.A., by removing the embedded 
specialization to align with University decision to discontinue specializations, and (2) 
making Screenwriting, B.A. a stand alone major by redesigning four embedded 
specializations into two separate B.A.s (Creative Writing, B.A. and Screenwriting, B.A.) 
The redesigned curriculum will simplify the new structure, offering a clearer, more 
focused path for students pursuing careers in screenwriting while maintaining 
opportunities for creative breadth; [please reference Information Item 1.3.21, 1.3.22, and 
Voting Item 4.6] Department or English, Creative Writing and Film, College of Arts and 
Sciences  (Jeff Chapman - presenting virtually, Rob Anderson) 

 
MOVED that the Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization in Screenwriting program 
be accepted with changes as presented (Wendell, Tilashalski). 
 



Senator Chapman explained that the logic for this proposal is identical to the previous motion 
since they are part of the same re-organization of the same coursework.   
Mr. Wendell made the motion to move to second reading (Wendell, Tilashalski) 
The motion was approved (47 yes, 1 no) 
 
The original motion was then approved (47 yes, 1 no). 
 

E. Good and Welfare 
 
Brandy Randall announced the Graduate Thesis Showcase which is a 3-minute presentation 
competition coming up soon.    
Also, she invited all to come on Sunday to the basketball game which happens to be Graduate 
School Day.    
Senator Johnson said there is a project called Clean up Bear Lake for which students got a $5000 
grant  
Dean Kevin Ball said that on March 11 1:00-8:00 PM. Health Information Symposium will take 
place in HHB.  The theme is Healthy Engagement for All People.    
Sara Hosch from CETL announced the May 8 Teaching and Learning Symposium, and said they 
are taking calls for proposals.   This year’s topic is Rekindling Connections 
 

F. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dikka Berven (Senate Secretary)   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix A (for February 19, 2026): 

Oakland University Senate  
Agenda 

Updated by the Senate Steering Committee 
February 17, 2026 @ 5:00 pm 

Meeting Details 

February 19, 2026 
Meeting Time: 3:10 pm 
Hyflex:  Oakland Center - Banquet Room B or ZOOM Registration Link 
 

Meeting Materials and Documents  
○ Only elected senators for the 2025-2027 term may vote 
○ Vote Yes (1) or No (2) 
○ If you wish to Abstain, simply do not vote 

● If you are attending remotely, please rename yourself for voting purposes.  To rename 
yourself-- hover over individual icon (2) click the 3 horizontal dots (3) click “rename” and 
rename yourself using SEN and first and last name  (ie: SENKevinBall, SENKarenMiller)  

○  
● If senators leave the meeting, or join late, they are required to indicate via the Zoom chat 

for the minutes. Your departure or arrival may affect having a quorum that is necessary 
for a vote.  

● If attending virtually and have a question or comment, please raise your virtual hand and 
turn on your camera.  

● If attending virtually please have your camera turned on especially if you are speaking.  
 



1. Informational Items 
1.1. Provost Updates 
1.2. Graduate School Curriculum Submissions 

1.2.1. Leadership, EdS, name change to Education Leadership, Ed.S and 
graduate program modification to begin Winter 2026; reduce the 
number of required credits from 34 to 30 through the deletion of two 
courses each worth 2 credits, and modify the curriculum to merge two 
courses each worth two credits into a single course worth 4 credits; 
Department of Organizational Leadership, School of Education and 
Human Service (Eileen Johnson) 

1.2.2. Finance, MS, graduate program modification to change the program 
description and reclassify FIN 5760 from an elective to a required course; 
Department of Accounting and Finance, School of Business 
Administration (Ranadeb Chaudhuri, Paul Trumbull) 

1.2.3. Human Movement Science, PhD, graduate program modification to 
add credit for prior learning; Department of Human Movement Sciences, 
School of Health Science (Kristine Thompson) 

1.2.4. Graduate Transfer Credit, Graduate School Policy revision to reduce 
the percentage of credits required to be earned at Oakland University for 
a graduate certificate, master’s or doctoral degree from 51% to 50%; 
Graduate Council (Brandy Randall) 

1.2.5. Computer Science and Informatics, PhD, graduate program 
modification, to modify the list of Foundational Courses, and remove CSI 
7995 and CSI 7940 as required courses, add the requirement that 
students take 12 credits from one of the tracks that are offered, and clarify 
that a credit reduction for a master’s would reduce the required number of 
electives; Department of Computer Science and Engineering, School of 
Engineering and Computer Science (Guangzhi Qu, Lanyu Xu) 

1.2.6. Biomedical Sciences: Medical Physics, PhD, graduate program 
modification and name change to Biomedical Physics: Doctor of 
Philosophy and modification to discontinue allowing students to take 
upper-level undergraduate courses, to allow interdisciplinary Directed 
Reading courses, and to shorten and strengthen the name, Department of 
Physics, College of Arts and Sciences (Andrei Slavin, Yang Xia) 

 

1.3. Undergraduate Curriculum Submissions 
1.3.1. Creative Writing Minor, modification, due to a clerical error, returning 

after  
going to the Senate on November 20, 2025 the upper division credits 
should read  
6, not 8, per CAS. Department of English, Creative Writing and Film, 
College of  
Arts and Sciences (Rob Anderson) 

1.3.2. Child Welfare Minor, modification to reduce the number of credits in the 
minor from 20 to 16, Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work 
and Criminal Justice, College of Arts and Sciences (Jo Reger) 



1.3.3. Human Resource Development Minor, modification to reduce the 
credits from 24 to 20, Department of Organizational Leadership, School of 
Education and Human Services  (Bill Solomonson) 

1.3.4. Lean Leadership Minor, discontinue the minor due to low enrollment 
and inefficiency, Department of Organizational Leadership, School of 
Education and Human Services  (Bill Solomonson) 

1.3.5. Learning and Development Minor, discontinue the minor due to low 
enrollment and inefficiency, Department of Organizational Leadership, 
School of Education and Human Services  (Bill Solomonson) 

1.3.6. Nutrition and Health Minor, modification to the change the name to 
Nutrition Minor, to be more aligned with their major program,  Department 
of Interdisciplinary Health Sciences, School of Health Sciences (Amanda 
Lynch) 

1.3.7. Certificate in Global Digital Marketing - Chinese, new certificate that 
prepares students to manage digital marketing projects targeting 
speakers of languages other than English, and to manage international 
teams, Department of Management and Marketing, School of Business 
Administration (Janell Townsend and Brandon Gustafson) and the 
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Adolfo Campoy-Cubillo)  

1.3.8. Certificate in Global Digital Marketing - French, new certificate that 
prepares students to manage digital marketing projects targeting 
speakers of languages other than English, and to manage international 
teams, Department of Management and Marketing, School of Business 
Administration (Janell Townsend and Brandon Gustafson) and the 
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Adolfo Campoy-Cubillo) 

1.3.9. Certificate in Global Digital Marketing - German,  new certificate that 
prepares students to manage digital marketing projects targeting 
speakers of languages other than English, and to manage international 
teams, Department of Management and Marketing, School of Business 
Administration (Janell Townsend and Brandon Gustafson) and the 
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Adolfo Campoy-Cubillo) 

1.3.10. Certificate in Global Digital Marketing - Italian, new certificate that 
prepares students to manage digital marketing projects targeting 
speakers of languages other than English, and to manage international 
teams, Department of Management and Marketing, School of Business 
Administration (Janell Townsend and Brandon Gustafson) and the 
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Adolfo Campoy-Cubillo) 

1.3.11. Certificate in Global Digital Marketing - Japanese, new certificate that 
prepares students to manage digital marketing projects targeting 
speakers of languages other than English, and to manage international 



teams, Department of Management and Marketing, School of Business 
Administration (Janell Townsend and Brandon Gustafson) and the 
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Adolfo Campoy-Cubillo) 

1.3.12. Certificate in Global Digital Marketing - Spanish, new certificate that 
prepares students to manage digital marketing projects targeting 
speakers of languages other than English, and to manage international 
teams, Department of Management and Marketing, School of Business 
Administration (Janell Townsend and Brandon Gustafson) and the 
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Adolfo Campoy-Cubillo)  

1.3.13. Artificial Intelligence, B.S., modification to the program, adding 8 new 
credits to the offerings, updating the course list in the core, professional 
subjects and professional electives, Department of Computer Science 
and Engineering, School of Engineering and Computer Science 
(Guangzhi Qu) 

1.3.14. Linguistics - Modified, B.A., discontinue program due to low 
enrollment, Department of Linguistics, College of Arts and Sciences 
(Samuel Rosenthall) 

1.3.15. Piano Performance, B.M. Concentration in Piano Pedagogy, new 
major dependent concentration based on recommendations from 
NASM (National Association of Schools of Music) to create major 
dependent concentrations with specific disciplines; Department of Music, 
School of Music, Theatre and Dance, College of Arts and Sciences 
(Melissa Hoag) 

1.3.16. Clinical and Diagnostic Sciences, B.S., Concentration in 
Pre-Physician Assistant, modification to decrease the electives from 
20 to 19 credits, to bring the total credits for this program from 121 to 120; 
Department of Clinical and Diagnostic Sciences, School of Health 
Sciences (Sumi Dinda) 

1.3.17. Health Sciences, B.S., Concentration in Pre-Health Professional 
Studies, modification to concentration requirements to provide an 
additional option to allow for flexibility in meeting various professional 
school requirements, and added an additional elective HS 4300 Lifestyle 
Medicine; Department of Interdisciplinary Health Sciences, School of 
Health Sciences (Amanda Lynch) 

1.3.18. Interdisciplinary Healthcare Studies, B.S., modification to the 
requirements to provide additional options and structural changes to allow 
for a functional major that can graduate students. These changes will 
facilitate completion of the major while maintaining its rigor and intent. 
Changes will also allow greater opportunity for students to switch from 
one of our majors to another by bringing requirements between majors 
into closer alignment; Department of Interdisciplinary Health Sciences, 
School of Health Sciences (Amanda Lynch) 



1.3.19. Applied Health Sciences, B.S., Concentration in Radiologic 
Technology Leadership, modification to the concentration, replacing 
HS 3250 with EHS 2550; Department or Public and Environmental 
Wellness, School of Health Sciences (Flora Dallo) 

1.3.20. Public Health, B.S., modification to the core, adding a required course 
PH 4750 Global Health and Social Issues, reducing the required electives 
credits from 25 to 21, and adding additional course options to the 
electives; Department or Public and Environmental Wellness, School of 
Health Sciences (Flora Dallo) 

1.3.21. Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization in Poetry, discontinue the B.A. 
with embedded specialization in Poetry, to align with University 
decision to discontinue specializations; the redesigned Creative Writing, 
B.A. will eliminate separate specializations and instead offer a single, 
flexible degree path that includes core courses in fiction, poetry, and 
memoir/essay. This change streamlines the curriculum, reduces 
redundancy, and simplifies advising and enrollment; Department or 
English, Creative Writing and Film, College of Arts and Sciences (Jeff 
Chapman, Rob Anderson) 

1.3.22. Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization in Memoir and Essay, 
discontinue the B.A. with embedded specialization in Memoir and 
Essay, to align with University decision to discontinue specializations; the 
redesigned Creative Writing, B.A. will eliminate separate specializations 
and instead offer a single, flexible degree path that includes core courses 
in fiction, poetry, and memoir/essay. This change streamlines the 
curriculum, reduces redundancy, and simplifies advising and enrollment; 
Department or English, Creative Writing and Film, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Jeff Chapman, Rob Anderson) 

1.3.23. Psychology, B.A., Concentration in Linguistics, discontinue the 
concentration in Linguistics due to low enrollment; Department of 
Psychology, College of Arts and Sciences (Todd Shackelford) 

1.3.24. English Modified with a Concentration in Linguistics B.A, 
discontinue the program due to low enrollment; Department of English, 
Creative Writing and Film, College of Arts and Sciences (Rob Anderson) 

1.3.25. School of Business Administration Program (10) modification 
proposals to change the modality, adding partially online (Half or more 
of the program courses are delivered online) for ten (10) programs as 
follows:  (Liang Fu, Vijayan Sugumaran) 
 1. Business Administration, Management Information Systems, B.S., Conc in 
     Business Analytics 
 2. Business Administration, Management Information Systems, B.S. 
 3. Business Administration, Management Information Systems, B.S., Conc in  
      Cybersecurity Analytics and Management 
 4. Business Administration, Operations Management, B.S. 
 5. Business Administration, Operations Management, B.S., Conc  in Project  
      Management 
 6. Business Administration, Operations Management, B.S., Conc in Supply  



                  Chain Management 
 7. Business Administration, Accounting, B.S. 
 8. Business Administration, Finance, B.S. 
 9. Business Administration, Finance, B.S., Concentration in Wealth Management 
            10. Business Administration, Operations Management, B.S., Conc in Lean and  
                  Quality Mgmt 

1.3.26. Business Administration, Business Actuarial Science, B.S., 
modification to (1) add a course to the required Business core courses 
and (2) add a course to the required Business Actuarial Science courses; 
Department of Economics, School of Business Administration (Tim 
Hodge/Zeina AlSalman) 

1.3.27. Dance for Musical Theatre Minor, modification to (1) edit the language on 
what can count towards a BFA and minor, and (2) adding an additional core, 
Modern dance; Department of Theatre, School of Music, Theatre and Dance, 
College of Arts and Sciences (Jeremy Barnett, Greg Patterson) 

1.3.28. Exercise Science, B.S., Concentration in Applied Exercise Physiology, new 
major dependent  concentration in Applied Exercise Physiology would allow 
the program to demonstrate alignment of our curriculum with the CAAHEP 
accreditation Standards and Guidelines and would serve to streamline our 
pursuit of accreditation; Department of Human Movement Sciences, School of 
Health Sciences (John Krauss, Josh Haworth) 

1.3.29. Arabic Minor, new minor that will develop advanced fluency, and add value to 
students working in majors that need to facilitate cross-cultural communication 
examples; Nursing, Pre-med, Social Work, and Criminal Justice; Department of 
Modern Languages, College of Arts and Sciences (Adolfo Campoy-Cubillo)  

1.3.30. Proposal to change the College of Arts and Sciences minimum degree 
requirements for graduation, modification to reduce the number of 
required credits from 124 credits to 120 credits with updated language in 
the Undergraduate Catalog to (1) the paragraph that begins each programs 
information section, and (2) The General College of Arts and Sciences 
requirements statement; The College of Arts and Sciences (Kristin 
Landis-Piwowar, Beth Dawson) 
 

1.4. Combined Graduate School and Undergraduate Curriculum Submissions 
1.4.1. Mechanical Engineering, Combined B.S.E./M.S., combined degree 

program modification to add a coursework only track option in addition 
to the thesis track, Department of Mechanical Engineering, School of 
Engineering and Computer Science (Sarah Beetham, Laila Guessous)  

 
1.5. Senator Updates (Amy Banes-Berceli) 

L.J. Lasecki, Vice President, OU Student Congress for Nia Matthews  
Mathew Seidel, Oakland University Student Congress for resignation of Clover DeVore 
Sarah Hosch (CAS) for Scott Tiegs Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Annie Gilson (CAS) for Bridget Kies Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Matt Fails (CAS) for Nicole Mathew Winter 2026 Sabbatical 



Lori Ostergaard (CAS) for Tom Discenna Winter 2026 Teaching Conflict 
 

1.6. CARS name change from Committee for Academic Recovery and Success to 
Committee for Academic Resilience and Success (Neil Baumgartner) 
 

1.7. Undergraduate Enrollment Report (Dawn Aubry, Shane Lewis, Kelly Flemming, 
Nicole Boelk, Maegan Dennis) 
  
 

2. Approval of Minutes from December 11, 2025 
 

3. Unfinished Business 
3.1. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION brought forward by the University Committee on 

Undergraduate Instruction (UCUI) to modify the Undergraduate Degree 
Requirement Policy in the Undergraduate Catalog changing the credit hour 
requirements from “a minimum of 120 credit hours” to “a minimum threshold of 90 
credit hours; in alignment with HLC policy.”  (Kristin Landis-Piwowar) 
 
MOVED to accept the language change to the Undergraduate Degree 
Requirement Policy as presented. 
 
Second Reading:  Amendable, debatable and eligible for a final vote at this 
meeting. 
 Comment:   Rationale and proposed new language 
         UCUI Minutes October 14, 2025 

4. New Business 
 
4.1. Procedural Motion to staff Senate Standing Committees:  

 
MOVED that the persons below be appointed to the designated committees for 
the indicated terms: 
  

Academic Honors Committee 
Elisabeth Deloreme-Axford (CAS) Winter 2026 for David Kidger (CAS) Winter  

 2026 Sabbatical 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Committee 

 Jonathan Cooper (CAS) Winter 2026 for Bridget Kies (CAS) Winter 2026  
 Sabbatical 
 Classroom Use and Academic Scheduling Committee 

   Scott Crabill (CAS) Winter 2026 for Jeffrey Heisler (CAS) Winter 2026 Leave 
Disability and Literacy Awareness Committee 
Emily Ruth Benoit (UL) for Mariela Hristova (UL) for Term 2023-2026 
Experiential Learning Committee 



Kareen Tonsing (CAS) Winter 2026 for Jennifer Law-Sullivan (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical 
Faculty Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 
Tian Tian (CAS) Winter 2026 for Angineh Djavadghazaryans (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical 
Senate Budget Review Committee 
Eralda Caushaj Winter 2026 for Henry Aigbedo (SBA) Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Leave  
Senate Planning Review Committee 
Lian Fu (SBA) Winter 2026 for Robert Nehmer (SBA) Winter 2026 Sabbatical 
Leave 
Erica Ruegg (SEHS) Term 2025-2028  

 Mariela Hristova (UL) Term 2023-2026 
 Holly Franson (SON) Term 2024-2027 Term 

Service Learning Committee 
Kareen Tonsing (CAS) Winter 2026 for Jennifer Law-Sullivan (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical 
Teaching and Learning Committee 
Fay Hansen (CAS) for Winter 2026 for Robert DelGreco (CAS) Winter 2026 
Sabbatical Leave 
Haley Laurila (UL) Term 2025-2028 
University Assessment Committee 
Lindsey Brandt (SHS) Winter 2026 for Kelley Borton (SHS) Winter 2026 Leave 

 
4.2. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the Senate Budget Review Committee (SBRC) to 

revise its charge and increase membership to ensure representation from all 
academic units creating equitable representation and increased membership to 
allow subcommittees to be formed to address the workload of the committee. 
(Chaturi Edrisinha - presenting virtually) 
 
MOVED to accept the membership and charge change to the Senate Budget 
Review Committee as presented. 
 
First Reading:  Amendable, debatable and not eligible for a final vote at this 
meeting. 
 Comment:   Rationale and proposed changes  

       Presentation 
4.3. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the Graduate Council to revise the Graduate 

School Policy reducing the minimum number of Ph.D. program credits from 80 to 
60,  and to clarify the continuous enrollment registration requirement (Brandy 
Randall) 
 
MOVED that the Graduate School Policy be updated as presented. 
 
First Reading: Amendable, debatable and not eligible for a final vote at this 
meeting 



Comment:  Graduate Council Minutes 
        Graduate Policy Revision  

4.4. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the University Committee on Undergraduate Instruction 
proposing the following changes to Undergraduate Degree Requirements Policy 
modifying to change the upper-level degree requirements in the Undergraduate catalog, 
in the following sections; (1) Undergraduate Degree Requirements, (2) Dual Degrees, 
(3) Post-Baccalaureate (PB) Students, and (4) University Honors changing from 32 
credits in courses at the 3000 level or above to 30 credits in courses at the 3000 level 
or above, and if pursuing a Dual Degree, changing from 16 credits at the 3000 level to 
15; aligning the catalog with the Undergraduate Residency Requirements approved at 
the November 20, 2025 University Senate Meeting   
(Kristin Landis-Piwowar) 

MOVED that the Undergraduate Degree Requirements Policy be updated as presented 

First Reading: Amendable, debatable and not eligible for a final vote at this meeting 
 Comment:   UCUI Minutes (January 27, 2026) 
         Senate Minutes (November 20, 2025) 
         Proposed language for Catalog  

4.5. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the University Committee on Undergraduate Instruction 
proposing modification to the Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization in Fiction, to (1) 
remove the specialization to align with University decision to discontinue 
specializations, and (2) making Creative Writing, B.A. a stand alone major by 
redesigning four embedded specializations into two separate B.A.s (Creative Writing, 
B.A. and Screenwriting, B.A.). The redesigned Creative Writing, B.A. will eliminate 
separate specializations and instead offer a single, flexible degree path that includes 
core courses in fiction, poetry, and memoir/essay. This structure simplifies  
advising, maintains genre breadth, and ensures a clear path from foundational to 
advanced coursework; [please reference Information Item 1.3.21, 1.3.22, and Voting 
Item 4.6] Department of English, Creative Writing and Film, College of Arts and 
Sciences (Jeffrey Chapman - presenting virtually, Rob Anderson) 
 
MOVED that the Creative Writing B.A., Specialization in Fiction program be accepted  
with changes as presented.  

First Reading: Amendable, debatable and not eligible for a final vote at this meeting 
 Comment:   Curriculog Item outlining changes 
         UG COI Minutes (August 28, 2025) 
         UCUI Minutes (January 27, 2026) 
         UCUI Cover Page Outlining Creative Writing Program Design 
         Presentation 

4.6. SUBSTANTIVE MOTION from the University Committee on Undergraduate 
Instruction Proposing modification to the Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization 



in Screenwriting, to (1)  change the name to Screenwriting, B.A., by removing 
the embedded specialization to align with University decision to discontinue 
specializations, and (2) making Screenwriting, B.A. a stand alone major by 
redesigning four embedded specializations into two separate B.A.s (Creative 
Writing, B.A. and Screenwriting, B.A.) The redesigned curriculum will simplify the  
new structure, offering a clearer, more focused path for students pursuing 
careers in screenwriting while maintaining opportunities for creative breadth; 
[please reference Information Item 1.3.21, 1.3.22, and Voting Item 4.6] 
Department or English, Creative Writing and Film, College of Arts and Sciences  
(Jeff Chapman - presenting virtually, Rob Anderson) 
 
MOVED that the Creative Writing, B.A., Specialization in Screenwriting program 
be accepted with changes as presented. 
 
First Reading: Amendable, debatable and not eligible for a final vote at this 
meeting 
 Comment:    Curriculog Item outlining changes 
         UG COI Minutes (August 28, 2025) 
         UCUI Minutes (January 27, 2026) 
         UCUI Cover Page Outlining Creative Writing Program Design 
         Presentation  

 

Good and Welfare 

Adjourn 
 


