








 
 
 

Elliott Tower Dedication Day 
 

Friday, 
Sept. 19, 2014 



Interesting facts about 
the Elliott Tower 

 
 

 Computer models of a portion of the campus were 
created to determine the appropriate orientation and 
height of the tower.  

 
 David Barczys, architect and owner of Niagara Murano, 

did extensive research while looking for inspiration for 
the Tower’s design. He combined classical and 
contemporary details. This particularly holds true when 
considering the juxtaposition of the organic and 
informal plaza against the much more rigid vernacular 
of the tower. 

 
 The tower is a steel structure with a masonry exterior 

wrapped in brick. The lower part is limestone. 
  

 The 26’ topper is made of titanium that was treated in a 
kiln to give it a permanent gold patina. It was lifted 
onto the tower, bringing it to its full height of 151' on 
Thursday, May 1. 

 
  



 
 The nine-and-a-half-foot clock has a minute hand measuring nearly 55 

inches from the center to the outside tip. 
  

 The bell tuning is done by carefully removing the right amount of bronze 
for each tone from the inside of the bell. This needs to be done at different 
levels inside the bell to assure that all tones of the bell are very accurate. It 
is extremely necessary for this precise tuning, otherwise ringing the bells 
together would not be in harmony. 

 
 The granite water feature designed by WET Design of California contains 

50 to 60 jets and patented jet technology. During the dedication, attendees 
saw the range of capabilities. 

  
 The plaza has multiple ellipses of exposed aggregate concrete. Granite 

pavers are located at the fountain. Concrete pavers are installed under the 
tower arches and just beyond the exterior walls. 

 
 Landscape architect Paul Andreas Grissom deliberately chose to create the 

plaza as an organic, rather than rigid space. An ellipsis that wraps itself 
around the tower in non-traditional, non-formal style with lots of grade 
changes. The tower is not in the middle and it doesn’t anchor the plaza. 

  
 Wrapped by an oval of trees; the tower emerges from a tower of trees. The 

plaza is landscaped with honey locust, maple, boxwood and shrub roses.  
 

 
 































Photo by Deb Jacques
The 49  carillon  bells  of  the  tower  ring every
quarter  hour.  A  new  water  fountain,  garden,
seating  and  landscaping  surround  the  Elliott
Tower, which is located in the center of the OU
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Rochester Hills
September 23, 2014
New bell tower harmonizes OU campus
By Linda Shepard
C & G Staff Writer

ROCHESTER HILLS — The 49 carillon bells
of the new Elliot Tower ring every quarter
hour to celebrate a new era at Oakland
University.

“This is no longer a small university,” said
Mark Schlussel, chair of the OU Board of
Trustees at the Sept. 19 dedication of the
new tower. “It is a national university. This is
a remarkable monument to the transition of
this university.”

The new 151-foot high Elliot Tower was
designed as a rallying point for student
activities, creating a visual centerpiece for
Oaklandʼs campus. The tower is located
between the Kresge Library and the Oakland
Center, and is surrounded by a new water
fountain, a garden, seating and landscaping. 

The largest bell in the tower weighs
approximately 5,000 pounds and is 5 feet in
diameter. In total, the bells weigh more than
15 tons. A $6.5 million gift from benefactors
Hugh and Nancy Elliott of Oakland Township
funded the design, construction, operation
and maintenance of the new tower.  

“The Elliotts understand the value of what we
have here,” Schlussel said.

“Oakland University is a hidden jewel in the
region and the state,” Hugh Elliott said. “This
is a national research first-choice university,
and it is becoming less and less of a hidden
jewel. I am thrilled to have contributed to the
evolution of OU.”



campus.Within the past 15 years, the Elliotts have
contributed a $2 million gift toward the OU
School of Business Administration, established endowed scholarship and academic funds,
created and sponsored the Presidentʼs Invitational golf outing, formed an athletic volunteer
committee dedicated to fundraising and more. 

The dedication ceremony included a full bell peal and inaugural carillon recital by Dennis
Curry and performances by the Oakland University Brass Band. A newly commissioned
carillon composition, “Ulyssesʼ Sail” by OU Senior Vice President James Lentini, was
performed.

“This is truly a memorable and historic moment in OUʼs history,” OU President George
Hynd said about the tower. “This truly is the icon of the institution.”

Annie Meimberg, OU Student Congress president, said she walked up the 77 steps to the
tower top. “The view is amazing,” she said. “The tower is now the center of campus life.”

“It is absolutely gorgeous,” said OU senior Scott Shermetaro.

Hugh Elliott said he and his wife were met at the dedication by a group of 100 students
wearing T-shirts that read “Meet you at the tower.”

“We will meet you at the tower one night,” Hugh Elliott said. “And we hope you make an
important decision to remain in the state and contribute to the university in the future.
When you give of yourself, it comes back to you in many positive ways.”

“This tower will bring the community together,” Nancy Elliott said.

You can reach C & G Staff Writer Linda Shepard at lshepard@candgnews.com or at
(586)498-1065.

Source URL: http://www.candgnews.com/news/new-bell-tower-harmonizes-ou-campus-77575
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