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Health coverage
that fits your life
What's your Kryptonite? Skydiving?
Snowboarding? Mountain biking?
Life happens. Make sure you're prepared.

SOLO is personal health
coverage designed for you:

Affordability: We offer plans that fit
every budget, every need, every lifestyle.

Flexibility: Choose your copay,
coinsurance and deductible amounts.

Control: Want prescription coverage?
Compatibility with a Health Savings Account?
Get health coverage on your terms.

Access: Get access to thousands of physicians —
both in and out of network.

Convenience: Our online application and

payment process is available 24/7.

Adaptive. Flexible. Versatile.

SOLO is just like you.

powered by

For more information, call toll-free at
(888) 999-4347 or (313) 664-7010.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Same-sex marriage,
Mich. should be next
It's legal in Massachusetts and

Connecticut. It will be legal in Iowa and
Vermont by the end of 2009. It was legal
for almost six months in California. Gay
marriage — c'mon citizens of Michigan,
all the cool states are doing it.
April has been a triumphant month for

equality in marriage. Vermont's legisla-
ture overrode a veto by Gov. Jim Douglas
and voted to allow same-sex marriage.
The vote came on the heels of a unani-
mous Iowa Supreme Court decision
striking down a 10-year ban on same-sex
marriage as unconstitutional.
The vote by the Vermont legislature

diminishes one of the main arguments
used by opponents of same-sex marriage,
that rulings on marriage have been made
by unelected court officials.

Justice Mark S. Cady writing for the
seven-member Iowa court wrote, "We
have a constitutional duty to ensure
equal protection of the law."
The American Civil Liberties Union

said the Iowa Court decision is the third
court case to treat governmental discrim-
ination against gay people as a serious
constitutional problem. The ACLU said
in an April 10 newsletter that the main
argument in opposition to gay marriage
is for religious reasons, but pointed out
that the Iowa court said that state gov-
ernment can have no religious views.
Remember that little thing called the

separation of church and state? Religion
should not justify a law excluding gays
from marrying. The Iowa opinion should
serve as an eye-opener for Michigan:
"The statute at issue in this case does

not prescribe a definition of marriage for
religious institutions. Instead, the stat-
ute declares, 'Marriage is a civil contract'
and then regulates that civil contract ...
Thus, in pursuing our task in this case,
we proceed as civil judges, far removed

from the theological debate of religious
clerics, and focus only on the concept of
civil marriage and the state licensing
system that identifies a limited class of
persons entitled to secular rights and
benefits associated with marriage."
In 2004, Michigan, along with 10 other

states, passed a constitutional amend-
ment to ban gay marriage. The proposal
that passed 59 to 41 percent said that
"the union of one man and one woman
in marriage shall be the only agreement
recognized as a marriage or similar
union for any purpose."
At least we can be proud of our state

for finding a convenient loophole for
equality. When we are that afraid to live
and let live, let's write it into the state's
constitution.

Historically, cultural norms evolve. At
one time, issues like women's rights or
civil rights were hotly debated, but today,
acceptance is commonplace. We are at a
historical moment where once again we
are debating an issue of discrimination,
this time on gender.
In a posting on a legal blog, Andrew

Koppelman, a law professor at
Northwestern University, said that the
same-sex marriage movement must now
be acknowledged as "one of the most rap-
idly successful social movements in the
history of die United States, revolution-
izing the law in an enormous part of the
country in less than 10 years."

Michigan's 2004 amendment is a nasty
stain on our reputation and credibility
as a forward-thinking state. Five years
ago most of us weren't registered to vote.
But we are now and it's time for another
vote.
This time when we fill in that bubble

we should consider the importance of
equality and pursuit of happiness over
our fears and prejudices.
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comments, concerns, questions:

oakpostmanaging@gmaitcom

MIKE KEEFE/The Denver Post, Cagle 
Cartoons

W
hat do you think? Send your comments to The

Oakland Post or stop in the office, 61 Oakland Center.

By e-mail:
oakpostmanaging@gmail.com

By phone:
(248) 370-2537

Online:
oaldandpostonline.com

Letter Policy:
Writers must provide full name, class rank, phone number and field of

study. Please limit letters to 250 words or less. Letters may be edited for con-

tent, length and grammar.

Network with The OP:
facebook.com
twitter.com/theoaldandpost
youtube.com/oaklandpostonline

myspace.com/theoaklandpost
flicicr.com/photos/theoaldandpost

oaki,,dp„ton°11Phne

CORREC l'IONS CORNER

• In the article "Lack of faculty input prompts lawsuit" on the April 8 issue, the article
inconealy stated that The Oakland Post tried to contact Oakland University trustee
David Fischer for comment. While the reporter did by to contact Fischer, he is not cur-
rently on the board of trustees.

The Oakland Post corrects all errors of fact. If you know of an error, please e-mail
oakpostmanagingtnail.com or call (248) 370-2537. You can also write us at 61 Oakland
Center Rochester, MI 48309.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

- The First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States
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Bailouts for newspapers? No thanks
It started with the drama

on Wall Street. Months later
it progressed to the Motor
City. The banking industry
had a hard time keeping
money straight. (Tell me how
that works again.) And the
auto industry struggled to
make efficient cars for a rea-
sonable cost.
Problems arose and the

government's solution to the
equation was to throw money
at the problem. What's a few
billion dollars here or there?
It's not like we're in a reces-
sion or anything.

However, the impact of these industries on the global
economy is widespread and printing extra money at
a time where the U.S. dollar is decreasing in value
seemed like a good solution.
That brings us to April 2009, nearly 10 years after

the dot-com boom. The growth of the Internet and tech-
nology has suddenly snuck up on the media industry
and guess what — they don't know what to do about it.
Welcome to what some coin the "death of print."
Newspapers are focusing much of their efforts toward

developing an online staff that can update content to
the minute, upload slideshows and video content of the
latest breaking news, along with blogs and podcasts.

A little sell pi

"Right, so let's as journalists,
watch dogs of the government,
ask for a federal bailout. Doesn't

that blur the lines a bit?"

The problem is no one is making money from online
advertising revenue.
The transistional phase of journalism (as I call it) has

created a stir among industry elite. How will we solve
this problem? Advertising revenues are down, newspa-
pers are cutting back on home delivery or essentially
cease to exist. These factors have some in the industry
suggesting that journalism should be the next industry
to get a federal bailout.
Los Angeles Times columnist Rosa Brooks thinks it's

time. "If we're willing to use taxpayer money to build
roads, pay teachers and maintain a military; if we're
willing to bail out banks and insurance companies and
failing automakers, we should be willing to part with
some public funds to keep journalism alive too," she
wrote in her final column for LAT.
Others have offered up ways for this bailout to work:

"In an article in the April 6 Nation, John Nichols and
Robert McChesney offer some ideas on how to bail out
the news industry. They suggest, for instance, eliminat-

ing postal rates for periodicals that get less than 20 per-
cent of their revenues from advertising, a tax credit for
the first $200 taxpayers spend on newspaper subscrip-
tions and a substantial expansion of funding for public
broadcasting," according to Brooks' column.
Right, so let's as journalists, watch dogs of the govern-

ment, ask for a federal bailout. Doesn't that blur the
lines a bit? The Society of Professional Journalists Code
of Ethics states that journalists should act independent-
ly. The SPJ Code of Ethics states journalists should:
Avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived. Remain
free of associations and activities that may compromise
integrity or damage credibility.

It's a journalist's job to cover the government as part
of their regular beat. In the 70s, was it not two relent-
less journalists who busted open the Watergate scan-
dal? What would the city of Detroit be like if the Detroit
Free Press had not discovered the misconduct of a
sex-texting mayor? Taking a government bailout would
damage the credibility of the news media — not aid it.
As the shift from print to online continues and the

worries about making money for online content persists,
journalists must be responsible for solving the prob-
lem on their own. Journalists should utilim the skills
they've obtained from reporting on hard-hitting news.
We're resourceful when we need to find the perfect
source to get that front page news story. We should
continue to use our resources and skills in order to solve
our own problems.
A government bailout? Thanks, but no thanks.

won't hurt anybody
With all do respect to those who

are less fortunate, I would still
like to say that everyone has their
own problems. Some maybe worse
than others, but does that mean we
should all suffer with them?
No, it doesn't. We can pity those

who have experienced sad and
tragic circumstances and lend a
hand, but there is no use in pur-
posely bringing yourself down just
to make a point.
I am writing this in response to

the column published in the April
1 issue about the website finylife.
corn. Although I completely under-

stand the writer's point of view about unfortunate real life
situations, what about the rest of us with our pitiful drop your
head and laugh-it-off problems?
Not one person I know has saved up all their money from

their past six birthdays or saved up their Christmas gifts to
send off to the needy, even though we know they are less for-
tunate. Maybe the real issue isn't not laughing at ourselves
and others, but possibly helping out the less fortunate.
Sometimes things happen to us that are just so completely

ridiculous that there's nothing left to do but shake our head at
the situation and then tell a friend to get a good laugh.

Also, when you're the person experiencing these minor prob-
lems, wouldn't knowing that other people have just as ridicu-
lous problems as you be somewhat comforting? I can say that
I believe there is a level of comfort and understanding. When
I read the things that happen to some of these people on this
website, of course I feel bad for them, but come on now, it's

pretty darn funny.
Take these postings from the website for example: "Today,

I handed the keys to my Mustang to my mom so she could go
car shopping. As she pulled away, I remembered the condom
wrappers, sex toy packaging, and empty bottle of rum that
was in the passenger's seat of my car. I'm twenty. FML."
Now couldn't pretty much anyone relate to that on some

level? We've all bordered that line of fun and age limits, but
wouldn't it suck to get caught? Maybe you're one of the people
who did and can really get a laugh out of this situation.
There are some postings about situations that really do

.suck, but they can be thoughtful and we could all laugh about
them. That's what keeps us sane. Purposely posting our minor
problems is what keeps the tension off.
We have to find humor in these situations to keep our heads

up over the little things through stories like the ones posted
on fmylife.com. From what I know, nobody is using that site
to make anybody else's problems seem less important than
their own, but rather connect with others when having a bad
day and find the silver lining.
I get it. We shouldn't be complaining about the minor prob-

lems we have, but why not post them up full-well knowing it's
for good humor?

EDITOR'S NOTE: You can read the original column referenced
here in the Perspectives section of the web-
site if that's the worst thing that happens
to youas well as a related satire column
"How browsing can screw up your lifer in the
Mouthing Off section at

Oaklandpostonline.com
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Russi on the record
By COLLEEN J. MILLER and LINDSEY WOJCIK
Managing Editor and Editor in Chief

The Oaldand Post met with Oaldand University
President Gary Russi Wednesday, April 8 to check in on
the status of ongoing and new initiatives.
Russi spoke positively about the successful fundrais-

ing efforts of the university, the expanding affordability
campaign and the growth of the university.

The Capital Campaign
The goal of raising $110 million has been exceeded

and it has been done a year ahead of time. The exact
amount will be announced at a ceremony Wednesday,
April 15 in the Fireside Lounge in the Oaldand Center.
"To tell you what, in these economic times this is

remarkable, absolutely remarkable to raise that kind of
money," Russi said.
"The money is being used as we speak. But the money

is not money that is at discretion. The donors typically
tell you what they want you to do with the money. It is
a variety of donor-driven projects and initiatives and it
starts with scholarships, programs, capital, operating
— you name it, it's in the campaign."
In light of the success of this capital campaign, anoth-

er campaign will be initiated in the near future.
"We're going to close this capital campaign, celebrate

it, and then launch another one," Russi said. The next
campaign will focus on raising funds fo6r the medical
school, a performing arts center on campus, as well as
.the traditional scholarships, support for students and
programs.

'You can afford this'
OU's affordability campaign, "You can afford this," is

designed to provide affordablity and access to a college
education for new and existing OU students.
"This is our effort to respond to the economic times,"

Russi said, and as a result, the university has seen a 35
percent increase in applications for fall.
The campaign already has multiple components: no

fees, the $250,000 emergency fund (of which only about
$31,000 was used over fall and winter), a guarantee not
to have to take loans for need-based incoming freshmen
(as determined by the federal government), more merit
based scholarships, and an alumni ambassadors pro-
gram designed to mobilize alumni (who have committed
$1 million for scholarships )to recruit students.
Additional features such as three-year degree pro-

grams and full-time OU jobs are also in the works.
"Soon it will be announced we will have a summer

employment corps," Russi said. "For those students whq
need a full-time job, they will have a full-time job. And
it will be in meaningful work ... something that will
help your portfolio. It's $10 an hour, it's full time it's all
summer." Russi said there may be 35 such positions.
One reason why college can be so expensive is the

length of time it takes to complete. But Russi said that

three-year degrees
are strongly being
considered.
"The deans and the

department chairs
are working on this
right now. Obviously
it only works in those
programs in which
there aren't require-
ment for beyond four
years," said Russi.
"That's a huge

affordability issue
too because you only
have three years of
cost and then you get
out on the job market
a year early."

Photo courtesy of Oakland University
Oakland University President Gary
Russi speaks on the record about
affordability, fundraising and more.

Graduation ceremony changes
Addressing rumors that the administration is going to

change commencement ceremonies, Russi said that's an
affirmative.
'We're outgrowing our commencements," he said.
After looking at other universities around the country,

Russi said the commencement coordinator, Stephanie
Lee, has narrowed it down to two possibilities:

1. There would be one commencement ceremony. No
names would be called and nobody would walk across
the stage. However, each individual college or school
would be able to have their own celebrations.

"It's a lot more intimate than what we do right now.
The School will add their own awards, their gifts," Russi
said. He said that this is the preferred option.
"If we're going to do something, let's make the student

experience and recognition more in.timate and more
powerful for the family," Russi said.
2. The other possibility would be to have sepa-

rate ceremonies for graduates and undergraduates.
Undergraduates would continue to have a similar expe-
rience to what is currently being done for graduation,
where the commencements, an all-day affair, are broken
down by colleges and individuals walk across the stage.
The graduate students would have their own celebra-
tions by unit.
"[This] scenario is only short term. Because you con-

tinue to grow, you have the same problem," Russi said.
The new graduation procedure will be decided on

before the next commencement ceremony at the end of
the fall 2009 semester.

Med School update
While the changes to the commencement ceremonies

are high on the priority list for the administration,
keeping the OU William Beaumont School of Medicine
on track is Russi's number one priority this summer.
"That's going exceptionally well," he said. "Now

they're in the process of hiring faculty." Russi said that
they are looking for the best in the country, as they
usually do, focusing on quality. The progress on the
medical school is also on schedule.
"At this point we see no barriers to getting this done

on time."

Budget, tuition and stimulus
Russi said that they fight the budget every day and

may have to create a.contingency budget before the
state makes any decisions about stimulus money and
state funding.
"The volatility of the state is just enormous right

now," he said. 'That's a concern for us because families
have to know what the cost is."
Russi explained that OU is waiting to hear from the

state of Michigan before deciding on next year's budget,
which may affect tuition:
'The budget bill starts with [Gov. Jennifer Granholm

and she] said cut higher education three percent, freeze
tuition, and move forward. That's just a recommenda-
tion. Ultimately where it's played out is in the legisla-
ture ... The House just came out and just essentially
reinforced the notion of cutting 3 percent, took out the
language to freeze tuition and now the bill moves into
the. Senate," he said.
Russi will be giving a testimony before the Senate on

May 5, presenting OU's case for state funding. OU is
also waiting to hear about the appropriations of federal
stimulus money.
"If the governor accepts stimulus money, she's got to

hold K-12, community colleges and universities harm-
less in cash flow," Russi said. "[If Michigan] were to cut
us the three percent or [Gov. Granholm] does an execu-
tive order for five percent, she's got to take some of that
stimulus money and make it whole.
"That' doesn't solve any problems because that's

patchwork. You're using one-time money to solve base
problems. At the end of the day you've got a worse prob-
lem down the road because you're going to have mul-
tiple cuts that they fill with stimulus money."
As for the five capital projects that OU submitted to

the state for stimulus funding — including a bidmass/
wind energy plant, new buildings and an engineering
center — Russi said that those are going to be deter-
mined later after the state goes through the budget
process.

EDITOR'S NOTE:
Read what Russi said
about the lines of com-
muncations between
faculty, the board of
trustees and the admin-
istration online.
Follow the develop-

ments of these stories with The Oakland Post in the
summer issues and on the webs ite.
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Kresge Library adds resources, versatility
By KAY NGUYEN
Staff Reporter

The week of final examinations is
approaching and the thousands of sleep-
deprived Oakland University students
buckling down to write papers and
studying at the Kresge Library may find
some new resources.
Many changes have been made at the

library over the past year as part of its
ongoing initiative to go from a traditional
library to a technology learning center.
Intended to support student research

and study needs, two of the three
planned projects have been completed
and are currently available to students.
The library's Government Documents

collection was moved from the second
floor to the first. It's still accessible and
features new compact movable shelving.
The move was made in order to make

room for the brand new Information
Commons, which is to the left of the
library entrance.
The Information Commons integrates

the concepts of computer labs, research
space and group study areas.
"Our goals are to provide students with

a first-class information commons and
a first-class research and study space,"
said library systems manager Eric
Condic.

Hardwired desktop computer worksta-
tions are available for student use on
theh second floor, as well as laptops that
can be checked out. The laptops and com-
puters were moved from the first floor.
Three mobile carts with large screen

monitors can be used to practice giving
presentations and large whiteboards
can be checked out and hung around the
Commons area for group study purposes.
"We realize that students need this,"

said Library Dean Julie Voelck. "We
want students to use [the library] and we
want to support the kind of research and
study they must do now."
The new space is designed to give

students more mobility while working.
Furniture can be moved and arranged to
accommodate students' needs.
"Students need to rediscover the

library," said Library Assistant Dean
Brenda Pierce. "There is always a place
you will feel comfortable with because
there are spots no matter how you like
to study."
Located adjacent to the Writing

Center, reference desk, University
Technology Services helpdesk, and a
computer lab assistant, the Information
Commons tries to give students conve-
nient access to the tools necessary for
research or study purposes.
The campus computing helpdesk has

also been moved to the second floor of
the Library. A student-staffed helpdesk
assists students with computer problems.
"We are trying to look for ways to

expand research technology and infor-
mation access," said Condic. "We try to
constantly keep in touch with [students']
latest needs."
Students had differing opinions about

the changes made in the library. Some
thought the changes were needed.
"Kresge's renovations are a positive

thing to give our beloved library a nice,
needed update," said Jordan Twardy,
former student body vice president.
"Hopefully they will improve conditions
of the restrooms and study rooms as well
as main area aesthetics."
According to Voelck, the renovations

cost $1,437,000.
One student thought these changes

shouldn't have been funded by tuition.
"I use Kresge Library to get books for

research," said freshman Jared Carlson,
a general studies major. "It is a good
place for research purposes, but I am
indifferent about the library using tuition
money for the project."
Another student thought the changes

were unnecessary.
"I just use the library as a quiet place

to study," said freshman biology major
Ken Lewis. "I think [the new projects

are] a big waste of money."
Oakland University E-Learning and

Instructional support will be moving into
the fourth floor of the library from its
current office in Varner Hall on the week
of May 4. The new office space is cur-
rently still under construction.
'We are trying to get all of the student

and faculty help resources centralized."
said Assistant Vice President of E-learn-
ing and Instructional Support Catheryn
Cheal. "It will make it more unified for
all of us."
The library is also acquiring Netbooks

for the future. Currently they have
Macintosh and Windows desk computers,
as well as laptops. They have individual
study rooms, group study rooms, as well
as floors for quiet study and group study.
Kresge Library is planning a grand

opening celebration in the fall.

°11;)Jilt,
Visit our website to read about attempts to
keep Kresge open 24 hours a day and add
a cafe vending machine. And check out an
interactive floor plan of the newly designed

library.

GSA's drag show thrills
AMBER DIETZ/The
Oakland Post
The Gay Straight
Alliance held its 6th
annual Drag Show in
the Banquet Rooms
of the Oakland
Center Friday,
Apri110. Shown is
"Sabin," one of the
performers. The
show, co-sponsored
by the Women's
Issues Forum,
featured dancing
and singing, with
a theme of "Old
Hollywood Drag."

Visit our webstie
to see a video
of the Xpos'd
Fashion Show on
Wednesday, April
8, hosted by OU's
Association of Black
Students, as well as
more photos from
the Drag Show.

See Rejects at Meadowbrook
By KATHLEEN QUANDT
Staff Intern

In the middle of typing up papers
and finishing final projects, Oakland
University students will get a chance to
see the All American Rejects in concert
on campus Thursday, April, 16 at 7 p.m.
The Student Program Board is bring-

ing the concert to Meadowbrook Music •
Festival with a ticket price of $10 for
students and $20 for guests. Tickets
are available at the Center for Student
Activities ticket window in the Oakland
Center and at ticketmastencom.
Amanda Vanderford, student program

board chair, said SPB received $5,000
from Student Video Productions, $7,000
from OU Student Congress, $10,000
from Student Affairs and approximately
$23,000 from the Special Projects Fund,
in sponsorships for the concert.
The concert is expected to cost about

$120,000, Vanderford said. She said SPB
will contribute about $35,000 and the
rest will come from ticket sales.
"The concert was put together with the

help from a lot of support from the cam-
pus," Vanderford said.
SPB wanted to bring the All American

Rejects to campus in February for
Homecoming, but they were not avail-

able due to the Grammy Awards.
"We felt that they were a popular

band, with a chart topper hit. We felt
that they could appeal to a wide vari-
ety of people and of all different ages,"
Vanderford said.
At closing time on Tuesday, a worker

at the CSA ticket window said there
were still over a hundred tickets left.
Melissa Brode, a freshman business

major, is going to the concert.
"I think it's a cool opportunity. We get

to go for a really cheap price and get to
see them," she said.
Some students wanted to go, but had

scheduling conflicts.
"It's great. I just don't have time," said

Alex Wolicki, a junior finance major.
Travis Smith, a sophomore electrical

engineering major, is not going, but is
glad the band is being brought to OU.
"I know a lot of people that really like

them," he said. 'That's a really good
thing that Oakland University did for
the students."

Before the concert, SPB is hosting
Spring Fest, which will offer inflatables,
a rock wall, remote controlled car races,
inflatable skee ball, music and free food
and drinks from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. outside
the Oakland Center near O'Dowd Hall
on Thursday, April 16.
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All photos are courtesy of their respective artists

Senior artists go
on full display
The exhibit "idee fixe" will feature the
work of ten different Oakland Univer-
sity student artists on display at the
OU Art Gallery in Wilson Hall April
17-May 17. The artists will discuss
their work Friday, April 17 at 9:30
a.m. at the Art Gallery. Opening recep-
tion is Friday, April 17 from 5-7 p.m.
Among the pieces featured are Amy
Abdelnour's series of charcoal draw-
ings, titled "im I personal" (left), Ali
McClure's series of photographs titled
"press play" (above) and Lauren
Morey's pastel series "Drosophilia
Melanogaster" (right).

Go to www.oaklandpostonline.com
for a video preview of the senior art

thesis, including comments from all ten
artists featured in the showcase.

Have you
been to the

library lately?

With construction on the brand-new student Information Commons nearly completed, Kresge Library has

taken on a whole new look. Final improvements are still in progress, but the Commons is now open to students

-just in time for finals.

Grab your books, gather your study groups and come check

out what the Information Commons has to offer:

MI PC and Mac work stations

• Laptops available for checkout

• Comfortable soft seating

III Flexible-use furniture for group study

II White boards for brainstorming and idea illustration

• A new service desk manned by trained staff members

• Breakout rooms for group projects

There has never been a better time to take advantage of the library and its updated resources.

We look forward to welcoming you to the new Kresge.
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POLICEFILES
On April 7, OUPD responded to
a fire alarm in the Science and
Engineering Building at 9:59 a.m.
By 10:25 a.m., they cleared the
building and let people re-enter.
At 11:02 a.m., they responded to
another fire alarm in SEB. After
checking the building again, they
let people re-enter at 11:18 a.m.

On April 7, a Communication and
Journalism Department employee
said an older computer monitor
was missing from 306 Wilson Hall.
The employee said numerous
people from various departments
had access to the room.

On April 8, OUPD reported to an
incident at the WXOU radio station
in the Oakland Center. An OU stu-
dent in WXOU said his cellphone

had been on the thermostat by the
entrance door. The student said
a group of high school students
came into WXOU to tour, and after
they left, his cell phone was gone.
The OU student said that after he
accused the group of high school
students of taking his cell phone,
the leader of the group became
upset.

On April 10, a student reported his
cell phone was missing. He said he
was napping in his girlfriend's dorm
room in South Hamlin Hall and set ,,
his laptop and his cell phone on
his girlfriend's roommate's bed, but
when he woke up, the cell phone
was missing, and the laptop was
moved. He believed his girlfriend's
roommate or her friend may have
taken the cell phone.

CAMPUS MU-5 
Athletics budget not approved yet
After a special meeting of the board of trustees on April 8, the Oakland University

Athletic Department still has not finalized a budget for the fiscal year 2010.
The athletic department was the only campus entity that did not get its proposed

budget for the upcoming year, which begins June 30, passed at the formal board
meeting on April 1. The budget was tabled for a special discussion a week later,
after which the proposal was tabled again to an undetermined date.
Members of the board expressed dissatisfaction with the athletic department's

amendments to its previous proposal. The board had asked for details about the
salaries of coaches and staff, for which the athletic department requested nearly
$400,000 in increases from the 2009 budget of just over $3 million. The athletic
department is asking for just over an 11 percent increase from the 2009 fiscal year.
Salaries of all university staff are public record, and Athletic Director Tracy Huth
said it would be reasonable to assume that the 13 percent increase in compensation
could be applied to each individual coach.
The board said they felt the additional information provided by the athletic

department was inconsequential and insufficient.

SIFE wins regional award
— Sean Garner, Senior Reporter

Ten members of OU's Students in Free Enterprise brought home the organiza-
tion's ninth straight regional title on April 2. The team qualified for and will now
attend the SIFE national convention that will be held in May in Philadelphia.

— Kay Nguyen, Staff Reporter

New student congress officially starts
The new student body president, vice president and OUSC legislators were

sworn in on Monday, April 13. The new administration announced its proposal for
the OUSC summer 2009 budget. In the proposal, of the projected $58,000 budget,
$24,480 is to be used for OUSC e-board members' stipends, $2,350 for leadership
training, $400 for committee facilitation, $1,050 for students handouts like scant-
rons and newspapers, $4,950 for operational expenditures, and the rest for other
costs. OUSC will vote on the budget before the spring semester starts.

— Masudur Rahman, Campus Editor

Lower Fields, Parking lot P-13
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Chartwells revamps menu
By RORY MCCARTY
Senior Reporter

A little over a semester after Oakland
University Student Congress first
brought student complaints against
Chartwells in October 2008, Chartwells
made changes to their catering menu
and pricing that seems to reflect a suc-
cessful ongoing dialogue with students.
For student organizations that host

events in the Oakland Center, all cater-
ing must come through Chartwells due
to an exclusivity arrangement with OU.
Chartwells' new catering menus, which

include both regular student catering
and international catering, provide more
choices to student organizations.
Andrew Willows, resident district man-

ager for Chartwells at OU, said that col-
laborating with OUSC so far through the
focus group has been "wonderful."
"Every single question or concern

we had for them, they addressed it,"
said Danielle Fallis, chair of Student
Activities Funding Board said.
However, some still would prefer to

have non-Chartwells catering options for
events they hold in the OC.
Chartwells offers waivers to bring in

outside food to their catered events that
have specific requirements.
The Indian Student Association got a

waiver to bring in outside food for their
recent Indian Night. ISA President
Krishna Gummadi said they got Indian
food through Chartwells in the past, but
were unsatisfied with it.
'We wanted to showcase food that

authentically tastes like Indian food," he
said.
Gummadi said that Chartwells effec-

tively made smaller amounts of request-
ed food, but not for groups of 50 or more.
Though they haven't worked with

OUSC yet to voice their concerns,
Gummadi said that they planned to soon
and he's optimistic about Chartwells con-
tinuing to make changes, but that they'd
rather make it easier to get waivers.
Melissa Bukowski, a Gay Straight

Alliance member, said their organization
has fewer concerns with Chartwells pro-
viding specific kinds of food, and they are
generally happy with its quality.
But she said that she would still prefer

it if student organizations had the option
to more easily get cateringirom off cam-
pus for events they host in the OC.
"Chartwells isn't bad, but we don't

really have a choice," she said.
Students interested in seeing the new

menu and the menu prices can contact
Chartwells at 121 Oakland Center.

Visit www.oaklandpostonline.com
to see the new menus.
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Contact: (248) 370-2400, csa@oakland.edu, www.oaktand.edu/csa

Thursday, April 16th
11:00AM - 2:00PM

OUTSIDE THE OAKLAND CENTER
NEAR O'DOWD

ROCK WALL. INFLATABLE SKEE BALL,
REMOTE CONTROLLED CAR RACES & MUSIC

Thursday, April 16 0
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I Meadow Brook
Music Festival'

41111E Thursday, April 16 * *

Tickets @ CSA Service Window
(Lower level of the Oakland Center

across from the Student Technology Center)

44
 

$10 Student Tickets *
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Mark Fidrych found dead at 54
By HOWARD ULMAN
AP Sports Writer

BOSTON — Whether he was dominating hitters or
hauling asphalt, Mark Fidrych had fun.
The colorful pitcher talked to baseballs, smoothed the

mound with his hands and high-fived teammates in the
middle of the diamond.
He had one terrific season in 1976, and after injuries

curtailed his career — just five years in the majors
with the Detroit Tigers — he lived on his farm in
Northborough, Mass., where he enjoyed driving his
truck and using it for building projects.
On Monday, Fidrych was found dead beneath a 10-

wheel dump truck by Joseph Amorello, a friend and
owner of a road construction company who sometimes
hired Fidrych. He was 54.
"Everybody wanted him on their crew," Amorello said

in a telephone interview. "He was a hard worker, but,
at the same time, he always had a smile on his face."
Worcester County district attorney Joseph D. Early

Jr. said Fidrych was found at about 2:30 p.m. Monday
in his hometown about 35 miles west of Boston, the vic-
tim of an apparent accident. He appeared to have been
working on the truck, Early said. His office declined to
release further details.
Amorello, owner of A.F. Amorello & Sons, said he had

stopped by the farm to chat with Fidrych.
"We were just, in general, getting started for the [road

building] season this week and it seems as though his
truck was going to be 'needed. It looked like he was
doing some maintenance on it," Amorello said. "I found
him under the truck. There's not much more I can say. I
dialed 911 and that's all I could do."
Fidrych was a curly-haired right-hander who was

nicknamed 'The Bird" because of his resemblance to the

Big Bird character on the Sesame Street TV show.
He was the American League Rookie of the Year in

1976 when he went 19-9 with a 2.34 ERA and 24 com-
plete games in 29 starts.
Stats only told part of the story that season. The

Tigers weren't very good then, and were barely drawing
10,000 fans per game when Fidrych made his first start
on May 15.
His antics and success quickly made him a local sen-

sation, and huge crowds started showing up at Tiger
Stadium to see him. A complete-game win on ABC-TV's
"Monday Night Baseball" against the Yankees in late
June made him a nationwide phenomenon, with team-
mates rushing to greet him after the last out and fans
calling him back from the clubhouse for a final salute.
Less than three weeks later, he started the All-Star

game for the American League in Philadelphia. Though
the likes of Pete Rose, Catfish Hunter and Johnny
Bench had accumulated far greater career statistics,
no player created more interest that night at Veterans
Stadium than Fidrych.

Injuries, however, limited him to 58 major league
games with a 29-19 record and a 3.10 ERA.
"The entire Detroit Tigers organization was saddened

to learn of the passing of former player Mark Fidrych
today," the Tigers said in a statement. "Mark was
beloved by Tigers fans and he was a special person with
a unique personality. The Tigers send our heartfelt con-
dolences to his family and friends."
Fidrych attempted a comeback in 1982 and 1983 in

the Boston Red Sox organization. He pitched for their
Triple-A team in Pawtucket, R.I. But he never played in
the majors after 1980 and retired in July 1983.
The Worcester, Mass., native later owned a trucking

business. State police detectives are investigating the
circumstances of his death, Early said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO
In this Oct. 3, 1976 file photo, Detroit Tigers' pitcher Mark Fidrych
delivers a pitch during a playoff game with the Brewers, in
Milwaukee, Wis. Fidrych was the American League rookie of the
year in 1976 when he went 19-9 with a 2.34 earned run average.

Local news briefs: Higher gas prices, fewer newspapers
Gas prices increase by 3 percent

AAA Michigan said gasoline prices have
risen 3 cents per gallon over the past week
to a statewide average of $2.03.

The auto club said Monday the statewide
average is $1.40 per gallon lower than last
year at this time.

Of the cities it surveys, AAA Michigan says
the cheapest price for self-serve regular
fuel is in the Traverse City area, where
it is $1.96 a gallon. The highest average
price can be found in the Ann Arbor area
at $2.05.

HOWARD YANES/Associated Press
Gas prices returned to above $2 this week.

The statewide average for biodiesel is $2.25
and $1.88 for ethanol.

Rochester Eccentric among others to cease publication

Several non-daily newspapers owned by
Gannett Co. Inc. in Oakland County have
announced they will cease or merge publi-
cations May 31.

The Birmingham, West Bloomfield, Troy
and Rochester editions of the Eccentric
will close. The Southfield edition and
the Observer & Eccentric group's Mirror
newspaper will merge into a multi-commu-
nity Sunday newspaper called the South
Oakland Eccentric.

The company says it will cut 44 jobs as a
result of the closings and consolidations.

The newspaper company will continue to
publish the Observer Newspapers and
Hometown Weekly Newspapers in western
Wayne and Oakland counties.

The Observer & Eccentric and Mirror
newspapers, which had been part of
HomeTown Communications Network Inc..
were sold in 2005 to Gannett Co. Inc.

Source The Associated Press
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Legislation passes for more benefits
New bill extends state unemployment pay for seven more weeks

GREG DERUITER/ AP Photo/Lansing State Journal
Gov. Jennifer Granholm with Lansing Community College student Zabrina Lechner as she tells her
story as a she tries to get ahead during tough economic times in the state of Michigan at an event
Thursday, March 26. Granholm held a town hall meeting in Lansing to discuss the federal Recovery
Act with local residents.

By KATHY BARKS HOFFMAN
Associated Press Writer

LANSING — Gov. Jennifer Granholm
signed legislation Monday extending
unemployment benefits for seven weeks.
The governor said during a bill-sign-

ing ceremony at the Capitol that jobless
workers can now receive benefits for up
to 79 weeks while they look for work.
"'Phis was a bipartisan effort to

step forward and help those in need,"
Granholm said of legislators passing the
bill quickly.
Michigan has the nation's highest

unemployment rate at 12 percent.
Jobless workers already were eligible

for 26 weeks of state unemployment
benefits, 33 weeks of federal help and
13 weeks of extended benefits. Those
extended benefits will now be available
for 20 weeks. They're being paid for by .
the federal Recovery Act.
The state estimates more than 200,000

Michigan workers will have received

extended benefits by year's end, with
70,000 qualifying by the end of April.
About 584,000 people were unemployed
in February, the most recent month's
data available, although not all were col-
lecting unemployment benefits.
Last month, Michigan's maximum

weekly unemployment benefit was raised
temporarily from $362 to $387 with help
from the federal Recovery Act. The extra
money will disappear in July 2010.
The governor urged lawmakers to pass

two more bills that would expand unem-
ployment benefits to more people. The
first would let the unemployed get job
training without having to prove they're
looking for work, and the second would
allow some part-time workers to get
unemployment checks.

If those pass, the state could get an
additional $140 million to cover the cost
of the expanded benefits, Granholm said.
Both measures have been introduced

in the House but haven't passed the
House or the Senate.

I'M FREE?

4411111111=11.16,
3 Roommates: $354 eacil
HUGE 3-13R Townhome 5 min. to O.U.
2.5 baths, washer, dryer, dishwasher,

pool, fitness center...and one free laptop!
www.KaftanCommunities.com

(1)WhiNce 248-852-7550

conditions apply

TOWNHOUSES

Student
Discounts
Super Low Rates on

Summer
Storage!
SHARE A UNIT SHARE THE COST

. www.miniustorage.com/OU
866,63,Mini,1: j (866,636,4648)

Mongolian Grill

Every Monday. ALL DAY.
Show your college I.D.

and get

$9.99
ALL YOU CAN EAT

STIR-FRY

$1.00 Drafts
All Day. Every Day!

Want More Great Deals? Join Club Mongo at:
www.GoMongo.com
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Detroit budget plan seeking 334 total layoffs
As the city faces difficult financial times, nearly $42 million in salary and wages are cut

By COREY WILLIAMS ht cases.
Associated Press Writer "We're at a situation rig Cockrel and Detroit businessman

and professional basketball Hall.
DETROIT — Faced with now where we're already of-Famer Dave Bing are pitted in a

a bulging budget deficit, May 5 runoff election to complete
Mayor Ken Cockrel Jr. running pretty lean Kilpatrick's second term in office.
released a budget Monday The eight-member council on
that calls for 334 layoffs and government." Monday asked Cockrel questions
slashing 509 vacant jobs. about his plan and will review the
The cuts would trim the Detroit Mayor Ken Cockrel Jr. budget for approval. The new fiscal

city's budget for the next   year begins July 1.
fiscal year by $42 million in To cut down on the number of
salaries and wages. layoffs, Cockrel has also proposed
The proposed layoffs are the result of failed efforts to get a retirement incentive to city employees with 30 or more

city unions to agree to a 10-percent wage cut, Cockrel said. years of service. The one-time offer will include a payout of
"For every position that we reduce or eliminate I know 85 percent on banked sick days, up from 60 percent.

that it does not just affect one individual, it affects an That plan will be put into effect in May, he said.
entire family," he told the Detroit City Council. "That is The job cuts are across a number of city departments,
why I have asked our unions to work with the city in pre- Cockrel told reporters following the presentation.
serving jobs by making joint sacrifices." "We're at a situation right now where we're already run-

Cockrel's budget presentation came at a difficult finan- ning pretty lean government," he said. "If we had to really
cial time for the city. After moving up from city council hit a particular department very hard, it would probably
president to take over for ex-Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick be a question at this point of cutting bone, and we tried to
in September, Cockrel inherited jumbled and incomplete avoid doing that."
financial records and a deficit pegged at upward of $300 Some unfilled public safety positions will be cut, but
million. there are no planned layoffs of police officers or firefight-
Kilpatrick resigned as part of plea deals in two criminal ers, Cockrel said.

CARLOS OSORIO/Associated Press
Detroit Mayor Ken Cockrel said failed efforts to get the city's
unions to take a 10 percent wage cut will result in 334 layoffs.
"I have asked our unions to work with the city in preserving
jobs by making joint sacrifices," Cockrel said.
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As we wrap up production for the winter
semester,The Oakland Post would like to thank
readers for making this another memorable
year. We hope you have enjoyed our coverage.
Stay with us throughout the summer on
www.oaklandpostonline.com. Plus, stop by
campus to grab our summer print editions.
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What does summer
mean to you? 

"It means going up north and
enjoying the nice weather,

meeting new people,
experiencing new things, living
life freely as much as I can and
spending time with family."

Edwin McLeod
Senior, studio art/new media

"A break from homework and
more sleep:'

Tyanna Moore
Freshman, finance

"Summer is kind of a time to
relax and catch up on stuff you
didn't get to do over the year."

Mirjana Tom ovski
Freshman, business

10%b\it.t tki
What are you most

excited for this summer?
"I am excited for my cousin's
wedding this summer, and
a kid's camp I work at for my

church:'

Ligia Buia
Freshman, undecided

"Woodstock'09 because it's
peace and love for three days
in the wild and you get great

music too:'

Michael Sawalha
Freshman, nuclear medicine

Th.& GO-vice/re
WCA4-0-14/ 14(

app
Yeah, you may not have
extra cash to spend on

entertainment, but why not
splurge on a good show?

DEMF
May 23-25

@The Hart Plaza
www.demtcom

Rothbury Festival
July 2-5

Rothbury, Mich.
www.rothbury.com

Warped Tour
July 31

@ Comerica Park
www.warpedtour.com
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Would you rather... Attend your graduation ceremony or grab your
diploma and run without a commencement?

"Receive it, because I
want to get out of her.*

400%.as soon as possible, I've

'I'd rater walk beCause
it's thTrypernesIM
people cheering that

"Per 
' 

sbnally I'd probably. Air.rather  just get4my
diploma, it's just walking

41iguess I'd rather just
Wreceive mytiraloma
because I am really

been here too long." makes me feel like I did across a stage and not anxious about doing
something!' that big of a deal to me." that sort of thing."

Orrie Patterson
Senitj•ri,PIL)
AMstudio art/new media

Diana Taib
Sophomore,

physical therapy

Nick Rashid
Freshman, undecided

Alexandra Allen
Sophomore, English
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Dog on duty
Service pet helps blind student
get to class and around campus
By WIBKE RICHTER
Web Intern

After finding a chair for his owner
and tapping it with his nose, Mr. Ford
laid down and put his head on his paws.
The big German shepherd with thick
fur belongs to Dave Barber, a junior
Oakland University student.
Barber is blind and Mr. Ford is his

leader dog. When Barber began study-
ing social work
at OU in the
fall semester of
2008, Leader
Dogs for the
Blind provided
him with a
mobility orienta-
tion on campus.
The non-profit
organization
with headquar-
ters in Rochester
Hills celebrated
its 70th year
of service this

He started using a courtesy title for his
clog to control kids who often come up
and want to pet his furry guide. "Do not
pet me, I am working," reads the yellow
sign attached to Mr. Ford's harness.
Barber, who moved from Ohio to

Michigan in 1993, hasn't always been
blind. "For the first 12 years of my life
I could see. Due to an inherited genetic
disorder, I lost my sight over time," he
said.

"Many times you will
see the both of us

running across campus
pulling my school
bags on wheels."•

— Dave Barber

April and
has trained nearly 14,000 leader dogs,
who are placed with blind or visually
impaired people.
Mr. Ford is one of them, and became

a leader dog and guide for Barber nine
years ago.
"His job is to bring me from one point

to the other safely," said the 52-year-
old who graduated with honors from
Oaldand Community College last year
with an associate degree in applied sci-
ence, mental health and social work. He
also has an associate degree in applied
science, radio and television from Ohio
University.
Mr. Ford became Barber's second offi-

cial service pet in 2000, after he retired
his first leader dog Mr. Brutus with
whom he spent 12 years. •
"I put Mr. in front of Ford because that

makes him more formal," Barber said.

As a teen-
ager, Barber
learned to
find his way
around with a
cane. Gregory
Grabowski,
president and
CEO of Leader
Dogs for the
Blind, said
that having
experience with
a cane helps
those interested
in getting a
leader dog.

"The accelerated orientation mobility
class that we do with the white cane
training — just to really kind of simplify
it down = potentially is a prerequisite
to getting the leader dog, 'cause you
have to have good orientation mobility
skills to start with before you get a dog,"
Grabowski said.

Getting around
"Many times you will see the both of us

running across campus pulling my school
bags on wheels," said Barber about him-
self and Mr. Ford who guides him confi-
dently from one building to the other.
While Mr. Ford helps Barber around

campus, his wife, classmates or friends
give him a ride to school.
"Ford is such a good dog. He is so

excited [about] being at school, he doesn't

BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
Oakland University student Dave Barber is one of 13,854 people that have benefited from Leader
Dogs for the Blind, a Rochester Hills-based organization. His service pet, Mr. Ford, is one of the
resources he has available to him to get around campus and enjoy a full college experience.

even say goodbye to me," said Deirdre
Barber, 48, about dropping off both Mr.
Ford and her husband at OU.
Barber also uses cab services or public

transportation like the SMART buses
to get to campus. "A nice bus shelter for
those who have to wait in bad weather,"
is his suggestion for an improvement on
campus.
OU's Office of Disability and Support

Services has been another resource for
Barber and other students with disabili-
ties. Some of the services they offer are
scanning and digitizing text books, com-
puter stations with screen readers,

alternate testing, door openers, advising
and campus orientation.
Barber takes notes on a talking elec-

tronic data assistant and audio records
lectures with a cassette machine. For
researching online and reading web
sites, there is JAWS, a screen reading
software. An application called Kurzweil
1,000 is available at Kresge library.
"This combination of hardware and

software allows me to scan printed text
and read the printed paper document via

See Mr. Ford on page 17
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MR. FORD
speech," Barber said.
On the day of an exam, he takes the same test like all

other students of his class. The only difference is that
he uses different tools to prepare for it.
"It's not 'look at the poor blind person, we need to

treat him differently', it is 'they have availed themselves
to all these tools and so now, they are equal footing,"'
said Grabowski about blind or visually impaired college
students.

Outside help
Even though Barber and Mr. Ford make a strong and

harmonious team, sometimes situations occur when
they need the support of others. Barber said he appreci-
ates help, but asks people to approach him by saying
who they are because their voices are the only way for
him to remember them.
"Sometimes a person should come up and say 'Hi,

excuse me, do you need assistance? or come up to me
and say 'I see you're traveling here, are you aware of
where you're at?' Because the key is making sure to let
the blind person as much as possible do for themselves,"
he said. "It must be a dialog process between myself and
the person providing assistance."
Barber lives with his wife, his cat, Mr. Ford and a

Shih Tzu. Barber's mother-in-law calls the dogs "the ele-
phant and the mouse" because of their size difference.
When the couple goes for a bike ride on their tandem,

Photo courtesy of Rick Smith
Greg Grabowski, president and CEO of Leader Dogs, with a student.

the animals stay at home, including Mr. Ford.
'There's a lot of things I'd love to do if I could have

my sight back, a lot of things I used to do when I had
sight," said Barber. However, he doesn't necessarily
miss the time when he could ride a bike by himself
because now, he and his wife have the tandem.
'Well, it would be nice to have my sight back. It

would be nice to have it back, because I once had it.
But, you know, when you've been doing this as long as
I have, see ... relationships with people are more impor-
tant than having sight back."

About the Organization
Leader Dogs for the Blind was founded in April 1939 by
three members of a Detroit area Lions Clubs who were
unable to obtain a dog guide for a friend from any other
source. Since then, the non-profit organization with
headquarters in Rochester Hills has grown into one of
the largest institutions of its kind. It has raised, trained
and graduated 13,854 Leader Dogs which were placed
with clients from 39 countries worldwide.

Leader Dog puppies are raised by volunteer puppy
raisers for approximately one year in preparation for
their lives as dogs guides. Volunteers who would like
to raise a puppy, as well as the dients who want to be
placed with a guide dog, have to apply.

There is also the possibility to adopt a dog who didn't
pass the training to become a leader dog. Leader Dogs
refers to them as "career changed." Due to the high
interest in adopting career changed dogs, applicants
can expect up to a two year wait.

For more information about Leader Dogs for the Blind.
visit their website at www.leaderdog.org.

Source: Leader Dogs for the Blind
website and brochures

Watch a video about Barber
and Mr. Ford, plus read the
stories of two other blind stu-
dents at OU only on
oaklandpostonline.com ,APon!t
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Join President Russi, university leadership, the OU Golden Grizzlies Band and fellow

students, faculty, staff and donors for a brief program, video presentation and reception

to celebrate the conclusion of the university's first-ever comprehensive campaign.
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1:45 - 2:45 p.m. immediately following the Faculty Recognition Luncheon

Oakland Center Fireside Lounge

INNOVATION AND OPPORTUNITY —
Dessert and refreshments will be served. The Campaign for Oakland University
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Engineered for success
By JOE GUZMAN
Senior Reporter

If there is one major most affected by
the downfall of Detroit's automakers it
would be engineering. Continued down-
sizing is forcing engineering majors to
compete with the laid-off masses.
Alex Pawlowski, an Oakland

University senior majoring in mechanical
engineering, is optimistic about finding a
job when he graduates despite layoffs.
'1 myself have no problem going out of

state for a good job, but I am confident
that I can find something right here."
A member of the Oakland Robotics

Association, Pawlowski said most of the
talk within the department concerns the
eventual upturn of the economy.
"Even though there are many layoffs

at the car companies, many other com-
panies are hiring engineers. As long as
the country makes things there will be a
need for engineering," said Pawlowski.

Positive outlook
According to Pieter Frick, dean of OU's

School of Engineering and Computer

Science, employment opportunities for
engineers almost always remain good.
"The engineering world tends to do

well in bad times, always has and always
will," Frick said..

Thinking outside the auto
Engineering students are working

toward a diverse degree. According to the
Kathy Livelsberger, assistant director
for OU Career Services, students might
think that automotive is all there is in
engineering, and not realize the extent
of opportunities in energy or with the
government.
Career Services works closely with

companies such as General Dynamics,
Techcom and DTE energy. Livelsberger
said that DTE uses a co-op program as
a feeder; using the time the student is
an intern to judge how they fit and offer
them a position if one becomes available.
In the last couple years Livelsberger

has witnessed students who have joined
their co-op program and transition into
full-time employment. She said that 19
students were placed there in 2005-06,
25 in 2006-07, and 17 the following year.

'We actually met with them recently
and they expect that trend to continue,
even in these times," Livelsberger said.
"They anticipate that they will continue
to have needs because working with
energy requires a specific skill set, most-
ly due to the safety issues when dealing
with gas and electricity."
Frick said the department has stressed

to its students to look outside the auto-
motive industry, and seek avenues that
they may never have considered before
the industry began to fall.
"Intensively, over the last six years,

the department has revised the core of
the engineering curriculum and to virtu-
ally remove the dependence of the auto-
mobile business," Frick said.
Frick said that they changed the focus

of almost all of the undergraduate educa-
tion to be more innovation driven, with
the introduction of senior and sophomore
design projects.
"The focus and message to students

and parents alike is that the purpose of
the exercise is to prepare undergraduates
to practice engineering anywhere in the
world," said Frick.
This is done through two philosophies:

a basic science core made up mostly of
mathematics and physics, and an engi-
neering core.
"The two cores cover the spectrum in

a sense that a practicing engineer will
have to reeducate him or herself at least
four times within a 40-year career, and
that base knowledge of the engineering
core and science core forms the basis to
do that," he said.
Today, there is no particular focus on

the automotive business anywhere in the
curriculum, as it has developed a strong
relationship with the military. The alter-
native fuel industry is also emerging as
another option for engineers to pursue.

Get started
Although an internship and co-op are

not required for engineering students,
Livelsberger said that they are impera-
tive to gain a competitive edge.
"If a student was to say that they

want to stay in metro Detroit, they're
competing with all these people with
experience and that could be a very
hard road, seeming like an uphill climb,"
Livelsberger said.

WE'VE DRIVEN
DOWN THE RATE

3.99°k'
SAVE BIG ON NEW AND USED VEHICLES, OR
REFINANCE A CURRENT AUTO LOAN AT THIS

NEW LOW RATE!

Give us a call at 248.475.2607, visit us on the web

at cuone.org/399, or stop into our Oakland Center

branch location to find out more

*Annual Percentage Rate accurate as of 4/13/09. Conditcns apply Ra'.

Credit Union

UNE
cuone.org/399

248.475.2607
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Looking ahead to the fall
With past performances in mind, the outlook for 2009-10 sports

ANALYSIS 

By THE OAKLAND POST SPORTS
STAFF

Men's Basketball
Not very often is a single Summit

League team found on ESPN's top 10
plays in March, but Oakland University
was featured twice. Unfortunately, it
was the team on the losing end of the
highlights, as the year's milestone highs
would be outmatched by heartbreaking
lows, witnessed by a national audience.

Celebrating his 25th year with the
team, Head Coach Greg Kampe had one
of the more talented rosters at his dis-
posal during his tenure.
The team enjoyed a successful regular

season, but its disappointing losses in
postseason play will be remembered
most.
Forward Derick Nelson, just the second

Grizzly to score 1,000 points and grab
over 600 rebounds in a career, broke
his foot Nov. 13, 2008, two days before
the season began. His absence would
be missed all season, and Kampe would
often praise his team for overcoming the
loss of one of the league's best players.
The team opened the season with nine

road games across eight different states.
OU went 4-5 in those games. The sig-
nature win of this stretch came Nov. 17
against Oregon in overtime.
Kampe picked up his 400th career

victory with an 84-78 win over the
University of Missouri-Kansas City Dec.
4, and Erik Kangas scored his 1,000th
career point the very next game.
OU finished the regular season on a

seven-game winning streak, and cruised
their way through the first two rounds
of the Summit League Tournament. The
team looked poised to make its second
appearance in the NCAA tournament
with 10 minutes left in the final game
against North Dakota State. But that
dream disappeared as Summit League
player of the year Ben Woodside hit a
game-wining jumper with three seconds
left, to defeat the Grizzlies, 66-64.
OU was selected instead to the inau-

gural CollegeInsider.com tournament.
They had a first-round home win over

BOB KNOSKA/The Oakland Pos
Forward Keith Benson will be counted on in 2009-10 as one of the returning starters from last season.

Kent State before losing on a controver-
sial buzzer-beating shot in the second
round against Bradley.
2009-10 outlook: With the trio

Nelson, Jones and Benson returning, the
team is poised for another strong run
toward a Summit League Championship.
The team is losing senior starters Erik
Kangas and Dan Waterstradt, but there
are more than enough capable, young
players ready to step in and fill the void.
A bid to the NCAA Tournament is not
out of the realm of possibility, and a
repeat of last year's results would appear
to be the minimum expectation.

Women's Basketball
The 2008-09 campaign saw the

Grizzlies return to the postseason for the
fourth time in three years. finishing with
a school-record 26 wins.
The team entered the year looking

to redeem itself after falling in the sec-
ond round of the 2008 Summit League
tournament, and missing out on a third
straight post-season appearance.
OU began the schedule by winning

the first two games before suffering a
tough, three-point defeat at the hands of
Georgia at the O'Rena. They lost their
next game by 28 points to Purdue in

West Lafayette; this was the only time
the team lost consecutive games during
the regular season.
The Grizzlies went 22-3 the remainder

of the season, racking up several big
wins along the way. Their 67-51 victory
over highly-ranked South Dakota State
Jan. 5 was only the third time in school
history that they had beaten a Top 25
team.
SDSU would return the favor three

weeks later though, with a 88-75 vic-
tory of its own. OU's 79-69 loss to the
Jackrabbits in the Summit League chair
pionship game would bookend a Gritzli.
10-game winning streak.
Their appearance in the confereneu

championship game earned them a
WNIT berth, but a 70-55 first round loss
to Dayton ended their season for good.
Overall, the 2008-09 season saw the

women set a new standard of excellence.
And under head coach Beckie Francis,
the team has proven that OU women's
basketball is ready to be considered a
perennial Summit League contender.
2009-10 outlook: The outlook for next

season is not helped by the loss of argu-
ably the team's two most valuable play-
ers, seniors Jessica Pike and April Kidd.
Pike averaged 15.5 points per game

and shot nearly 48 percent from behind
the 3-point arc.
Guard April Kidd averaged 10.4 points

and 3.4 assists per game, while swiping
107 steals. It Will be very difficult to fill
the hole she will leave behind, with the
poise she exhibited as the team's offen-
sive director and unparalleled intensity
as the defensive spark plug.
Oakland returns 1,000-point scorer

Melissa Jeltema, who was named to the
All-Summit League team for the second
consecutive year. Also returning is the
team's force in the paint, center Brittany
Carnago, who finished the season aver-
aging 5.3 rebounds per game and swat-
ted 89 blocks for the season.
Freshman Sharise Calhoun was

named to the All-Newcomer team for last
season.
Fans can probably expect much more

of the same for this team this fall.

See Outlook on page 20
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OUTLOOK

Hockey
Oakland University's club hockey team

had a disappointing season in 2008-09.
They finished with a record of 13-17-4
(wins, losses, overtime and shootout
losses), and failed to make the American
Collegiate Hockey Association Division I
national tournament for the first time in
nine seasons.
The team was led by sophomore for-

ward Kevin Kranker, who had team
highs in goals (14), assists (20), and
points (34) this season. Cody Austin and
Jesse Worrell each contributed 13 goals.
Senior defenseman Jarrett Samp was
named to the ACHA Division I All-Star
team in March.
2009-10 outlook: The reasonable

expectation is that the team will rebound
next season with a more experienced
roster. Fourteen freshmen saw playing
time last season, so with another year
of preparation, bigger contributions will
likely follow. Also, the top six scorers
from a year ago are expected to return,
along with goaltender Alex Pikunas, the
recently named OU Hockey Rookie of the
Year.

Volleyball
The 2008 Oakland University volley-

ball team finished the season with an
8-21 record, which matched their 2007
results. Their eight victories equaled the
school record since making the switch to
Division I competition. The team finished
the season on a high note by winning
back-to-back matches for the first time
all season.
Senior Leah Dupuie led the Summit

League with 108 total blocks on the sea-
son, while also finishing in the top 10 in
hitting percentage. Senior Amy Golem
and redshirt junior Adrienne Leone
ranked third and eighth in the league in
kills per set. Lauren Duquette ranked
first in the Summit League with 5.34
digs per game. The team also received
significant contributions from their fresh-
man class, specifically Jenny Jones and
Ashleigh Slemmer. Both players will be
expected to fill more significant roles
next season.
2009-10 outlook: With five seniors

moving on, the success of the team will
depend on how well the younger players
perform in new roles this season. Head
coach Rob Beam will be entering his
third season with the team and further
improvement can be expected, though
it may not necessarily reflect in their
record at season's end.

Women's Soccer
The Oakland University women's

soccer team finished their season with
an overall record of 9-9-2. They went

8-1 in conference play. OU advanced
to the Summit League Championship
game but lost 1-0 to South Dakota State
University.
Senior midfielder Jessica Boyle was

named the Summit League's Offensive
Player of the Year in addition to being
named to the All-Summit League First
Team. She led the team with 10 goals
and 29 points on the season. Other play-
ers who had qualified were seniors Kristi
Evans and Kristi Smith. Sophomore
Meghan Hartwig and freshman Sarah
Lynch, who were second and third on
the team in goals, respectively, were
also named to the All-Summit League
second team. Lynch and fellow freshman
Deanna Colarossi were named to the
newcomer team.
The team ended the regular season on

a five-game winning streak.
Despite entering the Summit League

tournament as the No. 1 seed, Oakland
lost in the final game. They advanced
to the Championship game in a double
overtime win over Southern Utah in the
semifinals.
2009-10 outlook: While OU will lose

scoring leader Boyle, the gap looks to be
adequately filled by many of the team's
younger players. Also graduating is
starting netminder Kim Herbst, who
will likely be turning over her goaltender
duties to returning sophomore Shannon
Coley.

Men's Soccer
The men's soccer team finished the

2008 season with a 14-4-2 record. And
like the women's soccer team, the men
finished the regular season on a long
winning streak, having won six straight
matches. Oakland University advanced
to the final of the Summit League
Tournament but lost in the final in a
shootout to the University of Missouri.
Kansas City. Oakland's season did not
end there, however, as they played Ohio
State in the opening round of the NCAA
Tournament. But just like their previous
game, the game went to a shootout fol-
lowing overtime and the Golden Grizzlies
lost again.
Seniors Steve Clark, Ian Daniel and

Piotr Nowak were named to the National
Soccer Coaches Athletic Association All-
Midwest Region first team. In addition,
senior Martin Sandell and junior Stefan
St. Louis were selected to the third team.
St. Louis led the team with eight goals
on the season, while goalkeeper Clark
allowed just 10 goals in 19 games all
season.
2009-10 outlook: It will be a season

of transition as head coach Gary Parsons
stepped down during the offseason after
28 seasons at Oakland. Assistant coach
Eric Pogue, who spent seven seasons as
an assistant was named to the new head
coach. The Golden Grizzlies have a long
history of success in men's soccer, so as
long as a capable replacement for the
departed Clark is found in net, expect
another winning season in the fall of
2009.

BOB KNOSKA/The Oakland Post
The OU hockey team will be looking to rebound from a disappointing 2008-09 season.

BOB KNOSKA/The Oakland Post
The men's soccer team will be looking to play their way back into the NCAA Tournament once again.
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History aside, quarterback a must
By DAN FENNER
Sports Editor

COLUMN

The Detroit Lions need a better quarterback. This
may be the understatement of the year but it's a truth
that bears repeating.
Ripe for the picking at the NFL Draft later this

month is Matthew Stafford, the former University of
Georgia signal caller with a cannon for an arm and all
of the intangibles you look for in a quarterback at the
top of the draft.

It would seem to be one of those rare moments when
opportunity meets necessity as the Lions find them-
selves in desperate need of a franchise quarterback and
also happen to have the first overall selection this year.
But what seems like the entire state of Michigan,

from its football fans to the sports media, is in lockstep
agreement that the team would be better served to take
someone else with the selection, and put the dire need
for a quarterback on hold for just one more year.

History tells us that this is precisely what the Lions
will do. Since the infamous trade of Hall of Famer
Bobby Layne in 1958, the Lions have struggled might-
ily to maintain any sort of stability at the position,
problem that is perhaps more troubling now than ever
before. In fact, only one Lions quarterback has been

selected to the Pro Bowl since Layne — the inconspicu-
ous Greg Landry in 1972.
Deep down, every fan has to admit that a quarterback

is precisely what the Lions truly need, first and fore-
most. It's about time that we put the Joey Harrington
debacle behind us and chalk that selection up as just
another misguided step in the Matt Millen era.
Stop living in the past.
The Lions can not continue to conservatively go about

stocking their roster with reclamation project quar-
terbacks like Daunt,e Culpepper. They shouldn't take
solace in the hope that one of their young backups will
somehow morph into the second coming of Tom Brady
either.
Choosing Stafford would go a long way toward boost-

ing a franchise so totally devoid of hope as Detroit.
And we'd be talking about real hope, not the type that
former coach Rod Marinelli once claimed to see when
digging in his metaphoric tunnel.

It's no coincidence that a quarterback has been select-
ed first overall in seven of the past 10 years. The top
pick in the NFL draft is a rare opportunity that, if used
correctly, can set a struggling team on a straight course
to contention.
Which leads us back to Stafford. He was highly

productive throughout his college career, leading his
Bulldogs to three bowl victories in three seasons. Also,
he had the increasingly-rare benefit of playing in a pro
style offense that will translate easily to the NFL.

The alternatives to Stafford are not very appealing.
Tackles Jason Smith and Eugene Monroe would only
present moderate upgrades over incumbent tackle Jeff
Backus.
Aaron Curry, while immensely talented, would be an

unconventional choice since linebackers are very rarely
selected in the top five, let alone first overall. The Lions
would probably be best served to avoid innovative draft-
ing techniques as they are hardly the model franchise
for decision-making and progressive thinking.
One way or another, the Lions will need to find a

starting-caliber quarterback before they can legitimate-
ly expect to contend for anything other than last place.
Of every position on the field, the quarterback

handles the ball the most. Maybe this is why the Lions
have found so little success with their string of marginal
signal callers in the last half century.
Of course the risk of a top quarterback becoming a

bust is significant, but the potential reward is undeni-
able. Great quarterbacks bring Super Bowls. And the
quarterbacks the Lions currently have will bring agony,
disappointment and apathy toward the team.
The realization last December that a winless season

was truly possible makes it even more imperative that
the Lions take bold steps to ensure that this dismal sea-
son is an aberration rather than the continuation of an
alarming trend.
Draft Stafford and, by all means, cross your fingers,

-Lions fans.
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REMAINING HOME GAMES FOR APRIL AND MAY

WOMEN'S LACROSSE
4/18 WCLL Championship at the
University of Toledo

MEN'S LACROSSE
4/18 vs. Aquinas College 2 p.m. .
(Notre Dame Prep)

WOMEN'S TENNIS
4/17 vs. Oral Roberts 9 a.m.
4/17 vs. SDSU 2 p.m.
4/18 vs. UMKC 1 p.m.

, 4/19 vs. Western Illinois 1 p.m.

MEN'S GOLF
4/17 - 4/18 Titans' Invitational
in Plymouth

WOMEN'S GOLF
4/20 - 4/21 The Summit League
Championship in Rochester, Mich.

TRACK AND FIELD
4/16 OU vs. UDM Dual Meet in Detroit
4/17 EMU Invitational in Ypsilanti
4/23- 4/25 Hillsdale Gina Relays
in Hillsdale, Mich.
5/1 - 5/2 Jesse Owens Track Classic
in Columbus, Ohio

SOFTBALL
4/15 vs. IPFW noon*
4/17 vs. Centenary College 3 p.m.*
4/18 vs. Centenary College noon
4/19 vs. Rochester College 1 p.m. *
4/27 vs. Detroit 3 p.m. *
* doubleheader

BASEBALL
4/15 vs. Bowling Green 3 p.m.
4/29 vs. Toledo 3 p.m.
5/5 vs. Eastern Michigan 3 p.m.
5/6 vs. Olivet 3 p.m.
5/8 vs. Oral Roberts 3 p.m.
5/9 vs. Oral Roberts noon
5/10 vs. Oral Roberts 1 p.m.
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GRIZZ OF THE WEEK
Michael Coriasso

Men's Golf

Year: Freshman

Coriasso led the way for the Oakland University
Men's Golf team at the Hoosier Invitational in
Bloomington, Ind., last weekend. The freshman
had a three-day score of 221 (+8), finishing 23rd
in a field of 85 participants.

11
SANDWICHES
UNDER
5 BUCKS!

TO FIND THE LOCATION
NEAREST YOU VISIT
JIMMYJOHNS.COM

FREAKY FAST DELIVERY!
Z008 JIMMY JOHN'S FRINCHISL LOS ALL RIGHTS 5000500

oaklandpostonline

Be sure to visit our website at
www.oaklandpostonline.com
and check out our newest blog,
written by Golden Grizzlies
outfielder Dan Gliot, who gives
an exclusive insider's perspec-
tive to the Oakland University
baseball team all season long.

THE BASKETBALL SEASON MAY BE OVER,
BUT THE AWARDS CONTINUE TO COME IN

Oakland University's Jessica Pike was named the Division I-AAA Athletics
Directors Association Scholar-Athlete of the Year Thursday, April 19. She was
also named to the D I-AAA ADA Scholar-Athlete Team for the second time in
her career.

Pike finished her college basketball career as the eighth leading scorer in
the history of the school. This past season, the senior guard averaged over 15
points per game and was instrumental in the OU Womens's historic season.

—Dan Fenner, Sports Editor

BOB KNOSKA/The Oakland Post
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Inspiring columns transform to film
By AMANDA MEADE
Scene/ Mix Editor

A man named Nathaniel Ayers attend-
ed the Juilliard School in New York On
a scholarship, but suffered from schizo-
phrenia his third year at the school. He
became homeless and was forced to live
on the streets of Los Angeles.
In 2005, journalist Steve Lopez met

Ayers and began writing a series of col-
umns in the Los Angeles Times about his
relationship with the musician.
The columns Lopez wrote turned into

a book, which is now being transformed
into a film. "The Soloist" stars Robert
Downey Jr. as Lopez, and Jamie Foxx as
Ayers. It will be released in theaters on
Friday, April 24.

The relationship
The author said he had never gotten so

emotionally invested in a subject he had
written about until he met Ayers.
"We're taught as journalists to keep

some distance and to not become advo-
cates, even as a columnist, to hold on to
some of your impartiality but this was a
special circumstance," Lopez said.
"I think that it was kind of cool

for readers to see a writer become so
involved, so maybe I've re-thought a little
bit my history and tradition of keeping
so much distance from the subject."
Lopez first met Ayers on Skid Row in

Los Angeles.
"There is no question that Skid Row

is a different place then it was when I
met Nathaniel four years ago, there is no
question that far fewer people are sleep-
ing on the streets. The question though,
is where did those other people go?"
Lopez said.
One reason Lopez said he got involved

in this project was to not only show the
struggles of Ayers, but others in similar
situations as well.
"One of the points I've been trying to

make since this adventure began was it's
not as if we don't know what works to
help people, especially those with a men-
tal illness, come in off the streets, the
problem is that we haven't made a com-
mitment to what does work," Lopez said.

The inspiration
Lopez said he was very inspired by

Ayers' fight and the things that he was
passionate about.
"One of the things that I found so

Photo courtesy of Francois Duhamel
Robert Downey Jr. (left) portrays journalist Steve Lopez (right) in the upcoming film "The Soloist."

captivating about Mr. Ayers was most
people would look at him and see a bum;
most people would look right past him,
not even make any kind of a judgment
about him, and when I got to know the
man, I became captivated by this pas-
sion," Lopez said.
Lopez said prior to meeting Ayers,

there wasn't anything in his life apart
from his family that he felt so strongly .
about as Ayers did with his music.
"It was all about having found his

purpose in life and having found passion,
and I don't know a lot of people in the
world who ever find that, who ever get
to where they really want to be, and in
some ways, Mr. Ayers, although he's not
in an orchestra and would like to one day
teach music, he's not there," Lopez said.
"But when he is in the moment with

the music, he's about as passionate and
as successful and happy as any of us can
ever expect to be. And he finds that every
single day," Lopez said.
The writer said he started to doubt his

job and the journalism industry when it
began to change, and it was Ayers who
helped him realize how to appreciate his
career fully.
"It was Nathaniel through his passion

who opened my eyes to the fact I had my
own [passion] and that I would never be
happy doing anything other than what I
do," Lopez said.
"The form might change because the

information industry is changing. I might
not be a print columnist, but one way or
another I want to tell stories, and I think
that knowing that about my career,
about my purpose was quite revealing,"
Lopez said.

To the silver screen
The book has twice as many pages as

the screenplay for the film, but Lopez
said the film did a great job of touching
on all of the most important aspects.
'The film is by necessity a reduc-

tion, but the film is true to all essential
themes [of the book]. It does a great job

of framing the relationship, the issues,
my conflicts, so I'm really pleased with
that," Lopez said.
Lopez talked about the different ways

the film could have been made, and that
the producers shared their vision of the
movie, and it came out exactly as they
had planned.
"I've become very passionate about all

of the themes, the friendship and the
redemptive power of music, and just the
simple power of human connection — the
way two people could come upon each
other from different walks of life entirely
and have an impact on each other and
a lasting change that results from it,"
Lopez said.
'The movie gets that, and it's just a

great movie," Lopez said.
While Lopez said he had no part in the

casting of the film, he was pleased with
the choice of actors to portray himself
and Ayers.

"I've seen the movie a few times, and to
see Robert Downey calling himself Steve
Lopez is a little bit strange. But I'm flat-
tered by the portrayal and very gratified
by what they did with this movie," Lopez
said.

Advice for future journalists
Lopez had a lot of advice for hopeful

journalists in an industry that is defi-
nitely changing.
"If you've decided that you really do

want to do this, if you're committed to
it, if it's your dream, if nothing else will
make you happier, go ahead," Lopez said.
"If you don't feel that way, then now is

the time to look into something else. But
if you do want to do it, the reality is that
there are more opportunities rather than
fewer," Lopez said.
Lopez also suggested journalism stu-

dents study every subject other than
journalism, from economics to medicine..
"Try to stay as versatile and as inter-

ested in as many different fields as you
can possibly be, because it makes you
more attractive to employers," Lopez
said.
"I think it's going to take some time

before we know how [the journalism
industry] settles out, and maybe it won't
ever settle out — maybe the revolution
will go on for decades," Lopez said.

The Oakland Post was included in
a college conference call with Lopez on
April I.
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ev
By AMANDA MEADE
Scene/Mix Editor

"Adventureland"

Movie Review
Attention: "Adventureland" is not a comedy. While

Kristen Wiig (Paulette). and Bill Hader (Bobby) can't
help but add a bit of hilarity to the mix, this is a roman-
tic flick. That's fine in its own right, but not when you
expect to be falling out of your seat laughing.
Given the lack of extreme humor, the story is very

real. Kristen Stewart (Em Lewin) sheds her "Twilight"
vampire image and creates a character many women
can relate to. Jessie Eisenberg (James Brennan) is not
to be confused with "Superbad's" Michael Cera, but he
does a great job playing the slightly nerdy boy with
a crappy summer job who's in love with the beautiful
rebellious girl. An added plus — Ryan Reynolds as Mike
Connell, the musician/amusement park handyman.
The film is set in 1987, so every '80s fan will fall in

love with the hairstyles, outfits and of course, the tunes.
The soundtrack is killer.

By BRAD SLAZINSKI
Staff Intern

"The Venture Brothers"

****

•

in 3

DVD Review
"The Venture Brothers" is a show for those who are

pop culture junkies, enjoy over-the-top violence, obscure
movie references, esoteric music or hilariously-named
characters like Herr Trigger. Cartoon Network's Adult
Swim has released the third season of this show on
DVD, which originally aired in 2008.

This season is more in-depth and contains an even
deeper plot, which might confuse new viewers if they
have not seen the previous seasons. The other thing
that makes the show's humor different is the clever pop
culture references, some of which the viewer might have
to look up in order to understand a joke. Brock Samson
is at his usual best beating people up, along with Dr.
Girlfriend, The Monarch, and the Venture family being
their usual outrageous selves. New characters such as
Sargent Hatred gain more prominent roles and bring
many laughs.

COVI
By AMANDA MEADE
Scene/Mix Editor

I See Stars
"3D"

****

•

Album Review
Finally, a local band has gotten it right. Straight out

of Warren, I See Stars' new release "3D" is nothing
short of incredible.
Labeling this band as a specific genre is close to

impossible. These guys mix genres ranging from hard-
core to techno, and possibly better than anyone else can.
At times, "3D" gives the poppy and catchy sounds that
everyone can love, and then a track like "Sing This!"
brings a slight rap sound into the mix.
Each song on the album is unique from the others,

which is unusual in itself for any album. Even more
unique — all the members of I See Stars are barely out
of high school.
. I See Stars have created an album that you can sing,
dance and bang your head to — what more could one
ask for?
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COT ACRIZZLY APPETITE?
DIG INTO OUR SPECIALS!

Monday & Thursday
60(t Boneless Wings!

SUPERFINGER ENTERTAINMENT

PRESENTS

_ISOLATO:1:1%kr,DEXT

GLUDictLitinlviti rtiNit0
BUY AT PALACENET COM, THE PALACE BOX OFFICE AND tkketmaster CHARGE AT 1-U-745-3000

' ' '117 .1•TP DANECOOK COM

FREE WING
TUESDAYS!*
Limited time offer.

Every Night
Late Night Drink Specials!

10 p.m. —Close
Buffalo Wild Wings promotes responsible drinking.

1234 Walton Rd.
ROCHESTER

Across from
Crittenton Hospital
248.651.3999

YOU HAVE TO BE HERE"'
buffalowildwings.com

770 N. Lapeer Rd.
LAKE ORION
248.814.8600

•Buy any menu denomination of Traditional Wings, get the same menu denomination free. Pricing based on regular menu pricing
at time of purchase. Pricing subject to change without notice. Some restrictions apply. See manager for details. Price does not include

Celery, Ranch, or Bleu Cheese dressing, but items are available for an additional charge. Valid at participating locations.
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Road trippin': I gotchahome
Backseat driving isn't as navigational and helpful as one might think

By TIM RATHe0IN and JOEG ANI  Web Editor

counter

POINrf The dnd
of the win-

ter semester
means many

different things to different people.
For some, it signifies the beginning
of an arduous journey of summer-
specific work, for others, the fireworks
of studying abroad. Still, finals week
is the kick-start to the majesty of the
road trip.
However, the road trip isn't based

in exact, uniform emotions for all the
participants. Some see the road trip
as encompassing the entire journey,
whereas for others it's all about the
destination. For those wayward souls
caught in the wind-like plastic sacks,
the unpredictability of the open road
blinds them to the distant goal. For
those driven by destination, the end of
the drive actually signifies the begin-
ning of their trip.
The backseat driver represents a

roadblock for the actual driver. In his
urge to the voyage, the backseat driver
shoves disease-ridden needles into the
neck of the actual driver with every piece
of unwarranted advice as the actual
driver attempts to remain focused on the
road like a hawk on Ambien.
That willfie the topic of a point-coun-

terpoint debate, with web editor Tim
Rath taking the pro-backseat-driver
point and senior reporter Joe Guzman
taking the anti-backseat-driver counter-
point.

and Senior
Reporter

Joe: It's obvious, Tim, that
backseat drivers are the
scourge of the road. Driving
is not a democracy, it is a
dictatorship. We're not here
to get everyone's vote on how
fast to go, what direction to
take, when to stop and eat, or
which MAO album makes
the best open-road soundtrack.

PI LI!) M. IN

BROOKE HUG/The Oakland Post
Senior reporter Joe Guzman knows a thing or two about backseat drivers. He was recently the driver for a
road trip to Ohio. Web editor Tim Rath enjoys demanding the driver of what turns to make or what exit to get
off at. For him, it's a right of passage that every passenger in the car should have.

You don't need to respect my authority,
just fear that I have the wheel and real-
ize that at any moment the car could go
flying off an overpass.
Road trips are not coke trips. I am not

booking a hotel days in advance, packing
up a bag full of clothes, or scheduling the
time to leave point A and arrive at point
B for the sake of clearing my head. The
open road is simply an obstacle toward
my destination, so Tim, spare me the
cooing of your hippie prose from the
backseat. It just adds to the pain of corn-

fields and roadkill.
Tim: Joey, I realize that the
open road isn't all fun and
games. I'm not tossing and
turning like a crack baby
in a cold hallway as I try
to sleep in the backseat
for my own amusement.
Road tripping is an invest-
ment, a test of our endur-

ance, and to pretend that
such a time-consuming part

of our plan only exists in our minds is a
fruitless endeavor.
You're missing out on all of the

fun from your seat on "the
throne" up front. You will
never know the feeling of
satisfaction that comes
from filling up each cup
holder in a vehicle with a
cup, nor the sweet stroke
of a blistering wind as you
lean out of a window at
90 miles per hour. Go back
to math class and leave the
spring breaking to a pro.
Joe: First off Timmy, the name's Joe,

use it, remember it, and never forget
it. Second, I apologize. My idea of fun
doesn't consist of being the bitch, sand-
wiched in the middle of the backseat for
god-knows-how-long, sitting knee-to-knee
with some "buddies," or crushed against
the window being used as a pillow. For
me, the glory comes with the results of
the established system. That is to say,

us, on the beach directly outside of
our hotel, slathering each other in
suntan lotion, sucking Jello shots
out of our belly buttons, ignoring Joe .
Francis of alb

fame as
he incites
stoned
coeds to
take off
their spar-
kling tops.
That is so
wrong.
The glory of

the quest does not come as the result
of aberrations, rather, it is in the
absence of them. When we're picking
up a hitchhiker who's still wearing
'a straightjacket, weighing the car at
the weigh station with ourselves still
inside or stopping for ice cream cones
that will most assuredly end up on
the floor of my dad's BMW, we're not
making real road trip memories. It
is in the trip that we've paid for, the
trip that we've planned, the answer to
the question of what we're doing this
summer. Tim, if you didn't want to
do anything of real worth, you should

have stayed at your summer job with
eon I think you've got a real
uture in banana splits.

Tim: Joey, I think that finals
week got you wound too tight.
With every mile we pass
comes a bong hit of the infi-
nite, the windows of possibili-
ty expanding at 10 miles over
the limit. The rigid structure
of APA formatting has left
you sterile and internally cav-

ernous. This is our time to color
outside the lines, we are due for a

bong-hit of the impossible and let's not
waste this time stuffing Rand McNally's
fat wallet.
In conclusion, it is apparent that the

debate of whether true glory is to be
found in the journey or the destination
is one that will be continued as long as
the act of summer vacation itself. In the
meantime, let's chill out, kick back and
remember that at least we're not in class.

(lone

Dair
uee



26/ MOUTHING OFF www.oaklandpostonline.com April 15, 2009

Set your BlackBerry to end your dates
Quick dating services could enhance meeting your next potential relationship

By KATELYN STANIS
Guest Columnist

I waited in line for 15 minutes at
Subway in the Pioneer Food Court in
the Oakland Center today. I then waited
another five minutes in a separate line to
pay. At this point, I had 15 minutes left
to eat. But after taking into account the
10-minute walk I still had back to class,
I realized I really had only five minutes
to scarf down the $5 footlong I had just
purchased.
As college students, we're constantly

busy — bustling our business from
school to work, separating our social lives
from study time, and flipping out over
finances.
In the midst of all the mayhem, there

appears to be little time for dating. So
when my girlfriends thought that speed
dating would be both fun and fast, I
decided to join.
Traditional speed dating is when a

woman sits alone as the single men take
turns talking to her every eight minutes.
We, however, were able to endure this
rapid review session with a partner dur-
ing a double speed dating event.

The sidekick scenario turned out to during our eight-minute date while we
be beneficial for all parties involved, answered very specific questions like, "If
Whenever there was an awkward lull in you could only listen to one song for the
conversation, you had a nearby buddy to rest of your life, what would it be?" and
bail you out. 'What is your dream car?"
This was especially convenient when Answering "Travis Tritt: It's a Great

bachelors   Day to be
one and two "But I think what really earned me

an "F" was refusing to
answer No. 4's final question:
"And what is your cup size?"

Alive" and
"Urn, a Jeep
Wrangler?"
put my
score in the
negatives.
But I think
what really

With her earned me
knowledge and interest of medicine, an "F" was refusing to answer No. 4's
my partner took the floor and kept the final question: "And what is your cup
two ER doctors talking while I, on the size?"
other hand nodded my head and smiled At this point, I leaned back and fin-
- while knowing nothing about what ished my second glass of wine. I waited
they discussed. and hoped to hear the infamous bell ring
Now, I know what you are thinking, that would ultimately end this eight-

There are ER doctors at speed dating? minute date and queue the next one.
Sign me up! As I sat in the middle of the pub and
Not so fast, ladies. Let me introduce men took turns talking to us at the ring

you to bachelors three and four. of a bell, I realized this was not the cliche
The duo worked from a checklist. They many would believe. Instead, it was just

frequently took notes on me and Sarah another avenue to What could be your

who spoke
mostly of
the medical
industry,
sat before
my friend
Sarah.

next great date or kiss.
Bachelor No. 2 talked about being new

to the area, working a lot, being over-
whelmed by people at his job, and want-
ing to experience new things.
Soon, it became apparent that we are

all functioning to the set schedule of a
bell.
Alarm clocks beep to signal the start

to our day, and BlackBerries ring to
trigger calendar pop-ups and the fate of
our future. Now, a simple bell ring was
determining the ending point of a date.
Was this a more convenient way for busy
singles to meet people? Or are we all just
so determined to meet someone that we
add it to our "to do list" and chalk up
finding love as another task?
As we walk through our daily lives, we

run on routine. And without breaking
the mundane mold, how are we supposed
to meet anyone new?
I didn't meet anyone special that night

but I realized that sometimes we need
to stop programming our plans. Because
when we do, we just may have time to
hear something other than the bell ring,
or at the very least a little more time to
enjoy a $5 footlong.

•
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GET NOTICED!

Furnished rooms for rent.
Includes all utilities.

FREE local calls, FREE Cable
FREE wireless internet.

NO Credit check and NO deposit.
Move in today $599/mo.

Call Stephanie 248-636-8204.

-44.4 1( rt-4-if 1-
NOW OFFERING ONLINE CLASSIFIEDS-:-

www.oakiancipostonline.com

Employment! Miscellaneous

Students needed to work
with our autistic son.

Great experience for social work,
education, psychology and related majors.

Flexible hours and training provided.
Sterling Heights, 17 and Dequindre.

(586) 795-9344.

Auburn Hills,
1 Bedroom Condominium for rent/option to buy

700 sq ft. Completely updated,
second Floor, $500 per month. Includes water.

(248).224-9097

qt.

Sylvan Lake privilege —West Bloomfield
4 bedroom 2 bath House
Newly remodeled granite

countertops and hardwood floors
$950 per month/$165,000 to buy

734.395.5288

LOW COST HEALTH INSURANCE
BLUE CROSS' NEW YOUNG ADULT PLAN

ONLY $47/MO.
CONTACT CHUCK @ [800)215-2577 /

cman1960@sbcglobal.net or
0835303.coverageforone.com

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
Microsoft Certified Professional.

John (248) 892-5667

ADVERTISE WITH
THE OAKLAND POST!

OAKLANDPOSTADVERTISING @GMAIL.COM 411.
(248) 370-4269

•
41110
•

•

Looking to hire part time help to develop
web sites for Electrical Contracting Company.

Student must have professional or personal experience
in developing, designing, and publishing web sites.

Job is located in Keego Harbor MI.
Please contact David at 248-681-6458

or email resume to dcilluminations@gmail.com.

Childhelp needs volunteers in Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb counties. Work with
children ages 10-23. Great experience
and resume builder. Please contact

Allison Smith for additional information
(248) 353-0921 or alsmith@childhelp.org

www.childhelp.org

AUBURN COLONY APARTMENTS
1250 E. Walton.
BIGGEST BEST

1,000 sq feet 1 & 2 bedroom $500 •
•

Alex (248) 242 - 1845 •
Mike (734) 996 - 4992 •

Roommate Matching Available :) •
•

www.orchard10.com •

****** • •• • • •
•
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Poor sales report halts stock rally
By TIM PARADIS
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Wall Street shifted
into reverse Tuesday after a surprisingly
weak retail sales report punctured inves-
tors' optimism about the economy.
The poor sales data, combined with a

sharp drop in wholesale prices, came just
as the corporate earnings season, usually
a volatile time in the market, got under
way. The Dow Jones industrials lost
nearly 140 points.
Underscoring the market's sensitiv-

ity, shares in Intel Corp. fell sharply in,
after-hours trading Tuesday after the
chipmaker reported weaker results after
the bell and didn't offer a forecast for
revenue.
Investors are already braced for bad

earnings but are highly anxious about

forecasts from companies that could indi-
cate a weaker economy. Poor outlooks
in the last earnings season in January
derailed a 20 percent rally, and some
fear the market's current five-week rally
could be vulnerable as well.
Financial stocks tumbled after

Goldman Sachs Group Inc. announced
strong profits but said it would raise
$5 billion to repay government bailout
money. Investors speculated that other
major banks might follow suit, which
would put pressure on their stocks.
Citigroup Inc. and JPMorgan Chase &
Co. are also due to report results this
week.
The Dow closed down 137.63, or 1.7

percent, at 7,920.18.
Broader measures also lost ground

after three days of gains. The Standard
& Poor's 500 index fell 17.23, or 2 per-

cent, to 841.50, and the Nasdaq com-
posite index fell 27.59, or 1.7 percent, to
1,625.72.
Tuesday's selling was orderly and

extended a give-and-take pattern the
market has followed since halting a
steep slide over the first two months of
the year. Stocks have risen from 12-year
lows since then on hopes that banks are
getting through the worst of their prob-
lems and the economy might be bottom-
ing out, though both the Dow and S&P
500 are still below where they started
the year.
The unexpected 1.1 slump in retail

sales in March undermined the market's
brightening outlook for the economy. The
drop was far worse than the increase
of 0.3 percent that analysts polled
by Thomson Reuters expected and
marked the biggest fall in three months.

N I W BRIEFS
09-101President Barack Obama asked
Congress for $83.4 billion for U.S. military
and diplomatic operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan, pressing for special troop
funding that he opposed two years ago
when he was a senator.
04-111 A ton of explosives in the Iraq city
of Mosul kills five American soldiers in the
deadliest attack against U.S. troops in more
than a year.
04-121 Thailand announces state of emer-
gency in Bangkok amid wild protests.
04-131 Mexican officials claim that 90
percent of the weapons seized there can be
traced to the U.S. I Pope Benedict XVI gives
a speech on St. Peter's Square on Easter
Sunday to victims of wars, poverty and
financial turmoil, saying it was urgently
needed to overcome the miseries that are
plaguing the globe.

Obama family dog makes debut

CHARLES DHARAPAK/Associated Press
President Barack Obama walks his 6-month-old Portuguese water dog Bo on the South Lawn
of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Apri114. Obama had promised his two daughters,
Malia and Sasha, a puppy during the presidential campaign.

Gingrich eyes possible White House run
By SHANNON MCCAFFERY
Associated Press Writer

ATHENS, Ga. — More than a decade
after he stepped down as speaker of the
House into what seemed like almost cer-
tain political oblivion, Newt Gingrich.is
back and seemingly more relevant than
ever.
Gingrich seems to be everywhere these

days, headlining an endless circuit of
GOP dinners, popping up on TV news
shows, authoring yet another best-sell-
ing book and acting as a policy guru to
out-of-power congressional Republicans

on how to do battle with the Democratic
White House.
As beleaguered Republicans look

for a standard bearer after last year's
disastrous election, they've been toss-
ing around the names of new stars like
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palm, the 2008 vice
presidential candidate, and Louisiana
Gov. Bobby Jindal, young and Indian
American in a party that's increasingly
identified with older white men.
But could the GOP's savior instead be

a wonkish throwback to the fiercely par-
tisan Republican revolution?
Gingrich has managed to keep himself

in the public eye since leaving the House,

but the blitz of public appearances in
recent months is reminiscent of the run-
up to 2007, when he toyed with a presi-
dential run only to abandon it before the
primaries began. Now, some are specu-
lating that the former congressman from
Georgia is laying the groundwork for a
White House bid in 2012.
Grover Norquist, a prominent conser-

vative and president of Americans for
Tax Reform, said Gingrich is on nearly
every Republican short list of possible
White House prospects.
"One of the ways you judge these guys

is how hard they're working, and Newt is
out there hustling," Norquist said.

1
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is III

NG HAN GUAN/Associated Press

A Chinese paramilitary police officer on duty
stands outside the North Korean embassy in
Beijing Tuesday. North Korea vowed to restore
nuclear facilities it had been disabling to pro-
test the U.N. Security Council's condemnation
of the country's rocket launch.

N. Korea boots
U.N. inspectors
By JEAN H. LEE
Associated Press Writer

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea
said Tuesday it was restarting its
rogue nuclear program, booting U.N.
inspectors and pulling out of disarma-
ment talks in an angry reaction to U.N.
Security Council condemnation of its
April 5 rocket launch.
Pyongyang ordered U.N. inspectors

to remove seals and cameras from its
Yongbyon nuclear site and leave the
country quickly, the International
Atomic Energy Agency said.
North Korea told the IAEA it was

"immediately ceasing all cooperation"
and "has decided to reactivate all facili-
ties and reprocess spent fuel," accord-
ing to a statement from the U.N.
White House spokesman Robert

Gibbs condemned the decision, saying
the international community will not
accept North Korea Until it abandons
what Washington calls its pursuit of
nuclear weapons. The North must
"cease its provocative threats," he said.

Russia also deplored the move and
urged its neighbor to rejoin six-nation
talks, which have been held since 2003
in an attempt to get Pyongyang to give
up its nuclear program in exchange
for aid and other concessions. Britain's
Foreign Office said the break with the
IAEA was "completely unjustified."
China — Pyongyang's main ally and

the host of the talks — called for calm.
Despite its defiance, analysts say

North Korea, one of the poorest coun-
tries in the world, is unlikely to aban-
don the talks altogether.

•••••••
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WE'LL MOVE' You
APARTMENT HOMES THAT SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

*(Up to $500.00, call for details, offer expires 4/30/09)

(866) 781-32.52
info@theessexathampton.com
www.theessexathampton.com

• Apartments and Townhomes
Washer and Dryer in Townhomes

• Access to Golf Course
Additional Storage

Pets Welcome
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(866)921-6698
nfo(dgreatoaksa pa rtment.com
www.greatoaksapartments.com

Apartments and Townhomes
Sparkling Swimming Pool

Washer & Dryer (in select apt. homes)
Beautiful Park-Like Setting

Pets Welcome
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(877) 262-0272
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info(it'timberleavillage.com
www.timberleavillage.com

Apartments and Townhomes
Water Included

Sparkling Swimming Pool
• Covered Parking

Pets Welcome
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