
CONTRIBUTORS
 

Glen Armstrong is a Special Lecturer in the Rhetoric Department 
at Oakland. He studied writing at Wayne State University and The 
University of Massachusetts. Armstrong’s verse has appeared in such 
publications as Poetry Northwest, Cream City Review and Painted Bride 
Quarterly. 

Karen Stacy Ballard is a self-published author and operator of a 
publishing and media company, Pink Street Publishing. Her first 
book, Sugawords: Poetic Memoirs, is a collection of poetry spanning 
over a decade. A Detroit native, she is a proud graduate of Central 
Michigan University with a Bachelor of Science degree in journalism, 
public relations concentration and business administration minor 
and a Master of Science in Administration degree in organizational 
communications. 

Peter J. Bertocci is Professor of Anthropology and Director of the 
Center for International Programs. He has taught at Oakland since 
1968, and received the University Teaching Excellence Award for 
2006-2007. 

Gottfried Brieger retired as a political chemist in 2003. For the 
last 10 years, he finally had a chance to impact the University as chair 
of the Campus Environment and Development Committee. His im
pact was slight, however. He will acknowledge his role in the design 
of the entryway to campus and the architecture of the new under
graduate housing. He was disappointed that his recommendations to 
attach at least some crenellations to the Recreation and Sports Cen
ter hangar were rejected. He rejects any responsibility for the Pepsi 
marquee at the corner of Adams and University Roads. 

K. Bill Byrne spent thirty years in training and marketing in the au
tomotive industry, the bulk of that time with Volkswagen of America. 
He teaches Rhetoric 150 and 160 at Oakland University as a Special 
Lecturer. 

Peter D. Coyl graduated from Oakland University in 2006 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Public Administration and Public Policy. Dur
ing his time at Oakland, he participated in the study abroad program 
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to the Foreign Affairs University in Beijing, China. Coyl is now a stu
dent at National Taiwan Normal University’s Mandarin Training 
Center in Taipei, Taiwan. 

Dagmar Cronn is Emeritus Professor of Chemistry at Oakland 
University, having retired in 2007. Her areas of expertise have been 
in atmospheric chemistry and environmental science and she was the 
OU Teaching Excellence Awardee in 2006. 

Karen S. Dunn is an Associate Professor in the School of Nursing 
at Oakland. Dunn achieved a Ph. D. in nursing at Wayne State Uni
versity in 2001, MSN at Valdosta State University in 1997, and a BSN 
at Wayne State University in 1982. Her clinical experience is in Med
ical/Surgical Critical Care Nursing. Her program of research is in 
the fields of gerontological nursing practice, holistic self-care prac
tices, aging and spirituality, end-of-life care, and pain management. 
Her research efforts are to promote wellness through the effective 
use of holistic self-care practices. 

Sherman Folland is Professor of Economics and has published 
numerous articles on health economics. With two colleagues, Fol-
land is co-author of the leading textbook in that field, The Economics 
of Health and Health Care. 

Barbara Harrison is an Assistant Professor in the School of Nurs
ing. Her research on implicit memory began during her doctoral 
studies at the University of Michigan. She has received funding to 
further this research from the American Academy of Nurse Practi
tioner Foundation. 

Paul Kubicek is Professor and Chair of the Department of Politi
cal Science. He teaches a variety of classes in comparative politics and 
international relations, and has also taught in Ukraine, Turkey, Aus
tria, and Slovenia. His current research focuses on issues of democ
ratization in Eastern Europe and Turkey. 

David A. Levine is the former Chief Economist and Founder of 
the Bond Department at Sanford C. Bernstein & Co., Inc. (now part 
of Alliance Bernstein). Levine also served on the firm’s investment 
policy committees for U.S. equities, developed-market foreign equi
ties and emerging-market foreign equities. Levine says that he is 
under the illusion that just about anything can be quantified. 
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Pamela Light is a graduate of OU with a Bachelors Degree in Eng
lish and Film Studies (1983) and a Masters Degree in English (1985). 
She is chairperson of the English Department at Rochester College. 

Cathy McQueen, a graduate of the University of Michigan, has 
been a Special Lecturer in Rhetoric at Oakland University since the 
Fall of 2000. After 20 years of teaching, she has discovered that al
though the students change, their excuses never do. 

Christine Nguyen, a psychology major and a history minor, is a 
senior Honors College student at Oakland. Her essay was written for 
HC 202, Romantic Revolutionaries, in the Fall of 2007. 

Geoffrey Potts is a recent Oakland University alumni (’07) with a 
B.S. in Biology and a Specialization in Microbiology along with a 
minor in Anthropology. A graduate of the Honors College, Potts is 
currently a first year medical student at Wayne State University. He 
has experience in biological science research as an undergraduate 
with Dr. Douglas Wendell. 

Cheryl Riley-Doucet is Assistant Professor in the School of Nurs
ing at Oakland. Her area of research focuses on Family and Geron
tological Nursing, in particular enhancing coping strategies for older 
adults and family caregivers with chronic illness through the use of 
environmental interventions. She has recently completed prelimi
nary research investigating the feasibility of using MSE in the home 
and its effect on decreasing behaviors of agitation in older adults and 
family caregiver burden. Riley-Doucet is also a co-investigator in col
laborative research with the Oakland University Department of En
gineering and Computer Science developing and testing a technol
ogy for autonomous management of agitation in dementia through 
physiologic signal analysis and multi-sensory stimuli administration. 

Alberto Rojo is Associate Professor of Physics. His recent grants in
clude NSF and Research Corporation. His recent publications are 
about theory of quantum systems. He has recently started developing 
the theory of the so called “quantum non holonomic systems,” with 
a forthcoming publication in the July issue of the prestigious Physi
cal Review Letters. 

Linda Thompson Adams is Dean and Professor of the School of 
Nursing at Oakland University. She earned her BSN and MSN degree 
at Wayne State University, and masters and doctoral degrees in pub
lic health from The Johns Hopkins University. As dean, she has lead 
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the way in creating innovative programs to address the nursing short
age, such as the Accelerated Second Degree program, by forming 
collaborative partnerships with health care organizations. She has es
tablished the first Doctor of Nursing Practice program in the State of 
Michigan which is a blend of online and face-to-face interaction. 
Thompson Adams serves on the Board of Trustees and Worklife 
Quality Committee for St. John Health System. Her prior experi
ences include policy research and higher education. 

Jennifer Van Vliet, a pie-loving English major, spends her days 
playing crossword puzzles and her nights attempting to study. She is 
currently in her second year at Oakland University and is proud of 
The Honors College. 

Ann L. Whall is currently the Allesse Endowed Chair in Geronto
logic Nursing as a Visiting Professor at Oakland University School of 
Nursing. Whall is also Professor in the School of Nursing at The Uni
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and Associate Director of the Uni
versity of Michigan’s Geriatrics Center. She completed (in June, 
2006) as Principal Investigator a 6-year grant funded by the National 
Institute of Health and addressing disturbing behavior in dementia. 
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